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. Fire kills 2 children, hurts 2

BRIEFIN G
Neighbor aided two off roof, but smoke kept him from saving others

BY PETER HARRIMAN years. The phone is registered to Oanh kids were in the house,” Hall says.
pharrima@argusleader.com Thi Thach. “I got dressed and ran here. Two kids

Two elementary school-aged chil- At 4:37 a.m., Sioux Falls Fire Rescue were on the back roof. I got them down.
dren died, and two other people remain responded to the blaze that apparently =~ “The daughter was inside. I tried
in critical condition after a house fire began in a rice cooker near a stove. going in, but the smoke was too
early Saturday at 212 S. Willow Ave..  Before firefighters arrived, aneighbor, intense.”

Sioux Falls law enforcement officials Tim Hall, of 1625 W. 10th St., rescued Hall said by that time, Sioux Falls
have not released the names of the vic- two of the occupants who had crawled Police had arrived, and he and officers
tims but have determined the fire was out of a second-story bedroom onto a tried to enter the house a second time
accidental, and no criminal action was porch roof. Three other occupants and were again turned away by smoke
involved. A family of eight occupiedthe were able to escape through the front and heat.
house. According to neighbors, these door. Fire rescue crewsremoved three  Neighbor Burl Watne, of 208 S. Wil-
residents included a woman in her 50s, people while searching the home. low Ave., said that while the Vietnamese R 5 - , “ Y o
two daughters and their children, ages “Shortly after four this morning, the family had limited English skills, “they VAL HOEPPNER / ARGUS LEADER
lcmdergarten to high school. The fami- mom ran down, beat on our door, and Friends and firefighters gather around a relative of the
ly had lived in the house for about 10 woke my wife and me, and hollered her See FIRE, page 5A victims in a fatal fire Saturday at 212 S. Wiliow Ave.
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OPINION I A TALK WITH TOM DASCHLE
Does the city need

an events center? l

» That's the question
we asked. And we got
responses from readers,
as well as the pro and con
view of what a new center I

would mean for the future
of Sioux Falls. 9B

LIFE | g
republic if you
Dve Barry's . p y jwa::r;g"rgz;;::’zom
Christmas Guide | think that leader Shirley Grimes visited her
» Sure, these gift sug- 2 : mother for lunch every day for
gestions are odd - who re- IS Wrong. 15 years. Last Memorial Day

weekend, she stopped in for
_ another reason - to help her
move to an east Sioux Falls
Sen. Tom Daschie assisted living center.

“She was not at all happy” to
give up her independence,
Grimes, 62, said of 84-year-old
Elva Deckert. “I now take her

ally needs a toilet poncho
or a campfire butt warmer
anyway? But the best part
is that all these odd gifts
are real — and hilarious. 1F

LOCAL & REGION  Deckert. 1 :
Oﬂala Sloux leader glllltt \fhtgn ree imes a week,
s R Senator says but when

