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Panaji: The 29th edition of Open Fo-
rum, a Federation of Film Societies
initiative, was inaugurated at the In-
ternational Film Festival of India
(IFFI) 2017, with a discussion on the
new challenges in organising film fes-
tivals.

The initiative has been at the fore-
front of hosting discussions, deliberat-
ing important film topics since the first
in 1988 in Thiruvananthapuram.

At the inaugural, Festival Direc-
tor Sunit Tandon recalled fond memo-
ries of being part of the first Open Fo-
rum in 1988. He vividly remembered
the poster designed by the renowned
G Ravindran and also highlighted the
history of the federation. He wished
the federation all the success and was
certain the discussions will prove to be
enlightening.

Kiran Shantaram, filmmaker and
president of the Federation of Film
Societies of India said that the Open
Forum is conducted to know ‘what to
watch and how to watch’. In context of
the topic of discussion, he noted that
doing the festival individually was a
difficult task. Inadequate infrastruc-
ture and lack of funds are major con-
straints for organising Films festivals.
Film Festivals of International level
could not be possible without the gov-
ernment’s proactive support, he added.

International
Film Festival

Federation of Film Societies president and filmmaker Kiran Shantaram (2nd R) speaking at the Open Forum of IFFI
on Wednesday. Others seen from (L to R) are Amnit Agarwal, Rajendra Singh Babu, festival director Sunit Tandon
and Samantha Sartori. Pic: Atish Naik

The details of the consorted work
undertaken by the Academy with the
State were briefed by Rajendra Singh
Babu, chairman, Karnataka Chala-
nachitra Academy, Bengaluru. He an-
nounced the upcoming 10th edition
of the festival dates as February 22 to
March 2. Further, the festival will not
be confined only to Bangalore alone,
but Mysore too will be included in the
festival ambit.

New York-based journalist Saman-
tha Sartori, who brings her extensive
knowledge of covering film festivals
was grateful to be present and was ‘re-
ally impressed with the festival’.

Amit Agarwal, head, Internation-
al Alliances, Global Film Festivals,
Noida, noted that while organising a
festival is easy in the digital age, he
questioned the presence of good infra-
structure and planning. He pointed to
Cannes Film Festival as an example
where the team commenced planning
for the next one on the day after the fes-
tival ended.

After the panellists offered their im-
portant feedback on the various chal-
lenges, the forum was opened for audi-
ence interactions.

Next ‘Open Forum’ will be held on
the topic “film making in a changing
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Marathi director and actor Nagesh Bhosle (L) speaks to GT reporter Nibedita Sen.
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After getting a green sig-

: nal from the Censor Board, if a film is

scenario focus on technology, audience,
distribution, economics, screening fa-
cility, etc’ on Thursday, November 23 at
the Old GMC building, first floor, oppo-
site Inox Multiplex, Panaji at 1:30 pm.

Sanja Appel, filmmaker from UK; N
Vidyasankar, festival director, Benga- :
luru International Film Festival; Lu-
ong Dinh Dung, director and producer :
of film ‘Father & Son’ Vietnam; Bharat :
Mirle, filmmaker from Karnataka; :
Robin Sikawar, producer and director, :
Ahmedabad; Joywin Fernandes, film- :
maker from Goa and Shreyans Jain, :
filmmaker from, Bikaner-Rajasthan
will be the speakers.

¢ banned on account of moral censorship,
. then it is wrong, noted Marathi director
. and actor Nagesh Bhosle, while reacting
: to the dropping of two films from Indian
: Panorama section of the 48th Interna-
: tional Film Festival of India (IFFT).

“It is assumed that the jury of Cen-
sor Board knows about a film and has
studied film is some form. After getting
a green signal from the Censor Board,
a body of the government, if a film is
banned on account of moral censorship,
then it is wrong. I do not think it is good
to drop a film after a legal censorship,”

: Bhosle said.

Reacting to the selection of nine

“Banning films on account of
‘moral censorship is wrong’

Marathi films at the IFFI 2017, Bhosle
opined, “This is a proud moment for Ma-
harashtra as a large number of Marathi
films are selected in IFFI 2017. Since the
birth of the film festival, Indian cine-
ma has seen handful names of directors
topping the list on a regular basis. Sa-
tyajit Ray, Ritwik Ghatak, Gopal Krish-
nan had given us a large number of good
films. However, having Marathi films as
a part of the national and international
forum makes me proud of it.”

