
Ruskin Bond, one of 
the fi nest and most 

popular storytellers and 
Padma Bhushan and Padma 
Shri recipient, chooses 
21 greatest pieces from 
his works written over 50 
years. Masterpieces like 
The Night Train at Deoli, The 
Woman on Platfrom No. 8
and Angry River as well as 
newer stories like Dinner 
with Foster, An Evening at 
the Savoy with H.H., and the 
like have been compiled, 
showing why Ruskin Bond 
has been regarded as one 
of the pillars of Indian 
literature for a long time. 
The book has the foreword 
written by David Davidar 
who elegantly describes the 

stories that follow. The tales 
are all set in the pre and 
post Indian independence 
scenario. The simplicity of 
his writings and descriptions 
of the everyday challenges 
that people face and the 
simple joys of life make 
readers feel they are a part 
of the scene. Ruskin Bond’s 
short stories drip with 
warmth and gentleness, and 
each is a testament to his 
timelessness. His language 
being distinct from that of  
most contemporary writers, 
it is still rich in evocative 
words and his storytelling 
bears no pretension or 
embellishment. This book is 
a must-pick this summer for 
all Bond fans.
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What draws you to mythology?
You can say it is a good fortune of birth, as my 
grandfather was a purohit and I grew up listening to 
these stories and they became deeply engrained in 
my life.

While we live in the 21st century, your books 
on mythology have many takers. What is 
the secret?
Honestly, there were many publishers who rejected 
my writing in the beginning, saying books on religion 
would not have many takers, especially among the 
younger generation who make up the bulk of readers. 
I don’t really have an answer to this question and it 
is for others to say as to why the books are doing 
so well and why they have caught the imagination 
of readers.

How has travel inspired your writing?
I love travelling. My wife and I used to backpack a 
lot. But now, as we have a six-year-old kid, we like 
to travel in comfort. I have grown by meeting new 
people and going to new places. By travelling for 
more than two decades, I suppose I have gained a lot 
of knowledge.

One place you keep returning to?
I love Goa. It is a beautiful place and also maybe 
because it’s close to where I live.

Last vacation
We went to Kenya. My son being an animal lover, 
I remember this safari we took. A female cheetah 
climbed on the front of the jeep. It was a scary 
experience. But my wife asked me to remain calm 

and, after a few moments, I realised that the animal 
meant no harm and had just climbed on the jeep, as 
it was the only thing nearby from where she could 
scout the area. I even made a video of it and have 
uploaded it in my social networking profi les.

Must-take while travelling
A guide book, mobile phones, the local currency isn’t 
a bad idea to carry (laughs), and family. I do not like 
travelling without my family.

Favourite cuisine
I love homemade food. Hailing from Uttar Pradesh, I 
love the local cuisine of the region. And my wife is 
from Gujarat, so after marriage I developed a taste 
for Gujarati cuisine.

—As told to Anuj Sarma

AUTHORSPEAK

Pakistan or the 
Partition of India by 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
I love this book for 

its intellectual depth 
and the quality 

of research.

Bhima by M.T. 
Vasudevan Nair
It is Mahabharata 

from Bhima’s point of 
view. Very interesting 

to read a story you 
already know from a 
different perspective.

The Simpsons 
And Their 

Mathematical 
Secrets by 

Simon Singh
I like this book as 
the episodes have 

mathematical 
theories hidden in 

the writings.

Who Were The 
Shudras? By Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar

This book is one of 
my favourites due to 
the fantastic analysis 
and arguments given 

by Dr. Ambedkar 
on the Shudras and 

their history.

Flood Of Fire by 
Amitav Ghosh
I loved the fi rst 
two parts of the 
Ibis Trilogy and 
am enjoying the 
concluding part.

Amish is a best-selling novelist known for the Shiva Trilogy and his new novel The Scion of Ikshvaku. 
He is based out of Mumbai.
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CULINARY GUIDE TO INDIA

Saransh Goila, a young and 
exuberant chef, writes his fi rst 

book, about backpacking 20,000 
km across India. This book is a 
well-documented culinary trail 
in which the writer starts from 
Delhi, travelling across India, 
revealing the culinary roots, 
different eating habits across 
different regions. The book is 
not only a handy travelogue but 
also a cookbook, giving readers 
recipes of traditional dishes while 
maintaining the feel of reading a 
personal diary. His travels range 
from snowcapped mountains to 
dusty villages that few people 

would have heard of. From 
eating street food in Delhi and 
cooking on a boat in Varanasi to 
preparing dishes using a bamboo 
hollow in Assam, Saransh has 
done it all. The writer travels for 
100 days by road and gives you 
vivid details of places, fl avours, 
situations and past memories. 
Being a natural storyteller, his 
narration makes the reader 
visualise—and virtually smell—
the spices and taste the food. 
This book is a motivating read 
for food and travel lovers, as 
Saransh has managed to make 
his personality seep through 
the pages, providing twists to 
traditional recipes and showing 
us India—not the hyped touristy 
locations—but its true essence 
and varied cuisine.

INDIA ON 
MY PLATTER

Author  Saransh Goila
Publisher  Om Books International
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SECOND COMING
As night falls in Delhi, 

a mother spins tales 
from her past for her 
sleeping daughter. Her 
now grown-up child is a 
puzzle with a million pieces 
whom she hopes, through 
her words and her love, to 
somehow make whole again. 
Meanwhile, as the last train 
from Rajiv Chowk Station 
pulls away, a young man 
rides the metro and dreams 
of murder. In another corner 
of the city, a newborn 
wrapped in a blood-red 
towel lies on the steps of 
an orphanage as his mother 
walks away. Raj Kamal Jha 
after his well-acclaimed 
book The Blue Bedspread has 
come out with another that 
depicts ‘New India’ and 
takes a look at the country 
in a new perspective. The 
story follows a complex 

pattern as does the 
narrative. She Will…unfolds 
through a string of three 
narratives which later merge 
into a single story. The 
story evolves around life 
in a metropolis and three 
main characters—a nurse, 
a wannabe killer and an 
orphan. While the story of 
the three characters is not 
interwoven, it does 
run parallel at all times. 
The writer has blended and 
captured the solitude and 
underlying horror of the 
big city and the lives of the 
characters in an exquisite 
manner. Even the love 
story in the book has two 
sides—one that is beautiful 
and often scary. Jha 
has managed to create 
characters that are 
constantly evolving as the 
reader turns the pages. 

SHE WILL BUILD 
HIM A CITY

Author  Raj Kamal Jha
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A MASTER STORYTELLER

A GATHERING OF 
FRIENDS

Author Ruskin Bond
Publisher Aleph Book Company

256 Pages  `395
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