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Teens can still get probationary
license without road test

Driving instructors, parents discuss how 
DMV waiver has impacted students

Karen Pilarski/Freeman Staff

Philippe Bourgeois, owner of Ace Driving School, gears up for a driving lesson on Jan. 27 in Waukesha.

By Hunter Turpin
hturpin@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

WAUKESHA COUNTY — There’s 1.37 jobs for
every one home in Waukesha County, according to
the Bureau of Labor Statistics—the worst rate in
the state. 42% of renters in Waukesha County are
considered cost-burdened, meaning they pay more
than 30% of their income toward housing, and the
county’s vacancy rate is less than 5%, census data
shows. 

This has pushed cities and developers in the
county to pursue affordable and workforce housing
developments to address the need, but getting these
projects built is not always easy due to the current
real estate market, zoning requirements and public
perception, stakeholders said.

“It’s that old, crazy concept, but it is going to take
everybody,” said Patricia Fabian, executive direc-
tor of the Housing Action Coalition for Waukesha
County, which is focused on advocacy and outreach
for people experiencing homelessness. 

County 
has worst 
job-home 
ratio in 

Wisconsin
City, county have
begun to invest in
affordable housing

Hunter Turpin/Freeman Staff

The construction site for Domenica Park, a Habitat for
Humanity subdivision in Waukesha’s Broadway
Heights neighborhood.

MADISON (AP) — As promised, Wis-
consin Republicans have circulated leg-
islation that specifies which crimes
would be included in a proposed consti-
tutional amendment to make it harder
for violent criminal defendants to go
free on bail.

The Republican-controlled Legislature
fast-tracked approval of the proposed
amendment in January so it could get on
the April ballot. The measure would

allow judges to consider previous vio-
lent criminal convictions when setting
cash bail for a defendant accused of a
violent crime. Opponents have raised
concerns about how it could be inter-
preted since state law offers three defini-
tions of violent crimes.

Currently, bail is set only as a means to
ensure a person returns to court.

The new bill, circulated for lawmak-
ers to co-sponsor on Friday, came from

the amendment’s sponsors, Sen. Van
Wanggaard of Racine and Rep. Cindi
Duchow of the Town of Delafield. It des-
ignates a long list of offenses — including
homicide, sexual assault, human traf-
ficking, stalking, arson and child abuse
— as violent crimes.

The bill would remove at least one
crime, failure to stop child abuse, from 

Bill would clarify bail reform 
amendment set for Wisconsin ballot
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By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — The road test is often
seen as a rite of passage. The sweaty
palms, white knuckles on the steering
wheel and hearing the red pen scratch-
ing on a clip board. 

But thanks to an ongoing waiver pro-
gram, some teens won’t have to take the
test that gives them the freedom that
comes with a probationary driver’s
license if they pass — or the shame of
failure. 

During the pandemic the Wisconsin
Department of Motor Vehicles allowed
teen drivers between the ages of 16-17

the opportunity to waive the road test.
They must have held the regular
Instruction Permit for 6 months viola-
tion free, completed a Driver Education
Course and Behind the Wheel (and the
records are on file with the DMV), com-
pleted 50 hours of supervised driving
and have an adult sponsor. 

According to the Wisconsin DMV, the
number of teens 16 and 17 years of age
who’ve gotten their probationary
licenses has increased. 

■ In 2019, 79,989 teens between ages of
16-17 obtained their probationary
licenses.

■ In 2020, 86,023 teens between ages of
16-17 obtained their probationary
licenses.

■ In 2021, 97,165 teens between ages of
16-17 obtained their probationary
licenses.

Philippe Bourgeois, owner of Ace
Driving School, has owned his business
since 2018. He started off as a mechan-
ic and was involved in the automotive
industry. Driving is in his blood. He
serves the high schools in the Wauke-
sha and surrounding areas. 

“I have probably administered 10,000
plus lessons over the years,” he said. 

During the height of the pandemic,
driving instructors were deemed
unessential and couldn’t give lessons
for a few months. 

