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OCONOMOWOC — The
Oconomowoc Area School
District Board of Education
is seeking community feed-
back on future facility plan-
ning. 

In 2022, the OASD Board
began work on a long-term
facility planning study. Ini-
tial steps included a facility
condition audit, a projected
enrollment study, and a
review of high school facility
options aligned with instruc-
tional priorities, space con-
straints, and the district’s
Athletic Strategic Plan.

The School Board dis-
cussed the reports at their
Oct. 19 regular meeting. The
audit identified several areas
that will need advanced
infrastructure repairs or
equipment replacement
either immediately or in the
near future. The most press-

ing of these needs is the OHS
HVAC system, which is 58
years old and well beyond its
expected functional life.
Other infrastructure needs
include roof repairs at both
Oconomowoc High School
and Ixonia Elementary
School. These areas have not
been addressed and the age of
the equipment and infras-
tructure repair needs go
above and beyond the annual
capital improvements budget.

Based on current enroll-
ment and future projections,
many of the schools are well-
positioned for the future;
however, Ixonia Elementary
School is already operating
beyond its functional capaci-
ty, requiring the school to use
two temporary classrooms
for learning spaces. 

Housing development
growth is projected to

increase in the Ixonia area,
along with school enroll-
ment, which will exceed Ixo-
nia Elementary’s capacity,
requiring additional space to
accommodate the class sizes
of the future.

The district reviewed
spaces at Oconomowoc High
School with a special focus
on cafeteria seating space,
the arts and music class-
rooms, the physical educa-
tion and athletics spaces, and
areas that can accommodate
large group gatherings.

The board identified four
potential projects to share
with the community for feed-
back. The district is sending
a facility survey to all dis-
trict households at the end of
November. The survey can
be completed online or by
paper and responses are
needed by Dec.14. An infor-
mation session will be held
on Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. in the
Oconomowoc High School
main cafeteria. Visit
www.oasd.org/ for more
information. 
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WAUKESHA — What started out as
a normal flight from New Orleans to
Wisconsin turned into a harrowing
experience for three people and 53
dogs. Thanks to the quick response
from the pilots, lives were saved on
Nov. 15. There were no life-threaten-
ing injuries sustained. All the ani-
mals were triaged at HAWS by staff
veterinarians.

The Freeman obtained a copy of the
Waukesha County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment incident report from the day of
the crash. 

On Nov. 15 Lake Country Fire & Res-
cue and the Waukesha County Sher-
iff’s Department responded to West-
ern Lakes Golf Club, W287-N1963
Oakton Road, after the aircraft made
a crash landing on the course.

Pilot Raymond Pruitt told authori-
ties he took off from Lakefront Air-
port in New Orleans with his first offi-
cer Kuhurram Hussain and courier
Erin Robbins. Pruitt, in his state-
ment, said that the preflight check,
takeoff and trip were all normal. Dur-
ing the approach to Waukesha County
Airport/Crites Field the plane began
to turn to the right. 

“Raymond (Pruitt) and Kuhurram
(Hussain) decided to disengage the
auto pilot to correct the problem. The
plane continued to turn to the right.
Raymond added full power and
attempted to pull up. The engines did-
n’t respond as Raymond expected,”

according to the report. 
Pruitt told authorities the plane

was a SA22 AT Metro Liner built in
1985. It held 300 gallons of fuel when
the plane landed. 

“There would have been more if the
wings were still attached due to fuel
being stored in the wings,” the report
said.

‘A death dive’
Hussain told authorities the entire

flight was “a normal flight” and there
were “no issues.” He stated they were
just cleared for landing by Crites
Field when the autopilot started mal-
functioning. Hussain said he could
tell it was not working properly and
turned it off. Both pilots were fighting
the plane to maintain control. Hus-
sain stated the plane then took “a
death dive.”

Both men noticed the golf course
and fought the plane to level out. Hus-
sain said they had “zero visibility and
blind landed on the golf course,” the
report said. 

The plane was carrying about 2,500
pounds, which is well under what has
carried before — up to 4,000 pounds. 

“Hussain stated the fuel was light
due to being at the end of the trip and
believes due to the angle of the land-
ing and fuel being light, the plane did
not explode on impact,” the report
said.

The report said the pilots had
enough fuel to get to the airport and
they believe the fuel amount wasn’t
the reason for the malfunction. 

Robbins told authorities the flight

was no different than any other flight
but could tell something was wrong
when the captains were fighting the
plane. 

“Robbins said the captains saved all
their lives with their response to the
situation,” the report said.

A witness said he observed the
plane coming in low over the trees
and banking to the right. He noticed
the plane graze the trees by golf hole
number five before bouncing off the
ground. 

The report said both pilot and co-
captain were bleeding from the face
but had no other injuries. 

The aircraft belly landed on the fifth
hole of the course and went through
multiple trees before stopping several
hundred feet after where they origi-
nally tried to land the plane. The
wings of the plane came off as a
result, according to Matthew Haerter,
assistant chief with Lake Country
Fire & Rescue.

State troopers, deputies and EMS
worked to get the dogs off the plane. 

“There were several crates that were
damaged and broke. We were able to
secure the dogs that had broken crates
to vehicles,” the report said.

The incident remains under investi-
gation by the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board and Federal Avia-
tion Administration.

