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For more information on our SAFE
Program please visit our website at
https://www.sthcs.org/safe.html.

If you or someone you know has been S l \ I E
the victim of a rape or sexual assault, we

encourage you to go to one of our

following emergency room SAFE Centers ME OR SOMONE | KNOW WAS RAPED.

to receive a comprehensive exam and WHAT DO WE D0?
treatment: ’

The first and most important step is to go to
UMPC Chautauqua Hospital the nearest SAFE Center, a center specializing
207 Foote Ave., Jamestown, NY 14701 in the aftermath of sexual assault. Within

Chautauqua, Alleghany, and Cattaraugus

Olean General Hospitol counties, the SAFE Centers are located within

515 Main Street, Olean, NY 14760 e ellioming) [ERs:

. . Olean General Hospital
Jones Memorial Hospital Jones Memorial Hospital

191 N. Main Street, Wellsville, NY 14895 UPMC Chautauqua Hospital

They provide the following confidential services:

e Counseling
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MYTH V3. FACT

MYTH: | will have to pay for my own exam.

FACT: A SAFE Exam and subsequent, relevant
medical care is FREE to victims of sexual
assault and paid for by the Office of
Victim Services if you don’t want your
insurance to be billed or if you don’t have
insurance.

MYTH: | am a male; | cannot get a SAFE Exam
or help for being assaulted.

FACT: Male victims have the same rights and
CANNOT be denied services.

MYTH: If | have a SAFE Exam, my assault is
immediately reported to the police.

FACT: You can decide to report at any date
within the statute of limitations.

MYTH: My perpetrator will get away with
his/her crime.

FACT: DNA increases the likelihood of
prosecution and may even connect your
perpetrator to other crimes.

MYTH: | showered so no DNA or other evidence
can be collected.

FACT: You are still eligible for an exam and
important evidence can still be collected.
The tiniest amount of DNA has
convicted perpetrators throughout
history, even decades after the crime.

MYTH: | will have to have a full body exam.

FACT: The exam may be full body or focus on a
particular area depending on your
assault details. At any time, if you feel
uncomfortable, you may stop/ skip
any part of the exam.

VICTIM'S BILL OF RIGHTS

The full list of rights can be found at https://www.sthcs.org/safe.html.

YOUR BASIC RIGHTS

1.You cannot be treated differently because
of race, origin, religion, sexual orientation,
disability, age, source of payment, sex, or
gender identity or expression.

2.Your immigration status or national origin
cannot affect your emergency care or
services, and you can ask for an interpreter.

3.Minors under the age of 17 have certain
rights to make their own decisions without a
parent or legal guardian.

YOUR RIGHTS IN THE HOSPITAL

1.You can have a rape crisis advocate stay
with you during the exam.

2.You can have an exam to collect evidence
and provide certain medical care related to
the sexual assault at no cost to you.

REPORTING WHAT HAPPENED

1.You can choose whether to report.

2.You can whether to have an advocate from
the local rape crisis program stay with you
during your interview with the police or
prosecutor.

3.You can contact the police or prosecutor for
information on the investigation or legal
proceedings.

4.1f you choose to report, your evidence will
be tested within 100 days.

5.1f you choose not to report, your evidence
will be stored for 20 years, or until you
decide to release it.