go back, MORE
she doesn’t ONLINE

want to go

» Cecilia Fire Thunder

took charge Saturday as he WOH’t

president of the tribe, and back ” e
she’'s got plenty ofwork IObby Or On the statewide
ahead of her - namely, that other side enroliment
she presides over one of k fﬁ £ i i
the nation's poorest coun- See 0 Ce c(Erimes a' sﬁuce 1985
ties, and her opponent has ' o€ onta :
said the election she won BY JENNIFER SANDERSON i T i
was corrupt. 1B 'cOw:m 2:‘04* Ar;us Le:er secretary oadarand
s Sen. Tom Daschle pre- enjoys ¥
pares to leave Capitol Hill, watching
SPORTS with more friends and her granddaughter, Amanda
more enemies than when Pederson, 16, play soccer and
SDSU womeall ll.;.;.é he first climbed the grmutt:u steps lead cheers for Roosevelt High
close game | 26yearsago, heisclearonthis: He School. She also is pleased to
» The Jackrabbit will not return as a lobbyist. see Amanda’s brother, 6-year-
women's Nor will he return as a candidate old Nicholas, getting started at
basketball for any office, president on down. Discovery Elementary School.
squad fell | “I am totally confident and com- Her generational tug “between
to 6-3 on fortable in the notion that elected | my mom and my grandkids” is
the season politics is something I'm putting the same test South Dakota now
afterlosing | behind me,” Daschle said in a Fri- must navigate to meet the
66-59 to | day telephone interview with the expanding needs of a growing
the South- | Argus Leader from Washington, l elderly population and a shrink-
enCalTro- | where he will continue to live. ing group of schoolchildren.
jans in their first matchup. He said he has been | These two demographic
SDSU returns home approached by law and invest- glaciers have been advancing
Saturday after an ment firms and said that more across the state for a half-cen-
eight-game road trip. 1C writing is in his future. tury. But last week, they
In his first interview with South sparked fresh controversy
Dakota media since conceding when Gov. Mike Rounds told
BUSINESS defeat to Republican John Thune, hﬁw his l:new budﬁet would
Daschle carried in his voice both change who gets what money
As com plies up, disappointment and determina- | to address competing needs.
s0 does Its benefit Hon. Education still will get more
» This year's record He's determin'ed to keep his than half of every dollar in the
corn harvest means promise to “continue to work for budget Rounds sends to the
that farmers reap the the state of South Dakota and the Legislature in January, but the
benefits of a healthy crop. people of our state, so long as I school share will drop as the
Retailers and equipment have an opportunity to do so.” state_channels more money nto
dealers also see the However, that promise will be Medicare, Medicaid and help-
benefits. 1D kept outside elected office. Non- Meakin ing low-income faa_mhes.. :
profit advocacy agencies, think e TR o  Roundssaysheiskeeping his
tanks and consulting firms are only E MATTMEW CAvANADGw | COmmitment to schools by giv-
a few of the ways Daschle could GANNETT NEwS SERvice | Ing them a 2.9 percent hike in
NATION & WORLD continue to affect public policy. money — a boost that’s greater
m;l#\."“:tmiﬁm He is disappointed that South p . y
e mystery iliness Dakotans voted him out of the Sen- t b I t t
that has left Ukrainian ate, but he said, “I'm not dwelling Leader faced ve ry u r u en Ime See SPENDING, page S5A
opposition leader Viktor on my disappointment.”
Yushchenko's formerly When Daschle leaves the Hill, QUESTION: People obviouslyare beyond anything I could've imag- NMORE ONLINE MEDIAN AGE
handsome face scarred he will take with him boxes of files eager to hear from you - your ined as a young student from my ‘ _
and pitted was no disease and photos aswell astheawkward  thoughts on the recentelectionand hometown. So 1 am very gratefulto  For the complete interview, log IN S.D.
~ it was dioxin poisoning, prefix of “former” and, after 26 what’s ahead for the people of South Dakota fortheir ~On to www.argusleader.com.
doctors say. 3A years, the private comfort thathe  you and your par- support and for the extraordinary Here's a look at the
| did not compromise what led him  ty. What message opportunities they've given me. median age of South
> SOLDIER SEN- there in the first place. do you want to in, and that’s a home I care a lot Dakotans for selected
TENCED: A U.S. soldier “I've always said to my family give them? Q: Most of the career possibilities about. I intend to find many differ- years.
wee sentepced t0 tr_lrlee that whenever that time comes, ANSWER: The you mention seem slanted toward ent ways in which I can be fully 1960 27 7
years in prison for kllt:_lng . when I have to leave and walk out,  most important message I have is, the East Coast. Will you remain liv- engaged in both professional and 1870 27.4
wmmded 'fgqsig,f err;’a g I want to walk out with my head “Thank you.” Thank you for giving ing in Washington? Should South maybe nonprofit opportunities in 1980 28 9
:'I Q;alrr{sslxar;entsllstag& held high,” Daschle said. “Allthat me the opportunity for 26 years to Dakotans expect to see much of South Dakota. Of' the few decisions 1990 324
attacks in several cities I've done and all that I've attempt-  serve you and to live out my passion, you? [ have made, that’s one of them. 1995 34,
killing at least 10 Iraqis’ ed to do has been done with thatin  to experience amazing things that  A: Absolutely. I plan to come | ' 2000 IR
and wounding 14 U.S. | mind.” very few peoPIe have the opportu- home frequently to Aberdeen. We'll Q: What Kept you from running oo g 1
soldiers. 8A mty to expenence. For a kid from always k_eep.our home there. MY USD’s Business Research Bureau '
' See DASCHLE, page 4A Aberdeen, South Dakota, it reallyis mother lives in the house I grew up See Q&A, page 4A
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A TALK WITH TOM DASCHLE

