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W hen Kim Budil came to Livermore  
from Chicago in 1987 as a graduate  

student studying lasers at Lawrence  
Livermore National Laboratory, she didn’t 
expect to stick around. But 36 years and  
many roles later, she’s still at the lab—and  
is now its director.

“I loved feeling that whatever I was doing 
had real purpose behind it,” says Budil, an 
experimental physicist. “I wasn’t just doing 
science—which is also very important! But for 
me the satisfaction came from being part of a 
team trying to solve real-world problems. That 
has kept me here through many career arcs.”

At the helm of the renowned laboratory, 
with 7,900 employees and a $2.7 billion 
operating budget, Budil will certainly help 
tackle some of the biggest issues of the day, 
from national security (modernizing the 
country’s nuclear deterrent), to climate 
resilience (high-fidelity computer model-
ing), to viral response (countermeasures for 
emergent or engineered pathogens). When 
travel restrictions are eased, she’ll frequent 
Washington, D.C., to brief the president’s 
cabinet on the state of the country’s nuclear 
weapons stockpile.

It’s a remarkable role, and Budil doesn’t 
take lightly the fact that she’s the first 
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