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To: Board of Directors of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association 

From: Butler Associates, LLC Public Relations 

Date: September 1, 2019 

Re: Public Relations Activity Results May 15—September 1, 2019  
 

Butler Associates has continued to spotlight and promote positive messaging on behalf of the 
Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association (GNYADA), including the impact its 
member dealers have on communities, the trailblazing women leaders recently elevated to senior 
positions on the board, the educational programs it runs and the organization’s legislative and 
strategic goals. 

These efforts have resulted in more than a dozen news 
stories over the summer months, including a major feature 
story, with prominent photos, in the New York Post – among the top 10 highest circulating daily 
newspapers in the country – highlighting the high-quality career paths offered in the industry and 
quoting extensively from GNYADA’s board chair and one of its recent scholarship winners. 

Similarly, the Butler Associates team has achieved wide coverage of both the scholarship 
program and the new board leadership, leveraging these stories to spotlight the opportunities for 
women in the industry and the opportunities open for an increasingly 

diverse workforce. 

The elevation of Jane Millman as Board 
Chair was prominently covered in key 
industry publications such as Ward’s Auto, Autobody News 

and CBT Automotive Network, as important regional publications such as Long Island 
Business Journal. 

During the end of the legislative session we helped develop messaging around proposed 
legislation that would create better regulation of auto brokers and 
push back and responded to the messages from the brokers as well as 
additionally provided input as GNYADA developed its draft 2019 
economic impact study.  

The following is an overview of strategic communications activities 
on behalf of the GNYADA from Mid-May until September. Below, please find a more detailed 
overview: 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

I. Earned Media Coverage 

• New York Post- August 14, 2019      

The New York Post published a lengthy ¾ page 

print and digital feature story focusing on 

GNYADA’s scholarship program and one of its 

recipients, Destanie Greczkowski. It also Board 

Chair Jane Millman as an industry expert talking 

about the auto industry as a good secure career field 

for younger workers to enter, particularly women. 

The digital edition includes several photos of our 

GNYADA scholarship winner at work.[link] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Lioness- August 15, 2019                                          

Lioness, an online 

news website that 

focuses on women leaders and entrepreneurs, wrote an article 

about Jane Millman becoming Chair of the Board and other 

women holding top leadership posts, noting that franchise new car 

dealers have a significant presence on Long Island. [link] 

 

 

 

https://nypost.com/2019/08/14/why-learning-a-trade-could-be-the-career-change-you-need/
https://lionessmagazine.com/long-island-women-business-owners-now-lead-new-york-automobile-dealers-board-earning-top-posts-to-represent-nations-largest-auto-market/


 
 

• CBT News - July 30, 2019                              

CBT News, the auto industry news 

website, published a story on Jane 

Millman, Melanie Spare-Oswalt and 

Jordan Daiagi Harary elected as top 

leaders of the GNYADA board, marking a 

significant development for women in the 

auto industry. [link] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• LI Business News-- July 26, 2019                   

Long Island Business News, the weekly 

business publication covering Suffolk and 

Nassau counties, featured Jane Millman 

becoming chair of the board. [link] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Riverhead Local-- July 23, 2019                   

Riverhead Local, a news website based in 

Riverhead, Long Island, wrote about Jane  

Millman becoming chair of the GNYADA 

board. [link] 

 

https://www.cbtnews.com/3-women-now-hold-top-leadership-positions-at-gnyada/
https://libn.com/2019/07/26/wheeler-and-dealer/
https://riverheadlocal.com/2019/07/23/riverhead-auto-dealership-president-named-to-lead-state-auto-dealers-association/


 
 

• Wards Auto--Jul 18, 2019                                         

Wards Auto, a popular industry trade 

magazine/website wrote this article about Jane 

Millman as the GNYADA board chair and the 

associations other top female board members. 

[link] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Independent--July 23, 2019                

The Independent, a local newspaper on the East 

End of Long Island East End, wrote an article 

about Jane Millman becoming chair of the 

GNYADA board. [link] 

 

• Auto Body News--July 17, 2019                       

Auto Body News, a nationwide auto industry news  

publication, published a feature on Jane Millman  

being elected as chair of the board, and about  

GNYADA having women business owners filling top  

leadership posts. [link] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wardsauto.com/dealers/women-now-hold-three-top-spots-ny-dealer-association
https://indyeastend.com/news-opinion/south-fork/millman-chosen-to-lead/
https://www.autobodynews.com/index.php/northeastern/item/18061-long-island-women-business-owners-now-lead-new-york-auto-dealers-board.html


 
 

• Queens Gazette- July 17, 2019                                            
The Queens Gazette, a weekly newspaper in Queens, 

wrote about GNYADA’s scholarship program, 

highlighting the local students who are planning a career 

in the auto industry. The article covered the 2019 

scholarship recipients and quoted GNYADA President Mark Schienberg. [link] 

