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BREAKING NEWS

African wildcat that escaped Vernon Hills home
and roamed for hours dies after being captured
By Ilana Arougheti
Chicago Tribune • Published: Nov 20, 2023 at 6:13 pm

A small wildcat called a serval has died after running loose for three hours in

Vernon Hills Saturday night, according to Vernon Hills police.

The serval was first seen around 7:16 p.m. on Saturday, Vernon Hills police

said in a statement. A 911 caller reported seeing something that looked like a

bobcat in Vernon Hills’ Grosse Point subdivision.

The cat chased down a neighbor, cornering her as she walked her dog, the

caller said. Using a photograph, Illinois Department of Natural Resources

personnel said the fugitive feline was a serval, not a bobcat.

The serval was owned by a Grosse Pointe couple, who worked with police to
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1/3/24, 1:55 AMWildcat that escaped Vernon Hills home dies after being captured
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catch the wildcat after nearly three hours.

“I believe this is a first for us, as far as an exotic pet being on the loose and

generating this much concern from the community,” Shannon Holubetz,

deputy chief of the Vernon Hills Police Department, told the Tribune.

With long necks and massive ears, the small wildcats native to North Africa

are capable of causing significant injury.

Servals can live for about a decade in the wild, growing up to 40 pounds. The

camouflage-capable carnivores eat rodents, snakes, birds and frogs, hunting
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more efficiently than lions, according to National Geographic.
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It’s legal to keep servals as pets in Illinois, but not to sell them. Vernon Hills

ordinances allow exotic pets, though that could change after Saturday’s

incident, Holubetz said.

“We will be kind of taking a holistic look at our local regulations, our village
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ordinances, surrounding exotic pets,” Holubetz said.

The owners believe the serval got out of its enclosure while they were away

from home, according to Vernon Hills police. While transporting the serval

back into its enclosure, the cat sustained fatal injuries, police said.

“This is an unfortunate incident, and we extend our condolences to the

animal’s owners for their loss,” Vernon Hills police Chief Patrick Kreis said in

a statement. “The keeping of exotic pets in suburban environments, though, is

not without risk.”

No people or additional animals were injured by the serval, Holubetz said.

While an investigation is still open, he doesn’t expect further penalty for the

serval’s owners.

Serval sightings have happened before in Illinois as housebound wildcats give

their private owners the slip. A serval named Reese escaped its apartment and

ran wild on the north side of Decatur in October.

Vernon Hills is about 35 miles northwest of Chicago.

ADVERTISEMENT

Stephen Colbert’s ‘The Late Show’ pulled until next week as host recovers from…
First this fall, another round with COVID-19 shuttered Stephen Colbert’s “The Late Show.” Now the…
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