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Shock of an 
entire nation
AS a South African it was  
impossible not to feel an 
overwhelming sense of pride and 
emotion whenever I watched 
Pistorius run. 

Every time he crossed the 
finish line, I wanted to break 
down and cry because, to us, 
he is no ordinary hero. 

He is the Blade Runner – our 
legend. A man who achieved 
the impossible and went on to 
become the first double 
amputee to compete in the 
Olympic Games. But now that 
has all been overshadowed.

The effect this story has had 
on my family, friends and the 
entire nation is unbelievable. 

We are a country of very few 
heroes, so the ones we do have 
become almost god-like. 

And when they let us down, 
like cricketer Hansie Cronje, for 
match fixing, and rugby player 
Joost van der Westhuizen, for 
drugs, they have a spectacular 
fall from grace.

world exclusive: horror of   murder charge paralympian

dating: Pistorius with nationally-acclaimed beauty Reeva and, right, the runner with Justin

THE best friend of Oscar Pistorius 
told yesterday how the Paralympic 
hero called him moments after 
his girlfriend was shot and later 
sobbed: “My baba, I’ve killed my 
baba. God take me away.”

Businessman Justin Divaris, who 
introduced model Reeva Steenkamp to 
the London 2012 double gold winner, said 
Pistorius phoned him first instead of 
emergency services.

Speaking exclusively to the Sunday 
People, Justin, 27, said: “It’s all very sad. 
Oscar called me at 3.55 am saying that 
Reeva had been shot. 

“I said to him, ‘What are you talking 
about? I don’t understand you?’ He then 
repeated himself – ‘There has been a 
terrible accident, I shot Reeva’.

“Next thing his neighbour picked up 
the phone and told me it was true and 
told me to get to Oscar’s home.

“I was in total shock. I asked the 
neighbour, ‘Is she OK?’ Did the gun go 
off by accident?’ She replied, ‘No. She’s 
not OK. You need to get here’.”

Justin and his girlfriend Sam dashed to 
26-year-old Pistorius’s luxury home on 
the security-patrolled Silver Woods estate 
in Pretoria, South Africa, in the early 
hours of Valentine’s Day.

The police had already arrived and 
were holding the double amputee super-
star – nicknamed Blade Runner because 
of his state-of-the-art artificial limbs – in 
his garage.

Justin, chief executive of luxury car 
sales firm Daytona Group, said: “It was 
very traumatic. By the time we got there 
it was already a crime scene and we 
weren’t allowed in the house.

“But we could see Reeva through the 
door lying there covered in blankets and 
towels at the bottom of the stairs. 

Sobbing
“I think Oscar planned to take her to 

the hospital but the neighbour had 
covered her in towels.

“Oscar was being detained in the garage 
but they allowed me access to speak to 
him. He was totally incoherent and just 
kept saying, ‘My baba, I’ve killed my baba. 
God take me away’. He must have been 
sobbing there for a whole hour.

“I was with him for 10 minutes and 
asked him exactly what had happened but 
he couldn’t answer and just kept repeating 
the same thing.”

Justin added: “It is so sad. I introduced 
Reeva to Oscar. She was a really good 
friend of mine too and actually had been 
a friend longer. She is a best friend of my 
girlfriend.

“I don’t understand exactly what 
happened but the truth will come out.”

Reeva, who had been dating Pistorius 
since November and is said to have 
complained he was becoming possessive, 
had arrived at his house at 7pm.

Several hours before the shooting, 
wealthy neighbours complained to the 
estate’s security guards about loud 
noise coming from the house and asked 
them to stop it.

Reeva, 29, is believed to have been 
sitting on a toilet when she was hit four 
times – in the arm, head, hip and finger 
– by three bullets fired through the 
bathroom door.

It is believed she was still alive as 
Oscar carried her downstairs and  tried 
to revive her.

Blood stains were found on the walls,  
indicating her heart was pumping.

It is claimed Oscar was still holding 
Reeva in his arms and performing 
mouth-to-mouth when paramedics 
arrived. Neighbours said they heard 

face of 
disbelief
The Paralympic 
gold winner 
listens to the 
murder charge

His experts
will search
the house
PISTORIUS is to send his own  
forensic team into his luxury home 
as he fights to clear his name.

He will pay them to comb every 
inch of the large property in an 
exclusive gated community where 
R e e v a  S t e e n k a m p  w a s  
fatally shot. They will move in after 
police experts have finished.

The Blade Runner was said to be 
“numb with shock and grief” as he 
waits behind bars for his next court 

appearance. 
H i s  u n c l e , 

Arnold Pistorius, 
said the family 
“ s t r o n g l y 
re futes” the 
murder charge.

