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By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — The city
of Waukesha Plan Commis-
sion will hear a proposal for
a senior living project along
Delafield Street, on Wednes-
day, Feb. 22.

The senior housing devel-
opment would have 105
units within a four story,
146,000-square-foot building
on 3.38 acres of vacant city-
owned land across the street
from City Hall. Sherman
Ventures is looking for feed-
back before submitting for-
mal plans for 210 Delafield
St. In 2021, the developer
held a neighborhood meet-
ing where issues such as
parking and building height
were discussed. People in
the neighborhood said they
would prefer to see peaked
roofs over a flat roof which
was changed for this pro-
posal. 

The 105 units will be a mix

of 55 one-bedroom, 28 one-
bedroom plus den, and 22
two-bedroom units ranging
in size from 720-1200 square
feet. Underground parking
will provide for 70 spaces,
while another 38 spaces will
be provided for surface
parking. 

An additional 52 surface
lot spaces could be provided
on site if needed, but their
desire is for green space at
this time. 

Amenities include a pool
and patios, pickle ball court,
pet run area, and a large
commons space on the first-
floor level of the building.

Additional storage areas
outside of each unit are pro-
vided on each level and in
the parking garage. The
architecture uses a gener-
ous amount of brick along
with Hardie Board siding
with a peaked roof accented
with dormers. Units have
balconies, and where grades
allow, first floor units have
walk out entrances to

Delafield Street or to the
parking lot or patios. 

Also on the Plan Commis-
sion agenda is an item to
review the draft of the Side-
walk Plan. This plan is
intended to help guide the
city, including the Plan
Commission, in determin-
ing where sidewalks should
be required when reviewing
development plans through
a prioritization of missing
sidewalks throughout the
city.

The Community Develop-
ment Department and the
Public Works Department
prepared the draft. An
inventory of sidewalks
along the public streets was
created. Staff then identi-

fied missing sidewalks,
established criteria to rank
the areas of missing side-
walks and assigned a priori-
ty level to the need for new
sidewalks where missing.
Staff also reached out to all
city aldermen to offer an
opportunity to meet on the
plan as it neared completion
and provide feedback and
comments.

The plan will help staff,
the Plan Commission,
Board of Public Works and
Council in future decisions
about sidewalks and when
they should be installed. 

The Plan Commission
will meet Wednesday at 6:30
p.m. in the Council Cham-
bers, City Hall.
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Organization has hopes of 
revitalizing Main Street corridor 

By Hunter Turpin
hturpin@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

WAUKESHA — As Habitat for Humanity of Waukesha
County is in full construction mode on its housing project on
White Rock Avenue, the organization also recently began
construction on the first two homes of its 20-home Domeni-
ca Park subdivision with the hope of finishing the first
homes by Christmas.

“It’s really exciting to have the infrastructure in and to be
done with that chapter and to turn the reins over to Habitat
and our volunteers,” said Habitat Waukesha CEO Melissa
Songco. “It’s a bit nerve-racking finishing our project off
White Rock and beginning this project at the same time
because we do need to grow our volunteer base quite a bit.”

Domenica Park is located in Waukesha’s Broadway
Heights neighborhood between Oakland and Greenfield
Avenues on land that was formerly occupied by the
Aeroshade factory that was torn down in 2017.

Habitat plans to build 16 single-family homes and two
duplex townhomes. There are four different house models,
which will be a mix of three-bedroom and four-bedroom
homes, including four ranch-style homes to accommodate
ADA families. 

The first year of homeowners have been selected, with the
exception of families for the duplex units. To be selected,
individuals apply for a home and, if they meet certain qual-
ifications, the applicant will meet with Habitat to learn more
about the partnership. 

Habitat Waukesha is starting with the duplexes in
Domenica Park as they are currently working on identical
duplexes on their White Rock project. 

“That’s why we decided to build the duplexes right away,
kind of muscle memory,” Songco said. 

The White Rock project consists of three duplexes: one is
fully drywalled, one is about to be insulated and drywalled,
and one, which is being built by Waukesha County Techni-
cal College carpentry students, is currently having interior
walls built, Songco said. They hope to finish two of these
three duplexes by the end of June.

Currently, Habitat Waukesha has about 30 volunteers that
come on a regular basis, but that’s not enough to construct
Domenica Park, Habitat Waukesha’s biggest project to date,
according to Songco.

“I really think we need to double those folks to more like 60
volunteers that come once or twice a week,” Songco said.
“We really need to double down on our efforts and we’ve
been working on that, but it’s a specific niche of a person
who wants to volunteer on a regular basis.”

New Main Street property
In April 2022, Habitat Waukesha purchased a two-family

home located at 302 E. Main St. to renovate it. The organiza-
tion is seeking a $100,000 loan from the city of Waukesha’s
Affordable Housing Development Fund.

“This fund was created to assist with development costs
associated with creating and rehabilitating affordable hous-
ing units,” city documents say.

The city’s Redevelopment Authority will consider the
request at a meeting Monday. 

Habitat Waukesha plans to convert the home back to a sin-
gle-family home, anticipating $250,000 in costs even with
Habitat discounts and volunteer labor. 

“It needs significant repairs,” Songco said.
According to Songco, Habitat Waukesha hopes renovating

this home will be the first of many homes in the Main Street
corridor.

