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HOMEOWNERS TURN OUT TO FIGHT FOR DAN DUGAN PARK -18

TODAYS |

S.D. prairie holds

reminder of legend

» The last time a U.S.
Open was played at Pine-
hurst No. 2, the winner
was Payne Stewart, a golf-
ing great who died less
than five months later
when his plane crashed
near Mina in 1999. Sports

|

columnist Stu Whitney

visits the site of the crash
and tells of the friendship
born of tragedy. 1C

NEW ONLINE

Skyforce coach

offers assessment

» Sioux Falls Skyforce
coach Dave Joerger talks
about the NBA finals and
summer coaching carousel
as well as an update onthe |
local team’'s prospects for
next year. Join “Argus
Leader Sports Web” host
Stu Whitney and sports
editor Eric Bursch on v
these and other topics at
argusleader.com.

LOCAL & REGION

Celebrating 10 years

of summer music

» Eager students have
traveled to Augustana
from places as far away as
Kentucky for this year's
College Summer Music
Camp. What’s the attrac-
tion? For eighth-grader
Alex Stanley of Sioux Falls,
it's getting her hands on
an expensive harp. The
other 147 participants
have their own goals. 1B

BUSINESS

Retirement doesn’t
suit Steve Metli

» So much for retire-
ment. Steve Metli, former
city planning and building
services director, has tak-
en a new job, three months
after ending the last one.
His next gig? Vice presi-
dent of business develop-
ment with Fishback Finan-
cial Services. Maybe he
can use that gold watch to
get towork on time. 6C

NATION & WORLD

» SERIAL MOLESTER:
A California man’s victims
might number in the
thousands, police say. SA

» TASTES LIKE CHICK- |
EN? Mexico's tradition of
eating bugs heats up. 2A

TODAY'S WEATHER

Sunny

Full report, 2A 62
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BY STEVE YOUNG

syoung@argusleader.com

ine months ago, on a warm
September afternoon, Tansy
Forbes stepped out of an air-
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SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 50 Cents

felt good,” the 32-year-old Sioux
Falls woman says. “I prayed for heal-
ing.”

Today hundreds if not thousands
of her relatives and friends are join-

plane at 10,000 feet, spread her ing her in that prayer. For having

arms and soared into the void.
What followed were 30 seconds
and 120 mph of wind screaming

battled cancer since she was 13
years old, having given up her right
leg above the knee at age 21, and

through her hair and blood surging  having been diagnosed as terminal

wildly through her veins.

two months ago, Forbes under-

And then the canopy unfurled, the stands clearly that she needs a mira-

free fall abruptly jerked to a gentle

cle.

descent, and Forbes - feeling closer But she isn’t sitting around wait-

to heaven than to earth — began to ing on the miraculous. Nor is she
speak to God. ready to die.
“It just seemed appropriate, and it Forbes simply nods her head in

Problems hinted
- at contract’

A bear yawns from atop his rocky perch May 18 at the Great Plains Zoo. A team soon will form to make

GREAT PLAINS 200

WOMAN WON'T WASTE AMOMENT OF LIFE

Told she is dying, Tansy Forbes skydives, sunbathes

agreement when she hears about a
new study suggesting that most chil-
dren who survive cancer develop
health risks later in life. Many are
diagnosed with cancer vears later,
the study found.

Instead of complaining about it,
this young wife and business devel-
oper for Wellmark Blue Cross-Blue
Shield is pursuing an end-of-life
treatment that includes jumping out
of airplanes, sunbathing by the pool
in Cancun, whistling down the high-
way with her husband, Jason, on a

Harley-Davidson motorcycle, or ‘ SUBMITTED PHOTO
Tansy Forbes says she loves the freefall of skydiving most.
See FORBES, page 6A She plans to give the sport a second try July 2.

