
Trees and community foundations just go together. Both
grow deep roots to stand the test of time and return valuable
resources to their surroundings, year after year.

Small wonder, then, that Sioux Falls Area Community
Foundation helps donors develop so many parks in our area.
This winter, SFACF and a start-up nonprofit are planting
seeds that will flourish over generations, as a $1.6 million
capital campaign gets underway for the Mary Jo Wegner
Arboretum & East Sioux Falls Historic Site. 

The Community Foundation has been part of Arboretum
plans nearly from the start. In late 2005, SFACF brought
together members of the citizens’ group Sioux Falls Beautiful
and arranged a lead gift from the Karl Wegner Family. Acting
on the Family’s behalf and on the promise of a deferred gift
that one day will enhance and maintain the landscape
arboretum, SFACF worked with the City to secure park 
naming rights in memory of Mary Jo Wegner — a wife, 
mother, and arboretum advocate. 

Less than three years later, the Wegner Arboretum Society
landed a slot on the Sioux Falls Chamber of Commerce’s
Community Appeals schedule. SFACF is providing back-
office support for the fundraising effort, which kicked off 
in November and runs through March 31, 2009. 

“The fact that the City of Sioux Falls has set aside matching
money in the Capital Improvements Program budget makes
this a true public-private partnership,” says Jeff Scherschligt,
the campaign’s chairman and a member of the Society’s
board. “That allows us to leverage donor contributions with
public dollars and really do something incredible that’s good
for our community and also will draw tourists from the region.”

Scherschligt and other Society members are collaborating
with Minnehaha County officials and private landowners to
acquire the park’s full 115 acres. Portions will overlap the East
Sioux Falls town site, where early settlers quarried the rose-
colored stone that still adorns many of downtown’s most
familiar landmarks.

The Arboretum complements the City’s existing green spaces,
most notably the Arrowhead nature area — gifted to the community
by Dale and Dorothy Weir through SFACF. The two parks, which
lie along Highway 42 east of Sioux Falls, will be joined by an
underpass and linked to Great Bear Recreation Park via an 
11-mile spur of the bike trail.

The master concept for the Arboretum highlights native plants
and those brought to the site by various peoples during the area’s
history. Bur oaks, the symbol of the Arboretum, already stand at
the site, and plans call for themed gardens, prairie grasses and
flowers, and interpretive trails guiding visitors to the still-visible
remnants of the old quarry town. 

Eighteen acres of festival grounds will invite  community 
celebrations and family gatherings alike. And, at the Arboretum’s
main entrance, a re-creation of East Sioux Falls’ distinctive, 
L-shaped schoolhouse will serve as both a welcome center 
and a hands-on classroom.

The site’s unique history and educational potential are major
parts of its allure. Places such as the Arboretum “get kids away
from the computer and out into nature,” Scherschligt says. 

Minnehaha County Commissioner Carol Twedt championed the
project during a late summer press conference to announce the
campaign, saying the Arboretum “will be to Sioux Falls what
Central Park is to New York City.”

Scherschligt hopes donors will share that grand vision despite
recent market uncertainties, and make good on the campaign
slogan promise, “A Path to Yesterday and Tomorrow.” 

“It’s a very compelling project at a difficult time,” Scherschligt
says. “But you don’t quit when things get hard. More than any
other time, that’s when we need to keep showing the positive
results that can come when people work together.”

Use the form on page 6 to make your gift to the Arboretum Campaign.
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he Mary Jo Wegner Arboretum & East Sioux Falls

Historic Site is a true public-private partnership
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Chamber of Commerce’s Community Appeals.

SFACF provides back-office support for the drive,
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tum. L-R: Jeff Scherschligt, Arboretum Campaign
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Turns out Mom was right.
The adage she touted as the
holidays approached and her

daughters came down with a
serious case of the greedies is

spot on, “Remember, girls, it’s
more blessed to give than to receive.” 

Enlightenment hit recently as I drove
home from work listening to “All Things
Considered” on South Dakota Public
Radio. It was toward the end of a
“Friend Raising” week. The commentator
encouraged listeners to contribute to
the campaign by sharing the results of 
a study designed to find out whether
money can buy happiness.  

This is how it worked. Psychologists at
the University of British Columbia
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GIVING MAKES FOR A HAPPIER LIFE

brought a group of students together.
The students were asked to rate their
level of happiness. Then the researchers
gave each student some cash. Half 
of the participants had to spend the
money on themselves. The others 
had to give their money away. 

At the end of the day, the students again
rated their happiness. Those who had
given their cash away — to charity or as a
gift to someone else — were significantly
happier than students who had spent
the money on themselves!

At Sioux Falls Area Community
Foundation, the joy of giving is never
more evident than in donors who are
wrapping up their estate plans. They’ve
consulted their advisors, made 

provisions for
their loved ones,
and are ready to
arrange legacy
gifts for the
churches, schools, and organizations
they hold dear. 

Whether one celebrates Christmas,
Hanukah, Kwanzaa, or the solstice, the
giving season is upon us. All of us at
SFACF hope that your heart will know
the joy of giving to others. And, when
the New Year rolls around, make a 
resolution to get your estate in order
and come see us. Charitable bequests
are the happy part of estate planning. 

Gifts from Sustaining

Members support SFACF’s

development activities,

including special events

and the publication of

this newsletter. These gifts

were received between

September 2007 and

October 2008.
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Our efforts to build the
charitable capital of our
area are also supported
by the Sioux Empire
United Way and Sioux
Empire Combined
Federal Campaign.

C A N D Y H A N S O NA MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT AND CEO
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SFACF GRANT PROVIDES SCHOOL HOTLINE
FOR PARENTS FROM FARAWAY PLACES

BANQUET CHALLENGE GRANT TIMES OUT IN JANUARY

Adane Redda walked three hours a day to get to
school and home again in his native Ethiopia.
Today, nine years after coming to the United
States, the Lutheran Social Services case worker
is helping fellow immigrants overcome a far 
different set of educational challenges.

Redda and 11 other minority leaders in the 
community are part of the Translators of
Cultures program, an offshoot of the Sioux Falls
School District’s Minority Youth Advocacy
Project. Redda and co-chair Irina Goubanova 
are committed to promoting education for
immigrant and refugee youth, and to building
bridges between schools and families. Volunteers
work directly with other parents, serving as
interpreters and guiding them through a foreign
educational system. At the same time, the
Translators teach the teachers at Whittier Middle
School and Washington High School by sharing
their knowledge of cultural nuances with staff
and administrators.

This fall, a grant from SFACF unrestricted 
COMMUNITY FUNDS helped expand the four-year-
old program with a new Parent Hotline. Callers
who phone 274-1439 dial in to a HELP!Line
Center partnership that offers answers to school-
related questions. Translators and school coun-
selors will staff the line from 6 to 8 p.m. each
Monday night. At all other times, the Parent
Hotline carries a recorded greeting that invites
parents to leave messages for follow-up calls.
Callers currently hear English, Spanish, Bosnian,
Russian, and Amharic and Orominga —
Ethiopia’s two main languages. French, the 
seventh language, is spoken in the Congo 
and other nearby African nations. Additional
languages, including Arabic, Somalian, and
Nepalese, soon will be available as well.

Print a copy of this newsletter at www.sfacf.org

Print a copy of this newsletter at www.sfacf.org

olunteer leaders from within the immigrant community

guide more recent newcomers through the public school

system as part of the Translators of Cultures program. 