“We purchased and rehabbed a number of properties on
White Rock and were able to really transform that through-
way, so we hope to do similar revitalization on Main Street
as well,” Songco said. “This is our first property really in
that endeavor on Main Street.”

The Redevelopment
Authority will meet at 6
p.m. in the training room of
City Hall, 201 Delafield St. 

Habitat Waukesha
moves ahead on
two multi-home

projects

Showcasing
visual arts in
Waukesha

County
Pewaukee Area Arts

Council invites works
of art by students for
competition and show  

By Rebecca Seymour
Special to The Freeman

PEWAUKEE — With its mission to
celebrate the visual arts in Wauke-
sha County, the Pewaukee Area Arts
Council will offer its 14th biannual
Showcase of Art (SOA) online exhib-
it and competition featuring the
work of the area’s high school, col-
lege and homeschooled students. 

Students may submit photographs
of their 2D (including photography)
and 3D original works of art
between March 1 and 15 on the
Pewaukee Area Arts Council (PAAC)
website under Events, SOA. The
public will be able to view the online
art gallery April 1 through May 1.

This year, PAAC will also host an
in-person reception at 6 p.m. on
April 20, at the Pewaukee Public
Library. Artists will be awarded best
in show, and first, second, and third
place ribbons and cash awards in
each category.

In 2021, more than 450 works of art
were submitted to PAAC’s Showcase
of Art. Through the online gallery,
students may include an artist's
statement about their work to pro-
vide viewers a little more insight
into their creative process.

This year’s SOA project was made
possible through the generosity of
long-time supporter of the arts in
Waukesha County, Andrea Bryant. It
is one of many free opportunities
PAAC volunteers plan throughout
the year to fulfill the organization’s
mission to bring arts to the forefront
in the community.

“SOA is the largest Waukesha
County high school art exhibit. Our
2021 SOA online gallery had more
than 14,000 page hits and 49,000 art-
work views,” said Anne Raskopf of
PAAC. “We are very proud to offer
this opportunity to the community
and are truly amazed at the talent
we see coming from the students.
Last SOA’s winners were difficult to
select with so many extraordinary

artists participating. We can't wait
to see this year’s creativity!”

PAAC scholarships
Over the years, the PAAC has award-

ed $22,000 in scholarships to talented
high school seniors in Waukesha
County intending to major in the
arts at a two- or four- college, uni-
versity or trade school.  

PAAC will continue its mission to
support students who wish to pur-
sue and practice their creative pas-
sions in the visual, performing, lit-
erary, music or multidisciplinary
arts with three, one-time scholar-

ships of $1,000 each. The scholar-
ship submission deadline is April 7. 

Scholarship recipients will be
selected on the basis of quality and
creativity of artwork, potential to
benefit from further education,
artist’s statement and financial need
(where applicable).

PAAC is a non-profit organization
established in 2004. More than 100
members are dedicated to encourag-
ing and promoting quality arts expe-
riences, programs, events and cul-
tural opportunities for the Lake
Country area. 

For more information about
PAAC, visit pewaukeearts.org.

Photo courtesy of Finley Peterson

Pictured is Finley Peterson wearing her work of art titled “The Book Dress,” that
earned Best of Show in the 3D category for the Pewaukee Area Arts Council’s
Showcase of Art online gallery and competition in 2021. Finley graduated from
Oconomowoc High School in 2022. Waukesha County high school students are
invited to submit their 2D and 3D original works of art for this year’s SOA project
March 1-15 on the PAAC website. The public will be able to view the online art
gallery April 1-May 1.

City of Waukesha Plan Commission to
review 105-unit senior housing proposal

Development would be located across the street from City Hall

Courtesy of the city of Waukesha

The Waukesha Plan Commission will hear a proposal for a
senior living project along Delafield Street. The senior hous-
ing development would have 105 units.

Lottery
Thursday, Feb. 16

WISCONSIN
Daily Pick 3                         2-0-9
Daily Pick 4                     8-3-6-5
SuperCash         2-6-14-15-24-36 
SuperCash Doubler: No
Badger 5                7-13-14-21-26

MILWAUKEE — Free
sausage will be available at
the Old German Beer Hall,
1009 N. Doctor M.L.K.
Drive, Milwaukee, on
Thursday, Feb. 23 to cele-
brate Fred Usinger Day
and the Milwaukee-based
sausage makers’ 140th
birthday.

“Usinger’s has been a
cornerstone of Milwau-
kee’s German heritage for
over 140 years, we have
been honored to celebrate
this rich history with the
entire community,” a press
release says.

Sausage per person will
be given out from 8 a.m. to
8 p.m. while supplies last.
This is the 16th annual cel-
ebration of Fred Usinger
Day at the Old German
Beer Hall.

At 6 p.m., Fritz Usinger
IV will tap a wooden keg of
Hofbräu Munich beer.
Those in attendance will
have the chance to sample
the brew, the release says.

“Usinger ‘wurstmach-
ers’ have been making
superlative quality
sausage in Milwaukee’s
historic Old World Third
Street district since 1880,”
the release says. “The site
of the original store is
located directly across the
street from the Old Ger-
man Beer Hall. The origi-
nal family recipes have
never been altered in order
to meet a competitive
price, To the Usinger
sausagemakers, it is a mat-
ter of pride to maintain
their tradition of excel-
lence.”

Free sausage,
beer for Fred
Usinger Day


