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Elizabethtown Area High School is one 
of three high schools in Pennsylvania rec-
ognized this year by the U.S. Department 
of Education with a Blue Ribbon award for 
academic achievement.

Created in 1982, the National Blue Ribbon 
Schools Program recognizes public and pri-
vate elementary, middle and high schools 
each year for academic achievement or for 
closing achievement gaps among student 
groups. The department announced Tues-
day the 353 schools honored this year, 13 of 
which are in Pennsylvania. Elizabethtown 
Area High School was the only school in 
Lancaster County to be named as a 2023 
National Blue Ribbon School.

The school was recognized for overall aca-
demic achievement. According to its applica-
tion for the award, among its achievements 
are scores 16% above the state average in 
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A county court judge has dealt another le-
gal setback to the proposed Oregon Village 
mixed-use development in Manheim Town-
ship.

Earlier this week, Judge Leonard Brown 
III upheld the township Board of Commis-
sioners’ June 2022 decision to reject the 
proposal to build a hotel and 554 housing 
units on and around the current location 
of the Oregon Village supermarket and res-
taurant. The Hurst family, which proposed 
the development, and includes the Oregon 
Dairy’s owners, had appealed the board’s 
decision to the Lancaster County Court of 
Common Pleas. 

It is the latest chapter in a four-year legal 
battle over the proposed $120 million de-
velopment located along Oregon Pike — and 
whether it would impact a bed and breakfast 
which the township says is entitled to pro-
tection as a historic property. 

The Hurst family can appeal the decision 

Oregon 
Village 
loses 
legal bid
Judge sides with offi  cials in 
rejecting proposed expansion
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A former Faith Friendship 
Villa caregiver is scheduled 
to plead guilty Monday in 14 
cases in which he’s charged 
with sexually assaulting 
residents of the Mountville 

p e r s o n a l 
care home. 

James Lee 
Zook, 69, of 
Mountville, 
was fi rst 
charged in 
N o v e m b e r, 
following a 
c o m p l a i n t 
last summer 

concerning a resident of the 
74-bed home for people with 
mental illness or intellectual 
and developmental disabili-
ties.

In January, February and 
March, more residents came 
forward and 13 other cases 
were fi led. All told, Zook is 
charged with 342 counts of 
institutional sexual assault, 
a third-degree felony, and 
346 counts of indecent as-
sault, a misdemeanor. One 
case accounts for just over 
300 counts of each charge. 
Zook was a care director and 
activities coordinator for 
about 20 years. 

His plea is scheduled for 
Monday before Lancaster 
County Judge Dennis Rein-
aker, according to the coun-
ty’s court calendar. 

Zook’s attorney, Edwin 
Pfursich, and the district 
attorney’s offi  ce declined 
comment Friday. 

Guilty 
plea in 
abuse 
cases
Faith Friendship 
Villa caregiver to 
be in court Monday

MANHEIM TWP.

COURT

Families in Lancaster and Lebanon counties host 
Ukrainian children for ‘a break from the war’

A TIME FOR FUN
MINISTRY

Jim Rennex, in black, instructs, from left, Ihor Lulko, 14, Sam Yasht, 11, Ruslan Voitsekhivski, 12, and Stanislav 
Khomenko, 14, at Scopos Hospitality Group in Ephrata on Sept. 11. The children from Ukraine worked with pro-
fessional chefs to make personal pizzas as part of the Uniting for Ukrainian Kids program that off ers respite 
from the horrors of war in their home country.
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Dariia Tymoshenko has 
some words of advice that be-
lie her young age. 

“Value the family that you 
have and the peace that you 
have, because things might not 
stay that way,” the 13-year-old 
said. 

Dariia is among a group of 
28 Ukrainian children spend-
ing the next few weeks in Lan-
caster and Lebanon counties 
to escape the horrors of a war 
sparked by the Russian mili-
tary invasion of their country 
on Feb. 24, 2022. 

The children arrived in the 

United States earlier this 
month as part of the Uniting 
for Ukrainian Kids program 
being piloted by Ephrata Bor-
ough-based Ephrata Slavic 
Church in partnership with 
program founder Georgia-
based Together Ministry. 

U4UKids serves children 
displaced by the war and who 
have lost at least one parent 
in the fi ghting that as of Sept. 
11 has killed 9,614 civilians 
since it began, according to the 
United Nations Human Rights 
Offi  ce of the High Commis-
sioner. 

