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On the brink of 

MASS EXTINCTION?

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

Back in the heyday of arcades the game
player would have a bunch of quarters
burning a hole in their pocket. James

Srnec, owner of Vintage Vault Arcade, plans to
open a free play retro arcade in Mukwonago at
715 Main St., Ste. 200. 

“What that means is you pay an admission cost
fee to get in, but everything is free,” Srnec said. 

Normally games have a hard wire on the
inside that can be switched over. Once it is
switched over the game will play when you hit
start. 

“Some games don’t. So what I do is wire the
coins switch to a button and put the button in
front of the cabinet. All you have to do is hit the
button and it acts like it puts a credit or a quar-
ter in it. You hit start and it just runs,” Srnec
said. 

This is Srnec’s first business venture but not
his first dabble in video games. The East Troy
resident has been collecting for six years.

“It’s one of those things that is a passion of
mine. I like to bring them back from the dead
such as rebuilding the monitors and adding a
new power supply in them. It’s a really reward-
ing job,” he said. 

Vintage Vault Arcade 
coming to Mukwonago

Owner James Srnec
took his arcade game
collection and made

it into a business

When James
Srnec rebuilds
an arcade
machine, he
tries to keep
them as original
as possible. Pic-
tured is a Pac
Man game.

James Srnec, owner of Vintage Vault Arcade, (pictured) plans to open a retro arcade
in Mukwonago at 715 Main St., Ste. 200.

A rare red version of Donkey Kong. Red is rare is because they were
originally RadarScope cabinets off the Nintendo factory line. The first
Donkey Kong used the leftover red cabinets until they became the
usual blue ones seen.

Courtesy of James Srnec

James Srnec first got into video games after a friend dropped off a
Ms. Pac Man game.

WAUKESHA — Due to lack of snow,
the Yukon Slide (Toboggan Run) will be
closed for the Waukesha JanBoree festival
this weekend, according to the Waukesha
Facebook page.

The JanBoree begins today and runs
through Jan. 22. Presented by Waste Man-
agement, this year’s theme is “Call of the
Wild” and will include a variety of sur-
vival and exploring activities. 

The Yukon Slide at Lowell Park, 2201
Michigan Ave., is canceled today and on
Saturday and Sunday this weekend. Sat-
urday, Jan. 21 and Sunday, Jan. 22 current-
ly remain on the schedule. Decisions on
the opening of the ice rink will be made
today. The ice rink is currently closed. 

Regardless of the weather, there are
many other activities to enjoy during the
JanBoree this weekend. This includes the
Glow Walk, fireworks, laser light show,
beer garden, winter wildlife exploration
and more. 

To find a complete list of events and
activities for the duration of the Jan-
Boree, visit https://bit.ly/3CGbnXa. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 
OF WAUKESHA

Board 
resolution

emphasizes
role of 
parents

By Hunter Turpin
hturpin@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

WAUKESHA — Should parents be con-
sidered primary decision makers and
mentors as it pertains to a child’s educa-
tion? The School District of Waukesha
Board of Education voted to approve the
“Parental Rights and Transparency” reso-
lution, which is meant to guide and
inform future discussion and policies
based on what the board believes to be
true, according to Board President Kelly
Piacsek.

“The resolution will establish guiding
principles for the development, confirma-
tion or modification of policies and proce-
dures in areas of emerging parental con-
cern,” the School District of Waukesha
said in a statement Thursday. “In addi-
tion, the resolution directs the superin-
tendent to develop or confirm procedures
to fully protect these rights of district par-
ents and their children to the extent
allowed by state and federal law.”

The resolution is divided into two pri-
mary parts. The first section reads like a
bill of rights for parents, such as “Parents
play the primary role as decision makers
in the student’s K-12 educational experi-
ence” and “Student physical safety is a
district priority”—things the board
believes to be true, Piacsek said. There are
12 of these in total.

The second section includes things the
board wishes to be true or want to be
enacted. These parental rights, the docu-
ment says, relate to curriculum appropri-
ateness and transparency, student privacy
and safety, deeply held family values, and
student personal and gender identity. 

Yukon Slide
canceled for

JanBoree due
to lack of snow

What’s being

served up 

on today’s 

Food Page?
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DELAFIELD — The Delafield Public
Library, 500 Genesee St., is hosting a Model
Train Look and Learn event on Saturday,
Jan. 28, between 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

Local model train enthusiasts from the
Milwaukee Northwestern Model Railroad
Club will be there to help others learn

about their craft and see their trains in
action, according to a statement. 

There will also be a train-related craft
activity in the children’s library. No RSVP
is necessary. 

For more information, visit  online at
http://bit.ly/3IOMw7v, or call 262-646-6230.

Resolution
From Page 1A

The resolution concludes
by calling on state and feder-
al-level officials to enhance
legislation to protect these
parental rights.

The full resolution can be
found at bit.ly/3w05pN0. 

Public response
At the beginning of the

meeting, over 20 people
spoke regarding the resolu-
tion. 

“I encourage (the board) to
do what is right and ignore
the attacks coming from a
very vocal minority and the
woke,” said resident Keith
Best. “Stay strong. Wauke-
sha strong.”

