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WAUKESHA — An oph-
thalmologist received her
first pair of glasses while in
kindergarten. Thirty-four

years later,
Dr. Jessica
S c h r i e b e r
ended up
treating her
teacher. 

S u e
Howard, 71,
is a retired
teacher from

the Elmbrook School Dis-
trict, where she taught for 38
years. Diagnosed with glau-
coma in her 50s, Howard had
no idea she would soon be
the patient of Schrieber, her
former pupil. 

Tomorrow:
Scattered 

thunderstorms
High 90 /  Low 68
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Eating through the fair
Waukesha County Fair offers a

blend of classic and new fair foods

Hunter Turpin/Special to The Freeman

Valerie Koniar of AV’s Concessions shakes an orangeade, one of several beverages they offer.

By Hunter Turpin
Special to The Freeman

WAUKESHA — With over 30 food vendors at the Waukesha County Fair,
visitors can enjoy traditional treats like cream puffs and pretzels,
elaborate creations like waffle bombs and bacon-wrapped tater tots on

a stick, or lighter options
like smoothie bowls.

The colorful trailers
decorated with flags, signs
and lights will be open
every day of the fair, lin-
ing the main drag of the
fairgrounds, as well as
down some side paths.

This year's fair offers
eight new vendors, join-
ing some that have been
with the county fair for
over 10 years. Here's a
look at a few:

Jayme's Chipstix
John Kalashian and his

wife Jayme offer innova-
tive food options at their
orange, red and yellow
trailer, all the recipes orig-
inating from their kitchen
at home.

They offer a menu consisting mostly of potato products, including fan
favorites like loaded tater tots, their headliner items, bacon-wrapped tater tots
and twisted potatoes on a stick, and new creations such as apple pie nachos.

“All these ideas, this whole trailer was my wife's (vision),” John said. “This
is her menu, she created every dish in this trailer.”

With the limited space in the trailer, where they prepare everything, they
can't get too technical with their recipes, he said.

“We kind of experiment at home, we have little deep fryers,” John said. “We'll
come up with a new idea and invite the family over ... and they're honest.”

John grew up around fair food; his father ran a popcorn wagon at the Wis-
consin Sate Fair when John was young.

Waukesha County 
Fair schedule
WAUKESHA — There is plenty to do
tonight and Saturday at the Waukesha
County Fair. The fair runs through Sun-
day. Visit the website at waukeshacounty-
fair.com for a full schedule and other
information.

Tonight
5:30 p.m.
County Executive & Fair Marshal’s Junior
Livestock Auction – Insight FS Livestock
Coliseum  

5:45 p.m.
Olivia Schwader – Piano – Family Fun
Stage

6 p.m.
Doze 2 Guys – Children’s Tent
Annie Darelius – Violin – Family Fun
Stage

6–9 p.m.
4-H Kids Zone: Free Family Fun Bingo 4-
H – Revere Electric Supply Co. Forum
Marketplace & Shops (North Hall)

6:30 p.m.
Muckey 4-H Cloggers – Family Fun Stage

7–8 p.m.
Kings of Radio – Coors Light Stage

8 p.m.
Ted Nugent - Miller Lite Main Stage

8 p.m.–12 a.m.
The Toys – Revisited – Leinie Lodge

9:30 p.m.–12 a.m.
Kings of Radio – Coors Light Stage

See SCHEDULE, PAGE 3A

Jayme's Chipstix, serving mostly potato-based
items, has been coming to the Waukesha County
Fair for 12 years.

Bomb threat at UWM at Waukesha; nothing suspicious found
WAUKESHA — A bomb

threat was reported at UW-
Milwaukee at Waukesha on
Thursday afternoon, but a
search of the university
found nothing suspicious,
according to a press release

from the Waukesha Police
Department.

