THANA ADDAS

PLACING THE ABAYA ON A HIGH FASHION PEDESTAL

The abaya is one of the most iconic items of
clothing when it comes to female fashion in
Saudi Arabia and other countries across the
Arabian peninsula.

Traditionally, the abaya is a long black over-
garment that all women must wear over their
clothing when out in public. Unlike the burga
or niqab, abayat leave the face and hair
uncovered, and modern interpretations often
move beyond plain black styles to embrace
a range of brighter and more decorative
alternatives.

For fashion-conscious Saudi ladies, the
reinvention of the abaya over the last decade
has seen it become more of an extension

of one's personal style, largely owing to the
intfroduction of different cuts, splashes of colour,
and the use of more luxurious fabrics and trims.
One of the most prominent Saudi designers
working to keep abayat in line with current

trends while remaining respectful to local culture
is Thana Addas.

Thana established the Thana Addas Haute
Couture Abaya Label in 2003 as a way of
expressing her creativity and keeping herself
busy after resettling in Jeddah after a decade
in the United States. Passionate about design,
she drew inspiration from her father Jameel
Addas — known for his high quality fabric shops
located around Makkah - and as a result, Saudi
Arabia's first Luxury Abaya Fashion House came
into being.

Thana's one-of-a-kind abaya creations resonate
with her signature style, which centers on chic
patterns, sumptuous fabrics, flowing cuts, and
infricate detail. Past collections have included
abayat with geometric patterns (including some
based on traditional Saudi designs), textured
lace appligué and woven trims, decadent
velvet burnout fabrics, subtle embellishments of



beads, shells and Swarovski crystals, and unique
details including chunky front zippers. The main
body of her work shows an inclination toward
classic black and white colour combinations,
but she also uses elemental charcoals, greys,
and silvers, and occasionally intfroduces other
soft, natural tones including moss green, coral
pink, and warm burgundy. She is renowned as
being the first designer to create the “double
abaya"; a double-faced abaya featuring fabric
of a contrasting colour on the inside.

Thana's target market is "“women of refinement
and sophistication who seek to stand out with a
timeless and classic appeal”. With her elegant
boutiques currently trading in Jeddah, Riyadh
and Dubadi, it is unlikely she will run out of eager
buyers any time soon.

To get a sense of her style and view previews of
new collections, please visit her Instagram page
at: https://www.instagram.com/thanaaddas/
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