Senate Minority
Leader Tom
Daschle speaks on
the phone In his
Capital Hill office
on Friday. In
recent weeks,
Daschle has
overseen the
shutdown of five
offices, three In
South Dakota
and two In

1 Washington.

E MATTHEW CAVANAUGH
B ] GANNETT NEWS SERVICE

Daschle: Law, investment, writing opportunities possible
Q&A: ‘Able to touch the lives of so many’

Continued from 1A

When reflecting on his loss, he won't
speculate on why a slim majority of
South Dakotans - 51 to 49 percent -
thought it was time for change.

Their decision means Daschle is out
of a job for the first time since 1978,
when he left his spot as an aide to then-
Sen. Jim Abourezk and won a place in
the U.S. House. Certainly, he would
have preferred not to make history as
the first Senate leader in more than a
half-century to lose his seat. The race
was South Dakota’s most expensive in
history and the costliest 2004 Senate
match nationwide. It also was among
the country’s most bitterly contested.

‘Sense of achievement’

All things considered, Daschle is
convinced he did the best he could in
the time he had.

“It was all worth doing,” he said.
“Could I go back and find many mis-
takes and things I could’'ve done better?
Absolutely. Clearly, in 26 years, it was
far from perfect. There are things you
know you could’'ve done better or in a
way that might have been different, but
that doesn’t take away from the larger
sense of satisfaction and gratitude, that
sense of achievement.”

Daschle will have no shortage of new
opportunities. While he has been
approached by law and
investment firms, he
won't name names. His
2003 book, a personal
account of the 107th
Congress, got mostly
favorable reviews, and
he said more writingisin
his future. He also plans
to log speaking events,
which can bring tens of
thousands of dollars
apiece for in-demand
personalities.

The money won’t be
the driving factor,
though. Daschle’s wife, Linda Hall
Daschle, earned nearly $750,000 last
year as a lobbyist for major airlines and
aviation companies.

Thune’s campaign made her job a
critical focus, despite Thune’s own lob-
bying background and her rule to peti-
tion only those on the House side. As
her husband leaves the Senate, she’ll
broaden her scope free of a potential
conflict of interest. Her work requires
her to stay in Washington, and the cou-
ple will keep the large home so promi-
nently displayed by Republican-
financed Web sites and direct-mail
pieces during the campaign.

Serving public interest
Daschle’s pass on a lobbying career
of his own might surprise some who'’ve
seen other lawmakers find that niche.
But those within his closer circles,
including aides, didn’t expect him to fol-
low that path. As a party leader in the
Senate for nearly a decade, Daschle
could be in a position to pursue more
public-spirited interests next year.
“For aformer majority leader, you're
in a somewhat different position than a
rank-and-file member,” said Norm Orn-
stein, an analyst with the nonpartisan
American Enterprise Institute. “You're
a little bit more deliberative about the
kinds of things that you do.”
Daschle’simmediate predecessor as
Democratic leader, former Sen. George
Mitchell of Maine, stayed active in pol-
icy after he retired from politics in 1994.
Mitchell helped negotiate peace settle-
ments in Northern Ireland and the Mid-
dle East. He also set up several insti-
tutes dedicated to education and the
environment in his home state. He's
now chairman of the Disney company.
Longtime House Democratic leader
Dick Gephardt, a Missourian who is

‘Linda and | and
our family made the
decision we
weren't going to
look back. We were
going to look
forward.’

