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BRAZIL

GETTING TOKNOW FOUR BEAUTIFUL YOUNG MODELS FROM BRAZIL
(YES, WEHAVE THE BEST JOB INTHE WORLD)

1 JOSH TOLENTIND s ROY MACAN




YOUMIGHT

NOT
THINK
OF
MANILA

as a place to be rattled off alongside the likes of Paris, New York,
and Tokyo as a prime destination for the professionally beautiful,
but for a growing number of foreign fashion models—particu
larly from Brazil—it is exactly that. For them, Manila, and the
Philippines in general. is becoming their top stop, or even their
new home. Our fascination with such “imports® is decp-seated, |
whether due to exoticism, internarional appeal. or whatever post
colonial psyche theory your professor pulled our of his behind in
college. That we Filipinos are hospitable to visitors has become a
cliché, but the corollary of that hospitality is a consuming, some

food, clothes. and

times borderline unhealthy obsession with ¢a

people from elsewhere. In this case, it's fashion models,

Esquire had the privilege to sit down with four such beau-
ties. talking to them about their lives, careers, impressions of the
Philippines, and life after the runway. Also, we took many, many
pictures for you to admire

Just at first glance, it’s easy to see why Marianna Henud was at
Top Model. And to the
nation’s good fortune, she’s fallen quite hard for the Philippines,

one point in the running to be Brazil's Ne

making it her home base and launching a number of new initia
tives, She won't be known as merely a model - Top or otherwise
for long, mark our words.

With traditionally oriental good looks thanks to her half
Chinese origin, Fang Shin might not initially trip anyone’s “latina”
radar, but hearing her voice—and thick Portuguese accent—will
quickly dispel any misconceptions about where she hails from
Spend a few seconds getting to know her, and one cannot but con-
clude that she’s very much the ideal result of East meeting West.

Practically a vision of Hispania, Hevelyn Almeida’s status as a
Century Tuna Superbod is definitely well-carned, as is the rest of
her modelling career. ranging from here to Minas Gerais in Brazil
and bevond Karen Lima is the most experienced model of the
four, her statuesque aura balanced by her warm smile and amiable
manner. Even the most classical beaury is less intimidating once
she tells you her nickname is “xuxu” (for * bitter melon”

MH = Marianna Henud
F$ = Fang Shin

KL = Karen Lima

HA = Hevelyn Almeida

ON YOUR TYPICAL DAY
FS: “I wake up at 11 sometimes because | have insomnia. but |
have no problem waking up, even if | go to sleep at 6 or SAM.1

buy a lot of DVDs and watch movies.”
KL: “I wake up. then I have breakfast and go to the gym, and usss
ally we have casting calls and go on jobs, and somerimes we go @

and have

ON DOWNTIME AND HOBBIES

KL: “1 like to play PSP, My favorite game is Need for Speed. Some
times I fight my boyfriend for it!"

MH: “Even when I'm alone between jobs, 1 can't get bored, be

se all 1 have to do is look out my window and see the view of

ca
the city. If I have a couple of days off, I
the Philippines is so beautiful and there are so many places to

F$: “1'm more relaxed, I've got a boyfriend. and Nina (a teacups
Chihuahua). We're really a couple. we don't like to club. We relss
and sometimes go out with good friends and have good food”

ro out of town, because

ON GETTING INTO THE JOB
FS: “1 was born in Brazil. We moved to Taiwan and lived there 8
cight vears, and T started modeling at five years old. People w

walk with us and take pictures and suggest | oy it out. When 1
almost nine we returncd to Brazil, and the same thing happes
KL: "It was always my dream. When I was four vears old T woslé
work on the runways, the smaller ones, and then I met my

in Brazil, and they sent me all over the place.. At the beginning
was really just fun, but then comes a turning point your life, w8

you've got to decide 'Is this what I want?, and then get serioss

about it”
HA: “I first tried when T was 12, but it didn't work out. But whes
was 16 my father saw some opportunities and encouraged meSs

n. and that's when I started traveling

ON SURPRISING PEOPLE

FS: “Nobody thinks I'm Brazilian, so when I speak Portugeuse
people are always surprised. In China also. because | speak N
darin fluently. My father’s strict about speakin
KL: “When they haven't met me, they think I'm snobbish. bus

they talk to me. get to know me, they'll see that I'm just normsis
MH: “When people talk to me and find out thar I'm not justa

impressed. They hear about my NGO or my §

st BS. but when | explain they discover §

maodel, they get

ness and think its
s¢rious | am about it”

