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A WARM WELCOME AWAITS 
CANADIANS IN GREENLAND 

A trip to the Far North reveals an unspoken bond that's more pro­ 
than ever as annex­a­tion threats loom, says. 
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In Green­land, mak­ing eye con­tact and lift­ing your eye­brows is as good as say­ing “hi 

there.” Just beware; wig­gling your arches is con­sidered flirt­ing. 

The use­ful tip came from 

Aleqa Ham­mond, a former prime min­is­ter of Green­land and one of the cul­tural edu­cat­ 

rs on my Into the North­w­est Pas­sage exped­i­tion trip with Adven­ture Canada last 

August. 

Another thing I learned from Ham­mond: the land in Green­land belongs to all. It can't be 

pur­chased by for­eign­ers. 

There's prob­ably no bet­ter time for Cana­dians to visit Green­land. While United States 

Pres­id­ent Don­ald Trump seems to have pulled back on his vow to for­cibly annex the ter­ 

it­ory, he's still mak­ing noises about mak­ing Canada the 51st state. Geo­pol­it­ics makes 

Green­land­ers and Cana­dians, already close through their shared Inuit ties, feel their kin­ 

even stronger, said Johannes Oster­mann, a law stu­dent in Green­land's cap­ital of 

Nuuk and Ham­mond's son. 

In that spirit, I packed my own per­sonal icebreaker for the trip: A tuque with the Cana­ 

flag and the words “Not for Sale.” 

As in Canada, an elbows-up sen­ti­ment applies in self-gov­ern­ing Green­land, an 

autonom­ous coun­try within the King­dom of Den­mark that is work­ing toward inde­ 

end­ence. From Ham­mond to the ground staff at the air­port in Kanger­lus­suaq, in west­ 

Green­land, to people I met in the small port of Qeqer­tar­suaq on Disko Island, “I like 

your hat” sparked smiles and con­ver­sa­tion. 

Nearly 80 per cent of the land mass on the world's largest island that's not a con­tin­ent is 

covered by a two-kilo­metre-thick ice sheet. Water, air or dogsled teams are the only 

ways to travel long dis­tances here. Cruise ships are an increas­ingly pop­u­lar way for tour­ 

to visit. 

I was among 174 pas­sen­gers bound for the small Cana­dian exped­i­tion ship Ocean 

Endeav­our who arrived in Green­land on a charter flight from Toronto. 

After five days in Green­land, we sailed to Canada across Davis Straight to Nun­avut and 

the North­w­est Pas­sage. For that part of the voy­age, we fol­lowed in the wake of Sir John 

Frank­lin's doomed 19th-cen­tury exped­i­tion to find the North­w­est Pas­sage. 
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Humans have lived in Green­land for more than 4,500 years. With a pop­u­la­tion of about 

56,000, nearly 90 per cent of the ter­rit­ory is made up of Green­landic Inuit, known as 

Kalaal­lit. The offi­cial lan­guage is Kalaal­lisut or Green­landic and a good por­tion of people 

also speak Dan­ish, Eng­lish, or both. 

Green­land­ers call their own coun­try Inuit Nun­aat or Kalaal­lit Nun­aat, which fit­tingly 

means “Land of the People” or “Land of the Green­land­ers.” 

Ham­mond, Green­land's first female prime min­is­ter, was one of nine Inuit cul­tural edu­ 

on the 36-mem­ber exped­i­tion crew. 

“People want to know how we live here. That's something you can't Google,” said Ham­ 

We star­ted the les­son with a half-day visit to Sis­i­miut, shuttled by Zodi­acs from the ship. 

The second-largest city in Green­land, with a pop­u­la­tion of about 5,500, reminded me a 

bit of St. John's, New­found­land and Lab­rador, with steep streets lead­ing up from the har­ 

green hill­sides and build­ings painted in cheery shades. 

The local guide explained the col­ours on the tim­ber build­ings sig­ni­fied their use in the 

18th cen­tury. Red is for churches, yel­low for health care, black for police and blue for 

fish­ing. 

At a Taste of Place buf­fet at the Taser­alik Cul­ture Cen­ter, we sampled the corner­stones of 

the Kalaal­lit diet. 

I tried muskox soup and stew and chewy muk­tuk (beluga whale skin and blub­ber). Pun­ 

ent chunks of purple-red raw seal meat, val­ued as a belly-warm­ing source of pro­tein 

and min­er­als, was an acquired taste. 

A group of her­it­age build­ings tell the com­munity's story from the past cen­tury at the 

out­door Sis­i­miut Museum. Inside Beth­elkirken church, built in 1775, there was a dis­play 

of col­our­ful tra­di­tional dress includ­ing intric­ate glass-beaded col­lars and seal­skin leg­ 

ings. Being beau­ti­fully adorned is import­ant to Green­landic people, Ham­mond 

explained, espe­cially when they are hunt­ing. They believe the anim­als are attrac­ted to 

their out­fits and will come closer. 

The next morn­ing, the ship was well into West­ern Green­land's Ice­berg Alley. It was 

aston­ish­ing to see massive hunks of ice in a slow-mov­ing parade, shin­ing in the sun. 
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Thanks to long stretches of day­light above the Arc­tic Circle, we took an after-din­ner 

Zodiac cruise among the ice­bergs to get a close look at the tower­ing Eqip Ser­mia gla­cier. 

Onboard geo­lo­gist and pro­fessor Marc St-onge told us we were at the “edge of that large 

white blob on every map of the Arc­tic.” The gla­cier advances three metres a day, he said, 

and the massive chunks that break off, or calve, float off as ice­bergs. 

The next day, we dropped anchor in a bay and took Zodi­acs to shore to hike on spongy, 

col­our­ful tun­dra that released the rich cedar smell of Lab­rador tea with every step. Polar 

bear guards stood watch at the peri­meter, but we didn't see the apex pred­ator of the Arc­ 

ic until we reached Nun­avut. You have to adjust your expect­a­tions about wild­life sight­ings 

on an exped­i­tion cruise. 

That also goes for all travel in the Arc­tic. We were sup­posed to visit Ilulis­sat, a UNESCO 

World Her­it­age Site fam­ous for ice­berg-pro­du­cing Ilulis­sat Ice­f­jord. Our cap­tain decided 

the ice around the North Atlantic's most pro­lific ice­berg nurs­ery was too unpre­dict­able. 

We ended up at what turned out to be one of my favour­ite stops, Qeqer­tar­suaq on Disko 

Island. It was called God­havn when Frank­lin's crew pos­ted their last known let­ters home 

from here in 1845. 

Later, I clum­sily kicked a soc­cer ball around with a kid on the Gat­o­rade-green arti­fi­cial 

turf of the town's foot­ball pitch. I gave him my Canada ball cap in thanks for the exper­i­ 

But I kept my Not for Sale tuque. 
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