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BE IT EVER

SO HUMBLE

Sailor returns to Philippine

orphanage for emotional
homecoming

By Mass Communication Specialist
2nd Class Jason J. Behnke

hirty sailors fromthe amphibiousdocklandingship

USS Pearl Harbor (LSD 52) and embarked Marines

assigned to the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit
took part in a community service project at the Chil-
dren’s Shelter of Cebu in Cebu, Philippines, on May 28.

During the day-long project, the group of sailors and
Marines helped to clean and make improvements to the
shelter as well as spend time with the 80 children who
reside there.

For Seaman Joy Bonnett, a sailor assigned to Pearl
Harbor, the event was more than just a community ser-
vice project. It was an emotional homecoming, as she
previously lived at the shelter for eight years.

“] didn’t think T would cry, but I did,” Bonnett said.
“Once I saw my house parents that took care of me from
when I was 5 years old to 13 years old, and the aunties
that helped take care of me, it was heartwarming. I
really felt like I was back home.”

Bonnett said she has fond memories of the years she
and her five siblings spent at the shelter.

“My mom couldn’t raise us, and my dad passed away
when I was 5,” Bonnett said. “So she thought it was bet-
ter for all of us to be together at an orphanage rather
than being raised struggling with her.”

That’s how she came to know her second family at the
Children’s Shelter.

“We take care of kids who don’t have families,” said
Mitch Ohlendorf, executive director of the Children’s
Shelter of Cebu. “The kids might be orphaned, they
might be abandoned by their parents or they might be
neglected to the point that their parents just can’t take
care of them.”

Ohlendorf said Bonnett’s story is a familiar one to the
employees who run the shelter.

“Hers is a unique story in sev-
eral ways as well,” Ohlendorf
said. “Most kids probably don’t
stay here as long as she did. It’s
because larger sibling groups of-
ten take longer to get adopted.
There just aren’t a lot of families
available willing to adopt older,
larger sibling groups.”

Ohlendorf said luckily for her
and her siblings, two young Min-
nesotans came into their lives.

“Her adoptive parents came
here to work in our school for a
couple of years,” said Ohlendorf.
“Joy and some of her brothers
and sisters were students. They
got to know the kids and fell
in love with them and adopted
them.”

Bonnett said the couple ini-
tially got close with her autis-
tic younger brother and ul-
timately fell in love with the
whole family.



“They were 27 and 24 at that
time,” Bonnett said. “That’s
amazing to have six kids at 24
and 27 years old.”

Bonnett said the transition
from living on the tropical is-
land of Cebu to the chilling
winters of Middle America
brought a few more challenges
than just learning how to deal
with snow.

“I’d get in trouble sometimes
because I wasn’t used to some-
body telling me what to do,”
she said. “I remember feeling
confined in a family situation.
In the orphanage you can do
whatever because there are so
many kids. It was hard dealing
with the rules at first, but I ad-
justed.”

Bonnett said her family in
Richfield, Minn., has grown
over the years. She now has 10
brothers and sisters. Her par-
ents adopted two more children
and had two of their own.

With less than a year in the
Navy, Bonnett found it surpris-
ing that she was able to accom-

could visit, we pull into Cebu,”
Bonnett said. “I was pretty
excited to go back; I’ve always
wanted to go back. That’s why
Ijoined the Navy—to get mon-
ey to go back to the Philip-
pines. 'm grateful for it.”
Bonnett said she had hoped
to visit her birth mother dur-
ing the visit as well but was
not able to due to her mother
living on a different island.
“Ill probably go back
someday to visit her,” Bon-
nett said. “My family back in
Minnesota is my real family
now, but I’d still like to meet
her someday.” o =
By day’s end,J the group
of sailors and Marines had
trimmed a row of overgrown
hedges and performed other
maintenance at Bonnett’s for-
mer home. However, the real
impact of the visit came from
the time they spent with the
N ey R
“Every acted really
well with the kids. The kids
were having a lot of fun,”