A grant from SFACF unrestricted COMMUNITY FUNDS

helped establish a Parent Hotline that provides immigrant

and refugee parents with a direct connection to school

counselors and interpreters who answer school-based

questions in seven languages. L-R: Translators of Cultures

members (standing) Lyudmila Lebed, Hanna Snizhko,

Irina Goubanova, Vagif Khalilov, Adane Redda, (seated)

Aida Brasnic, Yakov Danilko.

V

“They’re getting information from people they
trust, who have been through many of the same
experiences,” says Goubanova, a Russian immi-
grant and language arts teacher who also is a
licensed counselor. She credits the school district
with recognizing the need for programs such as
Translators, and for realizing that online tools
such as the district’s “ParentView” portal aren’t a
one-size-fits-all solution. “Even reading a school
calendar or checking in on their children’s
progress can be very difficult, since many of these
parents haven’t ever used a computer before,”
Goubanova says.

Like Redda, Translator Vagif Khalilov has several
school-age children. He understands the value of
education, having earned two college degrees in
Russia before coming to America three years ago.
He helps Russian and Turkish families adapt to
their new lives in Sioux Falls, but he admits that
even he was confused by the first report cards his
children brought home from English-speaking
schools. “I asked, ‘What are your grades?’ and they
showed me these silly letters that didn’t mean 
anything to me,’ ” Khalilov says, speaking through

interpreter Goubanova. “Back home, we use
numbers. Five is the best and one is what
you call an ‘F’.”

Translators connects students, parents, and
the school community by bringing together
people who care about the same things,
according to volunteer Hanna Snizhko.
Seven of her eight children go to local
schools, and the former Ukrainian nurse is
studying new subjects herself at Kilian
Community College. Her countrywoman
Lyudmila Lebed invites families from her
church and her neighborhood to be part of
Translators. Student leaders are part of that
mix as the program expands, identifying
youth who can reach out to their peers.

“Our program is not a huge one,”
Goubanova says. “It’s still very grassroots,
but coming from within the immigrant 
and refugee communities, we know we 
are making a difference.”

Workers at The Banquet expect the lines to be
longer than usual this winter at the downtown 
ministry. People who barely were getting by a few
months ago now must balance rising fuel costs
with even greater economic uncertainties.

But this year, snow clouds come with a silver lining —
a $100,000 challenge grant from philanthropists
who believe that no one in our community should
go hungry.

Soon after hearing about plans for an SFACF
endowment for The Banquet, an anonymous donor
family decided to share their blessings with others
and to thank Carolyn Downs for her 20 years of
leadership at the food ministry. 

Their proposal? If The Banquet can raise $300,000
in designated gifts for THE BANQUET ENDOWMENT by
Jan. 2, 2009, the donors will contribute another
$100,000 to the permanent fund at SFACF!

The initial spark for the endowment and its kick-off
event came from Sioux Falls Noon Sertoma Club,
which has sponsored and served at the Banquet 
for the past 23 years. Members, inspired by Downs’
leadership, hit upon the idea of organizing a 
retirement party with the proceeds directed to 
THE BANQUET ENDOWMENT. 

Downs’ friends were happy to join in the fun, treating her to 
a good-natured ribbing as they shared stories and anecdotes
about Downs with the dinner audience. In the end, Sertomans
raised $113,000 toward The Banquet challenge. 

With the year coming to a close and the challenge grant 
deadline approaching, fundraising is in full swing. 

Reaching the goal means additional security for the food 
ministry, which has an annual budget of more than a half-
million dollars and has seen operating expenses increase 
10 to 15 percent each year. That budget must cover the cost 
of non-donated food, staff salaries, and volunteer training 
as well as utilities and special initiatives that have grown into
community mainstays. 

Fundraisers believe that area donors will rise to the challenge
and push contributions to the success mark. “With this support
for the endowment, The Banquet will be able to continue its
important ministry well into the future,” says Executive
Director Tamera Jerke-Liesinger. 

Use the form on page 6 to make your gift to THE BANQUET

ENDOWMENT. To qualify for the $100,000 challenge grant,
remember to send your contribution prior to the Jan. 2 deadline.

n anonymous donor family is offering a

$100,000 challenge grant through Jan. 2,

2009, to help build The Banquet’s endow-

ment at SFACF. The match is the family’s

way of thanking Carolyn Downs for her 20

years leading the food ministry. When

Downs retired earlier this year, the local

Noon Sertoma Club hosted a dinner and

good-natured “celebrity roast” in her honor

to jump-start THE BANQUET ENDOWMENT.

L-R: Retirement dinner emcee Vernon

Brown and Carolyn Downs.

A record-breaking crowd helped celebrate good works in our area during the annual donor reception at 
C.J. Callaway’s. The October event highlighted some of the year’s most innovative SFACF projects and con-
gratulated Steve and Allison Garry on being named Friends of the Foundation. Two of the Garrys’ four sons
were able to attend, recognizing their parents for putting community second only to family. L-R: Sara with
husband Nick Garry, Allison and Steve Garry, and Mark Garry.

A
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July 2008 — September 2008

29-90 Sportsman’s Club Endowment
Bob Baker
Jan Nicolay
Reid Rasmussen
Pam Rieck

In Honor of Joshua Garner
Larry and Kathie Garner

In Memory of Charles Middlen
Terry and Carla Middlen

In Memory of Gary Palmer
In Memory of Harvey Rokusek
In Memory of Richard Andrew Wieme

Charles and Charlene Rokusek

Alcester Scholarship Funds
Alcester Scholarship Fund - Delmer Scott Award
Alcester Scholarship Fund - Mary Scott Award

In Memory of Marie Wiberg
James, Kathleen, and Susan Scott

JoAnn and Steven Anderson Family Fund
Steve and JoAnn Anderson

The Arboretum Society Fund
Tom and Rose Costello
Candy Hanson and Mike Crane
Judy Jasper
Keith Perkins III
Fred and Mary Stahmann Family Fund
Karl and Margaret Ann Wegner
Woods, Fuller, Shultz & Smith P.C.

Charles and Carol Austin Family Charitable Fund
Charles and Carol Austin Family Endowment

Chuck and Carol Austin

The AXA Advisors Sioux Empire Scholarship
Jay Bentz
Jay Bentz through the AXA Foundation –

Matching Gift Program
Bruce Mogen
Bruce Mogen through the AXA Foundation –

Matching Gift Program
Kim Willers
Kim Willers through the AXA Foundation –

Matching Gift Program

The Banquet Endowment
Loren and Mavis Amundson
Lawrence and Carol Anderson
John Anthony
Debra Berg
Books Are Fun, LTD.
Donald and Joyce Buldhaupt
Bob Caselli
Ronald and Kathleen Christensen
Joan and Philip Clark
Robert and Donna Deelstra
Jenny Denning
Ron and Carolyn Downs
First Evangelical Lutheran Church - 

Worthington
First Financial Bank
David and Patricia Garcia
Beau Garner
Mary and Stanley Garry
Edgar Goehring
Rick and Linda Greb
Linda and Robert Hartmann
Alvina Harvey
John Hillgren
Darin and Ann Johnson
Johnstone Supply
John Jones
K & J Trucking
Ralph Koch
Harry and Phyl Krueger
Jessica Link
Lloyd Companies
Leonard Martinek
Steven and Kaye Myers
Barton and Jessica Needles
John and Denita Pesicka
Anne and Ralph Pierce
Monica Pruys
John and Jeanne Ranek
The Real Estate Company
Adeline Roland
Boyd Steensland
Shirley Stenseth
Lloyd and Dorothy Stivers
Michael and Susan Thompson
Russell and Amanda Tieszen
Cassie Twitchell
John Unruh
Wells Fargo