Awanish Kumar Awasthi, Principal
Secretary, Information, Tourism and
Religious Affairs, Government of Ut-
tar Pradesh and Chairman Film Band-
hu, speaking at the knowledge series
at the film bazaar organised by the na-
tional Film Development Corporation
(NFDC) at Miramar, on the sidelines of
IFFI-2017.

Open Pitches by UP, Telangana at knowledge series at film bazaar
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Panaji: Two sessions with the offi-
cial representatives of Uttar Pradesh
and Telangana were held at the knowl-
edge series at the ongoing film bazaar
organised by the National Film Devel-
opment Corporation (NFDC) at Hotel
Marriott, Miramar.

The representatives of two States
spoke about the subsidies and bene-
fits offered by them and how they plan
to boost filmmaking and make it a
smooth affair. The discussion was done
primarily with the intent to make the
filmmakers participating at the film
bazaar aware of the benefits and ser-
vices offered by them.

Awanish Kumar Awasthi, Princi-
pal Secretary, Information, Tourism
and Religious Affairs, Government
of Uttar Pradesh and Chairman Film
Bandhu, said, “On behalf of the Uttar
Pradesh government, I would like to
congratulate the IFFI and the Minis-
try of Information and Broadcasting.
We would love to continue our associ-
ation with IFFI and Uttar Pradesh will
continue playing a pivotal role to boost
filmmaking in India. We are looking
forward to developing the state into a

Awanish Kumar Awasthi (R), Principal Secretary, Information, Tourism and
Religious Affairs, Government of Uttar Pradesh and Chairman Film Bandhu,
speaks at the knowledge series at Film Bazaar at Miramar. pic: Atish Naik

filmmaking hub and with such associ-
ations we plan to make more creative
investments like developing a film in-
stitute in Varanasi and a film city in
Lucknow.”

Dulam Satyanarayana, the award
winning documentary filmmaker who
is working closely with the Telanga-
na government to promote State tour-
ism remarked, “I am glad that we have
been offered such a great platform by
IFFI and film bazaar to boost tourism
and filmmaking in the State of Telan-
gana. It has also given us an opportuni-

ty to showcase the State to producers,
distributors and other members of the
filmmaking fraternity as an exciting
filmmaking location.”

The State Film Offices seek to un-
derstand the sensitivities involved
while filming in various locations so
they can assist the filmmakers with
specific requests and give them what
they want.

Knowledge Series, has over the
years tried to evolve into a conver-
gence point for the film industry to en-
gage in conversations around emerg-

10 States showcase their
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Panaji: As many as 10 States have col-
laborated with the Film Facilitation
Office (FFO) of the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting and the Na-
tional Film Development Corporation
(NFDC) to showcase their locations
to various filmmakers from India and
abroad at the ongoing film bazaar at
Hotel Marriott Resort, Miramar.

The film offices of Delhi, Gujarat,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Lakshadweep,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Ra-
jasthan, Telangana and Uttar Pradesh
provide a platform to showcase loca-
tions and incentives that will benefit
both the States and the filmmaker.

The FFO on behalf of these States

presented the various film incentives
offered by them to filmmakers includ-
ing giving an overview of their film pol-
icies to the participants of the co-pro-
duction market. In doing so, the FFO
urged the filmmakers to participate in
joint discussions with the States so as
to understand how they can integrate
the locations offered by them into their
narratives and at the same time lever-
age the benefits offered for filming in
their jurisdiction.

The fact that India has 12 inter-
national co-production treaties with
Bangladesh, Brazil, Canada, China,
France, Germany, Italy, Korea, New
Zealand, Poland, Spain and UK and
Northern Ireland, was also highlight-
ed. Structured meetings have been set
up between the State Film Offices and

ocations at film bazaar

the filmmakers from the co-produc-
tion market over a period of four days
at the film bazaar, which is under the
banner of the International Film Festi-
val of India (IFFT).

It was impressed upon the filmmak-
ers to keep in mind the guidelines,
rules and regulations while filming in
alocation.

Co-production market is a platform
where selected projects with South
Asian themes are presented. Filmmak-
ers get numerous avenues to find finan-
cial and artistic support from Indian
and International producers, distribu-
tors, sales agents and financiers. This
year 18 projects were presented in the
co-production market from India, Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, Canada, Afghani-
stan and Nepal.