N

e

Seaman Joy Bonnett was

OPPOSITE PAGE AND ABOVE:

reunited with many of the
caregivers she knew from her

eight years at the Childern’s

plish one of her life goals of go- Bonnett said. B :!'_; Shelter of Cebu.
ing back to visit the shelter. ; ‘
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VIDEO LINK

VIDEO LINK

Rescued

fox assigned
new mission
as ambassador
for wildlife
conservation

By Sharon StephensonPino
PHOTOS: OFFICIAL U.S. NAVY PHOTOGRAPHS

avy installations aren’t
ordinarily thought of
as animal rescue shel-
ters, but San Clemente
Island, a live fire bombardment
range 68 nautical miles off the
coast of San Diego, is home to a
few animal species, including the
island fox. This is the story of how
one abandoned young fox became
the furry face of the Navy’s wild-
life conservation program.

In March, an infant fox was
found curled up, helpless and
alone, beside a San Clemente Is-
land road. The pup would not

Garth’s

excellent
Navy
experience

have survived in the wild at such
a young age, so Navy wildlife biolo-
gists took him in to care for him.
“At his age, he should not have
been on his own,” said Daniel Bite-
man, a Navy biologist for the In-
stitute for Wildlife Studies. “After
consulting with our veterinarian
and other senior staff members,
we decided to put him back out
in a cage for the night with some
food and water. We placed three
trail cameras around him, to take
video clips when motion-triggered.
We returned the next morning and
checked the video clips and did not



find that the parents returned for
him. We again checked at noon
that day with the same findings.”

Melissa A. Booker, who also is
a Navy wildlife biologist on San
Clemente Island, said that it is
normal for parents to return for
their pups. But after 23 hours with
no sightings during the surveil-
lance, they knew that the fox pup
had probably been abandoned.

The pup measured little more
than the size of a hand when he first
arrived and weighed 460 grams
(about 1 pound). After a few months
of care, his size tripled to 1.6 kilo-
grams (3.5 pounds), and he had de-
veloped a playful personality.

“He has really taken to people
and constantly wants to be played
with,” Biteman said. “He has a
number of toys, little tennis balls,
and a stuffed rabbit he likes to
throw around. If he sees us walk-
ing near his pen and we don’t im-
mediately stop to play with him, he
makes a little whooping call noise
and looks up at us with these big
cute eyes.”

The pup isn’t the first fox res-
cued by biologists at San Clemente
Island. A few years ago an aban-
doned and injured pup was nursed
back to health; he now serves as
a “wildlife ambassador” on the is-
land. Newly reporting troops to the
island meet Wayne, named for the

canyon area he was found near, to
get a close, friendly look at the kind
of wildlife they’ll be sharing the fa-
cility with. The new pup was given
the nickname Garth in kinship
with Wayne, a play on the “Sat-
urday Night Live” and “Wayne’s
World” characters played by Mike
Myers and Dana Carvey.

The island fox species eats in-
sects, rodents, fruits and plants.
Biteman said Garth plays with the
crickets he is served for meals be-
fore he eats them. Now that he is
bigger, a new staple, mice, has been
added to his diet. He doesn’t under-
stand the mice are for eating and
doesn’t know how to kill them, so
he plays with them also.

“'m surprised how gentle he
1s. It is entertaining to watch him
play. He will go underneath a sheet
lining in his cage until we pull him
out. He likes to put both his paws
in his water dish and splash around
like a little kid and he makes quite
a mess,” Biteman said.

Garth has also become acrobatic,
performing impressive back flips in
his cage. The fox pup is also becom-
ing sly; he lowers himself during
play as if he is stalking prey.

“He is adding the playful ele-
ment to his predatory technique
when playing with my hand,” Bite-
man explained. Garth also wags his
tail, something wild foxes do not do.

Biteman said Garth exhibits be-
haviors common to both dogs and
cats, but though island foxes are
usually the size of cats, “they are
their own category of species.”

One of the ways that the Navy
has executed its mission to protect
the natural and cultural resources
on San Clemente Island is by work-
ing closely with the Santa Barbara
Zoo. The Navy has established a
relationship where animals like
Garth, not good candidates for re-
lease back into the environment,
are transferred to the zoo.