A caller reported to dis-
patchers that a suspicious
package, believed to be a
bomb, was found in a class-
room at UWM at Wauke-

sha, 1500 N. University
Drive. When officers
arrived, university staff
told them there were stu-
dents in some of the class-
rooms.  All the staff and
students were evacuated,

and no one was injured.
The Waukesha Police
Department worked closely
with UWM at Waukesha
administration to complete
a sweep of the building
with nothing suspicious

being located.  Staff and
students were allowed back
into the building to
retrieve their belongings. 

Investigation of the inci-
dent is open and ongoing,
according to the release. 

Waukesha 
wedding studio
victim of theft, 
similar incident

in Hartland

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — Trish
Henry, owner of Vital
Image Wedding Studios in
downtown Waukesha, will
be keeping the front door of
her business locked for a
while out of precaution. On
Wednesday, Henry reported
a theft at her studio at 251

W. Broadway, Ste. 100. 
“I can tell you right now

my door is locked. I nor-
mally would keep it open,”
Henry said.

The store usually wel-
comes walk-ins due to
many people who live
around the area coming in
as they are out and about in
Waukesha. 

Vital Image Wedding Studios
owner said two people 

pretended to be potential clients

See THEFT, PAGE 6A

Vision of the past
for Elmbrook 

teacher and student 
Retired teacher
becomes former

kindergarten
student’s eye

patient 
Schrieber

See FAIR, PAGE 3A

WEATHER

OCONOMOWOC —
Authorities are searching
for a missing person on
Lac La Belle, according to
Western Lakes Fire Chief
Brad Bowen.

Bowen said a 911 call
was made at 7:18 p.m.
Thursday after a man
jumped off a pontoon boat
and did not resurface. It
happened near the middle
of the lake, Bowen said.

Passengers aboard the
man’s boat were being
interviewed by police,
according to Bowen.

As of 9:40 p.m. Thurs-
day, Bowen said the miss-
ing man had not been
located. He said search

efforts would be temporar-
ily halted at 10 p.m. Thurs-
day and resume at 7 a.m.
on Friday.

Portions of Lac La Belle
will be blocked off as the
search continues, Bowen
said, and the City Beach
boat launch in
Oconomowoc is closed
until further notice.

Multiple departments,
including the Town of
Oconomowoc Police
Department, Waukesha
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and Western Lakes
Fire District, and their
dive teams responded to
the scene and are continu-
ing the investigation.

Search continues 
for missing man
on Lac La Belle

Did not resurface after jumping 
off boat, says fire chief
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SATURDAY
Open 10 a.m.–12 p.m.

7 a.m.–11 a.m.
42nd Annual All-You-Can-Eat Pan-
cake Breakfast Sponsored by Kiwa-
nis Club of Waukesha – Leinie
Lodge

8 a.m.–12 p.m.
Jimmy Whitaker – Leinie Lodge

9 a.m.
English & Western Pleasure, Riding,
Hunt Seat & Equitation – Horse
Rings
Junior Dairy Judging – Insight FS
Livestock Coliseum

9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Quilts of Valor on Display – Wauke-
sha Freeman Exhibits Building

10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Knitting & Quilting Demos – Wauke-
sha Freeman Exhibits Building

10 a.m.–8 p.m.
Antique Tractor Display Provided by
Stigler Farms and Chiropractic Part-
ners SC – Farm Equipment Tent
Farm Animal Tent – AgVenture Area
Playland – AgVenture Area

10 a.m.–10 p.m.
Pop’s Marketplace at the Fair –
Revere Electric Supply Co. Forum
Marketplace & Shops
Pony Rides – East of Main Stage
Monster Mural – AgVenture Area
Aramark & First Student Job Fair –
School District of Waukesha’s Booth
located outside, just north of the
Freeman Exhibit Hall
4-H Clover Corner – Revere Electric
Supply Co. Forum Marketplace &
Shops (North Hall)
4-H Kitchen/Dairy Bar Open –
Revere Electric Supply Co. Forum
Marketplace & Shops (North Hall)

