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Kevin Haight
says a vision he
had while sitting
on an Incan wall
changed his life.

Gaylon Wayne
Wamplen'Special to the
Rocky Mountain News:

By lane A. Wampler

Spectal tn the Rocky Mowntain News

ISAC, Pern — A group of red-
faced, perspiring Americans
are working their way up a
steep stone path into the
nooks of a 550-year-old Inca
. settlement about 20 miles
outside of Cuzco.

Looking down on the Urubamba River, a
silver ribbon winding 1,500 feet below, they
have reason to wheeze. And their unruffled
tour guide, who has vet tobreak a sweat,
has reason to smile,

Meet Kevin Haight, a 56-year-old white-
haired grandfather who scales 22,000-foot
mountain peaks and leads Inca expeditions
when he's not practicing law in Boulder,

Haight is living
i proof that you can
w - have avizion, and
mning a ]iveét too. Oi:n a
. windswept Andean
{aws mf_ _ mountainside —
Just i scrambling around
ito sl centuries-old ruins
qui Ll and educating curi-
up with ous travelers on Inca
S culture — he is
seetng the doing what he loves
hgkfs g0 on best. ﬁnd when he's
; - done he gets to go
in people’s home to Colorado,
eves when his sanctuary.
At an age when
they come SOMe are contem-
ace to face  plating writing their
f i 2 f memoirs, Haight —
with the who spent 22 years
Tncas.' assembling a snugly
secure law career —
— Nevin Halght s charging headlong
into a new and risky

_ venture. He wants to
guide adventure travelers through the
Andes in search of Incan ruins, And he’s

conducting himself with the enthusiasm of |

a 20-year-old.

Eump into him at a cocktail party and
you're likely to get two business cards
pressed into your hand: one that says
“attorney at law” and another that says
“adventure travel guide.”

Haight is aware of the seemingly incon-
gruent life he leads: a button-down, suited-
up, business law attorney tromping around
the Peruvian Andes 4,000 miles from home
every chance he gets, Mention “alter ego”
and Haight will chuckle.

“Absolutely,” he says. “Every time I look
out my window at the mountains out there
and I've got an obnoxious attorney on the
phone causing me all kinds of problems, I
say, ‘What am I doing this for? I ought to be
in the Andes."” :

An accomplished mountaineer, Haight
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A llama is silhouetted above the lost Inca city of Machu Picchu during a trip to Peru by Boulder lawyer Kevin Haight.

has scaled all 54 of Colorado’s 14,000-foot
peaks, some more than once. Then, in
19491, he and a few Colorado friends — all
admitted “lunatics” — decided they would
climb the highest peak in each country of
the Americas: North, Central and South.

They trained rigorously and granted
themselves three-year sabbaticals from
their jobs. After six months, Haight was the
only permanent member of the expedition
still wandering around the hemisphere.
Nonetheless, he bagged 17 of the 23 peaks
on the list, a feat that fell short of making
the Guinness Book of World Records, but
still a high point of his life.

At one point during the expedition, while
waiting out a climb during the rainy season,
Haight took a side trip to Machti Picchu in
Peru. Fascinated by this lush and misty
Incan outpost perched on top of 2 mountain,
he returned to Peru again. And again.
Already fluent in Spanish, he began study-
ing Quechua, the language of the Incas.

“I spenit months researching, trampinig

the highlands in search.of little-known

L P 1

sites, reading every book I could get my
hands on, talking to astronomy professors,
shamans, guides, and eventually local tour
operators, service providers and former
clients,” he said.

He came home in mid-1995 determined
to turn what he'd learned into a business.

This kind of painstaking preparation con-
firmed what his friends and business part-
ners back in Boulder already knew about
Haight.

“He's real detail-oriented and thor-
ough,” says Ron Jung, owner of the two-
person law firm where Haight practices.
“He's methodical and prepared.” -

At the same time, Haight's longtime
acquaintances say that their studious and
deliberate friend continues to suprise,

“The thing I find so extraordinary about
Kevin is, unlike most people who just fanta-
size or dream about things, Kevin actually
goes out and does them,” says Jane Smith,
who has knewn Haight for the past 10 years
through a Boulder singles professional

group. “You know, as alawyer he could just

sit back and rest on his laurels. But I'm
beginning to see that he's changed. T used
to think that he'd settle down and come
back and be the lawyer, but not anymore.
He's more adventurer than lawyer.”

Indeed, Haight leads a life rich in contra-
diction. Scholarly and bookish, he thrives
on pushing his physical limits. An admitted
“card-carrying skeptic,” he is seduced by
Incan spirituality. A self-possessed man, he
turns passionate when speaking of South
America.

“It has the longest mountain range, the
world's biggest river, the world's driest
desert, the world’s greatest rain forest, and
it has three fantastic, pre-Columbian native
American cultures,” he gushes.

“I've been asked why I don't move there
if I'love it so much. [ always say that I'm
very much at home in Colorado. This is
where [ feel comfortable. I love the four-
teeners, [ look out my living room window
and I'm looking at the Flatirons 3,000 feet:

See HAIGHT on 344
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