
56.7% Hispanic

24.0% African-American

7.1% Asian

2.0% Two  or  More  Races

0.8% American

Indian/Alaska  Native

0.2% Native

Hawaiian/Pacific  Islander

Demographics

ENGLISH  IV  (Senior  level)

All  L-Level

Majority  age:17-18  years  old

67% Economically

Disadvantaged

15  Limited  Proficiency

English(LEP)

16  Special  Education  students

Class Description For  the  purposes  of  this  reflection,  I  will

choose  my  4th  Period  class  to  discuss  in

detail.  This  class  contains  6  LEP  Students,  5

of  whom  speak  Spanish  and  1  who  speaks

Yoruba  and  2  students  who  are  classified  as

special  education.  

        

Sense  of  family  and  culture  is  very  strong

among  my  Hispanic  students.  They  are  all

open  and  eager  to  discuss  cultural

similarities  and  differences  and  are

interested  in  talking  about  their  own

cultures.  Additionally,  I  would  say  that  a

personal  strength  of  my  students  is  that

they  have  learned  resilience  from  the  last

year  and  a  half  of  hybrid,  or  completely

virtual,  schooling  due  to  the  COVID-19

situation.  

Strengths
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MY CLASSMY STUDENTS AT A GLANCE

15  Limited  Proficiency

English(LEP)

13  Spanish  speakers

1  Yoruba  speaker

1  French  speaker

Languages
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Day 1 Objective :  Identify  how  diction  and

tone  shape  the  audience ’s  perception.  

Day 2 Objective :  Explore  the  ways  that

diction  and  tone  can  shape  the  audience ’s

perception.  

Day 3 Objective :  Analyze  how  diction  and

tone  shape  the  audience ’s  perception.

Day 4 Objective :  Present  an  analysis  of  how

diction  and  tone  shape  the  audience ’s

perception  in  paragraph  form.  

 

PART 2: SAMPLE LESSON PLAN

LESSON OBJECTIVES ASSOCIATED WITH THE

STANDARD

STATE ADOPTED STANDARDS

FOR ENGLISH IV

 TEKS 8D: Critique and evaluate how the
author’s use of language informs and shapes  
the perceptions of readers 

 TEKS 4E: Make connections to personal
experiences, ideas in other texts, and society

LEARNING THEORY 

 Bloom’s Taxonomy
 The top 3 categories of Bloom’s Taxonomy

(drawing connections among ideas,

justifying a stand or decision, and producing

original work) were considered when

designing the lessons and objectives. 

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES & LEARNING TASKS: 

Instructional strategies included integrating technology in the

classroom, implementing a poll/quiz question at the beginning

and end of class (entry/exit tickets) via the Nearpod app, and

modeling examples via Hovercam prior to beginning

independent work. 

Learning tasks included building upon the same skills with

increasing difficulty each day to master the skill. For example,

on Day 1 students identified the difference between 2

paintings with similar topics but very different tones, and they

identified how the differences shaped their perception of the

paintings. For Day 2, students examined song lyrics on the

same topic and again identified differences in the songs and

noticed how specific diction in the songs impacted their

perception of the topic. On Day 3, students analyzed and

compared/contrasted 2 historical speeches and again

identified how the diction and tone could shape the audience 's

perception. 
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Modeling via Hovercam and Prometheum



 

PART 2: SAMPLE LESSON PLAN (CONT.)

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES, MATERIALS & TECHNOLOGY: 

Students received copies of the worksheet in class.

For Day 1, they received pictures of the paintings to

analyze. To increase engagement, I utilized an

interactive presentation program called Nearpod,

where students could opt to log in on their phones

and laptops and share their answers for the

assignments via their devices through a variety of

assignments including a virtual “sticky note board,”

quizzes, and polls. Their answers would pop up on the

smartboard for everyone to see and interact with.  

 

ASSESSMENT PLAN FOR THE LESSON (FORMATIVE AND SUMMATIVE):  

The worksheet for Day 2 (Exploring  Diction  & Tone  Using  Song  Lyrics) was taken as a Daily

Grade (also known as a Checking for Understanding grade) . While assessing this

assignment, I realized students were struggling with grasping and identifying tone, so I

took some time before the next assignment on the next day to provide more examples and

strategies for correctly identifying tone. 

The worksheet for Day 3 (Analyzing  Diction  & Tone  Using  Speeches) was taken as a

Relevant Application grade. 

 The in-class writing assignment for Day 4 was taken as a Summative Assessment grade.

Students were assessed on a 4 point grading scale of 1 - 4 on Diction, Tone, and

Connection (the rubric has been included in this reflection) . 

ACADEMIC LANGUAGE

Diction 

Tone 

Perception

Key vocabulary that students need to

understand the lesson

I assessed students’ understanding of these

concepts by determining if they were

correctly answering the questions relating

to these topics. Also, I had quick warm-up

“quizzes” where I asked them to quickly

explain these terms the day after we went

over them. 

STUDENTS WERE REQUIREDTO...

Spot differences
Interpret meanings 

Identify concepts 

Analyze & Present ideas in a paragraph

format 

**Note - I did not create the following worksheets. They were primarily created by my team

leader with input from the entire English IV team. 
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Nearpod's "Collaborate Board" feature
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PART 3: ANALYZING TEACHING EFFECTIVENESS

Checking  For  Understanding : Exploring Author ’s Language & Perception 

Relevant  Application : Analyzing Author ’s Language

Summative  Assessment : Writing: Author ’s Language, Perception, & Connections

For this lesson, I took 3 types of grades: 

 

HOW AND WHY WERE THESE STRATEGIES SELECTED? 

 
These  strategies  were  selected  by  examining  the  required  state  standards  required  for  this  subject

and  grade  level  and  planning  lessons  and  assessments  that  align  with  the  Core  TEKS  skills.  The

main  focus  of  the  lesson  was  to  focus  on  the  skill  of  using  language  to  shape  perception.  

HOW DID THE ASSESSMENTS ALIGN WITH THE LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND

INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS? 

 The  goals  for  this  week ’s  lesson  were  to  identify,  explore,  analyze,  and  present  the  ways  that

diction  and  tone  shape  the  audience ’s  perception  of  text.  The  assessments  required  students  to

identify  tone  and  diction  for  song  lyrics  and  speeches  and  analyze  how  these  elements  influence

their  own  perception  and  potentially  others ’  perspective.  

DID THE SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT MEASURE A VARIETY OF OBJECTIVES? 

 

Clearly  identify  examples  of  diction  and  the  impact  that  it  can  have  on  audience  perception.

Clearly  identify  the  author ’s  tone  and  effectively  explain  how  the  tone  affects  the  audience ’s

willingness  to  l isten

Make  a  clear  and  relevant  connection  to  the  writing

Yes,  the  summative  assessment  measured  students ’  ability  to:

WERE THE ASSESSMENT TASKS APPROPRIATE FOR STUDENTS’ ABILITIES AND

DEVELOPMENTAL LEVELS? 

 
Yes,  by  beginning  the  lesson  with  a  visual  example  (paintings) ,  it  ensured  that  the  students  were

able  to  develop  the  skills  before  applying  them  to  a  more  difficult  medium  (historical  speeches) .  

WHAT CRITERIA WERE APPLIED TO JUDGE OR EVALUATE STUDENT PROGRESS? 

 

 
Students  were  evaluated  on  a  4-point  rubric  which  evaluated  the  students ’  understanding  and

identification  of  diction  and  tone  as  well  as  their  ability  to  make  a  connection  (either  personal,

real-world,  or  to  another  text) .  
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