Supporters said parents
know their children best and
the resolution is putting
common-sense ideas on
paper.

Of those who spoke
against it, some were con-
cerned that the ordinance
didn’t support teachers and
others said it wasn’t neces-
sary as parents are guaran-
teed rights elsewhere. How-
ever, the most common con-
cern was that the resolution
would have negative effects,
maybe even deadly effects,
on LGBT+ students who can
only identify with their cho-
sen gender or sexuality at
school due to circumstances
at home.

“I think that comment
about ‘pretending to be
something they are not’
illustrates how there are par-
ents and a board member, at
least one, who does not
understand what it means to
be a transgender or non-
binary youth,” community
member Laurel Peterson
said, quoting a board mem-
ber from a previous meeting. 

Board discussion
The board unanimously

passed the resolution, mak-
ing only minor grammatical
changes.

“I have heard that this res-
olution could result in the
‘outing’ of students to their
family members,” said board
member Corey Montiho.
“That can be a dangerous
thing because parents, as
this resolution talks about,

have the right to their own
ideas on how to raise their
children and what their
beliefs are, and once we get
into that it can be dangerous
territory.”

Montiho said he has read
the resolution and doesn’t
think it requires or insinu-
ates that district employees
would have to “out” stu-
dents. 

“I don’t see anything that
says these educators and
staff have to notify parents
(of name or pronoun
changes),” Montiho said.
“That being said, maybe we
should ...be clear on what
happens when that does hap-
pen if this is adopted, should
there be a prohibition in this
policy that says ‘we do not
out students.’ We’re in the
business of educating stu-
dents, not raising them.”

The resolution says “Dis-
trict staff will not be permit-
ted to call a minor students
by names, nicknames or
other pronouns other than
commonly shortened or
abbreviated full names ... or
pronouns consistent with
the student’s biological sex,
without written permission
from the parent.”

Some board members
were concerned about call-
ing on higher governments
to change legislation, saying
it was unnecessary at this
point.  But Piacsek explained
her rationale, citing an
example of where state
statute and the School Board
don’t line up. 

Deputy Superintendent
Joe Koch explained that
schools and staff do what
they are allowed under law
and, within the last several
years, instruction from the
Department of Education,
Department of Public
Instruction, and other
state and federal agencies
has been changing on
issues of gender identity. 

“If a student comes for-

ward with a gender identity
question, staff know that we
have student services staff
in all our schools that can
help and assist in that con-
versation,” Koch said.
“There have been instances
where plans have been put in
place to help support stu-
dents, those plans are put in
place with the knowledge of
the parent.”

Ultimately, board mem-
bers said students are only
in school for a fraction of
their lives and parents are
the primary decision mak-
ers and mentors. 

“The right and the funda-
mental leadership, guardian-
ship of their minor child is
the parent,” board member
Karrie Kozlowski. “Our staff
are not trained, qualified, set
to be able to influence, coach,
guide that, and while this
information may come forth
to them, to me, they have an
absolute responsibility, they
must report this to the par-
ent.”

Kozlowski said the district
should be building a partner-
ship with parents, and this
resolution can help.

“It’s hard to build a part-
nership when the execution
on one side is withholding
information on a minor
child that, by definition, is
not developed or mature
enough on many of these
things to go without the act
of dedicated support,
parental involvement or a
support network,” she said. 

The resolution will be
effective March 1, according
to the district.
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A whole lot of Chef Marco
WAUKESHA — An inflatable Chef Marco stands outside Marco’s Pizza, 139 E. Broadway,
on Thursday.

WASHINGTON — Wisconsin U.S. Rep.
Scott Fitzgerald, R-Juneau, introduced
three pieces of legislation in the House of
Representatives this week.

They are the Vaccine Discharge Parity
Act, the Curriculum Review of Teachings
Transparency Act and the Separation of
Powers Restoration Act (SOPRA).

Fitzgerald was joined by House Commit-
tee on Veterans Affairs Chairman Mike
Bost, R-Ill., when introducing the Vaccine
Discharge Parity Act.

This legislation would amend Title 38,
U.S. Code, to allow any member of the
Armed Forces who receives a general dis-
charge under honorable conditions on the
sole basis of refusing the COVID-19 vac-
cine to remain eligible for G.I. Bill educa-
tion benefits.

“Those who have fought to defend our
country should never be deprived of the
benefits they so rightly deserve,” said
Fitzgerald. “While Republicans fought
successfully to revoke the COVID-19 vac-
cine mandate for our service members,
there’s still more work to do. We must con-
tinue to fight for those unjustly stripped of

the benefits they earned.”
House Committee on Edu-

cation and the Workforce
Chairwoman Virginia Foxx,
R-N.C., joined Fitzgerald in
introducing the Curriculum
Review of Teachings Trans-
parency Act.

This legislation would
force local school districts to

post the curriculum for each grade of their
elementary and secondary schools on a
publicly accessible website as a condition
of federal funding.

“Parents have the right to know what
their children are being taught in the class-
room,” said Fitzgerald.

Finally, Fitzgerald introduced the Sepa-
ration of Powers Restoration Act (SOPRA).