“We transferred other foxes to
the zoo back in the late 1990s, and
that population has gotten a lot old-
er now with only a few left in captiv-
ity,” Booker said. This Navy has re-
initiated the transfer program with
the zoo so that specialists there can
maintain and exhibit the foxes.

“The Santa Barbara Zoo is in-
credibly thrilled to continue part-
nering with the Navy to conserve
the Channel Island fox,” said Sheri
Horiszny, director of the zoo’s ani-
mal programs.

The San Clemente Island fox, a
state-protected species, is the larg-
est mammal native to San Clemente
Island. Because of the Navy’s pro-
tection and conservation -efforts,
there are more than 1,000 foxes on
the island today.

Continued on page 10
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Biteman, the main biologist
who raised Garth, said he is
negotiating visitation rights
with the zoo and hopes to
be allowed to see him.

“I’'m going to miss this little
guy, | hope he remembers

me,” Biteman said.

Continued from page 9

“The Navy has done a very
good job of managing the fox spe-
cies,” Booker said. “It’s important
for people to understand that and
have an appreciation for this fox,
which is the smallest of the foxes
found in California’s Channel
Islands.”

Now that he is 3 months old,
the Santa Barbara Zoo, which al-
ready has a Channel Island fox

enclosure, is the best place for
Garth. The zoo has an outreach
and education program that will
feature Garth as the ambassa-
dor of his breed to help educate
people. A previous outreach fox
passed away only months ago, so
Garth is the replacement.

Garth was given a traditional
Navy send-off by Cmdr. Walter
Glenn, the officer in charge of
San Clemente Island, who said
Garth is moving on to bigger and
better things.

“Do us proud, be a good ambas-
sador,” Glenn said.

Biteman, who helped raise
Garth in the critical weeks af-
ter rescue, said he is negotiating
visitation rights with the zoo and
hopes to see him soon.

“I'm looking forward to seeing
his new home and seeing where
he going to go. 'm going to miss
this little guy,” he said. “I hope he
remembers me.”

Booker said that Garth had
been kept isolated the entire time
he was cared for by the Navy,
but there is hope that in the fu-
ture there will be a little girl fox
in a similar predicament to be
the first fox to interact with him
and hopefully breed some little
Garths.

“I think he will be a joy for
everyone who gets to meet him.” Wl

StephensonPino is a public affairs specialist at
Region Navy Southwest.



Nicknamed Garth, the infant
fox was found curled up,
helpless and alone on the
side of a road and was
promptly rescued.

Garth was a little more than
the size of a hand when he
first arrived, weighing just
460 grams (about 1 pound).

www.navycompass.com

1"



12

Sk

-
by |
s

(¥

e
P

2nd Class Alan Gragg

ailors and Marines deployed aboard the amphibious
assault ship USS Makin Island (LHD 8) volunteered
their time with children at the Bukit Harapan
Therapeutic Community children’s home in Kota
Kinabalu, Malaysia, on May 19.

A group of Makin Island sailors, along with Marines as-
signed to the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit, interacted
with children in the home and cleaned a drainage trench
on the property.

“The kids are always very excited to have the U.S. Navy
come here,” said Audra Keyworth, the Bukit Harapan ad-
ministrator. “We were also happy to host the U.S. Marine
Corps t00.”

“Even though there is a language barrier, the kids al-
ways enjoy themselves when (U.S. military members) visit,
and the yard work is a big help too,” she added.

After briefly greeting the children, half of the volunteers
split away from the group to take on the task of removing
mud from a drainage trench.

For one of the trench workers, Operations Specialist 3rd
Class Byron Reynolds, the event was his first community
service project overseas. He said he didn’t know what to
expect but was told to wear his Navy Working Uniform be-
cause he might get a little dirty.

“It was a laborious time, but it was well worth 1t,” said
Reynolds, whose lower body was covered in mud after the
project was completed. “If I have a chance to do another
event like this, I will.”