In Memory of Kenneth Jerke
The Board and Staff of the Sioux Falls 

Area Community Foundation

Battleship South Dakota Memorial 
Foundation Endowment

Francis Freely
Carroll Lunsford
J. Robert MacDonald
Nichola P. Russo
USS Cone Association
David and Betty Witte

In Memory of Chief Shipfitter Charles H. Taillie
Sallie Arning

Jeremy Baum “Hope” Scholarship
Mark Derwent, Kimberly Scott, Mary 

and Hannah Derwent
Jasmine Rave

Gloria Rae Beck Scholarship
Thomas and Kirsten Beck

Brandon Community Foundation Funds
Brandon Community Foundation

Kevin, Sandy, Carter, Courtney, 
and Caleb Klatt

Dean and Kathy Koehn Family
Pizza Ranch of Brandon

In Memory of Tilford Iverson
Gene and Diane Johnson

Shon Trimble Memorial Scholarship
Karen Trimble

Landon Wulf BVHS Scholarship
In Honor of Paul Peterson’s Birthday
In Memory of Roland Messner
In Memory of Verna Mae Moser

Arnie, Myra, Monica, and Tanya Wulf

Kendall and Freeda Burns Family 
Medical Research Trust

Howard Burns
United Way of the Bay Area

Bill and Lynne Byrne Charitable Fund
Bill and Lynne Byrne

John “Jack” Carmody, Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

In Memory of John “Jack” Carmody, Jr.
Thomas and Patricia Adam
Orrin and Karen Anderson
Sue Loge Anderson
James and Sheila Arlt
Shirley Ashworth
Dick Auld
Bob and Linda Baker
Robert and Nan Baker
Tamara U. Baker
William S. and Martha Baker
Donald and Kate Barnes
Rory and Karn Barth
Benchmark Foam Inc.
Larry and Anita Bierman
Bierschbach Equipment & Supply
Don and Leona Bierschbach
Gary Bills
Thomas and Terri Bills
Gregory and Margaret Blomberg
Don and Helen Boen
Timothy and Lori Boldt
John and Jule Boskey
Shellie Boskey
Al and Terri Bowden
Esther Bowden
Brandt Solomon & Anderson, LLP
Lee Brandt
Jeff and Amy Brecht
Steve and Jean Brockmueller
Douglas and Suzanne Brost
Charles and Sandra Brown
Dick and Sue Brown
Jim and Eloa Bruns
Mike and Mary Brzica
Rupert and Marilyn Brzica
Dean and Marty Buckneberg
Dan and Jan Buda
Mary Burnette
Henry and Eleanor Carlson
Chris and Sheri Champ
Charles and Neva Christensen
Joel and Linda Christensen
George and Kate Christopulos
Jim and DeAnn Clark
Phyllis Clark
Keel and Patty Coddington
Pat and Denise Colbert
Laura Coome
Dick and DeAnn Corcoran
Jeffrey Cullison and Shirley Quaintance
Rich and Sharon Cutler
Margaret Dalthorp
Phil and Judy Davis
Warren and Phyllis Day
Don and Sharon DeHaan
Caroline Deinema
Monte and Teresa Dodson
Kevin and Karen Doyle
Todd Doyle
Mary Dressing
Daryl and Dianne Drew – 

Architectural Roofing & Sheetmetal, Inc.
Jeff and Hattie Edman
David and Jennifer Edwards
Steve and Kris Egger
Bruce and Laurie Eide
Curtis Eide and Kathleen Kirby Eide
Vern and Mary Eide

EideBailly, LLP
Electronic Systems, Inc.
Jean Ellwein
Orin and Linda Ellwein
Enercept, Inc.
Lyle and Marleen Even
Family Dental Center
Larry and Joy Feige
Eileen Feimer
Mary Jane Fenn
Mike and Suzanne Ferrell
Timothy and Beth Feuchtenberger
James and Sandra Fink
Janice and Donald Fischer
Shelly Fossum
Rennae and Thomas Fuzzey
Gage Brothers Concrete Products, Inc.
Rich and Mary Garry
Robert and Shirley Garry
Steve and Allison Garry
Gordon Genglar
Arlon Gill and Vickie Loomer Gill
Gary and Donna Goldammer
Clarence and Dee Gorder
Donald and Linda Graham
Tom Graham and Linda Mickelson Graham
John and Lisa Griffin
Dexter and Jessica Gronseth
Doug and Anne Hajek
Lee and Jan Halstenson
Kathy Halvorsen
Candy Hanson and Mike Crane
Doris Hanson
Gloria Hanson
Jack and Laurie Hanson
Dale and Darlene Harris
John Harris and Lisa Palermo
James and Nini Hart
Mark and Sharon Hasvold
Paul and Ronette Hegg
Peter and Marilyn Hegg
Richard Hopewell
Howalt-McDowell Insurance, Inc.
Howe Heating & Plumbing, Inc.
Mike and Bunny Howes
Kenneth and Wendy Hoyne
Scott Huber
Roberta Hunt and Timothy M. Heaney

through the T. Rowe Price Program for
Charitable Giving

Mark and Kriss Ibis
Ty Inglis
Barb Iverson
Garry and Dianne Jacobson
James and JoNell Jarding
Kevin Jensen
Dave and Carol Johnson
Gene and Cynthia Jones
Paul and Julie Jordahl
Glenn and Phyllis Jorgenson
Jim and Rita Keckler
Richard and Rhonda Kemmis
Greg and Judy Kendall
Dan and Arlene Kirby
James and Pamela Kirby
Kevin and Peggy Kirby
Richard and Anita Klune
Vernon and Linda Koerselman
Steven Kraushaar
Art and Beverly Kriens
Kevin and Mary Kroeze
Andrea Kuehn and Leo DeVaney
Marianne Larsen
Sarah Richardson Larson and Jeff Larson
Joyce Lauer
Alan and Pam Leaders
Diana Lee
Greg Leonard and Patricia Hawkins Leonard
Richard and Harlene Lewin
Bill and Lorrae Lindquist
Brenda and Steven Lorenz
Joseph Luecke and Barbara Day
Michael, Jeanne, and Alex MacLean
Dean and Collette Madison
Michael and Karen Mahan
Dean and Dorothy Mann
Jerry and Berniece Mayer
Nancy McCahren
Bob and Linda McDowell
Tom and Susan McDowell
William and Carol McGreevy
Jeff and Betsy McIntyre
Robert and Glennys Meerdink
Janice Menholt
Jim and Lavon Meyers
John and Linda Meyers
Julie Meyers and Nicole Detrick
Jerry and Christine Moench
Jim and John Monick, Monick Pipe 

& Supply, Inc.
Mary Montoya
Melissa and Jack Moulton
Ted and Karen Muenster
Jeff, Mary Jo, Brian, Jon, and Scott Murray
Mustang Seeds
Myrl & Roy’s Paving Inc.
Douglas and Nina Neal
Debra Nelson
Kristi Niechwiadowicz