“The war really changed our 

E-town school earns national award
High school becomes 1 of 3 in Pennsylvania recognized for academic achievement 

EDUCATION

Elizabethtown Area High School students walk into school at the start of the 
fi rst day of school on Aug. 23, 2021. Elizabethtown is one of three high schools 
in Pennsylvania recognized this year by the U.S. Department of Education with a 
Blue Ribbon award for academic achievement.
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Refl ections, right, sits in Oregon village along 
East Oregon Road at the end of Creek Road as 
two Amish women travel on Oct. 3, 2018. This 
week, a county court judge sided with Manheim 
Township commissioners in rejecting the pro-
posed development and expansion of Oregon 
Village supermarket and restaurant.
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The Southern Baptist 
Convention ousts an 
Oklahoma church over 
racist performances.

n Page A5

FAITH & VALUES
United Auto Workers 
expand their strike, even 
as union leaders say talks 
with Ford show promise.

n Page A7

BUSINESS
Lancaster city reveals 
its plan to improve the 
public image of Ewell 
Plaza and Binns Park.

n Page A3

LOCAL

James Lee 
Zook

Wilson, 21, Cedar Crest, 13 
Manheim Township, 48, Hempfi eld, 7

Penn Manor, 28, Reading, 27, OT 
Exeter, 51, Lebanon, 0

Governor Miffl  in, 49, Muhlenberg, 7
Manheim Central, 49, Warwick, 0

Ephrata, 48, Daniel Boone, 7
Twin Valley, 49, Elizabethtown, 8

Garden Spot, 48, Fleetwood, 21

Berks Catholic, 19, Donegal, 16
Cocalico, 24, Lampeter-Strasburg, 10
Conrad Weiser, 21, Octorara, 6
Annville-Cleona, 34, Columbia, 7
Kutztown, 35, Hamburg, 34
Lancaster Catholic, 34, Northern Lebanon, 13
Schuylkill Valley, 49, Pequea Valley, 6
Plymouth-Whitemarsh, 48, McCaskey, 14
Conestoga Valley, 31, Solanco, 0

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL: WEEK 5

HOW TO DONATE 
Bethany Slavic Church is collecting 
donations for its Ukraine War 
Refugee Aid Fund, Kherson Flood 
Relief Fund and the Uniting for 
Ukrainian Kids Program. Donations 
can be mailed to the church at 864 
Dawn Ave. in Ephrata Borough.

n Ukraine War Refugee Aid Fund:
Donate at bit.ly/3OhJ9YK or mail 
checks with “Ukraine Refugee 
Fund” on memo line. 

n Kherson Flood Relief Fund:
Donate at bit.ly/3pR1anp, or 
mail checks with “Kherson Flood 
Relief” on memo line. 

n Uniting for Ukrainian Kids 
Program: Donate at u4ukids.
com/give, or mail checks with 
“U4UKids” on the memo line.PROGRAM, page A18 OREGON �VILLAGE, page A18ZOOK, page A18

E-TOWN, page A18
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Program: Giving Ukrainian children respite from the horrors of war

Oregon Village: Loses appeal for expansion E-town

Zook: Plea

lives,” said Dariia, whose fa-
ther served in the military 
but has been missing in ac-
tion for approximately nine 
months and is presumed 
dead. 

Like Dariia, 11-year-old 
Marharyta Stadnyk has 
been directly impacted by 
the Russia-Ukraine war. 

“It is very difficult for us 
in Ukraine,” Stadnyk said. “I 
lost my father in the war, and 
I really feel for my mom be-
cause caring for my younger 
sister and I kind of fell all on 
her.” 

The Rev. Konstantine 
Reznik and his wife, Diana, 
are hosting Dariia and Mar-
haryta during the children’s 
three-week stay. 

“We want to give them 
a break from the war, but 
from a Christian perspec-
tive,” said Reznik, an elder 
and missions pastor at the 
church at 864 Dawn Ave. 
“We want to give them an 
insight into a way of living 
where they can have God 
as the foundation for their 
lives. That’s our hope.” 

‘They need to feel 
safe’ 

 
Children participating in 

the U4UKids program re-
cently gathered for a make-
your-own pizza day with a 
professional chef sponsored 
by Ephrata Borough-based 
Scopos Hospitality Group. 