‘Village Rock Stars’ focuses on village children
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Panaji: Rima Das, who directed As-
samese movie "Village Rock Stars’ said
that the film was about the children in
villages without any resources but they
dream high. Though they are out of re-
sources, they celebrate their life. “Mum-
bai experience helped a lot to get the sto-
ry on screen, said Das.

The story of the film revolves around
the Dhunu, a 10-year-old girl who lives
in remote part of Assam amidst rag-
ing depravation. A free spirit, she firm-
ly believes in the power of her grand
dreams. Her widowed mother strug-
gles to make ends meet but, despite the
poverty, Dhunu is determined to form a
rock band with the boys in her village
and wants to be the proud owner of a
guitar. She remains undeterred in the
face of gender discrimination, the lack
of support from the boys and a society
that threatens to pull her back.

Sharing her experiences about the
non-feature film “The Waterfall’ (En-
glish), Lipika Singh Darai said, “We are
moving away from nature where we be-
long. There is always a conflict of de-
velopment and environment. On a visit
to his cousin Nilu’s beautiful hill town,
city kid Karan immediately takes to the
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Film directors Lipika Singh Darai (2nd L), Anik Dutta (3rd L), Ajay Kurane

(2nd R) and Rima Dias (R) addressing a press conference of their films

screened at the ongoing IFFI.

deep forests, he marvels at the bounty of
nature in the small town. He soon learns
that the waterfall they visited will soon
be destroyed to make way for develop-
ment projects. Deeply disturbed, Karan
finds himself in deep contemplation
about the conflicting progress of devel-
opment and importance of conserving
nature.

Anik Dutta, director of Bengali
non-feature film "Meghnadbod Roho-
syo’ said that it is not easy exploring the
complex urban relationships through
non-feature films. He said that there is
a good future of non-feature films in
India. The story of Meghnadbod Ro-
hosyo is about Chingi, a mute girl. Her
father an Indian army officer loses his
life while on duty. Chingi lives with her
mother and grandfather nurturing viv-
id memories of her father, his teachings
and the gift of a tri-coloured pinwheel
that she spends most of her time with.

When the statue installed in her father’s
memory is demolished, Chingi takes
it upon herself to restore her family’s
pride. However, a shocking revelation
awaits the family.

Marathi non-feature film "Baluta’ is
about barter system. Director Ajay Ku-
rane said that the story inspired from
WhatsApp Message. Women'’s empower-
ment is what everybody talks but when
it comes to reality it is totally different,
said Ajay Kurane. In rural Maharash-
tra, it is never imagined that woman
being a barber. Despite all odds Shanta-
bai, accepts the traditional job to meet
the both ends. Shantabai, a young wom-
an, mother of four daughters, loses her
husband and is on her own without fam-
ily support. Baluta is her tale of strug-
gle, bravery and most of all, the self-be-
lief of a woman who defies all odds and
proves to the world that stereotype is
just another word.

ing trends, their genesis
and therefore the way for-
ward - in cinema aesthetics
and the business of it. The
focus is on providing con-
versation starters to film-
makers from the various
labs that define film bazaar.

The sessions will also
introduce officials to sales
agents who engage in
Asian content like Asian
Shadows and Shoreline
Entertainment,  provide
them a platform to interact
with the Festival Directors
and Programmers from the
top most festivals of the

co Miiller

world Cameron Bailey (Ar-
tistic Director, TIFF), Mar-

tor, PYIFF), Paolo Bertolin
(Correspondent Program-
mer, di Biennale Venezia,
Venice Film Festival), Dor-
othee Weneer (Program-
ming - Berlinnale, Berlin
International Film Festi-
val ) and get insights into
how content aggregators
and platforms like Vista,
Reel Monk, 1018mb, Mov-
ie Saints et al help deliver
monetising opportunities
using the digital and inno-
vative outreach methods.

(Festival Direc-
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Tour Code Days

W4 04 Indore Ujjain Mandu 16,990
LO 07 Delhousie Dharamshela Amvitsar - My Fair Lady 29,9907
CS 07 Romantic Kerala-Honeymoon -37,990"
RC 07 Rajasthan Marwad-By Air 44.990°
RH 08 Colden Triangle-By Air 45,990

16,990
27,490
35,490
38,490
42,490

E Europe - America 2018
1

0 Bonanza Prices
' Multiple Amazing Offers

EUROPE TOURS 2018 - 19

TourCode Days

PA 06 Paris Brussels Amsterdam 95,000
EQ 08 Tulip Special with Germany  1,31,000
EE 10 ltaly Austria Swiss 1,61,000
ES 15 Central Europe 1,91,000
E6 14 Best of Europe 2,15,000
EY 13 Scandinavia with Midnight Sun  2,75,000
SOUTH AFRICA TOURS 2018 - 19 @