Nancy Niess
Joann Oberlander
Kristi Oskar
G.R. and Martha Pasco
John and Trudy Peckham
Pete and Mado Pederson
Ione Perkins
Keith Perkins III
Robert and Lori Perkins
Shirley Perkins
William and Debra Perkins
Douglas and Louise Peterson
Paul and Lyndy Peterson
Bob and Jan Pfeifer
Jim and Pamela Pfeifer
Jan Pierson
Harland and Harriet Pietz
Bill and Barb Pitts, C & P Enterprises
Richard and Marlys Porter
Robert and Barbara Preloger
Pride Neon, Inc.
Dieter and Betty Proehl
Richard and Marlene Pruitt
Tom and Connie Pruner
Judith Radermacher
Sandra Radin
Drew and Tina Reaves
Sally Rentschler
Larry Ritz
Daniel Roach
Dan and Dee Robar
Billee Robinson
Duff Robinson and Deborah Lee 

Howe-Robinson
Nancy and Jamie Robson
Ronning Companies
Michael and Judith Rost
Le Roy and Barbara Sampson
Steve and Kathy Sanford
Steve and Sarah Sarbacker
James Schaeffer and Penny Parker Schaeffer
Jeff and Katie Scherschligt
Les and Arlette Scherschligt
Paul and Koni Schiller
Ann Schiltz – Griffin Investments
Terry and Brenda Schmidt
Al and Jan Schmuck
Terry and Mary Schneekloth
Al Schoeneman
Charlotte and Roland Schwab
Pam and Ed Sessler
Keith and Becky Severson
Gary and Deborah Sieverding
The Board and Staff of the Sioux Falls 

Area Community Foundation
Dennis and Linda Slack
Fred and Joyce Smits
Barry and Carol Solomon
John Sommerville and Joann O’Leary
David and Pamella Sonnichsen
Dale Souhrada
South Dakota CPA Society
South Dakota Trust Company, LLC
Paul and Jilayne Sova
Stan Houston Equipment Co., Inc
Gary and Myrna Stanley
Steve and Pat Stein
Dave and Tonya Stende
Dennis and Glenda Stene
Reneece and Jeffrey Strand
Sid and Diane Strange
Sturdevant’s Auto Parts
Bob and Lori Sutton
Kevin and Wendy Swedean
Brad and Konni Swenson
Mark and Karin Swenson
Curtis and Laurel Talley
Tessier’s, Inc.
The First National Bank in Sioux Falls
Theodore and Cynthia Thie
Dennis Thum and Ellen Hohm Thum
The Honorable John and Kimberley Thune
David and Mary Tidwell
Jerry and Marie Topp
Bill and Teresa Townsend
Candace and John Ulmer
Rod and Erma Unruh
Virgil and Carolyn Vail
Richard and Michelle Van Demark
Grant and Lisa Vande Kamp
Dick and Marilynn Viehweg
Phil and Donna Von Fischer
Shane and Jayna Voss
Robert and Beth Vroman
Susan Walker
Cindy Walsh
Darlene Walters
Molly Walters
Steve Washenberger
Bruce and Marianne Watt
Helen Wegner
Karl and Margaret Ann Wegner
Tom and Kristi Weisbecker
Randy and Suzanne Welter
John and Bridget Wenande
Richard and Lawana Westhoff
Lois Williams
Douglas and Carol Willoughby
Harold and June Wilson

GIFTS
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July 2008 — September 2008GIFTS
Elizabeth and Jay Wood 
Arnie and Myra Wulf
Tom and Gwen Yseth
Joe and Kristen Zueger

Michael Stephen Carmody Scholarship
Mary Carpenter

In Memory of Michael Stephen Carmody
Paul, Jean, and Adam Colon
Barbara Harris
Arnie, Myra, Monica, and Tanya  Wulf

Children’s Home Society Endowment
Charline Smith

Reid and Ruth Christopherson 
Family Endowment

Reid and Ruth Christopherson

Citibank (South Dakota), N.A. Funds
Citi/Principal Loyle Larson Education 
Success Fund

Citi
The Citibank Employee Crisis Fund

Books Are Fun, LTD.

Mike Crane and Candy Hanson Charitable Fund
Candy Hanson

Jim and Pat Croston Family Scholarship
Kevin and Kathryn Croston

DakotAbilities Endowment
In Memory of Reva Finch
In Memory of Gerald “Bud” Nace

Jim and Betty Merges
In Memory of Edward Oines
In Memory of Alfred Reinke

Arlene, Linda, and Darwin Hoeck
Selma Rich

Don and Cara Lee Davis Fund
Don and Cara Lee Davis

Jim Deinema Canton Community Foundation
In Memory of Delores “Lorie” Dykstra

Richard and Connie Bogue
Caroline Deinema

In Memory of Anabel Larson
Richard and Connie Bogue
Mike and Lois Broderick

Dell Rapids Community Fund
Ardith O. Forbes
Modern Woodmen of America
Jay and Sally Nebben
Clair and Diann Wuebben

In Memory of Reva Arnold
Ginger and Greg Smith

In Memory of Richard Dunn
Dick and Sue Brown

In Memory of Leslie Miles
In Memory of Virgil VanHolland

Wes and Maureen Van Daalen
In Memory of Esther Mousel

Anonymous
In Memory of Ron Randall

Candy Hanson and Mike Crane
Ginger and Greg Smith
Wes and Maureen Van Daalen

Dell Rapids Trailway Fund
Jeff and Tammie Broin
Barbara Hoff
Jeff and Edna Husman
Bette and Dan Huss
The Jabberwock Employees
National Park Service – Challenge Cost 

Share Program
Lee and Lisa Saude

In Memory of Gloria Beck
Ron Beck

In Memory of Alvin Lyng
Bette and Dan Huss
Richard and Virginia Mergen

In Memory of Joseph Marsh
Bette and Dan Huss

Jay and Dorothy Egge Family Fund
Dorothy Egge

Fool Soldier Scholarship Fund
Joyce Anderson
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe
Karen Chicoine
Nancy Craig
Avis Freitag
Larry Granger
Klein Foundation, Inc.
Thomas Maltman
Media Resource Center
Patricia Mees
Bob Meinhard
Original Enterprises Ken Martens
Jodi Peterson
Marlin Peterson
Christy Surprenant Riley
Danialle Rose
Connie Shaven

Neil Simonson
Upper Sioux Agency State Park
Gary Wedeking
Jeffrey and Candace Williamson
Lisa Zacher

Verne and Ardith Forbes Scholarship
Endowment

Ardith O. Forbes

Larry and Suzanne Fuller Family Endowment
Larry and Suzanne Fuller

Girl Scouts – Dakota Horizons Council Funds
Minn-Ia-Kota Girl Scouts Endowment

Sonia and Randy Bury
Lyle Peters
Shelley Stingley

Going Home Special Project Fund
Bill and Lyla Flohrs
O’Gorman High School Class of 1996
Paul and Lyndy Peterson

In Memory of Staff Sergeant Robb Rolfing
Alvin and Sandra Baer
Jim, Susan, Erik, and Ryan Bies
Proceeds from George-Little Rock 

Middle School Fundraiser

Great Bear Ski and Recreation Area Fund
Children’s Dental Center

Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Sioux Falls Endowment

In Memory of Ed Clinton
Candy Hanson and Mike Crane

Hartford Area Community Foundation
Anonymous
Donations from Hartford Jamboree

Sunday Church Service of the United
Methodist, Central Valley Community
Church, and the Cowboy Way Church

Mark and Amanda Drymalski
Justin Eich, Eich’s Collision Center 

and Repairs
Eich Law Office
Electric Supply Co.
Marie Froehlich
M. Jim Griggs
GS Developers, LLC/West Oak Estates
GS III Properties, LLC
Jay and Cheryl Jira
Ronald L. Johnson Trust
Troy and Deana Larson
Robert Lutter, Hartford’s Best Paint 

and Body
Gail Olson-Duck
Gail Olson-Duck through Reliabank Dakota-

Hartford Matching Gift Program
Pizza Ranch of Hartford
Becky and Steve Pressler
Becky Pressler through Reliabank Dakota-