Monetary donations to assist with
medical care can be made at
https://hawspets.givecloud.co/give or
dropped off at the shelter on
Northview Road. HAWS is also
accepting donations of towels, blan-
kets, plastic animal travel crates, and
enrichment toys and treats. HAWS’
Wish List for desired supply items can
be found at https://hawspets.org/in-
kind/.
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BROOKFIELD — After
over an hour of discussion,
the Brookfield Common
Council last week passed
three ordinances related to a
mixed-use workforce hous-
ing project called the Flats at
Bishops Woods over objec-
tions from neighbors and
some aldermen.

Developers Lincoln
Avenue Capital are propos-
ing a four-story building
with 203 one, two and three-
bedroom apartment units.
The proposal also includes
eight live-work units, where
residents can have a store-
front or office attached to
their apartments.

Currently occupied by two
office buildings that the city
has called obsolete, develop-
ers requested that the two
lots at the southeast corner
of Bishops Way and Bishops
Lane be merged and rezoned
to a Planned Development
District (PDD), which is in
association with their pro-
posed redevelopment plans. 

The Common Council
approved the developer’s
preliminary concept map 8-6
at their meeting Tuesday,
sharing differing viewpoints
on what type of housing
should be available in
Brookfield and which stake-
holders they should listen to.

Workforce housing
The proposal is for work-

force apartments, or hous-
ing that is for people making
between 40% and 80% of the
Brookfield median income—
between $43,000 and $86,000.
Developers say this is neces-
sary as rents continue to rise
in Brookfield.

Alderman Christopher
Blackburn did not support
the project, saying that
apartment buildings are
essentially commercial
buildings because they exist
for someone else to make
money off rents, unlike
owner-occupied units, which
are residential. 

“Quite frankly, people who
live in apartment buildings
have rights too,” Alderman
Mike Hallquist said. “I don't
like the sometimes majority
framing that single-family
home owners are the only
people in this city.”

But Alderman Kris Seals,
who represents the district
for which this project was
proposed, compared this
type of unit to a freebie. 

“My concept to this is if
you want to live in Brook-
field like all of us that do live
in Brookfield, you put your
nose to the grindstone and
live in Wauwatosa or West
Allis and save that money
until you can afford to live in
Brookfield,” Seals said.

At a public hearing in
October, local business lead-
ers and other area organiza-
tions supported the project,
saying it was vital to Brook-
field’s economic future.

“The project would pro-
vide a supply of housing
that accommodates a variety
of income levels, age groups
and household sizes, and
would help to fulfill life cycle
and local workforce housing
options,” said Nicole Ryt,
executive director of the
Waukesha County Center
for Growth, at the meeting
Tuesday.

Business interest 
vs. neighbor interest

Most neighbors oppose

the project, submitting a
petition with over 100 sig-
natures to the council. Den-
nis Russell spoke at the
meeting on behalf of own-
ers of the neighboring
Bishops Grove Condomini-
ums.

“Bishops Grove is a beau-
tiful condominium project
currently, and we hope we
can keep it that way,” he
said.

Several aldermen said
they support this project
because they want to help
businesses with staffing
problems and want to keep
Brookfield a premier busi-
ness destination. However,
others said the concern
from neighbors should be
considered more.

“I don't represent the
Waukesha Business
Alliance, the whatever busi-
nesses are saying they love
this idea,” Seals said. “I
don't work for them. I work
for the citizens of Brook-
field and the citizens that I
work for don't like this
building the way it stands.”

Neighbors’ primary con-
cern was the height and
size of the building.
According to city docu-
ments, the building is about
50 feet tall, but due to the
slope of the land, the build-
ing appears taller looking
from the east. 

Other concerns include
public safety, noise, traffic
and infrastructure being
overloaded.

“For many other reasons
than just the size and the
shape of the building, many
of us oppose it for the stress
on our community and also
for safety reasons,” said
neighbor Peggy Hamill.
“This size of a project and
the intent for changing the
makeup of our area is total-
ly unacceptable.”

City staff said that there
will be no issues with the
water supply or sewers and
they don’t anticipate traffic
issues either, though a traf-
fic analysis has not been
completed.

Future of Brookfield
The council also dis-

cussed what type of devel-
opment the city will see in
its future and what type of
development it should see.

City staff has maintained
that this project is in line
with the city’s 2050 compre-
hensive plan, which calls
for denser development in
some areas. 

“I thought that The
Reserve (a nearby apart-
ment building) was too big
and... really diminished the
quality of that portion of
Bishops Woods... I thought
that every one of these
enormous apartment build-
ings was too big,” Black-
burn said.

He added that without a
gridded street pattern and
other changes in infrastruc-
ture, Brookfield can’t sup-
port high density develop-
ment.

“There's a reality that if
you were to build out
Brookfield to its capacity as
planned now, that it still
going to be a primarily sin-
gle-family residential city,
with a ration of 80-20%,”
Hallquist said. Most offi-
cials and residents agreed
that they want to see this
lot in Bishop's Woods devel-
oped, but some were con-
cerned that if the city
makes development too
hard, developers will look
elsewhere.
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The plane that crashed onto Western Lakes Golf Course Tuesday morning struck trees on the way down, snapping the
wings off in the process.

Crew member: Pilots saved lives with
their response to plane malfunction 
Plane with 53 dogs, 3 people crashed 
at Western Lakes Golf Club Nov. 15
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