“I will definitely remember this day for all the hard work
we did, but I don’t mind putting in the effort because it feels
great to help people, and it feels even better to help kids
who are less fortunate than us,” Reynolds added.

By Mass Communication Specialist

Lasting
Impressions

Makin Island sailors extend
helping hands during ship’s
first visit to Malaysia

Bukit Harapan provides medi-
cal care, education opportunities
and a caring home for handicapped
and orphaned children, as well as
abused single women.

While the trench work was go-
ing on outside, the other half of the
group was inside the home playing
games with the children.

“First we played Duck, Duck,
Goose, then I colored with them
and took pictures with them,” said
Fire Controlman 3rd Class Thao
Miller. “I had a really good time,
and I will definitely try to do some-
thing like this again, especially if it
involves kids.”

To conclude the day, represen-
tatives from Makin Island’s First
Class Petty Officer’s Association
presented a $500 donation to Bukit
Harapan.

This is the first time Makin Island
has visited Malaysia. The ship and
its crew, along with the embarked
11th MEU, deployed from San Diego
Nov. 14, 2011.

Makin Island is the first U.S.
Navy ship to deploy using a hybrid-
electric propulsion system. By us-
ing this unique propulsion system,
the Navy expects over the course



of the ship’s lifecycle to see fuel
savings of more than $250 million,
proving the Navy’s commitment to
energy awareness and conservation.

This initiative is one of many
throughout the Navy and Marine
Corps that will enable the Depart-
ment of the Navy to achieve the
Secretary of the Navy's energy
goals to improve energy security
and efficiency afloat and ashore,
increase energy independence and
help lead the nation toward a clean
energy economy.

Makin Island is the flagship
of the Makin Island Amphibious
Ready Group that is currently de-
ployed to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of
operations.

The 7th Fleet area of operations
includes more than 52 million
square miles of the Pacific and In-
dian oceans, stretching from the
international date line to the east
coast of Africa and from the Kuril
Islands in the north to the Antarc-
tic in the south. W

Gragg is assigned to USS Makin Island.

U.S. NAVY PHOTOS BY MASS COMMUNICATION
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Battle of Midway ceremony
honors veterans of Pacific
victory on 70th anniversary




A e
oS-l

[nformation is Y
Call MOV 760-415-626% H&F

Lealcy
SR

UseVYourVA Lcanw 2wy a

ATTENTION ALL US MILITARY & VETERANS
ALREADY STATIONED OR TRANSFERRING
TO SAN DIEGO?

CALL H&F Realty Consultants to learn
how you can:

*Acquire REAL ESTATE w/ NO MONEY DOWN
*Benefit from historical low interest rates
*Sell or Rent your current home if you deploy

START SAVING MONEY TODAY & PUT
YOUR BAH and YOUR MILITARY SERVICE
TO WORK FOR YOU!

CALL USNOW: 760-415-0263
HALTF Realty

Ben Foreman CA DRE # 01895942
M. Hamilton CA DRE BKR # 01895749

Email: benforemanre@yahoo.com
mhamiltonRE@yahoo.com




R

A SINIG

the(?-REATEST

AT LEFT: Capt. Ronald Oswald speaks
with a veteran of World War Il during the
Spirit of '45 event held Memorial Day
weekend at Atria Los Posas, a senior
group living home in Camarillo, Calif.
Naval Operational Support Center

Port Hueneme military personnel honored
members of the “greatest generation”

for their service during the event.

GENERATION

Memorial Day event honors service,

memories of WWII veterans

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Kim McLendon

aval Operational Support Center Port Hueneme

military personnel honored World War II veter-

ans during a Spirit of 45 event that kicked off

Memorial Day weekend at Atria Los Posas, a
senior group living home.

Spirit of 45 represents the generation of men and women
who served during World War II and are the nation’s oldest
group of veterans.

“It was such an extraordinary honor to meet and say,
‘Thank you for your service.” These cherished soldiers, sailors,
airmen, Marines and WAVES of America’s ‘Greatest Genera-
tion’ inspire our generation to be better servicemen and ser-
vicewomen,” said Capt. Ronald Oswald, commanding officer,
NOSC Port Hueneme.

