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WAUKESHA — Six designs for
memorials recognizing and honor-
ing all of the victims impacted by
the Waukesha Christmas Parade
tragedy will be reviewed at an
upcoming Parade Memorial Com-
mission meeting.

At the upcoming Tuesday, July 26
meeting the commission is expect-
ed to decide on the top three designs
for public input as well as discuss
fundraising for the memorials.

A smaller memorial site of
recognition has been selected by
the commission, which is along the
parade route on Main Street. A
larger memorial will also be locat-
ed at city-owned Grede Park,
across the river and across Wiscon-
sin Avenue from Veterans Park.

Submissions
One submitted design is by Car-

men De La Paz, which features a 7-
to 8-foot sculpture of bronze

cupped hands holding a mosaic-
tiled heart, inside a circle of land-
scaping. In addition, six trees fac-
ing the hands and six benches will 

See MEMORIAL, PAGE 2A
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The skyline of Milwaukee, along Lake Michigan, is
pictured on Feb. 8, 2019. Milwaukee moved anoth-
er step closer to hosting the 2024 Republican
National Convention on Friday when a site selection
committee unanimously recommended the event be
held there rather than Nashville, Tenn.

MADISON (AP) — Milwau-
kee moved another step closer
to hosting the 2024 Republican
National Convention on Friday
when a site selection commit-
tee unanimously recommend-
ed the event be held there
rather than Nashville, Ten-
nessee. 

The Republican National
Committee would still need to

approve the location at its
meeting Aug. 2-5 in Chicago.
Nashville could still be the
winner, but that city’s chances
hit a roadblock earlier this
month when opposition led
proponents to withdraw a pro-
posed agreement about how to
host the event. 

‘‘Today, the Site Selection
Committee voted to recom-

mend Milwaukee to host the
2024 Republican National Con-
vention and it is a testament to
the forthright and professional
behavior embraced by Milwau-
kee’s city leaders throughout
the process,” RNC Senior Advi-
sor Richard Walters said in a
statement. ‘‘A final decision
will be made by Chairwoman
McDaniel and the full RNC in

the coming weeks.’’ 
Milwaukee was chosen by

Democrats to host the 2020 con-
vention, but the coronavirus
pandemic forced that meeting
to be held nearly entirely
online. President Joe Biden
accepted the nomination in
Delaware, not Milwaukee. 

Milwaukee gets recommendation 
to host 2024 GOP convention

See CONVENTION, PAGE 5A

Committee passes
ordinance allowing
department to use

seized funds
By Hunter Turpin
Special to The Freeman

WAUKESHA —The Waukesha Coun-
ty Judiciary and Law Enforcement
Committee addressed budgetary and
staffing concerns within the sheriff’s
department, passing an ordinance to
fund equipment replacement and hear-
ing an update on hiring and overtime,
in a meeting on Friday. 

The sheriff’s department announced
that transfers from the Huber Facility
are completed for the year; this was one
of the major adjustments the depart-
ment made to create efficiencies both

Falls school 
district selects
search firm for
superintendent 
MENOMONEE FALLS — The School

District of Menomonee Falls selected
Hazard Young Attea Associates (HYA)
to spearhead its search for an interim
superintendent for this school year and
permanent superintendent for the 2023-
24 school year. The Board of Education
chose the firm from two candidates at a
special meeting on Tuesday.

“It was a unanimous vote,” said Eric
Pelzer, president of the SDMF School
Board. “The thing we liked best about
HYA was their analytical approach and
that they were data-driven. We also
liked the dashboard interface that all of
the board members will have access to
during the process, giving us real-time
updates in response to the survey we
will be doing.”

Get your guide
to the Waukesha
County Fair
inside today!

Sheriff’s
department 
to update

equipment,
training

See FALLS, PAGE 5A

See SHERIFF, PAGE 5A
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Waukesha Christmas Parade 
Memorial designs revealed

Six designs to be considered at upcoming
Parade Memorial Commission meeting

Courtesy of city documents

A memorial design submitted by Carmen De La Paz features a sculpture of cupped hands holding a heart with
trees and benches. A domed light would be embedded into the ground that shoots a bright light into the sky.

A proposed design submitted by Monument Warehouse features large
stone monuments featuring the names and images of the six people who
lost their lives at the parade.

Inside
■ Council to review holiday lights
display as it approaches one-year
anniversary of the Waukesha
Christmas Parade tragedy. 2A
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WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha man who absconded
from the Waukesha County
Huber Facility in 2010 was
put on probation for three
years Friday.

Juan Torres Suarez, 44,
pleaded guilty to a count of
escape Friday. Waukesha
County Circuit Judge J.
Arthur Melvin III imposed a
sentence of 18 months in
prison and 24 months on
supervision but stayed it in
favor of the probation term,
online court records show.
Melvin allowed for the pro-
bation supervision to be
transferred to Texas.