11 a.m., 1, 3, 5 & 7 p.m.
Pig, Goat & Duck Races – South
end of grounds

12 p.m.
Fair Fun with Jon Archimede – Chil-
dren’s Tent
Washington 4-H Piano & Demos –
Family Fun Stage

12–2 p.m.
4H and UW Extension logo4-H Kids
Zone: Sand Necklace/Key Chain
Make and Take – Revere Electric
Supply Co. Forum Marketplace &
Shops (North Hall)
4-H Kids Zone: Habitat for Humani-
ty: Arts and Crafts – Revere Electric
Supply Co. Forum Marketplace &
Shops (North Hall)

12–3 p.m.
Wait for Morning – Leinie Lodge

12–4 p.m.
FIRST Robotics Demo – Waukesha
Freeman Exhibits Building
4-H Kids Zone: Waukesha County
Green Team: UV Bracelet Creation,
Pollinator Art, Trivis – Revere Elec-
tric Supply Co. Forum Marketplace
& Shops (North Hall)
4-H Kids Zone: Village of Pewaukee
Police Department: Fingerprint Kit
Activity – Revere Electric Supply Co.
Forum Marketplace & Shops (North
Hall)
1 p.m.
Demolition Derby – Action Center
La Casa Drum and Dance – Family
Fun Stage

2 p.m.
Milwaukee Flyers – Children’s Tent
Muckey 4-H Cloggers – Family Fun
Stage

2, 4 & 6 p.m.
Division BMX Stunt Show – South
of Coors Light Stage

2:30–4:30 p.m.
Rick Ewert – Family Fun Stage

3 p.m.
Milwaukee Bucks Rim Rockers –
Outside of Children’s Tent
Karaoke – Children’s Tent
3–6 p.m.

Four on the Floor – Coors Light
Stage

4 p.m.
Milwaukee Flyers – Children’s Tent

4–7 p.m.
JJ Eckl – Leinie Lodge

5 p.m.
Jumbo Cupcake Eating Contest –
Children’s Tent
Muckey 4-H Cloggers – Family Fun
Stage

6 p.m.
Showman of Showmanship –
Begins at Horse Rings and moves
to Insight FS Livestock Coliseum
Doze 2 Guys – Children’s Tent

6–9 p.m.
4-H Kids Zone: Free Family Fun
Bingo 4-H – Revere Electric Supply
Co. Forum Marketplace & Shops
(North Hall)

7–8 p.m.
Ten Feet Tall – Coors Light Stage

8 p.m.
Seether - Miller Lite Main Stage

8 p.m. – 12 a.m.
Bella Cain – Leinie Lodge

9:30 p.m. – 12 a.m.
Ten Feet Tall – Coors Light Stage

Fair
From Page 1A

“We were kind of born and
raised into it,” he said. “We
were just toddlers, so what we'd
do is while mom and dad ran the
popcorn wagon, we'd go in the
back of the trailer and sleep in
the back of the refrigerator box,
we had blankets and pillows.”

John and his brother took
over the popcorn wagon busi-
ness at 16. Around 20 years ago,
John transitioned away from
popcorn.

The couple has been vending
at fairs and events around the
state and have been at the
Waukesha County Fair for 12
years.

“Everything we have on our
menu — it's not a big menu —
but it's a unique menu,” John
said.

Corn Man
Lakesha Gonzalez operates

Corn Man, selling roasted corn
with a variety of seasonings,
spices and toppings, but she did-
n't get her start at the fair,
rather in a school while she was
a teacher.

“We always had the corn they
bring in for lunch and I would
always mix the corn for all the
staff in a big bowl with different
spices and mayo and parmesan
cheese,” Gonzalez, who was a
teacher for 11 years, said.
“Someone was like ‘you should
really get into doing corn.’”

Around seven years ago, she

bought a corn roaster and began
doing fairs around Wisconsin.
On Thursday, she had her hus-
band and daughter helping pre-
pare the corn.