TourCode Days

VE 08 Mysteries of Egypt 1,10,000
VK 05 Kenya Safari 1,10,000
VS 07 South Africa with Pilanesberg National Park ~ 1,45,000
VT 07 Tanzania - Great Migration Special ~ 2,25,000
V1 15 South Africa Kenya with Victoria Falls ~ 2,65,000
M2 05 Mauritius 75,000

Mumbai 022-24332222
Tardeo 022-23515151
Pune  020-66465555
Karve Road 020-66485055
Nagpur 0712-2421717

READYMADE HOLIDAYS
1800 22 1100
022-24332222

Supe; Saver Deals - Christmas, ew

India 2018

Special Offers
New Bonanza Prices

New Year Celebration Deals

we make it special, we make it classic, we make it big,
we make it memorable, we make it happen because
we make it the best for you!

.

Ye

SC 09 Kerala Kanyakumari-By Air -5+,890°
RB 10 Rajasthan Mewad-By Air ~ 54;890
SB 11 Kerala Kanyakumari-By Air 59:890
NR 07 Darjeeling Gangtok-By Air 56,990
NP 08 Nepal

45,990
50,990
51,990
52,990
55,990

January to March Tours

Lowest Prices For
Season Special Tours

AMERICA TOURS 2018 - 19
Tour Code Days
UE 06 USA - East Coast

N

1,40,000
UM 06 Yellowstone & Mt. Rushmore 1,80,000

UW 08 USA West Coast 2,00,000
U3 13 USA - East and West Coast  2,70,000
U1 19 USA with Bahamas Cruise 3,60,000
UD 21 Canada Alaska 4,50,000

~— JAPAN CHINA TOURS 2018 - 19 @
I\

TouCode Dags

JN 06 Images of Japan 1,25,000
JC 09 Splendid China 1,35,000
JJ 07 Best of Japan 1,50,000
JK 09 Japan Korea 1,99,000

JA 09 Japan Alpine Route-ashikaga Flower 2,05,000
J1 14 Japan China 2,35,000

For the convenience of tourists to avail christmas & new year offers, all Kesari branches are open on 26 Nov 2017 from 10 am - 6 pm.

Thane 022-25330000 | Nashik  0253-2311515
Borivali 022-28939999 | Goa

Vashi 022-27809999 | Panjm 7208095723
Vasai 0250-2380444 | Madgaon

Panvel 022-27491616 | Old Market 7208095724

Kesari offices will remain open this Sunday from 10am to 6pm ¢ Call Centre 8 am to 6 pm

ar Celebration Tours

I Christmas - New Year Tours

Celebration Special
Last Minute Deals

~— AUS &NZ TOURS 2018 - 19

A3 14 Australia New Zealand

~

World Class Travel Company

FT 07 Thailand 64,000 60,000
NN 09 Darjeeling Cangiok Pelling-By Air -86:000° 66,990
WS 05 Singapore - Chota Break -8+060° 79,000
M1 07 Mauritius 134600 1,30,000
FH 07 Hong Kong Macao Shenzhen 1,48;660 1,05,000

5
oy

" Travel Karnival 2017

' 25Nov Nashik
: Coming soon at Nagpur

TourCode Das
Al 08 Images of Australia

AT 08 Tasmanian Retreat 2,30,000
AN 11 Images of Australia 2,30,000
AA 13 Australian Escape 2,60,000
AC 12 Delights of Australia New Zealand ~ 2,75,000

3,15,000

OFFBEAT INDIA TOURS @
Tour Code Days

WK 04 Khajuraho Jabalpur Panna National Park 16,990~ 14,490
W9 04 Shravanbelgola Belur Helebidu Chikmenglr 17,990~ 14,990
MA 06 Anandvan Hemalkasa Somnath & Tadobam 21,990~ 16,990
SL 06 Telangana Triangle 22,990° 20,990
NJ 08 Auli Ski Holiday 35990" 32,990
NX 10 Leh with Zanskar valley chadar trek 66,990° 55,990

Ana Fonte 9930922284 | Sanqueim 7875797000
Mapusa 9011603555 | Belgaum 7208095720
Ponda 7208095729
Vasco 9763703944

www.kesari.in
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