
                                                    Some Great Tips For Starting A Ranch Operation 

Living on a ranch is a dream that lots of folks make come true. It can be paradise but hard work is still 

involved to keep a ranch and livestock cared for properly. You get to learn a mix of skills that you can 

master with practice. You also get to use plenty of your ideas including uses for the land.  

Even with the work loads, it can be fun and rewarding on a ranch and it is up to each rancher to decide 

what’s joyful to them. Your family will be there to assist you & it's wise for you all to add your collective 

sense of humor, creativity, and ingenuity in while doing the duties to get them over and done with.  

The legendary westerns Rawhide, Bonanza, The Big Valley, & The High Chaparral only gave us some of 

what ranch life entails in an entertaining way while still being realistic. Here are some more things that 

you need to know. 

Think About Location Before Acquiring Land 

Take some time to research where you want to have your ranch then you can pick a good location that 

suits you & your family. Ask the real estate agent or land developer about what kind of wild animals are 

in the area and likely to venture onto the property. You want to know the history of the land so contact 

the Environmental Data Resources to get a plethora of background info, then you will know if you want 

to buy it or not.  

You Will Have To Rise Up Very Early Every Morning 

When you have a ranch, you will have to wake up so early to get started on chores. Cows and/or horses 

need to be tended to ensure that they are okay & they have to be inspected thoroughly daily. The calves 

and cows need to branded and immunized and you can place ear tags on them also. 

You'll need to retrieve some hay from the barn, water your crops, see what needs to be fixed, dig some 

ditches, chop wood, mow your land with a tractor, take care of your other animals, investigate your land 

to make sure that predators regarding wildlife have not trespassed, and more. Feed the cows and calves 

throughout the days & evenings. There's also a nice amount of cleaning that has to be done on your land 

to help keep things in order.  

You Get To Raise Newborn Calves 

Taking care of cattle will do wonders for them and your heart. When lady cows have babies, you get to 

bring up lots of those calves to be full grown & healthy & they become like family to you. You will get to 

laugh a lot more after coming up with funny names for them. 

Rotate Your Cattle, Horses, and Crops 

Move your cows and horses around to various pastures of yours so that the overgrazing doesn't happen. 

The plants and grass need to recuperate for quite awhile before your cows & horses can eat there again. 

Overgrazing can cause the erosion and give miscellaneous weeds chances to develop and take over. Dirt 

depletion can occur when your crops are not rotated so relocate those too often. 

 

 



The Weather Can Cause Setbacks At Times 

The hail, sleet, snow, ice, hurricanes, tornados, & earthquakes can cause damages to your ranch which 

can cause setbacks. So try to be prepared as much as you can for those certain weather conditions and 

natural disasters. Check the forecast and updates so that you are in the know. The weather can change 

from good to bad instantly. 

The Fences Need To Be Checked 

Examine all of the fences on your land to find out if any repairing or replacing needs to be done to them. 

You will get a workout from that tour or you can ride one of your horses. The fences are so important to 

your land. 

Lassoing 

You will have to lasso calves, cows, & horses at times & you will learn one of the most complicated skills 

that cowgirls & cowboys will have to do on the ranch. Start with creating a honda knot which is circular. 

Distribute the rope's tail end into a loop then duplicate that step with the rope's tail end. 

Constrict then run the tail's end through the 1st loop that you have made & now you have the overhand 

knots. Grip & haul until it is snug which causes the 1st loop to become smaller than it was then it will get 

hard & strong. You will complete the honda knot after gliding the other tail’s end into the last overhand 

knot.  

Put In Corrals and Irrigation Systems 

Living on ranch calls for having corrals & irrigation systems that will be highly beneficial to your land so 

put some in. The corrals keep your livestock from going astray and the irrigation systems provide your 

land with water that it needs to grow stuff. The best irrigation systems are basin, furrow, border, drip, 

and underground.  

You Will Have To Do Bookkeeping 

Managing your finances on the ranch is a key to ranch life also. You can use your number knowledge, 

QuickBooks, and Sage 50 to be your own accountant plus you have family members there to provide 

assistance as well. Do not let bookkeeping stress you out. Just hop to it, do it, focus, and get it done.   

Come Up with Various Ways To Make Money 

You will also need to broaden your horizons regarding what you use your ranch for. It will be so wise to 

come up with a variety of products to sell to help your income to grow. You can use your creativity and 

imagination to do a lot of the refreshing spin-offs and hybrids of vegetables, fruits, jams, syrups, peanut 

butter, meat, plants, and more. You can have art exhibits in a barn or other outbuilding. 

You can do deals with some of the wind power, gas, & oil businesses. You can teach children, teenagers, 

and adults how to lasso, ride horses, & operate a ranch. You can build other real estate on your property 

to lease or sell to the locals. You can have contrasting tours & parties and even rent out some spaces on 

your ranch.  

 



There are some folks in your community that will want to have some of their weddings, gatherings, and 

events on your land so just ask around plus advertise effectively. Design business cards, flyers, graphics, 

mobile applications, websites, banners, widgets, RSS feeds, & so much more to really help elevate your 

marketing game. Use your social media accounts to let your followers know. 

Conclusion 

So being an early riser, taking care of the cattle & horses, & rotating the livestock are some of the keys 

to running a ranch efficiently. So is crop rotation, fence & corral examinations, lassoing, counting your 

revenue, & having your income coming to you in numerous directions. So get your plan together & go 

for it for your family. 