Gonzalez said that fair days
can get long, she woke up at 6
a.m. to begin working which
includes many administrative
tasks, as well as preparing the
food.

AV’s Concessions
Serving freshly-made lemon-

ade, limeade and orangeade,
among others, Valerie Koniar of

AV’s Concessions said she
enjoys seeing the crowds at com-
munity events.

She owns the beverage trailer
with her brother and they have
been coming to the Waukesha
County Fair for around 10 years;
Waukesha was the third event
they vended at.

“We called the day before and
they said ‘we'll get you in, but
you gotta be there by three,’”
Koniar recalled from their first
year at the Waukesha fair.
“We've learned a lot in our 10
years, but we haven't left.”

Koniar attended the fair with
her family before becoming a
vendor and over the years she's
enjoyed seeing the way the
crowds have changed and see-
ing the diverse groups of people
that come every year. She said
patrons in Waukesha are loyal.

“I think it’s because we use
real lemons, real sugar. What
you see is what you get. It’s all
from scratch and every one is
individually made,” Koniar said
before making an orangeade,
which she shook in a metal
shaker. 

Hunter Turpin/Special to The Freeman

Lakesha Gonzalez’s husband and daughter prepare corn for roasting before food vending opens.

WAUKESHA — A North Prairie
man is accused of stopping his car
across lanes of southbound Inter-
state 43 near Moorland Road, caus-
ing a crash, on Tuesday morning. 

Noah Kuehn, 29, was charged in
Waukesha County Circuit Court
on Thursday with two counts of
operating while intoxicated - caus-
ing injuries and misdemeanor
charges of third-offense operating
while intoxicated, bail jumping
and operating while revoked. He
faces nearly 10 years in prison if

convicted on all counts.
The criminal complaint said

police found Kuehn unconscious,
with his Toyota Rav 4 stopped
across the lanes, at the scene of a
crash on the interstate in New
Berlin. Police could smell intoxi-
cants on his breath and suspected
he was experiencing an overdose.
Kuehn was administered Narcan,
an antidote used to treat opioid
overdoses, by the New Berlin Fire
Department.

The other car involved with the

crash was a Kia Sportage.
Police made contact with the

Sportage’s occupants, a man,
woman, and child. The man and
woman were taken to Froedtert
Hospital hospital for numerous
injuries, the complaint said.

At the hospital, the Sportage’s
driver told police that Kuehn’s car
was stopped on the interstate at
the end of a blind curve. The driv-
er said there was no way to avoid
the crash, the complaint said.

Kuehn, who was also taken to the

hospital, said he had been “out
drinking” but denied using drugs.

He struggled to maintain con-
sciousness during questioning by
police, according to the complaint.
An officer attempted to administer
a field sobriety test, “but the defen-
dant could not keep his eyes open
and was in and out of conscious-
ness,” according to the complaint.

A separate case involving Kuehn
was also filed Thursday, involving
an incident from June 26.

Waukesha County Sheriff’s

Department deputies on that date
allegedly found Kuehn overdosed
and unresponsive at a North
Prairie home. He was adminis-
tered Narcan and later admitted
responsibility for heroin syringes
and marijuana found at the resi-
dence, police said.

He has been charged with pos-
session of THC and drug para-
phernalia in that case and faces 10
years in prison if convicted.

He is due in court Aug. 15 for
charges in Tuesday’s crash.

PALMYRA — A construction worker was
killed after falling from a scaffold onto a
metal stake on Wednesday in Palmyra.

The Palmyra Public Safety Department
was dispatched to a 911 call reporting an
accident on a construction site in the 100
block of Violet Street in Palmyra. Public
safety officers found the worker stuck on the
metal stake. The worker was pulseless and
not breathing. The metal stake was cut and
lifesaving measures were attempted. The
worker was pronounced dead at the scene by
the Jefferson County Medical Examiner.

The area of Violet Street was closed for
several hours due to the incident.

