
  
We thank you for considering a gift in support of the Northwestern Medicine Digestive Health Center 
(DHC), a thriving collaborative effort among gastroenterologists, hepatologists, surgeons, dietitians, 
psychologists, and other specialists. Through your potential commitment, you will help to advance an 
array of initiatives that are positively affecting the health, quality of life, and futures of many people 
living with digestive illnesses –- from irritable bowel syndrome and gastroesophageal reflux disease to 
swallowing disorders, gallstones, and liver disease. As the members of our interdisciplinary team work 
to improve the understanding and treatment of digestive disorders, they engage in leading-edge 
research and education, and deliver exceptional, personalized patient care. With your help, the team at 
the DHC will continue to make progress toward transforming digestive disease into digestive health for 
the estimated 60 to 70 million Americans affected by digestive illnesses.  
 
A Spotlight on: Dynamic Leadership and a Shared Vision at the DHC 
Our DHC team is supported and 
strengthened by the dedicated leadership 
of John Pandolfino, MD, chief of 
Northwestern’s Division of 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology; 
Stephen Hanauer, MD, an internationally 
recognized gastroenterologist, and the 
DHC’s medical director; and Scott Strong, 
MD, chief of Northwestern’s Division of  
Surgery-Gastrointestinal and Oncologic 
Surgery, and the DHC’s surgical director. 
 
Drs. Pandolfino, Hanauer, and Strong 
share a commitment to progress and to 
providing the most advanced and most 
compassionate care and support to 
every patient. This commitment to 
excellence and innovation is reflected in the work of every team member at the DHC and is the power 
source for many novel programs and projects. With the hope that you will join us in our efforts to 
further establish Northwestern Medicine as a national leader in the field of digestive health, we are 
pleased to highlight some initiatives that stand to benefit from your thoughtful philanthropy. 
 
A Spotlight on: The Power of Your Partnership 
Should you choose to make a gift in support of the DHC, you will invest in both the present and the 
future of medicine, and will help to bring the finest care and support to many individuals and families 
coping with the challenges of digestive illness. Your generosity will assist Dr. Pandolfino and his 
colleagues in making strides in a number of areas. For the purpose of this request, we have highlighted 
an area of our work that we believe best aligns with your current philanthropic priorities.  
 
 Improving and expanding care and services: The physicians and scientists at the DHC strive 

to continually build upon their knowledge of the most difficult-to-treat digestive disorders. Your gift 
will enable the team to further develop their skills; to reach even more patients—including, 
specifically, those from underserved or distant communities; and to continue delivering exceptional 
care to individuals affected by most challenging digestive conditions. 
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Pictured above: Dr. Pandolfino (far left), Dr. Hanauer (second from right), 
and Dr. Strong (far right) with two grateful patients at a special event. 



 Mentoring the next generation of physicians: The staff of the DHC partners with I AM ABEL 
Foundation to provide support and program infrastructure to under-represented minority students 
as they prepare for the Medical School Admission Test (MCAT). Dr. Pandolfino and his colleagues in 
Northwestern’s Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology provide mentorship and education to 
these talented young people, helping to ensure that they are well prepared for careers in medicine.  
 
Your philanthropic support will allow Drs. Pandolfino and Hanauer to further develop this unique 
“MCAT Prep” program and to engage additional GI specialists at Northwestern Medicine in 
mentoring and teaching opportunities. This expansion will enable more under-represented minority 
students to benefit from the program and will further strengthen the supportive network that 
currently exists to help these students achieve their goals and ultimately join the medical field. With 
your help, the “MCAT Prep” program will be able to support approximately 20-35 students per year. 
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