Repeated attempts to
reach Suarez’s attorney,
public defender Ricardo
Tapia, for comment Friday
were not successful.

District Attorney Susan
Opper said in an email, “I
can’t tell you where he was
during that time and I don’t

know the circumstances of
his recent arrest.”

A criminal complaint in
the case said Suarez entered
a plea to a fourth offense of
operating while intoxicated
January 20, 2010 and was to
be sentenced the following
April. But on March 18 of
that year, Suarez was
released on Huber privileges
and never returned to the
jail, the complaint said.

Online court records indi-
cate he next appeared in
court April 20, 2022, for an
initial appearance, since
which time he has been held
on $10,000 cash bond.

In the OWI case from 2009,
Suarez entered a plea to OWI
fourth offense Jan. 20, 2010
and saw a charge of operat-
ing while revoked dismissed
as part of that plea agree-
ment. On Friday he was sen-
tenced to spend 275 days in
jail, but given credit for 241

days already served.
Suarez also was charged

in a 2010 case with disorder-
ly conduct - domestic abuse
and misdemeanor bail jump-
ing for committing a crime
while the OWI matter was
pending. He entered a plea of
guilty to the bail jumping
count and saw the other
count dismissed in a Jan-
uary 2010 plea agreement.
On Friday he was sentenced
to serve 45 days in jail
beyond the OWI sentence.

Sheriff
From Page 1A

financially and in hiring.
The department also said it
wants to update equipment
and training following mass
shootings, such as in Uvalde,
Texas.

“I, in an effort to be as
transparent as I can humanly
possibly be, tell you that we
do not have a funding source
to do equipment replacement
beyond this year,” Waukesha
County Sheriff Eric Sever-
son said. “We need to ask for
help or we need to make a
decision that we’re not going
to provide the equipment
necessary to do our job.”

Budget ordinance
The committee unanimous-

ly passed an ordinance to
ease budget concerns by mod-
ifying the 2022 county sher-
iff’s department budget,
allowing seized funds to be
used by the department.
Seized funds are the proceeds
from criminal activity that
law enforcement seizes fol-
lowing an investigation prov-
ing the money was made

unlawfully.
The ordinance would allow

$60,000 in seized funds cur-
rently reserved in the coun-
ty’s general fund to be used
by the department for equip-
ment updates, according to
county documents.

Federal guidelines require
that these funds be used to
enhance law enforcement
activities. Thus, $12,000 will
be used to purchase breach-
ing tools for vehicles; the
other $48,000 will be for bal-
listic shields for school
resource officers in high
schools and a handful of
patrol vehicles, County
Inspector Jim Gumm said. 

The sheriff’s department
said that recent active shoot-
er situations, including that
in Uvalde, have made ballis-
tic shields a more pressing
issue for the department.

“We consider this, unfortu-
nately, the world we live in,”
Gumm said. “This is a neces-
sary piece of equipment and,
I think, the public expects
that law enforcement have
this capability and be able to
utilize it in absolute crisis
and emergency.”

Severson said that, while

he feels good about the
department’s capabilities to
respond in a mass shooting,
the department still wants to
improve and is working on
active shooter training mod-
ules for officers.

“...we are actually requir-
ing our officers to look at evi-
dence in Uvalde,” Severson
said. “We’re completely revis-
iting our operations and our
training to make sure that
the deficiencies of other
agencies during these highly
critical, highly dangerous sit-
uations aren’t going to be
repeated.”

For decades, seized funds
could be used by law enforce-
ment, but after some abuse of
the system in other agencies,
there was a bipartisan move-
ment at the state and federal
level to place restrictions on
seizure and forfeiture of pro-
ceeds from criminal enter-
prises, limiting their ability

to use them, Severson
explained. He said that, today,
the department is spending
this balance faster than it’s
being replenished and is pre-
dicting the department will
not be able to support its
sworn equipment replace-
ment plan beyond 2023,
necessitating this ordinance.

Hiring update
Ahead of a correctional offi-

cer hiring event next week,
the sheriff’s department
reported that deputy overtime
is down 20% from this time
last year, but correctional offi-
cer overtime is up 8%. 

The department had five
open deputy positions as of
Friday and was interviewing
five applicants the same day.
If all those positions are
taken, the department’s
deputy staff would be filled
but not fully trained as
upwards of 35 officers will

complete training by the end
of the year. However, that’s
only half of the organization.

In the corrections division,
16 CO job openings were
filled since the meeting in
June, but the department is
anticipating between 10 and
15 openings yet to be filled by
the job fair. The job fair will
be held Monday and Tuesday
from 12-8 p.m. at the Ingleside
Hotel in Waukesha.

