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WAUKESHA COUNTY —
Republican candidates won a
majority of Waukesha County’s
votes in every race in the 2022
midterm election, even flipping

Assembly District 13, the coun-
ty’s only state assembly seat held
by a Democrat, to a Republican. 

But in statewide races, Republi-
cans won by a smaller margin in
nearly all municipalities com-
pared to 2018, something that
local party leaders attribute to
shifting demographics and key

issues like abortion.
In 2018, Republican candi-

date for governor Scott
Walker won the county by a
34.08% margin over Demo-
crat Tony Evers (ignoring
third  party  and  write-in 

How do county’s election
results compare to 2018?

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com
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WAUKESHA — Sentenc-
ing is a time in the crimi-
nal court system where
victims can have a voice
and express what impact a
crime has had on them. 

Jen Dunn, director of
the Waukesha County Dis-
trict Attorney Office’s Vic-
tim Assistance Program,
said the impact could be
physical, emotional, and
financial. Dunn added vic-
tims also have the right to
attend the sentencing and
to restitution.

“Sentencing hearings
are the most important
hearings for crime vic-
tims,” she said. 

Darrell Brooks, the man
convicted of killing six
people and injuring over
60 with a SUV during the
Waukesha Christmas
parade, faces sentencing
on Tuesday and Wednes-
day. He will undoubtedly
have to hear a number of
people reading victim
impact statements. 

Dunn said the program
has helped with victims in
many different cases. She
said they put a ton of safe-
guards in place to make
sure cases don’t proceed to
sentencing without the
victims’ participation. 

Since the pandemic,
attending hearings
remotely has been an
amazing resource, she
said. 

“It is a great service for
victims because being a
victim and going through
the criminal justice pro-
cess re-victimizes people,”
Dunn said. 

Attending hearings
remotely has increased
victim participation and
access to the system in a
positive way, she said. 

“It has been wonderful. I
truly appreciate that our
courts in Waukesha have
seen the benefit of contin-
uing that practice. In
other counties, they have
not,” Dunn said. 

Through the program,
staff works with victims
to exercise their rights if
they want to attend sen-
tencing, or submit a writ-
ten statement, or they can
read a statement remotely
or in person. 

“There is no right way to
do it. It is everyone’s per-

sonal choice. People do
victim impact statements
for any number of rea-
sons. It can be very heal-
ing to give a statement,”
she said.

The impact statement
informs the court of what
the impact of a crime
truly was. It shows the
breadth and effect of the
crime, according to Dunn. 

It can also show the
offender how their crime
impacted others. 

“[But] depending on
what your [the victim’s]
goals are for doing an
impact statement, they
may not all be realized,”
she said. 

An offender may not be
remorseful or a judge may
not give a defendant the
maximum sentence. 

“It’s not my place to say
what a statement will do
or not do. I try to help
them balance their expec-
tations,” she said. 

Dunn’s main goal is to
let the victims know that
whatever choice that
works for them is the right
choice. 

Dunn said child victims
also have choices and
rights   throughout    the

WAUKESHA COUNTY

Giving crime 
victims a voice

Courtesy of Waukesha County District
Attorney Office’s Victim Assistance

Program 

Pepper, a Labrador retriever,
is an emotional support dog
and has been providing
comfort via the Waukesha
County District Attorney
Office’s Victim Assistance
Program.

Republican margin of victory in governor’s
race decreased in 35 of 38 municipalities 

ELECTION
2022

See POLITICS, PAGE 8A

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

WAUKESHA — Chilly weather
didn’t stop Waukesha’s Veter-
ans Day ceremony on Thurs-

day morning at Veterans Park. 
Pat Craney, chair of the Waukesha

Allied Veterans Council, said despite
the risk and sacrifice, there are people
who raise their hands to serve and
defend this country.

Craney said it is their service that
has helped keep this country and its cit-
izens safe and free. 

“It is fitting that Veterans Day is
observed so close to election day. After
all, the veterans have served and pre-
served our constitutional rights for
almost 250 years. The celebration of

Veterans Day is a reminder of the price
that’s been paid for the liberties that we
have,” Craney said.