See DRIVING, PAGE 6A

See HOUSING, PAGE 6A

See BAIL, PAGE 8A
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Housing
From Page 1A

In recent years, Waukesha
has invested upwards of $6.2
million into affordable hous-
ing projects, in addition to
other programs. Investments
have included $1.2 million
toward Habitat for Humanity
projects such as for two
affordable homes on Grand-
view Boulevard and a 20-
home subdivision in Wauke-
sha’s Broadway Heights
neighborhood that broke
ground in August. Waukesha
County has also provided
funds for these projects.

“Waukesha has clearly
proven itself to be a strong
community, a community
that cares about its people,
and I have no doubt it will
continue to be,” Fabian said. 

Challenges
Recent discussions about a

workforce housing develop-

ment in Brookfield, called
The Flats at Bishops Woods,
highlight that subsidized
housing developments are
not always popular in Wauke-
sha County.

“What we’re trying to do is
step down to a West Allis or a
Wauwatosa. No, we’re Brook-
field,” Brookfield Alderman
Kris Seals said in a meeting
last month. “We don’t step
down to allow the people who
can’t afford to live in Brook-
field to come in, because then
we become West Allis, then
we become Wauwatosa.
That’s not what Brookfield is.
I’ve been here 60 years, this is
not Brookfield.”

Some residents have pub-
licly spoken against the pro-
ject with concerns of its 203
apartment units being below
market rate. Seals’ comments
have resulted in a fellow
alderman calling for the cen-
suring of Seals, calling the
comments reprehensible.

“Quite frankly, it’s sad that
this needs to be said in 2023,”

Brookfield Alderman Mike
Hallquist said. “Brookfield
should be eliminating eco-
nomic income barriers to
housing and diversifying its
supply to include more work-
force and affordable hous-
ing.”

Business groups like the
Waukesha County Business
Alliance and the Waukesha
County Center for Growth
support The Flats project,
which passed last month, say-
ing that being pro-business
also means being in support
of more diverse housing.

“We know that Waukesha
County is a premier location
for business,” Nicole Ryf,
executive director of the Cen-
ter for Growth said. “Howev-
er, we also understand the
mounting challenges of
building new housing in the
current market that can be
considered affordable for
many workers and young
families. Employers across
Waukesha County have indi-
cated it would be beneficial to

have housing options avail-
able for their workforce that
are in closer proximity to
their jobs.”

Fabian did not want to com-
ment on the debate in Brook-
field specifically, but said that
affordable housing projects
often have an undeserved bad
reputation.

“I don’t think that visions
of low-income people are
accurate,” Fabian said. “I
think they’re hardworking
people who maybe don’t have
the same type of job that’s
going to afford them a
$250,000 home, that doesn’t
mean they’re not working
hard, that their kids aren’t
going to school, that they
aren’t trying to make a good
life for themselves where
they’re at.”

She challenged people who
are concerned about afford-
able housing being built in
Waukesha County to drive
around and look at recent
affordable developments,
saying that nowadays mar-

ket-rate and non-market-rate
housing often looks the
same.

“(Affordable housing) has
always gotten a bad rap
because historically this
country never likes anybody
who’s different ... I think that
affordable housing nowadays
is being built to look no dif-
ferent than anything else,
which is great because
nobody wants something that
looks like a cardboard box.”

Statewide issue
A 2023 report from Forward

Analytics found that between
140,000 and 227,000 housing
units need to be built across
the state by 2030 in order to
keep up with demand.

“Due to unfavorable demo-
graphics and the recent slow-
down in home construction,
Wisconsin could be facing a
severe workforce housing
shortage in the next few
years,” the report says.

The report says that part of

the problem is the 65+ popu-
lation across the state grow-
ing and remaining in their
homes long after retirement. 

“I’m looking at this with
my own parents who are in
their mid 80s,” Fabian said.
“They do not want to leave
their condo. That condo isn’t
gonna turn.”

Housing insecurity
The Housing Action Coali-

tion of Waukesha County
(HAC) operates an emergen-
cy overflow center from
November until March. The
shelter, which has three fami-
ly rooms and 18 singles, helps
when other shelters in the
area fill up — which happens
every year, according to Fabi-
an.

While some people HAC
serves could be considered
“chronically homeless,”
there’s also a notable group of
people who come into the
shelter for the first time after
an unexpected event in their
life. 