Other action
The committee also passed

a resolution, with one board
member opposed, to desig-
nate the Waukesha County
Communications Center as
the single public safety
answering point, or where
911 calls are answered, in
order to receive grant money
from the state. The grant
money would be used to give
employees advanced training
and pay for equipment.
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Convention
From Page 1A

But city leaders argued
that their preparations for
hosting that convention
put them in the best posi-
tion to welcome Republi-

cans to town in 2024. They
have called the city
‘‘turnkey’’ ready for the
event. 

Leaders in the Democrat-
ic stronghold of Milwau-
kee joined together with
Republican power brokers,
including former RNC

Chairman Reince Priebus,
to make the pitch for host-
ing the 2024 convention.
Priebus, a former White
House chief of staff under
former President Donald
Trump and Wisconsin
state GOP chairman, leads
the local committee for the

convention. 
Trump narrowly won

Wisconsin in 2016, but lost
to Biden by a nearly identi-
cal margin in 2020.  

Wisconsin could deter-
mine who wins in 2024,
while Tennessee has not
backed a Democrat for

president since 1996. In the
convention contest, histo-
ry would seem to favor Mil-
waukee. For two decades,
Republicans have placed
their nominating conven-
tion in swing states —
North Carolina, Ohio and
Florida.  

Falls
From Page 1A

The board will work closely
with HYA on the search time-
line and will share the next
steps as soon as the informa-
tion is available.   

Menomonee Falls Superin-
tendent Corey Golla left his
position after his contract
expired on June 30. He accept-
ed a position as a high school

principal in another district.
“Although the School Dis-

trict of Menomonee Falls is
currently experiencing a
great deal of change, we are
excited to share that we con-
tinue to make progress in fil-
ing administrator vacancies
from retirements and resig-
nations,” the district said. 

Superintendent search web
page: https://www.fallss-
chools.org/board/superin-
tendent-search.

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A Milwau-
kee man has been charged in
Waukesha County Circuit
Court after he allegedly kept
a woman and her child from
leaving his presence for three
days earlier this month.

Darryl Mire, 38, was
charged July 7 with two
counts of kidnapping, intimi-
dating a victim, misde-
meanor bail jumping and
misdemeanor and felony
counts of bail jumping for
allegedly committing new
crimes while other matters
are pending. The case was
remained under seal until a
Freeman open records
request was filed Thursday.
Mire appeared in court Tues-
day, where he was ordered
held on $100,000 cash bond
and ordered to remain at
least two miles from alleged
victims and witnesses in the
case.

Calls made to his attorneys
in the Waukesha office of the
State Public Defender were
not returned Friday.

Details from complaint
A criminal complaint said

a woman reported she is an
ex-girlfriend of Mire’s, and
met with him, her three chil-
dren and another woman at a
Waukesha apartment on
June 29.  The woman report-
ed she hadn’t had contact
with Mire since a domestic
disturbance nine days earlier
in Milwaukee. The next day,
as they went to leave, the
other woman had an inter-

view; “Victim A” as she is
identified in the complaint
said she wanted to go home
and told Mire and the woman
to leave her car. Mire told her
“that’s not how things are
(going) to go. I’m going to give
you five seconds to change
your attitude,” counted down
from give to one, then rushed
to the car, where one of the
woman’s children was in a
baby seat and grabbed the
seat “as a way to control” the
woman, the complaint said. 

Mire got in the driver’s
seat, the other woman also
got in the car, Mire put the
baby between them, and told
Victim A to “get in the car, be
quiet because Waukesha
police don’t play.” The
woman pleaded for Mire to
give her son to her, but he
struck her, the complaint
said. Mire told her, “if the
police have to come here, you
know that I’m going to kill
your baby ... so you need to
comply,” the complaint said.

Seeing her other kids begin
to cry and worried her tod-
dler would get hurt, the
woman got in the car, and
Mire drove them all to an
appointment for the other
woman, then to a store for a
money transaction. The
woman convinced Mire to go
to Milwaukee to drop off the
other two children with other
family members.

Mire, Victim A and the
other woman returned to the
Waukesha apartment and
spent the night; the other
woman left the next morning,
upsetting Mire, the com-
plaint said. Victim A said she
had to go to Racine to get a

check, Mire
said if he’d
give her the
check he’d let
her go, “that
she owed him
money for
putting time into her,” and
kept the baby close to him to
keep Victim A nearby, the
complaint said. Mire refused
to let the woman go into
stores with the baby, and
Mire took the child with him
to an appointment with a pre-
trial monitoring agency in
Milwaukee so the woman
would not leave, the com-
plaint said. 