Craney said for veterans, the day has
different meanings. Memories come
back about distant days, faces and
places from the past. The comrades
who are no longer here physically are
with them in spirit, according to
Craney.

“Today, many veterans live quiet lives
trading their uniforms for other
responsibilities. Many put away their
medals and stayed humble for their ser-
vice. Some veterans carrying scars
both physical and mental, some found a
difficult time.  There’ll be a day when
this generation of servicemen

‘Each veteran has their own story’ 
Veterans Day ceremony held at Veterans Park 

Karen Pilarski/Freeman Staff

Attendees at Friday’s Veterans Day ceremony in Waukesha.

Joseph Deloria Sr., a veteran, salutes as
taps is played on Friday at Veterans Park. See VETERANS, PAGE 8A

DA’s Office provides Victim
Assistance Program 

See VICTIMS, PAGE 7A

Prep football coverage inside SPORTS, 1B
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Politics
From Page 1A

results). In 2022, Republican
candidate Tim Michels only
won by 20.49%, according to
election data on the Wauke-
sha County website. 

“We’ll continue to work
hard,” said Paul Farrow,
chairman of the Wisconsin
GOP and Waukesha county
executive. “We still have a
good majority lean for the
Republican vote, but it’s one
where I think we need to
work harder on different
populations and encourage
people to look at the princi-
ples of the party and smaller
government and less restric-
tions to ensure that’s the way
we want to go.”

Results in the U.S. Senate
and attorney general races
had similar results: Republi-
can Ron Johnson won
against former Lt. Gov. Man-
dela Barnes with a 25% mar-
gin in the county this year,
compared to a 38% margin in
2016 when Johnson ran
against Russ Feingold. Like-
wise, for attorney general,
Republicans’  margin of vic-
tory in Waukesha County
decreased from nearly 35%
in 2018 to 23.5% in 2022, coun-
ty election data shows.

“Over the last six years
that Donald Trump became
the face of the Republican
Party, it has become more
and more extreme, giving
(Democrats) that in to talk to
voters and to talk to former
Republicans that we are a
reasonable, moderate alter-
native that wants to focus on
governing, and that strategy
has paid off in huge ways,”
said Matt Mareno, chair of
the Waukesha County Demo-
cratic Party.

Of the 38 voting munici-
palities in the county, Repub-
licans’ margin of victory in
the governor’s race was
smaller in 35 of them, results
from the county clerk’s office
show.

The village of Butler saw
Republicans’ margin of vic-
tory decrease the most, 28%,
along with places like Brook-
field, Menomonee Falls and
Delafield seeing decreases in
the mid to upper teens.

In Waukesha, Michels won
by a 3.8% margin, compared
to Walker’s 15% in 2018.

“You never really know
until the results start rolling
in, so once we started seeing
results coming in from
Brookfield and the city of
Waukesha, we knew we were
in a really good place and
what we’ve been laying the
groundwork for years was
paying off,” Mareno said.

The Republican margin of
victory increased in Dous-
man, Eagle and Lac La Belle,
election results show.

Issues & demographics
Farrow and Mareno agree

that as Waukesha County
grows and its demographics
change, election results will
continue to shift.

“We’re seeing kind of the
younger professional mov-
ing in from the MIlwaukee
area, especially to the east
side of the county and that is
having a major impact on the
other side,” Farrow said.
“We know that Waukesha
County itself is one of the
older counties agewise and
we know that a number of
our citizens who are retiring
are taking up residency in
other states, and I think
that’s going to have an
impact on us as well.”

According to Mareno, he
heard from poll workers that
same-day voter registration
in the city of Waukesha was
high and that more young
people and Hispanic people
were voting, which Mareno
attributes partially to the
shift since 2018.

Farrow and Mareno also
agree that issues like abor-
tion and the economy
impacted how people in
Waukesha voted.

“We know that public safe-
ty is a concern for the con-
stituents here in the county,”
Farrow said. “I don’t think
the economy was as much of
a concern when you look at
some of the numbers that
came out of it. Some social
issues, with abortion, were
ones that I think were more
of a concern than we antici-
pated from the Republican
side, and we’ll have to work
through.”