Jack Rabbit
buses bought,
tours studied

Foreman Charters steps up

BY JIM CHEESMAN
jcheesman@argusleader.com _ N
A Miller bus company has mUR L\ } O
bought some of the assets of If you have questions

Jack Rabbit Charter and or concerns about an
Toursandistrying to salvage = upcoming Jack Rabbit
the bankrupt bus line’s trips  tour, call Foreman
planned for this summer and Charters at 336-3339.
beyond.
Foreman Charters bought INT INFK
two buses this week from O"N LINE
Lowell Hansen, Jack Rab- For previous
bit's former owner and a  coverage, log on to
secured creditorin the bank-  www.argusleader.com.
ruptcy case.
Company president Doyle
Foreman also has a list of nesswith usagain,” Foreman
tours and customers and says said. “We're looking at the
he will try to honor the tripsonacase-by-case basis. If
deposits made up to thispoint. it makes sense, we’'ll do it. If
“We've just started looking not, we'll try to work some-
at things, and it’s still too ear- thing out with the customer.”
ly to guarantee anything,”  Foreman Charters was
Foreman said. “But we are formed in 1969. The compa-
going to do as many of the ny has three divisions: sales
trips as we possibly can while of new and used school bus-
remaining financially sound.” es, contract bus service for
Foreman Charters did not school districts near Miller
buy the Jack Rabbit name and charter bus service.
and is not legally obligatedto = “We have done very few

honor deposits or issue toursupuntilnow,” Foreman
refunds or credits for tours said. “One of the reasons we
scheduled by the company. are doing this is to get into

STUART VILLANUEVA / ARGUS LEADER

decisions on the zoo's future. For Previous CoveRAGE AND To TAKE PART IN A Forum, Loc ON To ARGUSLEADER.COM. “But we want customers to
be happy with us and do busi- See JACK RABBIT, page 9A

Task force leader blames management

BY JENNIFER SANDERSON
jsanders@argusleader.com

Ed Asper, the zoo’s outgoing
president and chief operating

A nonprofit organization’s officer, did not return messages

sudden decision not to renew Thursday. WHAT'S NEW: Mayor
its management contract atthe  Several City Council mem-  Dave Munson is forming a
city-owned zoo can be bersagreed with Knobe'sanaly-  transitional team to help
traced to root prob- sis, offered a day after the soci- steer decisions about how
lems years in the mak- ety announced it would not  Sioux Falls will run day-to-
ing, according to the renew its agreement. In an e-  day operations at the
leader of a group mail to the mayor and coun-  Great Plains Zoo. The non-

Plains Zoo,

ment at the Great The city owns the zoo’s  Meetwith board members
Rick grounds, buildings and perma-  from the Zoological Soci-

Knobe said Thursday. nent exhibits as an arm of the ety of Sioux Falls within

As chairman of May- Parks and Recreation Depart-
or Dave Munson’stask ment. And it helps support the

force, Knobe found zo0o's$2 million budget withan ~ @nimal care and more.
dedicated citizens annual subsidy that this year

Andy Howes  behind the Zoological will reach $821,372.

Society of Sioux Falls  The society since 1985 has  Those animals will revert to
and “alot of good but junior staff run day-to-day operations, the city whenthe contractends.
people without the experience assuming ownership of the Munson is putting together a

and mentoring they needed” animals it holds in trust for the

from top management.

public.

200 NEWS

appointed last year to cilors, board Chairman Tony profit group that has man-
study the attraction. = Bour wrote that the society  aged the zoo since 1985
High worker would let its contract expire  will not renew its contract.
turnover, burned-out Sept. 30 but still wanted to sup- WHAT’'S NEXT: Direc-
volunteers, mounting port the zoo through fund-rais-  tors from finance, parks
repair bills and ques- ing and long-term planning. and recreation, human
tionable spending all  Bour could not be reached for ~ ESOUrCes and the city
point to poor manage- comment. attorney’s office hope to o

An Iragi man mourns the death of Saddam al-Saldi as he
walks In the funeral procession Thursday in Baghdad, Iraq.

the week. They'll talk Al-Saidi was killed, along with four others, in an overnight
about budgets, staffing, rocket attack on the neighborhood, family members said.

Compromise found
on Iraq constitution

See Z00, page 6A BY HAMZA HENDAWI cant as January's historic
Associated Press elections, was expected to
BAGHDAD, Irag - In a vield a constitution accept-
political breakthrough, mem- able to all Iraqis, anchoring
bers of a Shiite-dominated America’s efforts to help
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More than a ride: a prairie pilgrimage | st o .