“Pizza is very expensive 
in most places in Ukraine,” 
U4UKids host parent Kat-
eryna Chekh said. “Maybe 
in certain cities where they 
have clubs people pay mon-
ey or are taught how to make 
pizza, but this is a very new 
experience for these kids.” 

Chekh came to the U.S. 
from Ukraine a year ago, 
fleeing the war with her 
husband, Dmytro, and their 
three children. 

“What really moved us to 
host a child was that we our-
selves had experienced the 
war and as a mother I really 
understand that the biggest 
need for a child is their secu-
rity. They need to feel safe,” 
Chekh said. 

Host parent Anastasiia 
Melekhova said she want-
ed to get involved in the 
U4UKids program because 
she wanted to show the kids 
there’s still hope in the midst 
of war. 

“These are my people, and 
these kids’ fathers died de-
fending our country,” Me-
lekhova said. “It would be 
great if, after three weeks, 
these kids have the desire 
to live on, to strive towards 
something, to have goals and 
push through.” 

Reznik said the Ukraini-
an children visiting for the 
next few weeks are hearing 
no bombing, no air raid si-
rens, no missiles. They are 
seemingly happy, going out, 
laughing and joking while 
being cared for by host par-
ents. 

However, he said, most 
are also withdrawn and not 
willing to talk about the loss
of a parent or the emotional 
effects of the war for fear 
of what emotions might be 
triggered. That wasn’t the 

case recently when Anasta-
siia Levkin and Yelyzaveta 
Boiko opened up to their 
host family. 

During a recent night, 
Anastasiia, 15, and Yelyza-
veta, 14, stayed up late and 
decided to open up to their 
host family, Scopos Hospi-
tality Group President An-
drey Teleguz and his wife, 
Natalia. 

“I cried that night. They 
shared their personal sto-
ries with us of how they 
lost their dads, how their 

fathers knew they were po-
tentially going to die in the 
war, how the dads thought 
about them and left them 
gift boxes before they left,” 
Andrey Teleguz said. “They 
also spoke about how their 
mothers are coping and 
how difficult it is for their 
mothers.”

“We cannot replace their 
loss, but we try to give them 
as much as we can,” he said. 
“And it’s the hugs in the 
mornings … it’s the hugs at 
night.” 

‘Be in the present 
and enjoy life’ 

While taking a break dur-
ing the recent pizza day 
event at Scopos Hospital-
ity Group’s office at 300 
W. Chestnut St. in Ephrata 
Borough, Anastasiia Levkin 
and Yelyzaveta shared some 
advice for children lucky 
enough to not have experi-
enced the atrocities of war. 

“I want to say to the chil-
dren in America to pursue 
their dreams and believe 
that anything is possible,” 
Anastasiia said. “We have to 
dream for big opportunities 
and pursue those opportu-
nities.”

As she pondered the situ-
ation at home, Yelyzaveta 
said that one of her favorite 
sayings is that what happens 
to people is God’s will. 

“We never know what to-
morrow might bring for us; 
therefore, be in the present 
and enjoy life,” she said. 

Galina Tretyak is a 
U4UKids volunteer chaper-
one accompanying the chil-
dren during their visit to the 
U.S. She spoke about why 
she got involved in the pro-
gram through her church — 
Good News Church in Smila, 
Ukraine — which supports 
the widows and families of 
deceased fathers. 

“It is truly a difficult season 
for all of us in Ukraine right 
now. We’ve lost dear ones, 
and our families are no lon-
ger together but displaced all 
around the world,” Tretyak 
said. “I’ve been volunteering 
with this ministry because 
my heart is really open to the 
needs of these children.” 

As for the future of the 
U4UKids program, Reznik 
said the church is finding it-
self more on a supporting 
role with Together Minis-
tries, helping other churches 
start the program and guiding 
them through the process. 

“We are not only serving 
children, but we are also be-
ing impacted by this expe-
rience,” Reznik said. “The 
churches and host families 
are doing something good, 
but sometimes they are re-
ceiving a lot more.”

to Commonwealth Court up
until Oct. 19, 30 days from 
the judge’s recent decision. 
Victor Hurst was not im-
mediately available for com-
ment Friday. His lawyer, 
Matthew M. Hennesy, had 
no comment Friday on the 
decision and declined to say 
whether the family plans to 
appeal. 

