Carolina Rojas
March 4, 2019

Blue Nude by Pablo Picasso Analysis

Blue Nude is one Pablo Picasso's masterpieces from his early years. He painted it in 1902 after
his close friend's, Carlos Casagemas, suicide. His grief lasted for so long it led to his Blue
Period, which consisted of a series of blue monochrome paintings as a result from his
depression.

Picasso is well known for his outstanding cubist masterpieces, his most popular and
recognized paintings are from his cubist era, although, few people are aware he began his
artistic career with postimpressionist and expressionist pieces. In fact, paintings from his Blue
Period are the last of these artistic currents which where great contributions to modern art and
the artistic ideological change present in the twentieth century amongst the rest of the
vanguards.

Amidst the basic elements that can be identified in Blue Nude, are the lines which
outline the woman and form the body's figure, as well as they compone a half circle plane that
can be noticed at the woman's left. This bidimensional piece is highly significant and relevant
in modern art because it includes different textures, saturation and the great luminous value
from the different blue tones. This color palette can allow the viewer to connect with each
emotion expressed by every single tone. The temperature is cold due to the color blue being a
primary color. Certain quantities of white settle a light dark contrast. Other kinds of contrast the
piece contains are the quality contrast compared to the quantity one.

As it is common knowledge, colors stimulate psychological reactions, in this case, one
can easily appreciate the expressive function of the blue used by Picasso. Through the
different blue tones and the multiple contrasts within, a great feeling of profound sadness and
desolation can be perceived. In the visual composition there is a clear difference between the
woman's proportion and the half circle behind her, which accentuates her perspective. The
focal point in the piece is the woman, the visual weight of the painting can be identified at the
right and the symmetry is radial as it grows around the woman.

The woman is showing her back and her naked skin with the appearance of her
musculature, she is sitting hunched over and covering her face, all of it in blue. These details
express the profound painful feeling Picasso experienced facing depression. It is possible the
position the woman is in shows the consolation she is trying to give herself. The pictorial way in
which Picasso portrayed sadness in this painting is outstanding, he has a subtle way of
projecting the sensation of emptiness and melancholy that can be perceived with a single
observation. One can also experiment the loneliness, the regret and the grief.



The woman is painted naturally and simply without the exaggerated features of her
body; her muscles and spine are lightly noticeable. The materials used were brushes and oil on
canvas. The painting is a beautiful illustration of how tenuous, even impactful sadness is. It is
possible for the viewer to feel more than the representation of Picasso's depression, he can
project himself or feel identified, not specifically because he has faced depression, but rather
felt pain and a great emptiness like that one before.

Picasso painted the woman organically, not only physically but emotionally too, it is
only human to feel desolation and in search for inner connection whilst hunching into one's

self.
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