' MORE ONLINE

For photo galleries, a

| www.argusleader.com.

INSIDE

road blog by Argus Leader
staffers and updates, see

fore today's big ride. TA

> REST DAY: Riders take
a well-deserved break be-

CHAMBERLAIN - A hypnotist is supposed to be hot.

Thursday with Sunni Arab  The stalemate had threat-
groups concerning their rep- ened to torpedo Iraq’s care-

was appearing at the Silver Dollar Who would turn down any potential resentation on the panel. fully choreographed political
here Thursday evening. By advantage when confronted The agreement came after process, \l:"thh entersits ﬁpal
the time you read this, I with such a scenario? weeks of tough talks and just  stretch with two natmnwu!e
might be under his spell. The danger is that for the two months before a dead- votes scheduled for_ later this

The goal, of course, is to amusement of the locals, line for completing the new year. It also heightened
get implanted in my mind the hypnotist might have charter. The compromise,
some notion that the ride stuck me with the thought which could prove as signifi- See AGREEMENT, page 3A
from Chamberlain to Pierre “You're dragging a piano to
on Highway 1806 that will Pierre. You're dragging a
finish the Tour de Kota i piano to Pierre.” | r TEWS
today is a for?gone conclu- PETEFI But I doubt it. OTHER IRAQ I\' I"’ g
0. ARASIMIRIS SNNCIE. . - SUAININNDAN - cERe Sal hiere gt the - » The United States loses five Marines, one
from Argus Leader tour hocheinhid ver Dollar have been noth- , . . :
organizers, and from partic- Tourde Kota  ing but kind. Dana Kenob- sailor near the violent city of Ramadi.
ipants in this tour who live bie, who owns this Main » The House likely will approve $45 billion for
in Pierre and ride that road, promise  Street landmark, shared deep-fried wars, next year, even as opposition grows.
a long day of difficult cycling. Many
hills. Possible wind. And the weather See PILGRIMS, page 7A PAGE 3A
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Forbes: ‘You have to celebrate the good times

Continued from 1A

howling in the crowd at a Kenny
Chesney concert.
“There’s a line from the Tim

McGraw song that goes, ‘live like

you're dving,” ” Forbes says as
she sits at the kitchen table of
her southwest
Sioux Falls
home. “I really
believe every-
one should live
their life hike
that.”

That's why
this Saturday
| evening, for
! example, she

and her hus-

band will be
hanging out at Skelly's Pub &
(rill for a dance and a silent auc-
tion being held by her friends to
celebrate her life and to help the
couple defray her ongoing med-
ical expenses.

The silent auction runs from 7-
10 p.m. The dance music begins
at 8 p.m. and will play until mid-
night. Even the public is invited
if they want to attend.

“We want to celebrate the good
times, Forbes says. “That’s what
this 1s all about Saturday. That’s
how | sign my e-mails to people
these days. ... you have to cele-
brate the good times.”

Especially when vou've known
your share of bad.

Tansy Forbes

Except this ime, the ache in

her right leg that she figured was
just shin splints or growing pains

didn't go away after four or five
months. So the Pitchers began
seeking medical opinions, first

with the family doctor in Bassett,

Neb., then with an orthopedic
physician in Grand Island, Neb.,

and finally with a specialist at the

Mayo Chinic in Rochester, Minn.
Eventually, they put a name to
the pain - Ewing sarcoma, or a
type of bone cancer.
The treatment that followed
imvolved 18 months of

chemotherapy and three months
of radiation. By the time they fin-

iIshed, the tumor was gone, and
Tansy Pitcher had become
another childhood cancer sur-
VIVOT.

But her ordeal was far from
done.

A month ago at the annual

meeting of the American Society

of Clinical Oncology in Orlando,
Fla., researchers presented
study findings that verified that
68 percent of childhood cancer
survivors suffer from one or
more health problems later on.
Compared with their siblings,
such survivors are four times
more likely to endure blindness,

infertility or paralvsis later in life,

the study found. Theyv are more

likely to get cancer again, too.
Dr. Jakica Tancabelic at the

Children’s Specialty Clinic in

Sioux Falls says pediatric cancer

ma and rhabdomyosarcoma,”
Tancabelic says. “They thought
kids could tolerate higher doses
... than adults, bigger doses in a
shorter period of time.