This incident remains under the investi-
gation of the Palmyra Public Safety Depart-
ment, OSHA and the Jefferson County Med-
ical Examiner.

The Palmyra Public Safety Department is
not identifying the worker or the company
until next of kin have been notified. 

Waukesha police 
investigating 

broken windows
WAUKESHA — The Waukesha Police

Department is investigating an incident of
broken windows at a home after they were
reportedly shot out with a BB gun.

According to the Waukesha Police Depart-
ment blotter, a car pulled up and shot out all
five of the caller’s front windows with a BB gun
in the 800 block of North Greenfield Avenue.

According to Waukesha Police Lt. David
Daily, a witness reported seeing someone wear-
ing a ski mask near the complainant’s home,
but the suspect was gone upon police arrival.
The investigation is still active.

By Benjamin Yount
The Center Square contributor 

MADISON — The disagreement over Wis-
consin’s law on absentee ballots could be head-
ed for court.

State Sen. Steve Nass, R-Whitewater, on
Thursday directed his staff to look at any and
all options after the Wisconsin Elections Com-
mission said it will not abide by the legisla-
ture’s direction to stop telling local election
clerks they can fill in missing information on
absentee ballots, a practice also called “cur-
ing.” WEC had issued guidance telling such
clerks they could do so in 2016.

“The commissioners and staff of WEC have
a lengthy history of ignoring state elections
law by issuing rogue guidance to municipal
clerks and election workers. However, their
actions in the last 12 hours can only be
described as absolute lawlessness,” Nass said.
“I have asked my leadership to immediately
take legal action to obtain a court order to com-
pel WEC’s compliance with state law regarding
absentee ballot certification procedures.”

Nass’ Joint Committee for Review of Admin-
istrative Rules on Wednesday killed the Elec-
tions Commission’s formal rule for adding
missing information to absentee ballots.

Republican lawmakers say state law is clear:
Clerks can only add information to absentee
ballots after speaking with voters. If not, that
ballot must be set aside, they say.

But an Elections Commission spokesman,
Riley Vetterkind, said state law also requires a
4-2 vote from Election Commissioners before
the 2016 guidance can be reversed.

That’s not likely to happen.
“So our 2016 guidance regarding absentee

certificate envelopes remains in place at this
time,” Vetterkind said in a statement. “The
Commission, however, may meet to determine
further action on the topic.”

Nass said the Elections Commission was
wrong in 2016, and is wrong today.

“State law makes abundantly clear that any
absentee ballot certification that contains a
missing address for the witness shall not be
counted,” Nass added. “The WEC emergency
rule was an attempt to circumvent state law.”

Nass then warned Wisconsin’s 1,850 local
election managers not to follow the Elections
Commission’s path.

“I am also calling on all municipal clerks and
election workers to comply with the specifics of
state law regarding the procedure for correct-
ing absentee ballot certifications,” Nass said.
“Anyone that follows the WEC guidance could
be exposing themselves to both civil and crimi-
nal liability for violating state law.”

Overdose suspected in New Berlin I-43 crash 

Worker killed 
in Palmyra 

construction 
site accident

WISCONSIN ELECTIONS 
COMMISSION

WEC won’t end
absentee ballot

guidance

MADISON (AP) — The meet-
ing place? A secret. Agenda? Not
public. Name tags? Take them
off in public. 

Even one of the main social
events — trivia night — would
be at an undisclosed location.
This was no meeting of spies or
undercover law enforcement
agents. Instead, these were the
security protocols for a gather-
ing this week in Madison of
state election bureaucrats from
around the U.S. 

While the hush-hush mea-
sures might seem a bit extreme,
they were put in place because
of the very real threats against
election workers that have been
escalating since the 2020 presi-
dential election as former Pres-
ident Donald Trump continues
to insist that widespread fraud
cost him re-election. 

