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“When we stop talking
about what has happened,

it‘s as if these things never happened.“



that today’s younger generation 
understands,
that poverty and hate are the things 
that need to be fought.“
DUŠAN STEFANČIČ, SURVIVOR
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The Gusen concentration camp complex – also known as the “in-
visible camp” – is one of the darkest chapters in Austrian history. 
Gusen I, II & III were larger than the Mauthausen concentration 
camp. Together, these camps formed the Mauthausen-Gusen com-
plex. From 1939 to 1945, at least 71,000 people were deported to 
Gusen, more than half of whom died in the camps. In 1944 and 1945 
there were up to twice as many prisoners and significantly more 
victims in Gusen than in his notorious Mauthausen twin camp. The 
average life expectancy of the inmates in the Gusen II camp was 
only 4 months. Jewish prisoners in particular had little chance of 
surviving.

GUSEN CONCENTRATION 
CAMP COMPLEX



Surviving Gusen pays tribute to 
three survivors of a camp com-
plex, of which the Gusen II con-
centration camp in particular is 
described as the hell of all hells. 
In the film, however, we see 
idyllic landscapes, covered with 
a delicate blanket of snow or 
tall grass, a neat settlement of 
single-family houses at the for-
mer camp site. Only the reports 
of the contemporary witnes-
ses, in original sound or with 
the voices of Maria Hofstätter 
and Peter Simonischek, act like 
dissecting knives, exposing so-

mething from which we would 
prefer to avert our gaze. But so-
metimes something like hope 
comes to the surface when we 
hear that often only small help 
was enough to enable someone 
to survive.
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SURVIVORS
IN THE FILM

Karl Littner was born on 
January 15, 1924 in Ausch-
witz, the city that beca-
me synonymous with the 
mass murder of European 
Jews. He miraculously lived 
through and survived the 
hell of numerous camps, in-
cluding Gusen II. Karl Litt-
ner’s new life began on 5 
May 1945 with the liberation 
from Nazi terror. But it was a 
difficult road back to normal 
life. His journey took him 

with his German wife Mi-
riam from Straubing in Ba-
varia to Tel Aviv, from there 
to Chicago and finally to Los 
Angeles. Karl Littner died on 
January 15, 2014, on his 90th 
birthday. We conducted the 
interview with Karl Littner 
in Los Angeles in July 2013.
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“After several freezing days outside, the
remaining group of depleted survivors was 
thrown into overloaded open coal wagons. 
We travelled two harrowing weeks without 

food, drink, or sanitary arrangements. Many 
of us died before we reached our destination.“

KARL
LITTNER
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Dušan Stefančič in conversation with Alexander van der Bellen. President of Austria.

DUŠAN
STEFANČIČ 
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Dušan Stefančič was born in 
Slovenia in 1927 and experien-
ced the invasion of the German 
Wehrmacht at the age of 14. He 
was arrested as a schoolboy for 
running errands for the Slove-
nian resistance and deported 
to the Dachau concentration 
camp, from there to the Nat-
zweiler concentration camp in 
Alsace and on to the “Sainte-
Marie-aux-Mînes” subcamp, 
from there to Gusen I and fi-
nally Gusen II. After liberation, 
he completed his high school 

diploma, was employed by the 
film studio Triglav-Film as an 
industrial mechanic, began to 
study law, and then worked at 
Ljubljanska Banka, among ot-
hers. Then he spent eight ye-
ars in India in Chennai and 
New Delhi. To this day, he 
spends his retirement in Lju-
bljana and Gornji Grad. In May 
2017, the interview took place 
on the former towbar line and 
the conversation between Dušan 
Stefančic and President Van der 
Bellen at the Memorial Gusen.

“I was convinced that I would not lose my 
life in the camp and that Germany would 
never win the war.
That was my advantage.
I have never lost courage.”
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Stanislaw Leszczynski was born 
on May 29, 1922 in Lodz, Po-
land. Because of his parents’ 
resistance activities, he was ar-
rested together with his siblings 
and mother, taken to Auschwitz 
and transferred from there to 
Mauthausen together with his 
younger brother, and shortly 
afterwards to Gusen I, befo-
re he too was liberated on May 
5, 1945. Leszczynski attended 
the liberation ceremonies in 
Mauthausen and St. Georgen 
a.d. Gusen every year and wor-
ked as a radiologist in a Polish 

hospital until his old age. Sta-
nislaw Leszczynski was vice 
president of the CIM, the Co-
mité International de Mauthau-
sen. He died in Poland in 2017 
at the age of 94.We conducted 
the interview with Stanislaw 
Leszczynski in April 2013 in 
Gallneukirchen, Upper Austria.

STANISLAW
LESZCZYNSKI

“IF CAMPS WERE HELL,
THEN GUSEN WAS THE LAST ABYSS 
OF HELL.”
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The two Austrian fi lmmakers and 
SURVIVING GUSEN co-directors
Johannes Pröll (left) and Ge-
rald Harringer (right) live not 
far from the former concentra-
tion camps Gusen. Over several 
years (since 2012) they inter-
viewed survivors and promised 
them: that what happened in 
Gusen will never be forgotten.

THE
FILMMAKERS
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Johannes Pröll & Gerald Harringer
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“In 2013, I met Karl Littner, a survivor of the Gusen II concentration camp, 
at his home in Los Angeles. Unfortunately, he has since died. Now that 
the last witnesses are dead, I see it all the more as our task to keep alive 
the memory of events in the time of the Nazi terror in Austria, especi-
ally in Linz and the surrounding area, where the Mauthausen and Gu-
sen camps showed a particularly gruesome face of National Socialism.“

Johannes Pröll - production,  director

“The visual and acoustic narrative of SURVIVING GUSEN is also intended to 
consciously touch our emotional perception, knowing that many of these 
real events from 1945 want to evade a rational description through words. 
The perspectives on the locations and crime scenes shown are partly abs-
tract and distant, the tone room-fi lling, close and present. In the dysto-
pian stories, reminiscent of Dante’s Inferno, which run through the fi lm 
in a collage-like way, there are always hopeful elements that tell somet-
hing about being human. Without these small gestures of help and hu-
manity, survival would be worthless and pointless– in the fi nal analysis.

Gerald Harringer - book,  director
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