“They used to just zap it. Now
they limit the dosages more and
direct it more to the tumors than
just a generalized area.”

Heavy doses of radiation to the
brain caused mental retardation
and other cognitive problems,
Tancabelic says. It damaged the
spine as well and caused paraly-
sis. And chemotherapy took its
toll on the lungs and the heart.

“It's much better today than it
was 10 to 20 years ago,” she says.
“Now we don't radiate if we don’t
have to. And we do a better job of
regulating the dosages for
chemotherapy.

“Still, even today, we can’t be
sure of the effects 10 years from
now.”

Reason to celebrate

lansy Pitcher fimshed her
treatment the summer before her
sophomore vear of high school
and was doing well until her fresh-
man vear at the University of
South Dakota in Vermillion.

Radiation years earlier had
weakened the bone in her leg,
and she suffered from stress
fractures and had to be in a full
cast. Then in the late fall of her
junior vear, the pain started
becoming more intense.

By the following August, X-rays

HOWTO HELP

A silent auction and
dance to benefit Tansy
Forbes will begin at 7 p.m.
Saturday at Skelly's Pub &
Grill, 130 S. Phillips Ave.,
Sioux Falls. The silent auc-
tionis 7 t0 10 p.m., and the
dance is 8 p.m. to midnight.

Among the items being
auctioned are framed art-
work, sporting event tick-
ets, jewelry, dining certifi-
cates, wine and many other
items, including a Botox
treatment and an in-office
teeth-whitening session.

There will be a $10 charge
at the door to cover the cost
of food.

Donations also can be
made to the “T.J). Forbes
Fund” at Valley Bank, NA,
3520 S. Louise Ave., Sioux
Falls, SD 57106, Attention
Erica.

“Sure, you can't help wonder,
‘What if?” What if we did amputa-
tion and chemotherapy when |
was 13 and not radiation? But |
don’t dwell on it because I know
my physician did what was
appropriate in 1987.”

Instead, cancer for Forbes has
become what she calls “an oppor-
tunity” to celebrate and live

every day as if it’s her last.

“The thing is, because she had
dealt with cancer earlier in her
life, it sculpted who she was. It
made her want to do more.”

Eventually more for Forbes
would include marriage - she
and Jason were married in July
1996 in Ainsworth. It came to
include a career as well.

And in time, it evolved into the
kind of passions that led her and
her husband to climb aboard
their Harley-Davidson, to ride
down the road with friends and
to stop for a beverage or dinner
wherever fate took them.

Maybe a miracle

That kind of “thing to do” on
her list of life became more
important when the cancer
returned, first as preleukemia
late in 1999 and then as acute
myeloid leukemia in October
2004.

Forbes went through two trans-
plants, taking stem cells donated
by her older sister, Mindy, each
time to fight the disease. And for a
while, at least, it seemed to work.
But the leukemia returned, first as
lumps in her breast and now in
her bones.

They could try chemotherapy
again, doctors told the Forbeses
earlier this spring. But the poten-
tial damage to her heart made
the 10 percent chance of a cure
seem too slim.

“That’s when we decided,
without really talking about it,

unfairness is to my family and
friends, not to me.

“I get to go to heaven and have
an even bigger party, so I'm not
afraid. But my thoughts are with
Jason, and the heartbreak he’s
going to go through. It breaks
my heart for my sisters and my
parents having to grieve.”

Some day in their lives, there
will be a great sadness, she
knows. She understands that. So
for now, she is intent on forging
stronger relationships and creat-
ing only happy memories.

“I think it always surprises a
person when they go through
this, learning just how much you
can go through when there is
love involved,” says Forbes’ sis-
ter, Mindy Klatt. “Tansy has just
been the strongest person in my
life. Even though she is my little
sister, I can’t remember ever not
looking up to her.”