Hartford Matching Gift Program
John and Mary Ann Roers
John Roers through Reliabank Dakota -

Hartford Matching Gift Program
Melvin and Aldora Schoffelman
Tom and Donna Smithback
David and Rachel Stearns
Leroy and Rose Stumpe, Circle J Farms, Inc.
Sunshine Foods of Hartford
Milford Tammen, Tammen Oil
Travis Electric, Inc.
West Central Parent Teacher Organization

In Memory of Grant Prunty
Dan and Cheryl Prunty

In Memory of Chuck Siemonsma
John and Sheryl Mallinger

Heartland House/Inter-Lakes Community
Action Inc. Endowment

In Memory of Fran Stewart
The Board and Staff of the Sioux Falls 

Area Community Foundation

Charles J. and Patsy L. Hey Family Fund
Charles and Patsy Hey

Shirley Hillstrom Charitable Fund
Shirley Hillstrom

Howard and Eunice Hovland Insurance Fund
Howard and Eunice Hovland

Howalt-McDowell SDAHO Scholarship
Endowment

In Honor of Jeff Scherschligt
Candy Hanson

Humane Society Funds
Irene Ann Reiter Family Humane 
Society Endowment

Hidden Valley Golf Course
The Reiter Children

Jacquie’s Fund
Kevin and Robin Baum

James and Megan Jarding Family
Endowment

Jim and Megan Jarding

Junior League of Sioux Falls Memorial 
and Tribute Scholarship

Junior League of Sioux Falls, Inc.
In Memory of Adam Peterson
In Memory of Evelyn Veenis

Dawn Stenberg

Mr. Kealey’s Opus
In Memory of Merle Pflueger

Anita Kealey and John Brannian

Laura Davis Keppen Family Fund
Laura Davis Keppen

Joe and Jennifer Kirby Unrestricted Fund
Joe and Jennifer Kirby

Kevin and Peggy Kirby Family 
Restricted Fund

Kevin and Peggy Kirby

Kiwanis Clubs of Sioux Falls 
Scholarship Fund

In Memory of Phillip Snobeck
Kiwanis Club – South Sioux

Gil and Dorothy Koepsell 
Family Endowment

Gil and Dorothy Koepsell

Lennox Area Community Fund
City of Lennox, Benefactor
Harry and Shirley Meyer

In Memory of Dennis Poppens
Alan and Gloria Rops

In Memory of Evelyn Ingalls
Don Bechtel Family
Frank and Delores Deville Family
Ava Forsmoe
Vyonne Glaze Family
Talitha Skaff Family
Lola Steever Family
Mavis Steever
Shirley Van Raam Family

In Memory of Clara Merritt
Virgil and Ardys Fodness

In Memory of Leo Peterson
Lennox Class of 1943

Lions Club – Wayne Wiseman Memorial
Youth Fund

Schock Foundation

The Lost Boys Education Fund
Casa Del Rey
Proceeds from Casa Del Rey Fundraiser

Luke’s Gift Endowment
Rick and Sonja Gourley

Lindsey Ann Masterson Memorial
Scholarship

In memory of Lindsey Ann Masterson
Darrell and Treacy Van De Wynkel

Vaughn and JoAnn Meyer Charitable Fund
Vaughn and JoAnn Meyer

Minnehaha County Historical 
Society Endowment

Don and Cara Lee Davis

Arthur O. Moe Fund
Estate of Arthur O. Moe

Mothers’ Healing Garden Endowment
Dell Rapids FCCLA Chapter

In Honor of Almeda Hullinger
Mark Derwent, Kimberly Scott, Mary 

and Hannah Derwent

Stephen R. and Mary Lynn Myers 
Special Purpose Fund

Stephen and Mary Lynn Myers

Robert and Dr. Judy Nissen Scholarship
Judy Nissen

Andy and Sara Patterson Family 
Charitable Fund

Sara and Andy Patterson

Hymen and Nila Pitts Charitable Fund
Estate of Nila I. Pitts

John and Eileen Quello Charitable Fund
John and Eileen Quello

Larry and Beryl Ritz Fund
Larry Ritz

Sanford Clinic Community Service
Committee Charitable Fund

Sanford Clinic Community 
Service Committee

Sanford Clinic – Family Medicine 69th 
& Minnesota and 49th & Oxbow 
Charitable Fund

Sanford Clinic – Family Medicine 69th &
Minnesota and 49th & Oxbow

Sanford Clinic - Luverne Charitable Fund
Sanford Clinic – Luverne

Sanford Clinic – Worthington 
Charitable Fund

Sanford Clinic – Worthington

Sanford – OB-GYN, Ltd. Charitable Fund
Sanford – OB-GYN, Ltd.

SC – Canton Family Physicians 
Charitable Fund

SC – Canton Family Physicians

SC – Gastroenterology Charity Fund
SC – Gastroenterology

SC – Heart Partners – Lloyd E. Solberg MD
PhD Charity Fund

Lloyd E. Solberg

Schoeneman Endowment
Al Schoeneman

John and Mary Simko Family Endowment
John and Mary Simko

Singing Boys Funds
Singing Boys Endowment Fund

In Memory of Joseph Burcham
Lois Harchanko
Rev. Warren Shoberg

In Memory of Gene Hanson
The Board of the Singing Boys

In Memory of Edward Oines
Lois Harchanko

In Memory of Merle Pflueger
In Memory of Betty Rosin

Rev. Warren Shoberg
Landon Wulf Singing Boys Endowment

In Honor of Sue Brown’s Induction into
the South Dakota Hall of Fame
In Honor of the Marriage of Linda Green
and Brit Ball
In Memory of Roland Messner
In Memory of Verna Mae Moser
In Memory of Clifford Van Wyhe

Arnie, Myra, Monica, and Tanya  Wulf

Sioux Empire United Way Endowment
In Memory of Martha “Evelyn” Calligan

Bill and Ruth Barlow

Sioux Falls Area Community 
Foundation Funds
Unrestricted Community Endowment

Gene and Joan Loos
Bill Rush, Proceeds from Golf Tournament

In Memory of Ann Balt
In Memory of Max Benson
In Memory of Marilyn (Cole ) Carlson
In Memory of Jacky Neuharth
In Memory of Ed Speier
In Memory of Lyman Winge

The Board and Staff of the Sioux Falls
Area Community Foundation

In Memory of John “Jack” Carmody, Jr.
Tom and Patti Ralph

Youth Advisory Council (YAC) Fund
Sadie Dardis-Knudtson

Youth Endowment Fund
Citi

Sioux Falls Jazz and Blues Society
Endowment

Loren and Mavis Amundson
Catherine Campbell
Henry Travers

Sioux Falls Public Schools 
Education Foundation

Architecture Incorporated
The Honorable Deana Barth
The Honorable Darin Daby
Dacotah Bank
Davenport, Evans, Hurwitz & Smith, LLP
Ron and Carolyn Downs
First PREMIER Bank and 

PREMIER Bankcard
The Honorable Debbie Hoffman
Koch Hazard Architects
KSFY - TV
The Honorable Doug Morrison
Raven Industries
Sanford Health
Showplace Wood Products, Inc.
Sioux Falls Area Hy-Vees Helpful 

Smile Fundraiser
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How to Give
Contributions to Funds in the Community Foundation

Yes, I’d like to make a gift to my community through the Sioux Falls Area Community Foundation.