 

 

 

 

• Autobody News- July 11, 2019                          

Autobody News, a national news auto industry news 

focused website ran an article about the GNYADA 

scholarship awards. [link] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Queens Gazette- July 17, 2019 

The Queens Gazette ran a second interview-style feature article with one of the 

scholarship recipients, Destanie Greczkowski about her decision to pursue a career in the 

auto industry and apply for the GNYADA scholarship. This is a good promotional article 

to drive home the point about automotive careers being good long-term career path 

choices for younger workers. [link] 

 

 

 

 

• Queens County Politics- June 28, 2019  

Queens County Politics, an online community news 

focused website covered the scholarship awards. The 

article quotes Mark Schienberg and the scholarship 

recipients talking about why they decided to pursue a 

career in the auto industry.  [ l i n k ]  

 

https://www.qgazette.com/articles/queens-auto-tech-students-receive-20k-in-scholarships/
https://www.autobodynews.com/index.php/ne/item/18031-tech-students-receive-20k-in-scholarships-to-pursue-industry-careers.html
https://www.qgazette.com/articles/local-express-295/
https://queenscountypolitics.com/2019/06/28/queens-students-receive-major-automotive-scholarships/


 
 

• Queens Courier/QNS--June 25, 2019                                                                                   

The Queens Courier and QNS, a weekly print newspaper and news website in Queens, 

wrote about GNYADA’s scholarship program. The article detailed the 2019 scholarship 

recipients and quoted Mark Schienberg. [link] 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Press Releases  
The Butler Associates team drafted and disseminated media materials and conducted news desk 

outreach on a variety of key topics: 

 

June 25, 2019: “Auto Tech Students Receive $20K in Scholarships to Pursue Careers in 

High Demand Field” 

 

July 1, 2019: “Safety Tips for Holiday Driving Season” (Opportunity declined due to 

scheduling conflicts) 

 

July 17, 2019: “Women Lead the Way on New Auto Dealers Board, Earning Top Posts to 

Represent New York’s Car Retailers” 

https://qns.com/story/2019/06/25/queens-students-receive-20k-in-scholarships-to-pursue-careers-as-automotive-technicians/


 
 

III. Marketing and Promotion of GNYADA Topics 
 

The Butler Associates team has been reviewing and providing feedback and editing suggestions 

as GNYADA continues to draft and develop its 2019 economic impact study, including content 

and visual presentation, selection of data and proposals for further member surveys to be 

deployed when the study is published.  

 

We have also continued to plan and manage the City & State magazine print and digital 

sponsored messaging/advertising that GNYADA plans to use for the remainder of 2019. This 

includes planning a series of strategic messaging packages focusing on the new women leaders 

of the organization, educational programs including the auto technician scholarships, the 

philanthropic efforts of GNYADA member dealers and the enormous positive economic impact 

dealerships have in their communities. 

 

Towards the end of the legislative session, we worked, along with GNYADA’s public affairs 

professionals in Albany, on messaging aimed at elected officials and other policymakers 

regarding the “broker bill” under consideration. 

 

Butler Associates also promoted the golf outing event and scholarship program in a news-styled 

advertisement (below) published in the New York Daily News print addition on July 6, 2019. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

IV.     Response/Crisis Management  
 

In early June, we engaged with a reporter from Crain’s New York Business, who was planning to 

write a story about the proposed broker bill. The reporter had been receiving a voluminous 

amounts of misinformation from representatives of auto brokers, arguing strenuously against 

GNYADA’s efforts to back sensible legislation that would create a fair and level playing field 

for the industry. 

 

Working with GNYADA leadership, we gathered data and factual persuasive responses to 

counter some of the misinformation spread by brokers and their organization in order to paint a 

more accurate picture about the purpose of the bill and its potential benefit for consumers. 

 

We arranged interviews with GNYADA President Mark Schienberg to set the record straight and 

advocate for the legislation and the interests of the dealer members. We countered many of the 

assertions made by brokers point-by-point with data and facts. In the end, though the journalist 

seemed determined to strongly represent the interests of brokers, the argument from GNYADA 

and its members for why this legislation was needed to protect consumers was prominently 

featured. 

 

V. Pending Opportunities  

 
Butler Associates set up and scheduled interviews with AutoRemarketing Magazine, Modern 

Dealership Magazine and Forbes Magazine involving the election of Jane Millman as Board 

Chair that are pending as of the time of this report printing. These are prominent auto industry 

and business news outlets that help to promote GNYADA’s image and prominence in the auto 

industry and further the organization’s activities and message to a professional audience and 

industry specific audience. We will continue to pitch these and similar publications, especially 

the industry specific outlets, to promote stories in the future and make GNYADA a stronger 

more prominent voice in the auto industry.  
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