“We’re all struggling with
inflation, but I think a lot of
voters were able to see
through Ron Johnson and
Tim Michels just talking
about it without offering

solutions,” Mareno said.

Assembly District 13
In the 2020 election, Demo-

crat Sara Rodriguez flipped
Wisconsin’s 13th Assembly
District and was the only
Democrat representing
Waukesha County in Madi-
son. On Tuesday, the seat
flipped back to Republican
control with Tom Michals-
ki’s victory over Democrat
Sarah Harrison, making all
assembly members and sena-
tors from Waukesha County
Republican.

Rodriguez did not run for
re-election, rather running
for lieutenant governor and
winning with Evers on Tues-
day.

“Tom (Michalski) is one
that has worked diligently
within the communities to

ensure that he helps out
where he can and represents
the people of the districts
he’s been in,” Farrow said. “I
think that showed again on
Tuesday.”

Between 2020 and 2022, Dis-
trict 13’s boundaries
changed to include less of
Milwaukee County and more
of Waukesha County. 

“I think one of the biggest
things I’m disappointed
about is just how badly ger-
rymandering has affected
our state,” Mareno said. 

“The state is still a mixed
state, very purple,” Farrow
said. “But we’ll keep watch-
ing and working with the
demographics that we have.”
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Republicans’
margin of victo-
ry in the gover-
nor’s race in
Waukesha
County, 2018
compared to
2022. Munici-
palities above
the black line
saw Republi-
cans’ margin of
victory
decrease
between the
elections,
municipalities
below the black
line saw the
margin
increase. The
farther from the
line, the larger
the change
between 2018
and 2022.

Graphic by Cole 
Vandermause/
Freeman Staff

Veterans
From Page 1A

and women step out of uni-
form. They will build lives of
their own. God willing they
will grow old and someday,
their children and their chil-
dren’s children will gather
here to honor them. And
that’s what we do,” he said. 

Waukesha Mayor Shawn
Reilly said Veterans Day has
a deeper meaning for him
now that he is older. He
recalled attended previous
ceremonies before becoming
mayor and taking his chil-
dren to Veterans Day events
to show the importance of
veterans.

“I did not recognize the per-
sonal stories, friends lost,
families changed, heroism,
good memories and even
demons that each veteran or
veterans family bring to this
ceremony. I now realize the
importance of being aware
that each veteran has their
own story,” Reilly said. 

Adam Kindred, an army
veteran, spoke about how ter-
rorist attacks can attack the
foundation of the biggest
building but they cannot
touch the foundation of
America. These acts shatter
steel, but they cannot dent
the steel of American resolve.
Kindred said we will not back
down from any fight. One
main thing that sets us apart
from any other country in the
world is we now have 100%
voluntary military service,
which was not always the
case, according to Kindred. 

Just as every veteran has a
different memory and story,
they have different reasons
for serving, he said.

“My personal reason was to
actually turn my life around,
learn respect and discipline,”
he said.

He spoke of “I got your six,”
which means to watch and
protect fellow servicemen
and  represents a bond that
can’t be broken.

“That carries on with us
and we need to make sure we
are still looking out for one
another. There are 22 veteran
suicides a day. Just because
we left the war doesn’t mean
the war left us. Not all
wounds are visible,” Kindred
said.

AP sources:
U.S. border

agency 
leader being
forced out

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The head of U.S. Customs
and Border Protection is
being forced out of his job
leading the nation’s largest
law enforcement agency as
agents encounter record
numbers of migrants enter-
ing the U.S. from Mexico,
according to two people
familiar with the matter. 

Chris Magnus was told to
resign or be fired less than a
year after he was confirmed
as the Biden administra-
tion’s choice to lead the
agency, according to two peo-
ple who were briefed on the
matter and spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity. He is
refusing to step down. 

Magnus’s removal is part
of a larger shakeup expected
at Homeland Security as it
struggles to manage
migrants coming from a
wider range of countries,
including Venezuela, Cuba
and Nicaragua. This comes
as Republicans are likely to
take control of the House in
January and are expected to
launch investigations into
the border.  
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