That’s a bond Klatt and her
two sisters etched into their skin
back in April, when they had the
Chinese character for “sister”
tattooed on their left ankles.

It was a bond deepened as well
on a journey to Cancun in May,
as they sat beside the pool for
hours, talking and simply spend-
ing time with one another.

And come July 2, Forbes plans
to take her celebration of life back
into the firmament again with
another skydiving adventure.

“I love the free fall,” she says.
“It’s not as much of an adrenaline

Growing pains

That learning process began
for Forbes in the sand hills
around Ainsworth, Neb., when
she was 13. The middle of three
daughters born to Fred and
Shirley Pitcher, she grew up a
country girl on her family’s
ranch, learning all about working
hard, playing hard and allowing

showed that a tumor had
returned. She was diagnosed with
osteogenic sarcoma, or radiation-
induced bone cancer. Two weeks
before she was crowned home-
coming queen at USD that Octo-
ber, she had her leg amputated
above the knee, followed by nine
months of chemotherapy.

“You have to put your trust in

F r

rush as [ hoped for. But after the
free fall, you get five minutes of
quiet, peaceful enjoyment. At
that point vou know you're fine,
and that you've done it. I just
want to experience that again.”
For to spread your arms and
soar into the void at 10,000 feet -
that, Tansy Forbes would sug-
gest, is living as if you're dying.

specialists such as herself always
knew anecdotally that children
with cancer likely faced more
health issues as they got older.

But this new study, focusing
on more than 10,000 cancer sur-
vivors diagnosed from 1970 to
1986, 1s the first to verify that
with statistical backup.

“There was a time 1n the 1970s

that I'd rather go out as healthy
as | can and not have chemo be
the end of my life,” Tansy says.

That isn’t to say there 1S no
hope. She received a boost of
lvmphocytes from her older sis-
ter in mid-April, and her doctor
has told her that he has seen mir-
acles before in people who have
received such boosts.

She not only lived with cancer,
she used her experience to give
motivational speeches to others.

“She was never satisfied with
just being in the crowd or being
a member of a group,” says her
friend, Genevieve Evans Taylor,
now the adviser to the fraterni-
ties and sororities at USD. “She
sought out the president and

the aches and pains of life to
resolve themselves before you
go running in to see the doctor.
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Continued from 1A

transition team made up of direc-
tors from several city depart-
ments. That group will meet with
board members to hash out mon-
ey and staffing needs, animal
inventories and immediate
repairs.

“There’s probably no such
thing as a good time for this,”
Munson said. “But come Sep-
tember, things will be starting to
wind down after summer, so it
will give us more time to get
evervthing in place for the next
busy season.”

Wednesday’s e-mail i1s an
abrupt change in direction for the
society. In May, Bour asked the
city to grant his group a minimum
five-year contract. At the same
time, he lobbied the city for extra
money to hire two top-level
employees to replace Asper.

But the most recent statement
made it clear the 15 job applicants
would have to wait: The society is
abandoning the search and will let
the city hire the zoo’s next leader.

Council Vice Chairman Andy
Howes said it would be wise to
hire the new chief executive offi-
cer sooner rather than later, to
help develop the zoo’s new struc-
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and 80s where doctors pushed
higher doses of radiation for sol-
id tumors, such as Ewing sarco-

ture. That likely will be organized
under the parks department, as it
was before the nonprofit stepped
In.

But it's unclear whether the
city will look first to the society’s
pool of candidates and how many
current workers the city will shift
to its payroll.

In the weeks before the bomb-
shell, the society seemed ready to
meet challenges laid out in the
task force’s report. The 2zoo’s
Web site was upgraded to allow
online registration and payment
for popular summer ZooCamps.
Bour met with a public-relations
professional from a local firm to
brainstorm ways to make the zoo
more visible in the community.

Still, public perception suffered
during the past year, board mem-
ber Dick Gregerson said. Criti-
cisms of maintenance, a growing
city subsidy and recent staff trips
to Australia and Germany bogged
down the society’s efforts, he said.

But Howes said things simply
got out of control at the zoo.