My gift is enclosed. Please contribute it to this SFACF fund —

❏ THE BANQUET ENDOWMENT CHALLENGE

❏ THE ARBORETUM SOCIETY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

❏ YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL (YAC) FUND

This gift is made in honor of: 

_______________________________________

Please send a gift card to: __________________________________________________
Name

__________________________________________________
Address

____________________________________________________
City, State, Zip

❏ Name of another SFACF Fund 

_____________________________________________

This gift is a memorial to: 

_________________________________________________

SFACF COMMUNITY FUND
$3,000 and up
Dec. 12
Feb. 20
April 24

$3,000 or less
Accepted at any time

APPLICATIONS FOR:

Youth Advisory Council
Available: Nov. 21
Due: Jan. 5

Print copies of SFACF’s grant
application at www.sfacf.org

SFACF Grant
Application
DUE DATES

The First National Bank in Sioux Falls
U.S. Bank, N.A.
Woods, Fuller, Shultz & Smith P.C.

In Memory of Roy Eckhoff
Pam and Tim Homan

Sioux Falls Area Retired Teachers Scholarship
In Memory of Joseph Burcham

Mel and Mardella Anderson
Jessie Bunjer
Mike and Linda Carmody
Roger and Mavis Christensen
Mary Ann Clark
Betty Dobson
John and Dolores Gauer
Beverly Gunderson
Mary Ann Hofer
Mary Ann Hohman
Kenneth and Laurice Iseminger
Dawn and Marvin Jensen
Joanna Keuser
Bill and Cal Klein
Marlene and Gene Linton
Morrie and Edith Magnuson
Irene Mehlhaff
Gloria Norton
Alma Reinecke
Jean Rudd
Sioux Falls Area Retired 

Teachers Association
Judy Stallinga
Judy Stransky
Alice and Guy Sylliaasen
Dianna and Dave Tyler

In Memory of Erwin Cleven
Howard and Eunice Hovland
Leland and Marilyn Hult
Sioux Falls Area Retired 

Teachers Association
In Memory of Betty Rosin

Vicky Burcham
Sioux Falls Area Retired 

Teachers Association
In Memory of Donna Selnes

Howard and Eunice Hovland
In Memory of Maizie Solem

Mary Ann Hofer
Kenneth and Laurice Iseminger
Ron and Carol Leitheiser
Sioux Falls Area Retired 

Teachers Association

Sioux Falls Woman’s Alliance Fund
In Memory of Ferne Halley

Candy Hanson and Mike Crane
In Memory of Dennis Plooster

Le Roy and Barbara Sampson
In Memory of Maizie Solem

Candy Hanson

Sioux Valley Genealogical Society Endowment
In Memory of Ron Randall

Loren and Mavis Amundson
John Kittelson through New York 

Life Insurance – PAC Matching Gift Program

South Dakota High School Honor 
Choir Endowment

Anonymous
Jennifer Hartmann
Mark and Kathryn Sundvold
Gary and Gena Timmerman
Dorothy and Bill Vanneman

In Honor of Kim Brenden
In Honor of Rogene Brown

Clarice Voigt
In Honor of Judy Connor
In Honor of Judy Little
In Memory of Joseph Burcham
In Memory of John Schaefle
In Memory of Maizie Solem

Dione Peterson
In Honor of the Founders of South Dakota
Honors Choir

Ken and Maggi Aspaas
In Honor of Stacy Gross

Mark and Janelle Hoven
In Honor of Andriana Lehr

Margaret Lehr
In Honor of Scott and John Meyer

David and Patricia Meyer
In Honor of Arlys and Alan Stanga

Mark and Janelle Hoven
In Memory of Richard Braithwaite
In Memory of Frances Marie Stewart

Alan and Arlys Stanga
In Memory of Keith “Larry” Torkelson

Collin and Lora Moriarty
In Memory of Lowell Voigt

Kim Brenden
Clarice Voigt

South Dakota Symphony Orchestra Funds
South Dakota Symphony 
Orchestra Endowment

In Memory of Constance Kundert McDowell
Sam and Norma Assam

In Memory of Merle Pflueger
The Board and Staff of the Sioux Falls 

Area Community Foundation
South Dakota Symphony Orchestra 
League Endowment

South Dakota Symphony Orchestra League
In Memory of Marie Eide

South Dakota Symphony Orchestra League
In Memory of John Schaefle

Mary and Steven Truckenmiller

South Dakota Tennis Hall of Fame 
Endowment

Donald and Kate Barnes
James Breit
Dorothy Donohue
Traci Hylland
Matthew Johnson
Gerald and Sharon Kost
Terry Nielsen
Joachim Paladino and Marsha 

Hohm-Paladino
Bill and Teresa Townsend

In Honor of the Induction of James 
“Skip” Spensley

Dan and Arlene Kirby

Southeast Technical Institute 
Foundation Endowment

Southeast Technical Institute Foundation

Southeastern District Dental Society
Benevolent Endowment

Southeastern District Dental Society

Special Olympics South Dakota Fund
In Memory of Hugh Barnett

Rita Barnett
In Memory of Mrs. Kelly Hansen

Susan Mathison
In Memory of Rose Marie Johnson

Calvin and Verle Augustine
Betty and LeRoy Dobberstein
Donald and Doneen Grimm
Wayne and Nancy Johnson

In Memory of Carl Miller
Carol Husby

In Memory of Bobby Peterson
Suzy Gehring

In Memory of Stacy Vos
Robert and Pam Berg
Alfred and Deanna Rude
Brad and Kay Ruden

Dave and Shirley Stenseth Fund
Dave and Shirley Stenseth

Tea Area Community Fund
Xcel Energy

Trent Area Scholarship Fund
In Memory of Violet Kramer

Wes and Maureen Van Daalen
In Memory of Luetta Qualseth

Mike and Lois Lacey
In Memory of Orville Waxdahl

Stuart and Jeanne Benson

Veteran’s Memorial Park Flagpole Project
Associated General Contractors of 

South Dakota, Inc.
Climate Systems, Inc.
Gil Haugan Construction Co.
Wal-Mart West #1535

Washington Pavilion of Arts and 
Science Funds
Knudson Pavilion Open Door Fund

Dave and De Knudson
Connie and Mick McDowell Family 
Matinee Series Endowment

In Memory of Constance Kundert McDowell
Paul, Jean, and Adam Colon
Greg and Patricia Leonard

Pavilion Art Acquisition Fund
Paul and Koni Schiller

Karl and Margaret Ann Wegner Fund
The Karl Wegner Family
Karl and Margaret Ann Wegner

Mary Jo Wegner Sioux Falls Arboretum Fund
Loren and Mavis Amundson

Westward Ho Country Club Honor 
Golf Scholarship

Vern Eide Motorcars, Inc.