ON HOW IT’S NOT ALL JETSETTING,
GLAM AND PARTIES

KL: “People think [modeling is] too easy, but it’s not. If you'se
. it doesn't matter. You have to go, look pretee

having a bad da
do vour job, and no one’s going to ask you how you're fecling
vou can't show it, I'm just a hanger, that’s how they sce me

t's very hard

job. Sometimes th
FS: “Normally you come for three months, and if you work welk

know that’s my

can stay for six months or a vear. and then you move on [0 3 new
agent or contract”

HA: “You never really have a set routine or schedule, and it el
depends on the job. I only get to know about my schedulesa
in advance”

MH: “Sometimes, when vou're staying in [agency providedd
housing, you've got to live with all kinds of people, including
and need to share bathrooms and tight quarters’

KAREN LIMA:

m just a ha




..

% and went to the hospital...

AZILIAN GIRLS: Whether t et or sot n the ner

{ FRIENDS AND RE LATIO\YSHIPS

*it's not too hard o make new friends, but on

't matter how long vou're apart, you ca

help cach other our”

Jel, too. We try 1o trs

E “1I'm with my boyiriend, anc

w us because we

er as much as possi

same stvle and its ¢ ame places

harder if a couple hasan . but we

@vs try to make it work

BN BEING BRAZIL'S NEXT TOP MODEL
It was like a dream for me at first. They had 1 lor of cameras
they really put vou in situations that you we t like.. T got
4 [ still had t

was vomitir

ew up so much

¢ 1 didn't want to be eliminated

other models. T

ing

wi

s person, it was my first experie

ened 2 lotr about respect. because everyone's so different

THr R FAVORITE PHILIPPINE SPOTS:
en to Bohol, - n;l‘x wan

g for for me the best one, the paradise

viay. Puerto Galel

Bor

*1 like Bohal best, because of the t
nd 1 like the Chacolate Hills there and the white sand

ches

DN OUR NATIONAL CUISINE

. 1 like adobo, but 1 still want to try some balut. It's wei dt”

DN FALLING FOR THE PHILIPPINES:

Evervbody asks me [what my favoritc spot is|. and when |

def y changed the fandscape of Philippine modeling

sav here they ask me why. and it’s because the people are so warm

re so polire and make vt sel like you're welcome.
1 really didn't kr
first came, but it’s so dif
to. When I'm here, 1 feel like I'm at home, And it’s really some

yw where the Philippines even was when |

srent from the other countries 1've been

thine that 1 love, that evervone’s always smiling. 1t's impossible to

wake up mad”
HA: “The Phillippings is a country that I really love, and if sor
asked me where 1 want to live, other than Brazil, it would be her

ON WHAT’S BEYOND THE RUNWAY:
FS: "1 have
‘Thev just asked me if 1 can sing. but I'm really shy because I've

v in Taiwan, and I'm almost like a celebrity there

y work hard now, because 1'm still
vhile 1 build”
KL: “I want to open my own business, maybe a restaurant. W hile

never done it before.. 1 pla

voung so | can relax later

thy and rake care of my

modeling, I've learned how to cat he
t to use that for my life after modeling™

body, and 1 wz

i modelin

HA: “T haven't finished school yetsince | st
1 v I'm enjoy

and hav
ing the time | have while I'm young ind can go back ro graduare

pent as much time in Brazil, but f

ON GIVING BACK:
MH: | found a home here. T
so 1 wanted to give back and start my NGO. Cari

>hilippines has given me so much

e. Our biggest
“aridade to

I've learned in

sal is to give them something sustainable... 1 w:

bring smiles to people, because that's somet
the Philippines. You just walk in the street and they're | g
and smiling for vou, even if they don't have anvthing, they

be smiling 1 want 1o give them reasons to smile” 2]
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