
Outdoor learning area offers exciting educational boost for Little Ducklings 

 

As a parent, nothing is more important than giving your child the best start in life.  

That is why Little Ducklings director Vanessa Shephard and her team of trusted and qualified 

educators have worked to create a relaxed and inclusive environment that promotes competence, 

independent exploration, and learning through play.  

Following the guidelines of the National Quality Standard, Little Ducklings’ flexible approach to 

learning has seen the centre’s enrolment numbers steadily increase over the past year. With 

summer fast approaching, Little Ducklings is looking forward to celebrating its next milestone when 

the centre’s new outdoor playscape is unveiled next week.  

The new learning and development area, which will build upon the centre’s existing indoor/outdoor 

play theme, is set to include a series of river and garden beds, as well as a unique waterworld. The 

playscape is the first of its kind in Hervey Bay and is similar to the play areas already installed at Little 

Ducklings in Maroochydore and Riverside.  

“Work is set to start on the new playscape this week which will include water play, sports play, 

interactive barnyard animals, and natural environments - we already have a large outdoor play area 

with real grass and this new project is just going to improve the experience we offer families,” Ms 

Shephard said.  

Ms Shephard has worked in childcare for 12 years and says the facility prides itself on providing the 

highest quality educational care for each child.  

For many children, the daily journey to daycare begins on the Little Ducklings owned and -operated 

bus each morning. The bus, which is driven by one of the centre’s educators, Paula, travels through 

the various suburbs of Hervey Bay. As the bus pulls in at each stop, Paula and the children enjoy an 

up-beat mix of rhyming games, songs, and oral learning activities aimed at engaging the children in a 

fun and educational manner.  

“It is the unique things we do that make us number one,” Ms Shephard said.  

As well as its educational endeavours, Little Ducklings also strives to play an active role in the 

community and instil in children a sense of social awareness and empathy.  

“We most recently partnered with Xavier Catholic College as part of their shoe drive,” Ms Shephard 

said. “As children in Weipa are not able to attend school if they are not wearing shoes, we 

encouraged families to donate pairs of shoes they no longer needed to the centre which were 

passed on to benefit the children in need.”  

The sense of family and camaraderie shared by the children has grown further since Little Ducklings 

introduced their new uniforms. The brightly coloured t-shirts not only capture the bubbly fun the 

centre’s staff aim to instil in their everyday activities but also give the children an even greater sense 

of belonging and pride.  

“When the children come in wearing their new shirts, they are so excited. We’ve had one mum send 

us through a photo of her children sleeping in their uniforms; they were so excited they didn’t want 

to take them off,” Ms Shephard said.  



Little Ducklings is open from 6.30am to 6.30pm, Monday to Friday and takes children from 6 weeks 

through to 12 years. Ms Shephard and the team are currently taking enrolments for 2014 with 

limited places available in each age group. Prospective families can call 4125 4355 or pop in to 19 

Southerden Street, Torquay, for a chat and a tour of the facilities. 
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LUNCH MEALS FROM $8.50 - $19.50  
DINNER MEALS FROM $15 - $35

LIVE MUSIC
FRIDAY 7.30PM - UNCLE ARTHUR

SATURDAY 8PM - HOOLIGANS

   BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS PARTY WITH US NOW   BOOK

*Dine at Hoolihans on your birthday, bring one or more friends who purchase a main meal and you get your main meal for FREE. Meal to the 
value of $25. ID must be sighted to claim.

382 Esplanade, Torquay  |  Phone 4194 0099
T 07 4124 1558  |  W www.hbfr.com.au  |  Shop 1A/84 Boat Harbour Drive, Pialba

FOR EVERYTHING FOAM & RUBBER
 In Stock Now - Foam Matresses & Bed Overlays, 

 Indoor/outdoor Carpet, Artificial Grass, 

 Vinyls & Canvas. Also many sizes of 

 rubber door and boot seals, wheel 

 arch flares and mudflap rubber.

Follow us on Facebook

SINGLE FOAM 
MATTRESSES

FROM $60

19 Southerden Street, Torquay    Phone 4125 4355

LIMITED ENROLMENTS 
STILL AVAILABLE
CONTACT US NOW

Phone
  4124 2486 

IS YOUR HAIR  
DRY, FRIZZY 
& STRESSED?
Try our CHI Enviro®  

it’s the best formaldehyde free  

smoothing system

TheBay’sBest spotlight on local business

Outdoor learning area offers exciting 
educational boost for Little Ducklings

As a parent, nothing is more important 
than giving your child the best start in life. 

That is why Little Ducklings director 
Vanessa Shephard and her team of trusted 
and qualifi ed educators have worked to 
create a relaxed and inclusive environment 
that promotes competence, independent 
exploration and learning through play.