Tom Daschle

close to Daschle, plans to start a public
policy institute at Washington Univer-
sity as he retires to his hometown of St.
Louis.

Several observers and political oper-
atives said they thought Daschle could
wind up joining a think tank in Wash-
ington to focus on issues important to
South Dakota. Efforts toward improv-
ing health care, the rural economy and
renewable energy resources all would
allow Daschle to use and build on the
expertise he’s gained in Congress.

Daschle would say only that he's
talked with a variety of groups in South
Dakota, Washington and New York. He
dismissed a rumor from weeks past that
the administration had hinted at a Cab-
inet post as a nod toward bipartisan-
ship.

“The answer is no,” said Daschle,
who was surprised to first see the item
in a conservative writer’s national col-
umn. “I doubt very much that it would
be offered or that I would consider it.”

At South Dakota State University,
where Daschle’s 1969 graduation made
him his family’s first college success
story, president Peggy Miller said she
hoped Daschle would stay involved in
national and international affairs.

“In or out of office, the skills and
experience of men like Tom Daschle
are still desperately needed if we're
going to have a better, safer nation,”
Miller said.

Daschle has spent
much of the past few
weeks working on transi-
tional leadership with
close friend Sen. Harry
Reid, the new minority
leader from Nevada. Con-
cerned with finding jobs
for his large staff, he’salso
overseeing the shutdown
of five offices, three In
South Dakota and two in
Washington.

Congress wrapped up
for the year Thursday
with a vote on reforming the nation’s
intelligence agencies. Daschle joined
an overwhelming majority of bipartisan
lawmakers in both chambers who vot-
ed yes.

Daschle, labeled an obstructionist
throughout the recent campaign, said,
“I don’t think anyone should feel apolo-
getic for opposing another leader with-
in the republic if you think that leader
IS wrong.”

Republican pollster Frank Luntz
thinks the accusation is more complex
in Daschle’s case. Daschle didn’t block
only Bush’s agenda, he blocked his
shot at re-election by contradicting him-
self, Luntz said.

“The whole point was, there were two
Tom Daschles. There was the Daschle
who was raising money for the Democ-
rats, who was extreme, even ugly at
times. Then there was the Tom Daschle
of South Dakota: very kind, very soft-
spoken, very decent and very power-
ful,” said Luntz, who turns to the “Sein-
feld” sitcom for his final analysis. “A
Daschle divided against itself cannot
stand, as George Costanza would say.”

Excited about future

Daschle said he stayed true to his
South Dakota roots and doesn’t feel
betrayed by the state’s voters. They're
a more progressive bunch than they're
given credit for, he said, or they
wouldn’t have sent him to Washington
for more than a quarter-century.

“Am I disappointed? Absolutely, I'm
disappointed,” he said. “But I'm not
dwelling on my disappointment or
inability to continue to serve because of
how grateful I feel and how excited I am
about the future. 'm not young any-
more, but I'm not old.”

Daschle, 57, felt that disappointment
first for his family and, soon afterward,

contlmlodfl'omil

earlier for the m'esidency? Not every-
one buys the explanation in your book
- that you simply weren’t ready not to
be a senator. Do you think your deci-

sion not to seek the Democratic nom-

ination had any effect on the outcome
of your face-offwiﬂl (Sen. -elect]ohn).
Thune?

A: I don't know. Onlymwillteﬂ.
I'm sure there’ll be a lot more talk even

than it's really worth. What I said atthe

time is really true. I considered what 1
wanted to do and where I felt the most

comfortable. As much as I would've
enjoyed the challenge of a presidential

campaign, all things considered,  had
the best job politically and personally
in the country. Whywwldlwantto
give thatup?

| was also reticent about walking
away from my caucus when I felt they

needed me. Two years ago, we'd just

come off a loss, the first loss of num-
bers in my caucus that I'd experienced

asaleader. Ijustdidn’t feel rightabout

Y What's your proudest momentin
Washington?

