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RITTEN IN
THE STARS

Audemars Piguet unveils a timepiece that pays tribute
to one of horology’s most esteemed complications.

orology and astronomy
have always shared
an inextricable

connection. Before the

former came about,
the latter was the only way our
ancestors could tell time - the sun
measured the passing hours of each
day while the moon and stars were
our calendar.

Mechanical clocks appeared in
Europe in the early 13th century, but
our age-old reliance on watching
the skies was not forgotten. By
the 16th century, watchmaking
techniques had matured enough
for watchmakers to incorporate
astronomical complications into

their creations.

By HO YUN KUAN

The new Audemars Piguet
2015 Royal Oak
Perpetual Calendar.

Most of these early astronomical
watches had what we call today
simple calendar functions
indicating just the day,
date and month. The more
complicated ones may feature
moon phase displays. These
timepieces could not automatically
account for the leap years or the
varying numbers of days in each
month, so they had to be manually
adjusted at the beginning of a few
months throughout the year.

It is believed that perpetual
calendars, the timepieces that
could account for these variances,
were only developed in the 1800s.
Audemars Piguet was one of the
few watchmakers that had the

Audemars Piguet was one of the few watchmakers
that had the expertise to create perpetual calendars.
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