
Types Of Corgis - Guide To Pembroke vs Cardigan Corgi Breeds 

Corgis are one of the world's most popular dog breeds. With their extroverted and pleasant 

temperaments, these friendly social dogs won the attention and hearts of owners worldwide. 

Corgis are small in stature, yet they are enthusiastic and eager to be a companion. Because these 

dogs come from a working heritage, many owners are astonished at how much enthusiasm Corgis 

possess. 

However, did you know the types of corgis? Corgis are classified into two breeds: Pembroke and 

Cardigan. While they may appear to be related, these two types are not. Get to know the 

difference! 

 

Pembroke Welsh Corgi vs. Cardigan Welsh Corgi - 3 Main Differences 

1.) The tail 

If you're unsure how to tell the breeds apart, the most apparent distinction is that the Pembroke 

lacks a tail. Why? It isn't because they aren't born without one. Instead, it's due to a tradition 

where Pembroke's tail must be docked or cut off. Initially, it was believed that Corgis' tails should 

be docked to protect them from being stomped on by a cow when herding. Given Corgis' modest 

profile, this appears to be a fair concern for owners. 

2.) The Ears 

The Cardigan has rounded ears, while the Pembroke has erect, pointed ears. Most are born with 

their ears flat, gradually becoming upright as they grow. 

3.) Personalities 

Both Corgi breeds are outgoing and friendly, but Pembrokes are significantly more so than 

Cardigans. Pembrokes are characterized as "always up for a good time." Still, Cardigans spend 

their time assessing situations before engaging in or becoming a part of them. As a result, 

cardigan Corgis are slightly more timid and cautious than other Corgis.  

 

Pembroke vs. Cardigan - History & Heritage 

Although they share a similar name and an even more similar appearance, the two types of 

corgis are unrelated. 

Both dogs originate in Wales, where they assisted farmers in herding cattle. However, they 

originate in distinct regions of Wales, and the Cardigan is around 2000 years older than the 

Pembroke. 



Cardigans are among the oldest dog breeds in the United Kingdom, having most likely been 

carried to Wales approximately 1200 BC. They assisted in the herding of cattle and guarded 

animals, protected homes, and served as hunting dogs. 

Pembrokes lived with craftsmen in Belgium and visited Southwestern Wales in 1107 at King Henry 

I's invitation. They assisted weavers in herding cattle and sheep when they created new 

homesteads. 

For a lengthy time, the two types of corgis were interbred, and the AKC classified them as a single 

breed. However, due to the confusion and claims of unfairness that resulted during judging, they 

were finally split into two Corgi breeds, officially in 2006. 

 

Pembroke vs. Cardigan - Personality & Characteristics 

Corgis are both friendly, gregarious, and athletic dogs who happily spend time with the family. 

They are at their happiest when included. They despise being not a part of their families' 

activities. These dogs' characteristics make them excellent with children. Both breeds have a 

hardworking ancestry, which accounts for their intelligence. They require early training and 

socialization. 

Both are kind and loving toward their immediate relatives, and both have a weak place for 

youngsters. However, they are fond of them and adore being seated alongside them. Having said 

that, because they are both descendants of herding dogs, youngsters must be monitored to 

prevent swarming or pinching behavior. Additionally, they are recognized to get along with other 

pet dogs and animals, making them ideal for houses with several pets. 

 

Health Concerns That Affect These Two Types Of Corgis 

While both Corgi breeds are usually considered healthy, each breed is predisposed to specific 

health problems. Both species are prone to some health problems, they also have several 

frequently discovered concerns. Spinal difficulties, hip dysplasia, and eye diseases are all ailments 

that both breeds are prone to. Make sure that your Corgis does not leap or walk up or down the 

steps. 

Cardigans are not susceptible to some health problems that Pembroke Corgis are. These are von 

Willebrand's disease and heart problems. Accelerated retinal atrophy and degenerative disc 

disease are common in Cardigan Welsh Corgis. Additionally, Cardigans can survive up to 15 years, 

whereas Pembrokes live an average of 12 to 13 years. 

 

 



3 Fun Facts About The Two Types Of Corgis 

1.) A Fairy Legend 

According to some, the corgi is an "enchanted dog" that fairies and elves adore. The magical 

creatures used the dogs to draw their carriages and serve as their combat steeds at night. The 

patterns on a corgi's coat, according to mythology, resemble the vague outline of a seat and 

collar. 

2.) The Royal Family of Corgis 

Queen Elizabeth II has owned around 30 corgis throughout her life. Though she recently lost her 

final two corgis, Whisper and Willow, she still has two mixed Corgis named Candy and Vulcan. 

3.) Corgi Originates from the Word, "Dwarf Dog." 

The derivation of the name "Corgi" is obscure. According to others, it is a combination of the 

Welsh words "cor," which means to watch over or gather, and "gi," which is a variant of the Welsh 

word for dog. Others believe that the term "cor" denotes dwarf and that when combined with 

"gi," you get a dwarf dog. In either case, these attributes absolutely apply to Pembroke.  

 

Final Thoughts 

Both Corgi breeds make excellent family pets. Whichever option you choose, it will be a great 

introduction to you and your household. Due to the modest variances, you could select the Corgi 

type that best fits your and your family's lifestyle. 

Do you own a corgi? What do you like the most about your type of corgi? 

 