Following the guidelines of the National 
Quality Standard, Little Ducklings’ fl exible 
approach to learning has seen the centre’s 
enrolment numbers steadily increase over 
the past year.

With summer fast approaching, Little 
Ducklings is looking forward to celebrating 

its next milestone when the centre’s new 
outdoor playscape is unveiled next week.

The new learning and development area, 
which will build upon the centre’s existing 
indoor/outdoor play theme, is set to include 
a series of river and garden beds, as well as 
a unique waterworld.

The playscape is the fi rst of its kind in 
Hervey Bay and is similar to the play areas 
already installed at Little Ducklings in 
Maroochydore and Riverside. 

“Work is set to start on the new playscape 
this week which will include water play, 
sports play, interactive barnyard animals 
and natural environments - we already have 

a large outdoor play area with real grass and 
this new project is just going to improve the 
experience we offer families,” Ms Shephard 
said.

Ms Shephard has worked in child care for 
12 years and says the facility prides itself on 
providing the highest quality educational 
care for each child. 

For many children, the daily journey to 
day care begins on the Little Ducklings-
owned and -operated bus each morning.

The bus, which is driven by one of the 
centre’s educators, Paula, travels through 
the various suburbs of Hervey Bay.

As the bus pulls in at each stop, Paula 
and the children enjoy an up-beat mix of 
rhyming games, songs and oral learning 
activities aimed at engaging the children in 
a fun and educational manner. 

“It is the unique things we do that make 
us number one,” Ms Shephard said. 

As well as its educational endeavours, 
Little Ducklings also strives to play an active 
role in the community and instil in children 
a sense of social awareness and empathy.

“We most recently partnered with Xavier 
Catholic College as part of their shoe drive,” 
Ms Shephard said.

“As children in Weipa are not able to 
attend school if they are not wearing shoes, 
we encouraged families to donate pair of 
shoes they no longer needed to the centre 
which were passed on to benefi t the children 
in need.”

The sense of family and camaraderie 

shared by the children has grown further 
since Little Ducklings introduced their new 
uniforms.

The brightly coloured t-shirts not only 
capture the bubbly fun the centre’s staff aim 
to instil in their everyday activities, but also 
gives the children an even greater sense of 
belonging and pride.

“When the children come in wearing their 
new shirts, they are so excited.   

“We’ve had one mum send us through 
a photo of her children sleeping in their 
uniforms; they were so excited they didn’t 
want to take them off,” Ms Shephard said.

Little Ducklings is open from 6.30am 
to 6.30pm, Monday to Friday and takes 
children from 6 weeks through to 12 years.

Ms Shephard and the team are currently 
taking enrolments for 2014 with limited 
places available in each age group. 
Prospective families can call 4125 4355 or 
pop in to 19 Southerden Street, Torquay, for 
a chat and a tour of the facilities.

Construction of the Little Ducklings new outdoor learning area and playscape 
will be completed in coming weeks. It will look similar to the playscape at Little 
Ducklings in Maroochydore (as pictured above and to the right) and promises 
hours of fun exploring, creating and learning in a relaxed environment.



Revamp affirms Hoolies' food entertainment reign 

 

With a new menu on the way and its live entertainment program expanding to include a host of 

acoustic performances every second Wednesday night, Hoolihans Irish Restaurant and Bar has 

affirmed itself as the Bay’s premier venue for quality food and live entertainment.  

Located along the Esplanade in Scarness, Hoolies boasts a premium selection of local and imported 

beers, as well as wine and boutique cocktails, ideal for kicking back and enjoying an afternoon of live 

NRL and AFL sporting action broadcast from the establishment’s four Austar televisions.  

While Tamara Meek said menu changes can be expected within the next month - with a new 

chicken, prawn, and vegetable stir-fry and pasta crowning the hearty menu, its line-up of live local 

entertainment is set to be given a boost next Sunday, May 25, when the semi-finalists of last year’s 

renowned Hervey Bay Unplugged music competition return to Hoolies’ to launch their collaborative 

album.  

Kicking off at 11.30am, Unplugged winners Nicola and Sean Barnes of SeaNic Sounds will be joined 

on stage by the likes of the 13 finalists who attracted full-house crowds to Hoolihans last year during 

the competition.  

The showcase will run into the late afternoon and caps off an impressive long weekend loaded with 

good times and entertainment from local band Dust on Friday night.  

Having developed a strong family-friendly environment since taking over ownership of Hoolihans in 

February last year, Mrs Meek said families with young children are welcome to come down and 

enjoy a meal with their parents.  