Township solicitor Dwight 
Yoder was not available for 
comment Friday. The bed 
and breakfast owner’s law-
yer, William Cluck, said he 
expects the Hurst family to 

appeal the court’s recent de-
cision.

“We will continue to de-
fend the commissioners’ de-
cision,” Cluck said. 

Brown wrote in his deci-
sion that he upheld the com-
missioners’ vote because the 
law gives great deference to 
townships to interpret their 
own ordinances. 

When the commissioners 
voted against the project last 
year, they found the devel-
opers didn’t meet a condi-
tion for the approval they 
were seeking — a require-
ment to list all historic prop-
erties located near the proj-
ect. Specifically, they failed 
to note the circa-1860s Olde 
Oregon Farmhouse, at 1383 
E. Oregon Road.

The owner of the bed and 

breakfast, Mary Bolinger,
started the legal battle over
the project in 2019. At that
time, the commissioners 
had voted to approve the 
project.

Bolinger appealed, argu-
ing that the township failed 
to provide protection for her 
historic property. In 2020, 
Brown dismissed Bolinger’s 
suit, but she appealed that 
decision to Commonwealth 
Court. In December 2021, 
the Commonwealth Court 
reversed the board’s original 
decision, and ordered them 
to reconsider the applica-
tion, specifically its impact 
on historic properties. 

By that time, the Manheim 
Township Commissioners 
looked much different than 
it did in 2019. Only one mem-

ber who had participated
in the vote to approve the
project remained on the 
board. The Oregon Vil-
lage decision had been a 
major issue in the 2019 
and 2021 elections.

In their 2022 deci-
sion on the project, the 
commissioners said that 
Bolinger’s house was 
listed on a map of his-
toric properties in the 
township, and should 
have been noted on the 
plans for Oregon Village. 
In their September 2022 
appeal, the Hurst family 
said that it was unclear 
whether the map of his-
toric properties actually 
showed Bolinger’s house, 
or another house that had 
stood nearby.

English/Language Arts and 
52% above the state average 
in Algebra I.

“We’re extremely proud of 
the students, staff and sup-
port of the community in 
earning this award,” Prin-
cipal Jason D’Amico said. 
“It certainly is a tribute to 
the people and practices we 
have here at E-Town.”

Up to 420 schools may be 
nominated for a Blue Rib-
bon award each year. The 
application process for the 
award is lengthy. A school 
must provide an extensive 
narrative application in 
which they describe their 
school culture and phi-
losophy, curriculum, as-
sessments, instructional 
practices, professional 
development, leadership 
structures and parent and 
community involvement. 
D’Amico said it took Eliza-
bethtown Area High School 
around a month to a month 
and a half to complete the 
application.

In November, D’Amico, 
Nell and one other staff 
member will travel to Wash-
ington, D.C., to participate in
an award ceremony for Blue
Ribbon Schools.

He has been free on unse-
cured bail.

Earlier this month, a law 
firm specializing in sexu-
al abuse cases sued Faith 
Friendship Ministries, 
which operates as the Villa, 
saying it should have known 
Zook was a serial sexual 
abuser who preyed on resi-
dents for years.

Zook is not a defendant in 
the civil suit.
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Galina Tretyak, a chaperone that came with the children from Ukraine, along with Marharyta Stadnky, 11, and Dariia Tymoshenko, 13, 
as they speak with a reporter at Scopos Hospitality Group in Ephrata, which hosted youngsters from Ukraine and had professional 
chefs work with the kids to make personal pizzas on Sept. 11. The children are taking part in the U4UKids program that offers respite 
from the horrors of war in their home country. For more photos, go to LancasterOnline.com.
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Host mother Kateryna Chekh of Lititz speaks to a reporter 
Sept. 11 with her son Mikael, 3. Chekh came to the U.S. 
from Ukraine a year ago, fleeing the war with her husband, 
Dmytro, and their three children. 

Ulyana and Alina Danilova, both 11, Marharyta Stadnyk, 11, and Ana 
Lang, 13, top their pizzas at Scopos Hospitality Group in Ephrata, which 
paired youngsters from Ukraine and professional chefs to make per-
sonal pizzas on Sept. 11.

Lancaster’s Cutest Pets