YMCA Funds
Sioux Falls YMCA Endowment

In Memory of Vernon Noordsy
Many Friends and Family Members

Ivan H. Howes YMCA Camp 
Scholarship Fund

Mike and Bunny Howes

We extend our deepest sympathy
to the friends and family of 

MARION GROVE
A Community Builder

ADELINE OSMANN
Who during her lifetime 

established the OSMANN FAMILY

NATIVE AMERICAN SCHOLARSHIP

with her husband, Allan

DR. MERLE PFLUEGER
Who arranged a bequest 

creating the MERLE

PFLUEGER ENDOWMENT

MARY SOMMERVOLD
Who during her lifetime 

created the ARLO AND

MARY SOMMERVOLD STRING

QUARTET ENDOWMENT

with her husband

FRAN STEWART
Who during her lifetime 
founded the DAVID AND

FRAN STEWART FAMILY FUND

with her husband

— IN MEMORY —

July 2008 — September 2008GIFTS

Make your tax-deductible check payable to Sioux Falls Area Community Foundation, 300 N. Phillips Avenue, #102,
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 57104-6035. Alternately, phone (605) 336-7055, ext. 13 to make a gift by credit card.
Note: SFACF is charged a 4.75% fee for credit card transactions.



SFACF GRANT CONNECTS ADULTS WITH
DISABILITIES TO A WIDER COMMUNITY

SUMMER SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
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ALCESTER SCHOLARSHIP FUND
HARRY LEE SCHOLARSHIP
Carl Serck
ANNA AND PAUL LIND 
SCHOLARSHIP
Tosha Inhofer
DELMER SCOTT AWARD
MARY SCOTT AWARD
LOUIS H. SHORAGA 
SCHOLARSHIP
Curtis Nielsen

ANDY AWARD
Katie Gleich

AMY ERICKSON 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Dawn Schreifels

FOOL SOLDIER 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Kella Deal
Bonnie L. LeBeau

GREAT GRANTS FROM
COMMUNITY FUNDS

CENTER OF HOPE, $2,730
Expands services offered to parolees, ranging from needs assess-
ment and referrals to physical and mental health evaluations.

CITY OF SIOUX FALLS, $699,890
Develops the Elmen Park Trailhead, which runs along the
Sioux River, north of 12th Street with access to the Big Sioux
River Greenway bike trail system. This grant was made 
possible by the James and Eloise Elmen Family Foundation
and the Robert and Rita Elmen Family Foundation. 

DAKOTA SKY INTERNATIONAL PIANO FESTIVAL, $1,000
Provides opportunities for audiences to experience live, 
classical music and for pianists to improve skills through 
master classes led by prize-winning musicians. 

FAMILY CONNECTION, $6,000
Provides therapeutic support groups for children in grades 
K-8 who have a parent or close family member in prison.
Students discuss topics such as self-esteem, decision-making,
conflict resolution, and how to express emotions. 

FAMILY VISITATION CENTER, $624
Purchases alcohol-testing equipment and supplies to 
help ensure a safe environment for children who visit 
noncustodial adults.

GLORY HOUSE, $1,000
Improves staff capacity for working with Native Americans by
using culturally appropriate concepts designed to foster trust,
autonomy, and other feelings that promote healthy growth. 

JOE FOSS ALTERNATIVE HIGH SCHOOL, $2,000
Sponsors “Second Chances,” an original musical based on Joe
Foss students’ life experiences and produced in partnership
with the University of Sioux Falls Communication Studies and
Theatre Department.

LIL’ DREAMERS LEARNING CENTER, $924
Purchases updated playground equipment for Garretson’s 
sole daycare center and provider of before- and after-school
programs.

SANFORD HEALTH, $9,000
Brings the rejuvenating power of the arts to patients and staff
at Sanford Cancer Center through Journey in the Healing of
Arts, a program of workshops led by local artists to enhance
cancer treatment experiences.

SIOUX EMPIRE ARTS COUNCIL, $3,000
Fosters understanding among cultures through support of the
CommUnity Art Mosaic, an original tile work created by students
at all three Sioux Falls public high schools to illustrate the
diversity within our area. The work will be permanently 
displayed on the cement retaining wall near the River Ramp,
along East River Road at Ninth Street and Second Avenue in
downtown Sioux Falls. 

SIOUX EMPIRE UNITED WAY, $2,000
Provides swimsuits and pool passes for underserved youth 
in the Sioux Falls area. This grant was made possible by the 
Wal-Mart Foundation.

SIOUX FALLS SCHOOL DISTRICT, $12,300
Builds bridges between schools and families through
Translators of Cultures. Minority representatives with strong
leadership skills serve as advocates for students and families,
promoting education and cultural understanding to help
eliminate distrust, fears, and prejudices. (See story on page 3.)

SIOUX FALLS YOUTH HOCKEY ASSOCIATION, $800
Keeps youth ages 11 through 18 in the game with real-time
game and player statistics updates — a requirement of the
South Dakota State Amateur Hockey Association — with the
purchase of a laptop computer. 

SOUNDS OF SOUTH DAKOTA, INC., $999
Celebrates opera and music theatre performed by South
Dakota connected artists at “Vocal Showcase 2008”, the first
performance in the South Dakota Symphony Orchestra’s
Chamber Series. 

SOUTH DAKOTA ACHIEVE, $5,000
Builds self-worth and independence in individuals with 
disabilities through support of Achieve More with Martial Arts,
a program that encourages involvement in a community
activity. (See story at left.)

SOUTH DAKOTA VOICES FOR CHILDREN, $3,000
Underwrites a “Summit on Children in Poverty,” a gathering 
of policy leaders, child welfare service providers, and the 
concerned public, to identify cornerstones for an initiative 
to address child poverty in South Dakota. 

SOUTHEAST TECHNICAL INSTITUTE, $3,679
Enhances outdoor learning opportunities for children at the
Scarborough Center, Southeast Technical Institute’s on-site 
daycare center. 

THERAPEUTIC HEALING INSTITUTE, $2,500
Raises awareness of integrative medicine and how it works to
complement traditional medicine in helping cancer patients. 

VETERANS’ MEMORIAL PARK FLAGPOLE PROJECT, $1,000
Assists in the purchase of 21 telescoping flagpoles and U.S.
flags to be placed at the Park on national holidays. 

WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, $1,000
Supports Kidz Count, a safe, after-school program for children 
of low-income families. This grant was made possible by Citi.

YWCA OF SIOUX FALLS, $5,885
Helps the YWCA grow and expand its services by assisting
with the purchase of software used to cultivate and build 
relationships with donors. 

Donors to SFACF unrestricted COMMUNITY FUND

endowments make it possible for the Grants
Committee to make awards to a variety of 

organizations every two months. These grants were
made from July 2008 through September 2008.

Each year, SFACF honors more than 100 students with awards from more than 90
scholarship funds. Most students receive their awards in April, but a few winners
are selected during the summer. SFACF congratulates the winners of the following
awards, which were made between May and September 2008.

The hour Brian Culbert spends in his kimono
each week at Larry Hoover ATA Black Belt
Academy demands his full focus and 
discipline. Intent on mimicking his instructor’s
fluid movements, Culbert repeats the same
exercises again and again.

Culbert receives services from South Dakota
Achieve, a private, nonprofit organization that
provides a variety of support services to people
with developmental disabilities. The drills are
only a small part of what Culbert and his 
classmates have learned during their karate
lessons. “Everyone deserves a chance to show
their best,” Becky Sluiter says of the adults who
take part in the agency’s Achieve More with
Martial Arts program. “Your best and my 
best might be different, but it’s still giving it
everything we’ve got.”

Director of education opportunities for
Achieve, Sluiter worked with Hoover and his
staff to adapt the standard karate program for
people supported by Achieve. A $5,000 grant
from SFACF’s unrestricted COMMUNITY FUNDS

will help the year-old program continue in
2009 and allow twice as many adults with 
disabilities to participate.