A: ] always tell people that in my ear-
ly years, I wanted to be the political
equivalent of an offensive quarter-
back. Most of my life I've been the
equivalent of a defensive lineman.
Because this hasn’t been a particular-
lyacuvlstﬁmemgwemment. I got

~ excited in the new frontier and

believed government could play a vital

‘role in making life better and creating
-opportunity, .
today. Nm has detracted from

. 1 still believe that

that view, and there’s so much more
we can and should do.

My proudest moment? I look back -
with immense pride and satisfaction
on how we've been able to touch the
lives of so many South Dakotans.
They're still contacting our office. ... In
some cases, they went so far as to say
we saved their lives. You don’t have to
have many of those conversations to
think that of everything we've done,
it’s those moments that have meant
themost.

walking away from South Dakotaand

walking away from my caucus at a

time when I felt, in both cases, I was
needed. I would've been putting per-
sonal polltical ambition ahead of

responsibility.”

Q: How do you want to be remem-

beredontlm}ﬁll’
A: 1 would like to be recognized for

trying to do the right thing. While'
many people might disagree with
some of the positions I've taken, | hope

they would never question my motives
or my determination to do what I've
done and to do it with the profession-
alism required. So that's how I've
looked at it.

Ilook back, and I was leader during

avery turbulent time in our country.I out 193, mﬂmtes, lmtwe did. -

q= Doyouthmkyau lostbecause
voters believed Thune would do a bet-
ter job or because they believed they
nededmgamumtdoﬁce?
A: That’s not a question I can
anm Thﬂ'ssomemingﬂmtywr
paper and others are going to be

- researching and finding a lot more of
- an accurate answer to than I can give.

- Thavenoregrets

about our campaign.
Our goal was to have the biggest

‘turnout for a Democrat in our history,

and we did that. Tim (Johnson) won
with 164,000 votes just two years
bMWewereoplmﬂﬂmﬂyﬂmk
ing that we could turn out 190,000

~ votes, and we exceeded it by 3,000. We

never dreamed it was possible to turn

look back at the anthrax attackonmy

office, 9-11, the
first time in history that that hap-

pened. We had some very, verychal-

my *afﬂledmmcrmc

¥ ::-f"Democmucpresldenﬁ. But that’s part

tory will ]udge me we]l

for his staff. By 3a.m. on Nov. 3, the day
he’d make his concession speech, he
knew the numbers weren’t going to
turn late for him the way they did for
Sen. Tim Johnson two years earlier.
Both Democrats faced the same oppo-
nent.

“There isn’t any way to describe it
unless you've had the experience,
which I wouldn’t recommend,” Daschle
said. “You go through the whole range
of emotions.”

Daschle acknowledges anger, res-
ignation and even relief to have the
campaign behind him in those first
hours.

Underneath, though, there was the
truth of knowing none of that would
change what needed to be said to those
who’d backed him. It's why, more than
a month later, he brushes aside ques-
tions about what tipped the polls in
Thune’s favor. He'll leave the second-
guessing to the pundits and his rawest
feelings for quiet talks around the sup-
per table.

“I've had many things for which I
have really worked hard to accomplish,
and one is discipline,” Daschle said. “I
think you need to be disciplined to keep
these emotions in check and make
those decisions. One of those was not
to replay the election or the campaign

impeachment (of Pres- -
ident Bill Clinton), a 50-50 Senate —the

GAreyonmobmmonm}

klfeelﬁatmumunlryhmbene-
fited for 200 years from good public
debate, and to differ with any presi-
-dentasamnmsmonal leader is part
Idtﬁered
sident Clinton on ,and

red with Republican and

strategy or things we decided along the
way, months ago.

“There was no way replaying that
would make the outcome any differ-
ent,” he said. “Linda and I and our fam-
ily made the decision we weren't going
to look back. We were going to look for-
ward.”