“There’s always going to be
people who are experiencing
homelessness because some-
body’s always going to have
an issue come up in life that
they weren’t expecting,”
Fabian said. “I had a lady
who called and said ‘I’ve been
a daycare teacher my whole
life. I’ve never had to ask for
any help before, but I just
can’t do it right now. I’ve got
too many medical bills.’ ...
People live so close to the
edge.”

Fabian said that address-
ing housing insecurity first
can lessen the strain on
resources overall and help
people find more stable
employment.

“It’s the whole concept of
‘housing first,’” Fabian said.
“When you know every night
exactly where you’re going,
it’s warm—or cool— has the
basic amenities, you can
focus on other things in your
life. We’re all geared for sur-
vival instinct.”

6A • THE FREEMAN • SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2023 GMTODAY.COMLOCAL

Driving
From Page 1A

“The DMV adopted the waiver during
COVID to help with students who were
unable to take their road tests because
the DMV was closed,” he said.

There is no end date for the waiver at
this time. 

“There are mixed reviews and reac-
tions on that. I think it is very hurtful
since you can see a huge decrease in
student attendance and alertness. At
this point they don’t have a willingness
to try and practice and learn,” Bour-
geois said. 

“I’ve seen the decline ever since
COVID happened. Students don’t have
the same enthusiasm that they used
trying to learn this stuff. I get kids who
don’t even try to practice in between.
They think mom or dad will just sign
the waiver,” Bourgeois said. 

He understand why the DMV did the
waiver program initially but feels it has
worn out its welcome at this point. 

“I’d like to see the road test return but
I don’t think that will happen,” he said. 

Bourgeois continues to teach his stu-
dents as if the road test is still the end
game. He recommends it to his stu-
dents’ parents. 

“We offer them a simulated road test
during the very last lesson. Just like the
DMV. Through work I have taken many
road tests as well too. It is something
that we still do. Parents get paperwork
filled out with footnotes on it as well,”
he said. 

It helps student drivers know what to
work on and what they excel on. 

Bourgeois has been seeing teen
drivers waiting longer and longer to get
their probationary license. 

“I don’t know if it is a millennial
thing. I have found students waiting
longer and some not even doing it at all
until they are over 18. I have seen an
increase in adults signing up,” he said. 

He said when he was a teen he could-
n’t get his license fast enough. 

“Maybe it has to do with the onset of

more virtual training introduced in the
driver’s education field in the last five
years. They can go through the motions
but it doesn’t necessarily mean they are
paying attention,” Bourgeois said. 

He said he truly cares about his stu-
dents and doesn’t want anything bad to
happen on the road. 

Wauwatosa Police Det. Ryan Cepican
is one of the lead Defensive Driving for
Teens instructors at Waukesha County
Technical College. He has been teach-
ing for six years and also teaches other
law enforcement type classes. WCTC
driving classes are normally taken by
brand new drivers but they also get peo-
ple who have had a license for a while.
Those students either got a ticket or got
into an accident that required them to
take a driving class. 

“The post-COVID days we are seeing
challenges. Because of the DMV wavier
there are drivers who are on the road
who maybe don’t have the experience
that they need to have. They are allowed
to have mom and dad sign the waiver
without that extra step in place,” Cepi-
can said.

Cepican said when he turned 16 he
wanted to take the road test as soon as
his birthday came. 

“My son has a handful of friends who
have no interest in getting their license.
I’m not really sure why that is. Is it
because of the additional cost with gas
and price of cars? Maybe they realize
they don’t have a car anyway,” Cepican
said

What do parents think?
Sally Grady, a Waukesha resident,

said she didn’t allow her son to do the
waiver. 

“We knew our son could pass the test,
but thought of it as a right of passage.
We all had to deal with the nerves
before taking the road test, why should
he get the easy way out,” she said.

Grady said he son was not happy but
thinks he understood his parents’ deci-
sion. 

“He was extremely nervous and I

only found out about the waiver as we
were at the DMV waiting for him to
start the test. He was standing there
begging me to waive it. I called his dad
and asked what he thought and his dad
said he should take the test and that he
was a good driver and that he could do
it. My son was chuckling as he was beg-
ging us both to waive it. But we stood
our ground and we are happy we did.
He was gone for about 25 minutes. He
passed with flying colors! I think he felt
good after the fact since he didn’t take
the easy way out. We were very proud of
him,” she said. 

Brian Williams Jr., Waukesha native,
said he signed the waiver for his son. 