On July 2, they spent the
night at a Milwaukee resi-
dence. Mire told her he was
going to buy a pair of hand-
cuffs because “he needed to
keep her contained,” the com-
plaint said. The woman
reported they slept with Mire
lying on top of her so he
could feel if the woman
moved; she was able to get
away from him during the
night, grabbing her child and
leaving other items behind,
to go to police and report the
incident, the complaint said. 

It added Mire continued to
text and try to call the woman,
aware that she’d reported the
events to police, demanding
that she tell him where she is
so he could come get her and
that she retract her report to
police and say that she lied,
the complaint said. 

“The defendant told Victim
A that he had nothing to lose
and nothing to live for and
that the copes will have to
shoot him,” the complaint
said.

Waukesha man gets probation for
walking away from jail 12 years ago

Milwaukee man charged with
kidnapping woman, child 

Complaint: Suspect threatened to kill toddler

Mire

By Faith Rae
frae@conleynet.com

262-513-2644

PEWAUKEE — The Village Board on
Tuesday will discuss possible action regard-
ing parking in the downtown area along the
lakefront.  Along that area on Wisconsin
Avenue lies a strip of businesses that could
be impacted by a possible decision. 

Sarah Stephens, owner of Beach Bum
Bakery, located across the street from the
lakefront,  said if they take away public
parking along the strip, she will most likely
go out of business. Stephens is located a few
blocks away from the nearest parking lot,
which is already reserved for three other
businesses and is independently owned. 

“Who’s going to park a couple of blocks
down for a cookie?” asked Stephens, who
said most of her customers admitted when
there isn’t parking available right in front of
the shop, they don’t stop in. 

She has a parking lot behind her business
but feels that customers won’t be willing to
carry the heavy cakes she sells all the way
around the shop, considering that she does-
n’t have a back entrance. 

When Wisconsin Avenue is shut down for
events, Beach Bum Bakery loses between 30
to 50 percent of their revenue for the day. If
they were to take the public parking located
on the same street away, they may lose that
much revenue everyday without the parking
options, said Stephens. 

Other business owners weigh in
Brendan Moore, owner of Twisted Vine

Wine Shop and Bar, is all for eliminating
public parking spots along Wisconsin
Avenue. Similar to Beach Bum Bakery,
Moore’s business has a parking lot in the
back and no back entrance, though he is not
worried about it. 

According to Moore, the biggest complaint
he receives from his customers is that they
aren’t able to see the lake while in the out-
door seating area because cars in the park-
ing spots block their view. 

“The reason that I’m for it is because dur-
ing the week, 90% of these spots are taken
by people on they beach and they’re not
coming here (his store),” said Moore. 

Moore has heard various possible options,

including removing select spots or only
removing parking on certain days of the
week. None of these possibilities have been
confirmed. 

Scott Hoggatt, owner of VeloCity Cycling,
is also all for the removal of parking spots.
However, he is understanding of the busi-
nesses that may be affected by it. 

VeloCity Cycling is one of the three busi-
nesses that share the independently owned
parking lot, and Hoggatt said most of the
parking spots in front of his shop are used
by people going to the lake anyway. 

“I understand that for Beach Bum Bakery,
they’re highly dependent on that parking
because they don’t have a rear entrance to
their store,” said Hoggatt. 

With the bakery located a couple blocks
from Hoggatt’s business, he thinks the park-
ing decision should vary in front of each
business. 

“I support her (Stephens), and I don’t want
to see the bakery get put out of business
because of the parking,” said Hoggatt. “I
would love to see them do a multi-tier solu-
tion.”

According to Stephens, the Village Board
wants to prevent people from walking across
the street without using the crosswalks.
Stephens proposed that instead of removing
parking, they put up a fence or beach side
planters along the edge of the walkway to
funnel people to the crosswalks. 

At the board meeting on June 21, Village
President Jeff Knutson asked Siepmann
Realty Team President Jim Siepmann for
more information on fencing downtown in
front of the businesses. The barricades cost
$1,250 each totaling to $48-50,000. More
options were discussed in the meetings that
followed. 

Stephens asked the Village Board to allow
her to keep the two 15-minute parking spots
in front of her bakery and designate them
for her shop only. The board said they could-
n’t privatize public parking and Stephens
couldn’t confirm if the two spots would be
enough. 

A petition started by Stephens to prevent
parking from being taken away has around
75 signatures from other businesses and her
customers. She plans to bring it with her to
the next Village Board meeting on Tuesday
at the Village Hall, 235 Hickory St. 

Faith Rae/Freeman Staff

Public parking spots on Wisconsin Avenue in Pewaukee.

PEWAUKEE

Business owners along
Wisconsin Avenue discuss

parking elimination