“I'he more money you ask for,
the more accountabhility you owe
the people providing you with the
money,” Howes said. “There isn’t
one thing that any of us asked for
over the last several months that
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Now’s the perfect time to take advantage of Home Federal’s new 10-year fixed
home equity loan. When combined with this special low rate it makes your

payments more affordable than ever! Stop in or apply online today. It’s quick, it’s
convenient and it’s the best way to put the equity in your home to work for you.

Apply in person evenings until 7,

Saturdays until 4 and Sundays
until 2 at four Sioux Falls Hy-Vees

and the East Wal-Mart Supercenter.

Coming soon to Harrisburg!

*APR (Annual Percentage Rate) 1S based on a S10.000 home

equnty loan, with an 80% loan to value amort
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the doctors, and I feel I've had

the best doctors in the country,”

Forbes says now,
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Zoo: Animals will revert to city after cotrat

was out of line. We wanted a
good, open, honest decision
about how they were going to
implement the task force report,
why a five-year agreement would
make sense with all the issues
they were having and why they
would need two people to replace
their director.”

Knobe, a former mayor,
acknowledged the wearing
effects of constant scrutiny. But
he, too, put greater emphasis on
people and priorities.

about about the turnover rate — 40
or 45 full-time equivalents in the
past four or five years,” Knobe
said, noting that the zoo runs with
30to 40 FTEs. “That’s alot of peo-
ple, and it's not good for any orga-
nization.”

Having Asper on the road so
often for zoo business and indus-
try events left the zoo without a
leader by example, Knobe said.
Knobe, a onetime board member,
said employees who pressed for
change could take their ideas
only so far before hitting a wall.
The same was true of complaints.
Problems festered until employ-
ees went elsewhere, Knobe said.

vice-president positions so she
could have an impact on those
organizations.

aren’t resolved at the upper-man-
agement level, it's very difficult
for workers to know what they're
supposed to do,” he said.

Knobe, whose name has sur-
faced as potential zoo director,
said the society’s executive board
faced the same roadblock in
Asper. But board members left
him in place. Last year, they paid
him $96,000.

In retrospect, some councilors
said an unprecedented communi-

 cation from the board might have
“The task force was concerned

been a subtle way to prepare the
city for the changing of the guard.

Earlier this month, councilors
received a copy of the zoo board’s
May 18 meeting minutes, with an
attached spreadsheet outlining
the nonprofit’s finances as of May
31. It was the most detailed infor-
mation councilors have been giv-
en since the task force presented
its report in February.

“It's hard to comprehend all
that needs to be done” looking
ahead, Councilor Vernon Brown
said. “The bottom line is that in
Sioux Falls, we have a certain
standard for public venues and
parks. The zoo grounds just
haven'’t lived up to it.”

HOME KED

" What can we do for you?

336-2470 or 1-800-244-2149

www. hometederal.com

“There’s a structure that needs

to be followed, and when things

Reach reporter Jennlifer Sanderson at

575-3629.

This is how to take advantage
of your greatest asset.
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She is not afraid to die, either.
“I think all of this is unfair,”
Forbes says. “But the greatest

At least it is for her.

Reach reporter Steve Young at 331-

2306.

Ambassador: bin Laden, Taliban
chief not hiding in Afghanistan

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) -
Osama bin Laden and fugitive Tal-
iban chief Mullah Mohammed
Omar are not believed to be in
Afghanistan, U.S. Ambassador Zal-
may Khalilzad said Thursday, a day
after a purported commander of the
rebel group said the pair are alive.

“Mullah Omar is not in

Afghanistan. I do not believe that
Osama is in Afghanistan,” the
Khalilzad said at a news conference
in Kabul. He did not say where the
two were believed to be hiding.

U.S. officials have repeatedly
said they think bin Laden is in the
mountains between Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

GRAND
RIOS

Northwest Minneapolis

MINNESOTA’S
LARGEST INDOOR
WATER PARK

Rates beginning at

$99.00

for a Water Park Room
(includes 4 water park passes). Ref. Code: NEWS.

Upcharge may apply on weekends.

(866)GRANDRIOS
wWww.grandrios.com

6900 Lakeland Ave. N

‘)

Brooklyn Park, MN