Achieve More with Martial Arts owes its start 
to Royce Gailey, an instructor at the Academy,
and Dan Luke, a participant who works at
Achieve. Impressed by the determination of a
5-year-old student working out while wearing
a leg brace, the men imagined how a martial
arts program designed for people living with
disabilities could boost self-confidence, fitness,
and community relationships. 

Over the course of the 10-month program,
Academy staff runs weekly practices specifically
for people who receive services at Achieve.
Every seven weeks, participants take their skills
tests in front of a panel of judges and along with
adult students from Hoover’s other classes.

Testing together is an important part of the
program. “People supported at Achieve don’t
want to stand out as people with disabilities,”
Sluiter says. “They want to be treated like all
the other martial arts students and be known
for their hard work, skills, and commitment.”

HOPPS DOW SCHOLARSHIP
Jordan Holler
Austin Luecke

HOVLAND SCHOLARSHIP
Andrea Krogstad
Daniel Olson
Lisa Thvedt

ROBERT AND DR. JUDY 
NISSEN SCHOLARSHIP
Summer Gerry

DUANE ODLAND 
SCHOLARSHIP
Patrick McCann
Dennis VerHey

P & M STEEL – PROFILET
FAMILY ENGINEERING
SCHOLARSHIP
Brent Krohn
Andrew Wieting

JOE AND NORMA RAHM
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Nathan Dix
Mary Remily

SPIRIT OF SIOUX FALLS
SCHOLARSHIP
Matthew Adamsom
Alison Klinkhammer
Natasha Reeder
Ronna Ringen

grant from SFACF unrestricted COMMUNITY FUNDS is 

helping expand an innovative program for adults served at

South Dakota Achieve. The nonprofit’s Achieve More with

Martial Arts initiative builds self-confidence, physical fitness,

and social skills in adults with disabilities. Here, Brian Culbert

works through a karate skills-set test with help from Royce

Gailey, an instructor at Larry Hoover ATA Black Belt Academy.

A

Each has grown in his or her own way through 
the physically and mentally challenging program,
Sluiter says. Hoover’s approach teaches life lessons
along with martial arts, emphasizing the need for
students to respect themselves and others.

The program’s success is evident in comments
from first-year participants. “Sometimes I quit
things when it gets hard,” one student admits.
“But I don’t want to quit this. I feel good about
myself when I’m doing karate.”

With help from SFACF, adults with disabilities are
building confidence, taking on challenges, and
learning new skills. The pride they gain from
reaching their martial arts goals is sure to encourage
them to Achieve More in life as well. 

Print a copy of this newsletter at www.sfacf.org

Print a copy of this newsletter at www.sfacf.org



Helen Anderson’s heart overflowed with loyalty for the
people and places she loved. 

Born as World War I raged overseas, she cherished the
Sundays that her father took the family from church
services at Calvary Episcopal Cathedral to lunch at the
YMCA’s café. As a college co-ed in Vermillion, where
she graduated with a degree in business administration,
she kept a soft spot in her heart for the campus where
she met her first husband. And her time as a member
of Job’s Daughters and Daughters of the Nile endeared
her to the Shriners’ cause of caring for children in need
of medical care.

Anderson held tight to those memories throughout her
lifetime and let them guide her in creating a legacy
that will benefit her community for good, for ever. With
help from financial advisor John Quello, Anderson
funded several gift annuities at SFACF. The charitable
investments paid her a fixed income during her life
and, when she died in February 2008, created several
permanent funds that now help sustain the nonprofits
that sustained her.

Anderson’s church is one of several area groups she
provided for in her estate plans. Each August, the
HELEN M. ANDERSON CALVARY CATHEDRAL ENDOWMENT

will pay an annual distribution to the Cathedral. 
“She was a member of Calvary Cathedral for all of her
90 years,” recalls her brother, Walter Leyse. “She was
baptized there and never strayed from it.”

Anderson’s other endowments benefit the YMCA, the
Transportation Program at the El Riad Shrine, and 
the University of South Dakota. There, her gifts will
advance the work of the USD Alumni Association 
and support a scholarship for Sioux Falls graduates
pursuing a business degree.

The USD award also speaks to Anderson’s loves for
learning and young people. After she graduated in
1939, she returned home while college sweetheart 
Don Whitman fulfilled his ROTC commitment at Fort
Benning, Ga. Anderson worked as an office secretary 
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LOYAL HEART INSPIRES LASTING GIFTS

The Emergency Economic

Stabilization Act of 2008 breathed

new life into tax-free transfers from

Individual Retirement Accounts. 

In 2008 and 2009, traditional IRA

holders who are at least 701/2 years

old may make direct charitable 

contributions of up to $100,000 

per year from their IRAs to charity.

Married couples with separate

accounts are eligible to gift up to

$200,000 annually. 

An earlier version of the “IRA

Rollover” sunsetted last year.

Proponents immediately introduced

legislation to extend the act, but

Congress grappled over the provisions

for several months. In the end, the

“Rollover” was amended to the

Economic Stabilization Act. 

If you want to make a tax-free gift

from IRA holdings, please start by

contacting your tax attorney. You’ll

need to make sure that the option 

is a good one for you. 

Then give SFACF a ring. Your rollover

can be deposited tax free to hundreds

of local organization endowments,

field of interest or unrestricted funds,

and scholarships. Sorry, donor-

advised funds are not eligible for

tax-free transfers.

Problems? We’d like to make it right!
Change label and mail back to us.

❏ Misspelled name

❏ Remove from mailing list

❏ Other

IRA GIFTS EXTENDED
THROUGH 2009

Print a copy of this newsletter at www.sfacf.org

elen Anderson’s story took her overseas and across the

state, but she returned time and again to her hometown

Sioux Falls. Wanting to give back for all the community had

given her, she funded several SFACF gift annuities that now

benefit the charities that touched her life — Calvary

Episcopal Cathedral, the YMCA, the University of South

Dakota, and  the El Riad Shrine. Anderson is shown here 

in her 1935 high school graduation photo.

H

at her old high school and helped raise brother Walter,
16 years her junior, and a middle sibling, Ginger. 

Anderson and Whitman married in late August 1940,
and the newlyweds traveled to the Philippines, where
the groom served as a field artillery officer. Anderson
and other Army wives returned stateside in May 1941
under orders from the U.S. government. During the
hard voyage home, Anderson suffered a miscarriage.
The following June, Whitman was declared missing in
action. Then, in December 1944, Anderson learned
that while Whitman had survived the Bataan Death
March and three-and-a-half years of imprisonment,
he’d died aboard a Japanese transport ship when it
was hit by U.S. fire.

Widowed at 27, Anderson accepted a full-time position
as the principal’s secretary at her high school alma
mater. Her late husband’s parents introduced her to
Bill Derr, and the two married in 1950. They welcomed
twins, Robert and Virginia, 18 months later. When the
marriage ended, in 1961, Anderson came back to
Sioux Falls to raise the twins. She completed continuing
education courses at Augustana College and taught
shorthand, typing, and bookkeeping at the high school.

Anderson and her sister, Ginger, were the best of
friends. After being widowed for a second time,
Anderson and Ginger decided to be roommates,
eventually moving to Dow Rummel. In keeping with
family ties to Freemasonry, the sisters remained active
members in the Daughters of the Nile. Both enjoyed
socializing, whether playing cards or just getting
together with old friends. 

Anderson experienced much joy and loss during her
life, and through it all, Leyse says she remained a lady.
She transformed her lifetime loyalties into lasting gifts
so that the institutions she loved will carry on in 
service to others for good, for ever. 

HELEN ANDERSON
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