Security increased at meet-
ings of government officials
after the Sept. 11, 2001, terror
attacks, ‘‘but not like this where
the agenda is kept secret,’’ said
Kevin Kennedy, who was Wis-
consin’s top election official for
nearly four decades before
retiring in 2016. He has attend-
ed meetings of the National
Association of State Election
Directors for more than 30
years and said it was jarring
that otherwise anonymous elec-
tion workers are now being tar-
geted. 

‘‘This is just at a different
level, and it’s a reflection of the
times and it’s unfortunate,’’ he
said. 

State and local election offi-
cials have become targets for

those upset with Trump’s loss
and who believe any number of
unfounded conspiracy theories
about a rigged election. Many
have retired or quit as a result,
raising staffing concerns in
some offices. 

Four people have been
charged by federal prosecutors,
with one of them pleading
guilty last month. In that case,
Colorado Secretary of State
Jena Griswold was the subject
of multiple threatening posts
on social media. 

Robert Heberle, deputy chief
of the Justice Department’s
public integrity section, told
state election officials recently
that dozens of cases were still
under investigation and more
prosecutions were expected. 

Griswold, a Democrat who
has received numerous death
threats since the 2020 election,
traveled to the National Associ-
ation of Secretaries of State
conference earlier this summer
in Louisiana with private secu-
rity. 

In a statement to The Associ-
ated Press, Griswold said she
won’t be intimidated by the
threats and said a new state law
she helped pass increases pro-
tections for election workers at
all levels. 

‘‘We cannot allow violent
threats to secretaries of state
and election workers become an
accepted norm in the United
States,’’ she said. 

Organizers of the secretaries
of state meeting, held twice a
year, have been increasing secu-
rity measures since the 2020

election, said Maria Benson,
the group’s communications
director. That includes coordi-
nating with law enforcement
agencies before and during the
conferences, she said. 

At the group’s summer meet-
ing earlier this month in Baton
Rouge, local law enforcement
officers were visible in the
lobby and meeting areas of the
hotel where the conference was
being held. Members of the
media were instructed to keep
their credentials visible while
in the meeting area. 

‘We are in different 
times right now’

It’s not just election officials
who are commanding tighter
security during their gather-
ings. 

When the National Gover-
nors Association met earlier
this month in Portland, Maine,
security was the highest in the
state in decades. 

The heavy law enforcement
presence included city police,
state police and security
details, including troopers from
other states. Plainclothes police
roamed the event, and extra
officers were kept out of sight,
in case they were needed. 

The increased security pres-
ence took place as demonstra-
tors gathered to protest new
abortion restrictions in states
such as Arkansas, home of out-
going association chairman
and current Gov. Asa Hutchin-
son, a Republican. 

Security planning, which was
in the works for months, also

involved police K-9 units and
patrol boats in the harbor. 

‘‘We are in different times
right now,” said Shannon Moss,
spokeswoman for the Maine
Department of Public Safety.
‘‘Just look at recent events that
happened in our country —
mass shootings, violent and dis-
ruptive protests, a divisive
political climate. Law enforce-
ment has to be prepared to deal
with these kinds of potential
security threats.’’ 

There were no protesters out-
side the gathering of election
administrators this week in
Wisconsin, but the threats of
violence against election work-
ers have become so pervasive
that the group was taking no
chances on security. 

The exact location meeting —
which ended up being just a
block away from the state Capi-
tol — wasn’t revealed to
reporters who registered to
cover it until four days before
the event began. There were no
signs in the hotel announcing
the meeting. And the agenda
detailing topics to be discussed,
such as ‘‘understanding and
preventing insider threats,”
wasn’t handed out until the
start of the meeting. 

Amy Cohen, executive direc-
tor of the state elections group,
cautioned the 170 registered
attendees from 33 states to wear
their name tags when at the
event, but to take them off when
they left and went into the city. 

‘‘Don’t advertise who you are
and exactly why you’re here,’’
she said.  

Amid threats, security rises at meetings of public officials