H e  a d d e d : 
“ T h e y  h a d  
plans together 

and Oscar was happier in his  
private life than he had been for a 
long time.”

During his last hearing the chief 
magistrate suggested Pistorius was 
getting preferential treatment  
because he is being held at a police 
station instead of prison.

But his lawyers argued for him 
to be remanded to Brooklyn police 
station near his Pretoria home, to 
allow them better access.

At the next hearing on Tuesday 
they will plead for him to be  
released on remand.

by Lewis Panther
EXCLUSIVE

DEATH SCENE: 
Pistorius home
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MAN UTD	 v READING 8PM
TOMORROWRVP’s plea to gaffer over OT rotation policy

get into a rhythm and get used to a 
game every three days.

“And when you don’t play for more 
than a week, it can take you 10-15 
minutes to start the next game 
because you miss that rhythm.

“So I prefer to keep going, to keep 
playing game after game. That’s why 
I want to play against Reading. I 
really hope the manager picks me.”

Van Persie had only one thing in 
mind when he quit Arsenal in 
a £24million switch to 
United last summer – 
trophies. Now he  
has the Premier 
League, 
Champions 
League and FA 
Cup in his sights.

The Holland 
ace added: “I have 
played a couple of 
big games for 
United already 
and I love that. 
The smaller games are 
important too – because they 
are the games that make you 
champions.

  Fluffed
“And when you are at Manchester 

United every game is a big game. But 
the matches against teams like Real 
Madrid are the icing on the cake.

“Games against Man City, against 
Liverpool in the Premier League and 
Real in the Champions League are 
fantastic because you have to be at 
the highest level every time.”

The 23-goal star could have been 
the hero in the Bernabeu with a couple 
of late chances to beat Jose Mourinho’s 
men and take a precious lead back to 
Old Trafford.

But the normally deadly Dutchman 
fluffed his lines for once, leaving the 
tie perfectly poised at 1-1. He said: 
“That second chance just after I had 
hit the bar, that should go in. I slightly 
mishit it. I wanted to hit it hard, but 
I just could not produce the power.

“It is a fair result. It could have 
gone both ways. We could have 

nicked it, they could have nicked it.
“Games like this are among the 

greatest you can play in as a player. 
Before we went out the manager said, 
‘Don’t play the occasion, play the 
game’ and I think we did that.”

Van Persie said he deliberately 
didn’t buy into the hype that the  
two-legged tie with Madrid is a battle 
between him and former United 
superstar Cristiano Ronaldo.

He added: “I usually read 
the papers, but I didn’t 

this week for that 
reason.

“This tie is not 
about me against 
Ronaldo. It isn’t 
about one or 
two p layers .  
This is two great 
teams playing 
each other and 

that’s the way I 
approached  i t , 

that’s the way we ap-
proached it as a team.”

Despite holding a precious 
away goal, Van Persie reckons the tie 
is far from won for United.

He insisted: “We can’t afford to sit 
back and think the job’s done, but that’s 
not in United’s DNA.

“We know great teams – Barcelona, 
Real, Manchester United – don’t 
worry about if it is home or away.

“If you are a small club then yes 
it can make a difference, but not 
for us at United. And not for Real. 
We didn’t really care where the 
game was being played. 

“If we’d been playing in the park 
down the street we would have played 
the same way, with the same intensity 
and energy.

“We are all good, experienced 
players who are used to games like 
this. And that showed. Hopefully, we 
can go far in the Champions League 
this season – and test ourselves 
against other top teams like Real.

“But let’s just get beyond Real 
Madrid first. It is a massive 
test for us.” 

RVP has 
revealed his pre-

match secret – green tea. 
The striker was seen holding a 

cup as he took a stroll near 
Manchester United’s 

team hotel on the 
morning of the game 

against Real Madrid. “It 
was green tea,’’ said 
the Dutchman. “I 

always drink that 
before a game” 

FLYING: Robin van Persie doesn’t want a rest – he wants to play on

Not so Fondre the
‘supersub’ label

heroes. My dad is a massive 
supporter as well so it will be a very 
special game.”

Le Fondre had a brief spell at 
United when he was a schoolboy 
before being given the boot after 
being branded ‘lazy’.

But the former Rotherham ace 
insists he is not out for revenge.

Le Fondre added: “I trained with 
United for about six weeks when I 
was seven and scored a hat-trick in a 
trial game for their under-nines.

“I was devastated when they 
pulled me aside and said I wasn’t 
being taken on because I was lazy.

“I remember crying in the shower 
afterwards but I don’t wish them any 
harm because I am still a supporter.”

The Royals striker has certainly 
caught the eye of Manchester 
United’s manager. 

Sir Alex Ferguson said: “Le Fondre 
seems to have  done all his scoring in 
the home games. He scores late goals 
and I think Brian McDermott their 
manager  has had a turn around 
since Christmas when they looked 
destined to go down.