“Hoolihans is proud of its family atmosphere,” Mrs Meek said. “Children can be here until 12am as 

we are a restaurant and there are no pokie machines. Our lunchtime menu includes something for 

everyone.” 

“We have our BLT and chips starting at $8.50, prawn cutlets and chips from $19.50, nachos for $12, 

and a smoked salmon salad for $15. We also have a ‘dine free on your birthday’ deal, where, with 

proof of your birthday, we will shout you a meal to the value of $25.”  

In support of the Hervey Bay community, Hoolihans also donates one dollar from each birthday meal 

sold to local charity organisations. To date, the initiative has seen Hoolihans donate more than 

$43,000 to charities across the Fraser Coast. To book a table phone 41940099 or to view the daily 

lunch and dinner specials, as well as all upcoming events, visit www.hoolies. com.au and add 

Hoolihans Irish Restaurant and Bar on Facebook.  
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Indoor Playground & Cafe
Kid enoZ
Birthday Parties

Dedicated Toddler Area
Great Coffee & Food

Air Conditioned
Ph/Fax: 07 4194 2992

Email: admin@kidzonebay.com.au

www.kidzonebay.com.au

6/79 Islander Road
Pialba QLD 4655

Fine Hearty Homemade Foods, 

Fresh Local Produce & Seafood

Phone 4194 6477
Address Units 6 & 7 Mantra, Buccaneer Drive, Urangan
Web www.bistroaubergine.com.au
Facebook /auberginebistro

 Bistro
AUBERGINE

n

LOCAL
SEASONAL 

FRESH

8 Boat Harbour Drive, Pialba (Golf Course End)  |  Phone 4194 1524
fulcrumfrasercoast.com.au  |  Find us on f

FRASER COAST

FULCRUM
SUSPENSION SPECIALISTS

FREE WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT

Call 4194 1524 TODAY

Purchase any full set of 4WD 
Tyres and get a FREE Wheel 

Alignment valued at $49!
(Valid until 30th June 2014)

TheBay’sBest spotlight on local business

Revamp affirms Hoolies’ 
food entertainment reign

With a new menu on the 
way and its live entertainment 
program expanding to 
include a host of acoustic 
performances every second 
Wednesday night, Hoolihans 
Irish Restaurant and Bar has 
affirmed itself as the Bay’s 
premier venue for quality food 
and live entertainment.

Located along the Esplanade 
in Scarness, Hoolies boasts a 
premium selection of local and 
imported beers, as well as wine 
and boutique cocktails, ideal 
for kicking back and enjoying 
an afternoon of live NRL and 
AFL sporting action broadcast 
from the establishment’s four 
Austar televisions.

While Tamara Meek said 
menu changes can be expected 
within the next month - 
with a new chicken, prawn 
and vegetable stir-fry and 
pasta crowning the hearty 
menu, its lineup of live local 
entertainment is set to be given 
a boost next Sunday, May 25, 
when the semi-finalists of last 
year’s renowned Hervey Bay 

Unplugged music competition 
return to Hoolies’ to launch 
their collaborative album.  

Kicking off from 11.30am, 
Unplugged winners Nicola and 
Sean Barnes of SeaNic Sounds 
will be joined on stage by the 
likes of the 13 finalists who 
attracted full-house crowds to 
Hoolihans last year during the 
competition.

The showcase will run in to 
the late afternoon and caps off 
an impressive long weekend 
loaded with good times and 
entertainment from local band 
Dust on Friday night. 

Having developed a strong 
family-friendly environment  
since taking over ownership 
of Hoolihans in February 
last year, Mrs Meek said 
families with young children 
are welcome to come down 
and enjoy a meal with their 
parents.

“Hoolihans is proud of it’s 
family atmosphere,” Mrs Meek 
said.

“Children can be here until 
12am as we are a restaurant 

and there are no pokie 
machines. Our lunchtime 
menu includes something for 
everyone. 

“We have our BLT and 
chips starting at $8.50, prawn 
cutlets and chips from $19.50, 
nachos for $12 and a smoked 
salmon salad for $15.

“We also have ‘dine free on 
your birthday’ deal, where, 
with proof of your birthday, 
we will shout you a meal to the 
value of $25.”

In support of the Hervey 
Bay community, Hoolihans 
also donates one dollar from 
each birthday meal sold to 
local charity organisations.

To date, the initiative has 
seen Hoolihans  donate more 
than $43,000 to charities 
across the Fraser Coast. 

To book a table phone 
41940099 or to view the daily 
lunch and dinner specials, 
as well as all upcoming 
events, visit www.hoolies.
com.au and add Hoolihans 
Irish Restaurant and Bar on 
Facebook.
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