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Master planned by Bijoy Jain of
Studio Mumbai and opened in late
2022, the mountain resort of Amaya
now has a series of new villas by Voon
Wong of London’s Viewport Studio
that complement the property’s
idyllic, enduring character.
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To spotlight the mountain views, the design team
eschewed curtains in favour of pearlescent marble
shutters, shoji screen-inspired panels that evoke the
glow of lanterns. The build became a study in manual
artistry: each structure was built entirely by hand
and without any cement; French designer Jean Marc
Mareno handerafied copper roofs; Swiss architect
Ruedi Kerbs worked with artisans from West Bengal
to develop a lime plaster technique that gives walls
and floors a rich, evolving patina that will eventually
harden to a marble-like rexture.

Viewport Studio was entrusted with the interior
design of this first phase, and now, three years after
the property’s opening, Wong has designed six one-
bedroom cottages and three cottage suites. His
approach echoes Jain's original intent — and like the
first set, these structures are also hand-built — but
introduces key changes: copper roofing gives way to
locally quarried slate, multi-bedroom villas become
compact single-bedroom suites with verandas for
smaller groups, and lime floors are swapped for stone
to enhance durability. “The phase one villas were
multi-bedroom holiday homes for larger groups, while
the phase two villas have shifted to single-bedroom
cottages for couples and small families, prompting us
to choose materials not just for beauty and provenance,
but also for high traffic durability," Wong explains.

When furnishing the new villas, Wong opted for
minimalist pieces inspired by Nordic sensibilities.
The beds, wardrobes and dining consoles are of his
own design, while the remaining furniture, including
Sibast Furniture’s Nao. 7 lounge chair, Carl Hansen 8¢
Sen chairs and sofas, Thonet's bent-wood chairs, the
Knoll Butterfly chair, consoles by Mahendra Doshi
and Samuel Wilkinson’s Vessel mouth-blown glass
lamps, was selected and sourced in collaboration with
Gupra. Together, the architecture, crafr and design
combine to create a landscape of quiet luxury rooted
in place and built to endure both time and memory.
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First designed by Bijoy Jain with
interiors by Voon Wong of Viewpart
Studio, and now with a set of new
cottages and suites by Wong,
Amaya is a poetic assemblage of
villas, farmlands, walking paths and
waterharvesting systems set on
acres of pristine forest
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Wong's design of the new hand-
built cottages echoes lain's original
intent, while interiors are a blend
af Nordicinspired minimalism and
Wong's own designs

Facing page. top right and battom
In Amaya’s restaurant (top right),
the dining philasophy is based on
local ingredients, and a ‘mountain
food sensibility’ combines with
elements of intemational cuisine
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The sione and lime swimming
pool promises rejuvenation
after a trek in the hills
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