“Now they are rescuing games in 
the last few minutes and getting 
results. There is a lot of fight in them.

“After we play them they have a 
big home game on Saturday when 
they are home to Wigan and I’m just 
wondering what kind of team he will 
play against us.

“ I’ll be surprised if it’s their 
strongest team, but you never know.”

Manchester United fan Adam Le 
Fondre is desperate to shake off the 
tag of supersub.

But he’s got a real fight on his 
hands after Sir Alex Ferguson praised 
him for being exactly that this week.

Fergie said: “I watched Le Fondre 
at Stockport and it is a big step up 

from Stockport to the Premier 
League but you have to give the 
boy some credit.

“Players that can come on 
and be a good sub are valuable 
– Ole Gunnar Solskjaer did it for 
us. He was a terrific sub. 
Chicharito, too – I think Le 
Fondre is the same.’’

Rare
Le Fondre, who will get a rare 

starting chance at Old Trafford 
tomorrow, grew up worshipping 
Solskjaer and has been compared to 
the Norwegian because of the 
number of goals he scores after 
coming off the bench. 

Le Fondre (left) said: “I have been 
a United fan all my life and 
remember Solskjaer because of his 
goals. I know he made his name as a 
sub but I don’t want to do that – I 
want to start.

“The gaffer has rotated the squad 
a bit for the cup games so far, so 
hopefully I will be in the team. Ever 
since I was a kid and it has always 
been my dream to score at Old 
Trafford. 

“Eric Cantona and 
Brian McClair were my 

by Alex Crook and Steve Bates

Man Utd 2/9 ■■ Reading 10/1 Draw 5/1

toMORROW’s LIKELY LINE-UPS

MAN UTD: De Gea – Jones, Vidic, Smalling, Evra – 

Anderson, Cleverley, Kagawa, Valencia – Hernandez, Nani

READING: Federici – Mariappa, Morrison, Shorey, 

Kelly – Karacan, Leigertwood, Robson-Kanu, 

McCleary – Le Fondre, Hunt

REFEREE: Andre Marriner

BIG MATCH BETS

CRISTIANO RONALDO headed into the Manchester United 
dressing room after facing his old pals in The Bernabeu this week. 
And despite scoring Real Madrid’s match-saving equalizer to leave 

the tie balanced at 1-1, Ronaldo copped a mickey-taking blitz from his 
former team-mates. United boss Sir Alex Ferguson revealed: “Ronaldo 

came into the dressing room after the game to see the lads and we had 
good banter. He was on good form. He was in the dressing room for a 

while. He got a bit of stick, right enough but that’s water off a duck’s back 
to Ronaldo. I’m sure he will be looking forward to coming back to Old 
Trafford for the second leg. He’s a big game player isn’t he, so it’s no 

problem for him.” Asked if was tempted to bring his former player back, 
Ferguson joked: “He’s still in the kit hamper! He’s a great player – and 

what a goal, eh?”

RONALDO COPS IT
FROM HIS OLD PALS
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FA CUP MAN UTD	 v READING 

ROBIN VAN PERSIE is enjoying 
life so much at Manchester 
United that he will beg Sir 
Alex Ferguson to play him 
against Reading in the FA Cup 
at Old Trafford tomorrow.

The Dutchman is living the dream 
with the Premier League leaders – and 
although Real Madrid to the Royals 
might seem a come down, he doesn’t 
want to miss a minute of the action 
as the Reds hunt Treble glory.

That’s why he will urge boss Fergie 
to ditch his protective rotation policy. 
The striker decided to quit Arsenal 
for Old Trafford last summer was his 
desire to lift trophies.

Van Persie admits he 
was born for the big 

stage and the 29-year-
old is lapping up 
every moment of 
drama. So much 

so, he’s just dreading 
the day when it all 

finally ends.
He said: “The way 

this season is going it feels like it 
could be very special and I am loving 
it. I love games like the one at Real. 
Huge games when you don’t really 
know what is going to happen.

“Where it is a thin line between 
winning and losing the game. I love 
the buzz, excitement and drama.

“I live for that. And I can’t imagine 
that day when I stop playing and it’s 
all over for me because I know I will 
miss the buzz so much.

“When you play games like that 
in the Bernabeu you give your all.

“Because we didn’t have the 
Reading game for almost a week 
after that, you know that you can 
give it everything and we all did.

“I like to play more games 
straight in a row. I love that as I 

Steve 
BATES
EXCLUSIVEDON’T 

STOP
me
now
(Cause I’m having

such a good time)

GIGGS: Up for the cup

Cup Gigg is 
Real deal for 
United stars
RYAN GIGGS claims that Manchester 
United’s hunger to win the FA Cup 
this term is just as intense as their 
desire for Champions League glory.