This legislation would amend Title 5, U.S.
Code, to provide and clarify the nature of
judicial review and oversight of federal
agency actions.

According to a press release by Fitzger-
ald, this legislation would mitigate the
abuse of power by unelected staff in feder-
al agencies.

WASHINGTON — House Republicans on
Wednesday recommended Wisconsin U.S.
Rep. Scott Fitzgerald, R-Juneau, to serve
on the House Financial Services Commit-
tee.

The Financial Services Committee has
jurisdiction over issues pertaining to the
economy, the banking system, housing,
insurance and securities and exchanges.
The committee also has jurisdiction over
monetary policy, international finance,

international monetary organizations and
efforts to combat terrorist financing.

“I’m honored to be picked to serve on the
House Financial Services Committee,”
said Fitzgerald. “American taxpayers and
businesses desperately need pro-growth
policies and regulatory stability to combat
persistent inflation and economic uncer-
tainty. I look forward to working to
advance fiscally responsible solutions to
rebuild the nation’s economy.”

TOWN OF OTTAWA — A key piece of
property in Waukesha County is now per-
manently protected for the Ice Age Nation-
al Scenic Trail, according to a press
release.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) recently purchased a 30-
acre parcel in the Town of Ottawa. This
property will connect with other proper-
ties owned by the Ice Age Trail Alliance to
the north, adding nearly one mile of new
trail, a short interpretive loop and a park-
ing area, according to the release.

This new trail will also eliminate a half-
mile of road walk on Waterville Road,
which has become increasingly dangerous
as a result of more road traffic and
increased trail use, the release says.

The Ice Age Trail, a 1,200 mile footpath
contained entirely in Wisconsin, is one of
11 national scenic trails.

“We’ve seen this as a key property for
more than 20 years,” said Kevin Thusius,
senior director of land conservation
strategy for the Ice Age Trail Alliance. “It
is vital for the connection of the Ice Age
Trail.”

The Ice Age Trail Alliance, a nonprofit
group supporting the Ice Age Trail, donat-
ed $21,500 toward the purchase using
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship funds, a fund
created in 1989 to preserve important natu-
ral communities and expand opportunities
for outdoor recreation, among other
things, the release says.

The new DNR property includes an inter-
esting geologic feature, a drumlin. A drum-
lin is a teardrop-shaped hill of rock, sand
and gravel formed under a moving glacier.
Wisconsin is home to one of the largest
concentrations of drumlins, the release
says, but very few are found along the Ice
Age Trail. 

“In addition to preserving the amazing
geology on the property, the land will
eventually be restored to native habitats,”
Thusius said. “This land protection is not
just a win for the trail, but for conserva-
tion.”

This land, which is owned in part by the
Kettle Moraine State Forest, is not current-
ly open to the public, but the Ice Age Trail
Alliance hopes it will be open in late 2023
or 2024, the release says.

DNR purchases key piece
of land for Ice Age Trail

Fitzgerald introduces three
pieces of legislation to start

118th Congress

Fitzgerald

Fitzgerald recommended 
to serve on House Financial

Services Committee

Model Train Look and Learn event 
at the Delafield Public Library 

By Benjamin Yount
The Center Square contributor 

One of the authors of Wisconsin’s pro-
posed constitutional amendments on bail
reform doesn’t understand why opponents
don’t want judges to have the full picture of
people in their courtrooms.

State Rep. Cindi Duchow, R-Delafield,
told News Talk 1130 WISN’s Jay Weber

Thursday that it doesn’t
make sense to limit a judge
to only considering whether
someone is a flight risk
when setting bail.

“This is common sense,”
Duchow said. “Why would-
n’t we want a judge to look
at your past criminal con-
victions and your danger to

society when setting bail? Why wouldn’t
we want the judge to have the full picture
of the criminal when making these deci-
sions? I don’t know why giving them all of
the information is a bad idea.”

Duchow started working on the bail
reform proposal back in 2017, but it gained
momentum after Darrell Brooks Jr. killed
six people and injured 60 others in his

November 2021 attack on the Waukesha
Christmas Parade.

Duchow said a Milwaukee County judge
released Brooks on $1,000 bail just days
before the attack, despite his long criminal
history.

“This will help us hold those Milwaukee
judges’ feet to the fire,” Duchow added. “I
am hoping that the elected officials in Mil-
waukee will step up and say to these judges
‘It’s time to be reasonable. We can’t let
someone with 20 past convictions for beat-
ing up someone back on the street.’”

Duchow’s amendment passed both the
state Assembly and Senate last year, with
support from both Republicans and
Democrats. The amendment had a hearing
this week in both an Assembly and Senate
committee.

The hope is to vote again on the amend-
ment in time to get it on the April ballot.

Duchow hopes to have Democratic sup-
port this time around as well.

“I know that, for sure, I’ve got a couple
that are going to sign on and vote with us
next week,” Duchow said of Democrats.
“They’re the ones who have the biggest
problems. They’re the ones who should be
asking for this.”

Duchow: Bail reform amendment
will ‘hold judges’ feet to the fire’

Duchow