“He got a license and he does very very
good so I don’t think there’s nothing
wrong with it my opinion, it shows your
child that you trust them and with some
kids that goes a long ways,” he said. 

Jennifer Szyszkiewicz said they
signed it for their daughter and plan to
sign it again this month for their son. 

“We wouldn’t allow our children to
drive, whether they have their license
or not, if they aren’t 100% ready. What
they need more than a road test is lots of
practice and experience. If you don’t
feel that your child is ready, then you
don’t sign the waiver,” she said. 

Lanell Becker gave their daughter
their own road test before the signed
the waiver. 

“Having some random stranger in the
car with her was not going to change
how she drives. We were the best judge
of that since she drove with us for 9
months before getting her license,” she
said.

Sally Heins of Oconomowoc is in
favor of the road test. 

“Even though it’s not required right
now, we still insisted that my 16-year-
old take the driver’s test. I think it’s
important for someone other than the
parents to confirm that a teenager is
ready to drive. It gave us peace of mind.
We had to go all the way to Beaver Dam,
though, to do it! And when we arrived at
the DMV, they asked if we were aware
there is a waiver,” she said. 

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com 

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A Milwaukee man who was acquitted of
kidnapping and human trafficking charges last month
received a prison sentence for other crimes Friday that
will see him spend the next 22 years in prison and 24 more
on supervision.

Following a weeklong trial last month, Darryl Mire, 38,
was found not guilty of the most serious charges against
him, but convicted of 11 other charges including felony
and misdemeanor counts of bail jumping and intimidat-
ing a witness, as well as stalking, battery and content of
court.

On Friday, Judge Michael O. Bohren imposed sentences
that totaled 22 years in prison and jail plus 24 on supervi-
sion, as well as 21 months in jail to be served simultane-
ously with the prison sentences, online court records
show.

Mire was charged with two counts of kidnapping and
two more of human trafficking but was acquitted on
those charges, with another trafficking count dismissed. 

Mire took control over a woman by threatening her
with physical violence and taking her child from her. The
original complaint said Mire told the woman to get into a
car and took a child in a baby seat and threatened to kill
the toddler to control the woman in a June 29, 2022 inci-
dent.

Seeing her other kids begin to cry and worried her tod-
dler would get hurt, the woman got in the car, and Mire
drove them all to an appointment for another woman
with them, then to a store for a money transaction. The
woman convinced Mire to go to Milwaukee to drop off the
other two children with other family members.

Mire, Victim A and the other woman returned to the
Waukesha apartment and spent the night; the other
woman left the next morning, upsetting Mire, the com-
plaint said. Mire refused to let the woman go into stores
with the baby, and Mire took the child with him to an
appointment with a pretrial monitoring agency in Mil-
waukee so the woman would not leave, the complaint
said.

On July 2, they spent the night at a Milwaukee resi-
dence where Mire told her he was going to buy a pair of
handcuffs because “he needed to keep her contained,” the
complaint said.

The woman said they slept with Mire lying on top of
her but she was able to get away from him during the
night, grabbing her child and reporting the events to
police. 

Last September the state filed a new complaint against
Mire, this one alleging he went by the name of “King
Raheem,” and he had two women have sex with other
men to give him money. Additional counts filed against
Mire included human trafficking, battery, intimidating a
witness and a victim, and contempt of court for continu-
ing to contact an alleged victim after a court order not to
do so.

Milwaukee man
gets 46-year 
sentence in 

intimidation case

Muskego PD warning 
of business scam

MUSKEGO —The Muskego Police Department and
Muskego Chamber of Commerce are warning business-
es of a scam going on across southeastern Wisconsin. 

According to a statement from the chamber, subjects
are coming into businesses and stating that they are
with the police and/or fire department and would like to
update the establishment’s fire extinguishers. They then
demand payment for the service.

Antiques
Show &
Sale
WAUKESHA —
Grace Lilly of
Nothing New
Antiques shows
an Austrian
1880s vase to
Judy Larke. The
Wisconsin
Antiques Deal-
ers Association
is holding its
49th Antique
Show & Sale in
the Waukesha
County Expo
Center Forum
Building, 1000
Northview Road.
The event began
Friday and con-
tinues today
from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m.

Mary Catanese/
Special to 
The Freeman