After their immense midweek 
effort at Real Madrid, the Welshman 
knows only the same level of focus 
in the cup tomorrow night will 
ensure victory over Reading and a 
place in the quarter-finals.

And Giggs has urged United’s 
stars to end nine years of cup misery 
by winning the trophy again.

The 39-year-old said: “It’s an 
equally important game because we 
need to keep the good form going. 

“Anything can happen in the FA 
Cup and we have to make sure our 
concentration levels are as high as 
they were against Real Madrid.

“Reading will demand our full  
concentration because we have 
seen West Ham and Fulham both 
come to Old Trafford and give us 
good games in the previous rounds.

“But I know the hunger is there 
for us in this competition.”

Giggs is one of only a handful of 
players in the squad to 

have won the cup – and 
he calls that a crime.

He added: “It’s a 
real shame for 

the other lads 

in the 
squad as 
the cup still has 
that magic. We 
haven’t done so well in 
the last few years, so I can 
sense a real determination to 
win it this season.

“I know Rio Ferdinand hasn’t 
won it and he has been desperate to 
get his hands on the trophy. 

“United have a great history in the 
competition, but in the last 10 years 
we haven’t done ourselves justice.

“We have had some tough draws, 
but we probably haven’t produced 
at the right time either. 

“Everyone is keen to get back to 
Wembley this season – and not just 
in the Champions League – but it 
will be difficult as there are a lot of 
good teams still left in the cup.”

by Steve Bates
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her last breaths before she was pronounced 
dead by the paramedics.

Forensic officers have removed the 
bathroom door as evidence.

Reeva’s parents June and Barry were 
being treated for shock by doctors at 
their home in Port Elizabeth.

Justin’s girlfriend Sam, who runs a 
catering company with June, said: “I’m 
trying to focus on keeping them calm 

at the moment but they have taken 
it very, very badly. 

“Barry is in bed and we’ve got 
some tablets from the doctor. 
It’s been a terrible, terrible 
shock.

“The detective said she 
was shot at close range and 
it wasn’t a burglary.”

Reeva was voted one of 
the top 100 sexiest women 
in South Africa.

She graduated with a law 
degree but made a career 
change after being scouted 
by model agents and became 

the first face of cosmetics giant Avon 
South Africa.

She moved from Port Elizabeth to 
Johannesburg and appeared on the cover 
of FHM magazine.

Reeva, a keen horse rider, broke her 
back in an horrific fall six years ago, 
suffering injuries so severe that she had 
to learn to walk again.

Last night an episode of South African 
reality TV series Tropika Island Of 
Treasure, in which Reeva starred, went 
ahead as planned. 

Insecure
A pal said Pistorius had become 

increasingly possessive in recent weeks.
The friend said: “Reeva mentioned 

that Oscar was quite possessive  
and insecure. 

“When she was at events he’d call her 
incessantly. I think she was starting to get 
annoyed with it. 

“She had planned to go home that night 
but had sent a message to one of her 
housemates to say she was staying with 

Oscar. That was the last time anyone had 
heard from her. I’m devastated I will 
never see her again. 

“She was such a kind and beautiful 
person, both inside and out. 

“Her parents won’t be able to cope 
without her. She was going to build them 
a house and take them on holiday. 

“It is so tragic. It is a loss to everyone 
who knew her.”

Pistorius, who was born without fibula 
in both legs and was amputated below 
the knee at 11 months, sobbed when he 
appeared in court on Friday.

He is accused of premeditated murder, 
which carries an automatic l ife 
sentence.

The runner, who became the first 
double amputee to compete in the 
Olympics where he reached the 400-metre 
semi-finals at London 2012, will reappear 
in court on Tuesday.

A court official said he was being held 
in a police station instead of jail because 
of his fame, not his disability.

pamela.owen@people.co.uk

Pal predicts 
gun tragedy
A FOOTBALLER friend of Oscar 
Pistorius said the shooting was 
a tragedy waiting to happen.

Cops have quizzed ex-South 
Africa player Marc Bachelor in 
the wake of the killing.

Marc, 43, told how the 
Paralympic star allegedly 
threatened to break a business-
man’s legs in November in a 
row over a teenage girl they 
had both been seeing.

No action was taken after 
Oscar and his lawyer persuaded 
the man against court action.

Marc said: “Reeva was a very 
good person. It’s tragic.” 

world exclusive: horror of   murder charge paralympian

   Oscar called me at 
4am...he said there
had been a terrible 
accident. I got there 
and could see Reeva 
covered in towels

- blade runner’s best friend yesterday

model: Reeva was voted one of sexiest

by Lewis Panther