Thune, Daschle said, will get more
advice than he knows what to do with.
Daschle won’t be another cook in the
kitchen. But his thoughts on losing a
leadership position for his state reveal
more about the higher stakes in the
Senate, where Thune’s experience as a
former congressman will be a primer,
not a playbook.

“This city is a very competitive one.
This institution is a very competitive
one. And you may be sworn in as
equals, but it stops there,” he said.
“When you are sworn in, the real chal-
lenge is, how can you make the great-
est impact for your state? The answer,
in my view, is to make your voice heard
and to be in the room when the impor-
tant decisions are made.”

‘Something great’ ahead
Former Democratic Sen. George
McGovern doesn’t think Daschle’s
days in those kinds of rooms are over.
He knows from experience that the so-

ofﬂiedebate & e
Itookismewithsumeofthepod-
tions and some of the agenda of this
president, and I felt ] always needed to
be honest with myself and with regard
to what my role is as a leader of the
Democratic caucus. I strongly believe
it was in the interest of the people of
South Dakota that these issues be
raised and that my voice be heard,
eepeciaﬂyonecmmicmwhm
we differed so . My feel-
mgmthﬂthevumrityuﬁwﬂ:
Dakotans were not going to benefit
Mﬂ:eemmpohdeadtlm
adminim&on. _ |

emlfanouth Dakataas?DoSoﬁﬂl |
Dakota Democratsneedtabemm

conservative to win?
A:Notatall.Souﬂablkotmaarem

many ways very progressive people.
think it would be a big mistake for our
party to try to be more like conserva-
tives. ... We are the party of progres-
swetdeasandm'ogremepohcy‘lhe
Social Security system, the Medicare
system, rural electrification, highway
programs, public education, equal

rights - these are all progressive
ideas. I still believe we have an agen-

da and arole today. We don’t need two
conservative parties. We need a pro-

gressive party and a conservative par-
ty, andweneedtoﬁndasmncheom-
mon ground as we can, to try to
‘resolve the differences among us. The
common ground of politics is not on
ﬁhrkﬁorhﬁght.lt'sinmemid-

Q: You've been the face of the state
Democratic party for a long time now,
calling on voters to contribute, to vol-
unteer, to support mmchtes._ Who
willtakethatrolenaw? 7

A: Clearly, in our party in South l
Dakota, we have two extraordinary
leaders in Tim and (Rep.) Stephanie
(Herseth). I have no doubt they will
continue to carry our banner very
proudly. Ihmmchoonﬂdminmd
affection for both of them, and I know
theywﬂlconﬂnuetodowhntneedsm

be done
-}qmwrSandmm |

called halls of power don’t own the mar-
keﬁn a prize so sought-after.
arecentjoint book-signing

the ] efferson Hotel, a few blockga;ttryrth
of the White House McGovern hon-
ored Daschle as “a great and good man
who has served the state well and
served the nation well.”

McGovern’s new book, “The Essen-
tial Amenca, is his ninth and, in his
opinion, his best. It's about defending
the liberal tradition in American poli-
tics, a subject on which both men are
veterans.

Recalling his own defeat in 1980,
McGovern Jckmgly said he has cometo
believe that some “strange chemical”
appears in South Dakota’s water every
so often, tummg out senators. McGov-
ern isn't “going to shed a tear” over
Daschle’s defeat. He’s learned too
much, he said, from his losses in the
1972 presidential and 1980 Senate
races.

“After a setback or after a disap-
pointment - after a defeat, if you will,”
McGovern said, “if you just hang in
there, more often than not, something
great is going to happen




“I just wanted to compliment you, first of all.

“You've written several pieces during the campaign
that I thought, by far, set you apart as the best writer
of the group and the most accurate and fair.

“There were many fair writers. But you were fair
and I really admired the way you did it.”

Sen. Tom Daschle, 12/10/2004,

on why he requested to speak with me
for his last official interview,

the first since conceding defeat

to Republican John Thune



