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on to get a Ph.D. in Applied Economics
from Zurich, Switzerland (which explains
the ‘Dr." in his name) and later returned to
America to lecture at various universities.
He is now settled in India and lives off his
investments quite comfortably. He plans to
write: books, “which no one will dare
publish,” including dne on corruption in
?'ﬁh places and another on Muslims in
ndia.

Given his iconoclastic background, it is
only natural that he takes the truth about
the matrimonial ad. in his stride. “It came
as a very pleasant surprise,” he assures me
“I was glad that some magazine actually
took the trouble to get a genuine response
to this subject: Ours is an absolutely
hypocritical and male-oriented society.
Women should be more militant. Perhaps
education is the answer. I don’t know.

Sometimes I'm quite pessimistic about this
issue. Our country is slow to move,
whether it be repairing a road or repairing
society.” Dr. Lotia himself wants his wife to
be a good friend and thinks that marriage
to a widow is bound to succeed because
she is more likely to be mature. “A widow
with a child wguld be even better,” he says
as a parting shot. . _¢

The Males behind the Mail. Who were they?

A total of 207 replies were
received in response to the
advertisement. Of these, 7
were from watchful rival
matrimonial agencies offer-
ing their services! A
statistical sis of the re-
mainder revealed that:
* 66 per cent of the
respondents were Hindus.
(The advertisement clearly
stated caste/religion no
bar.)
*15.5 per cent were
Muslims.
* Another 15.5 per cent
were Christians.
* The remaining 3 per cent
were lumped together
under the broad category of
‘Others’ which included
Parsis and Jews.
* The respondents were
quite well-padded financial-
Iy. Only 16 per cent admit-
ted to a monthly income of
less than Rs.1,000. 38.5
per cent wrote that they
earned between Rs.1,000
and Rs.2,000 a month. And
45.5 per cent claimed to
a monthly income of
Rs.2,000 and above.
* Another surprise finding
was that 76.5 per cent of
the men wanting to
the widow were bachelors.
Only 6.5 per cent were
widowers and 17 per cent
were divorcees.
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G one letter r
that the girl’s horoscope be
sent.

* 'As always it was the
human aspect that proved
most interesting. The let-
ters, often fumbling at-
tempts at introductions,
were sometimes unwittingly
funny. Excerpts:

“Like others I also drink,
but the difference is that 1
drink with my eyes.”

“Can you give details of
your first marriage — but if
it hurts, don’t write any-
thing. It’s O.K.”

“As one soul in search of

d

drifting along, probably, in
hopeful search of anointing
peace and solace, and, an
island of balm; if things
shape well and crystallise
God’s will, if they don’t
click, let it all melt away
like dew before the sun.”

“I possess clear and sharp
masculine features and a
standing height of 188 cms.
with excellent mental and

physical strength i
of genetic/sexual strength.”

“l am very fair by Indian
standards. My friends are of
the opinion that I am better
looking than most Hindi
film actors.”

“I am unemployed but
please do not treat me like
an untouchable. You must
be aware how difficult it is
to get a job nowadays.”

“In your reply letter, please
convey the reason for your
widowness and about your
mother tongue, family and
if any bizarre behaviour.
Please also mention about
all other matters not
querled here.”

“I want a sincere,
fashionless life-partner.”

“I wanted to remain a
bachelor but now I have
been ordained by saints to
setupasa.householder hence
I am responding to your ad.
My spiritualism combined
with your medical talent

may ease tensions and
misery among fellow
ings.”

“Re: A date with destiny to
fill up a vacancy in the
heart.”

“I am looking for a girl who
s intelligent, sincere, ac-
tive, honest, well organised
and truthful, preferably tall,
slim and medium to fair

complexion.”

“The only snag in you is
that you are a widow but
this can be a snag in the
view of other people. I am
somewhat more liberal
minded. For me a second
hand Toyota is far better
than a first hand Premier
Padmini.”

“I wish to assist you 24
hours in your d
and housework also. It’s my
wish to be with my love,
working together.”

“I am a very sexy man. By
the style of your ad. I know
that you are also in the
same way
Rajneesh.”
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