The NOSC Port Hueneme Color Guard Detail presented
colors, and Oswald led the Pledge of Allegiance. Personnel
Specialist 1st Class Zachiery Easterling sang the national an-
them and was followed by Makayla, 5-year-old and daughter
of Yeoman 1st Class Shannon See from NOSC Point Mugu,
who sang “America the Beautiful.”

“To be able to (be) present for those who have served before
us 1s an honor. I feel that all events with veterans are very
important,” See said about her and her daughter’s attendance.
“It 1s always nice and fun to hear parts of history and see what
they experienced while serving.”

Oswald pinned flag pins on the
veterans, and Master of Ceremo-
nies Lyndsey Hale, the veterans’
community liaison for VITAS In-
novative Hospice Care, gave the
veterans certificates of apprecia-
tion for their service. Hale is de-
scended from two generations of
military service, both her father
and grandfather, and she is a
Navy spouse whose husband is
deployed.

“It means a lot to our World
War Il veterans to have the young
local military troops here to sup-
port and honor them,” Hale said.

“Being able to shake hands and
share stories with World War II
veterans was an honor and a priv-
ilege, and I salute each and every
one,” said Personnel Specialist
Seaman Taylor Perry. “I proudly
serve and will continue serving
as my heroes (before me) served
to protect my freedom.”



During an intermission, veter-
ans had a chance to tell some of
their stories to the sailors from
Hueneme. Men from all branches
of the service were in attendance,
and two female veterans repre-
sented the Navy WAVES and one
female veteran from the U.S. Navy
Nurse Corps.

Beneva Larcher, a member of the
WAVES, said she supported the war
effort by serving at home so other
sailors could go forward into harm’s
way. She spoke of the way everyone
on the home front supported those
overseas. She talked about the ev-
eryday sacrifices that people took
pride in because they knew what it
meant to “our boys” in North Africa,
Italy and Germany.

Retired Lt. Cmdr. Larry Mullen,
recalled his Navy memories from
NAS Point Mugu and NAS Alam-
eda, flying the Martin JRM Mars,
a four-engine, cargo transport sea-
plane. He was considered a “mus-
tang,” someone who rose in rank
from enlisted to officer.

“I spent most of my time as a
chief (petty officer),” Mullen said.
“Then I flew the Mars.”

U.S. Navy nurse Mary Eileen
Madigan said that she simply loved
to serve and deeply cared for every
sailor or soldier she saw. In her
80s, she speaks clearly and stands
taller as she tells the story of her
time healing wounded servicemen
on a U.S. Navy hospital ship in the
Pacific.

L

Also attending the event was
husband and wife Jay and Millie
Holmes, who have been married 69
years. Jay Holmes was a U.S. Ma-
rine, and Millie Holmes was in the
WAVES.

“I thought they were going to
throw me overboard,” Millie Holmes
said about being in the Navy and
married to a Marine. She modestly
described her service as “just doing
paperwork” during the war.

“It is humbling to listen as they
recount their experiences on the
sands of Iwo Jima, over the skies
of France, on the deep waters of
the Western Pacific, in the forests
of Germany and on the hills of Ko-
rea,” Oswald said.

Hale said that the youngest of
this generation of soldiers, sailors
and Marines are now in their mid-
80s and this summer VITAS is try-
ing to honor as many local World
War II veterans as possible as na-
tionwide. “We are losing them at a
rate of over 1,000 a day.” As a part
of Spirit of ’45, VITAS is archiving
World War II veterans’ recollections
so their stories will not be lost.

“They paved the way, showing
us true honor, courage and commit-
ment, values that we hold forever
dear today,” Oswald said.

The event included the reading
of a true story turned children’s
book, “Eddie and Bingo,” by Connie
Halpern, owner of local bookstore
Mrs. Fig’s Bookworm. It is a war
story about a U.S. Navy photogra-

pher and the ship’s mascot, Bingo,
as told by Photographer’s Mate
Ed McDonald, USS Hornet, to his
daughter, Kathleen Taylor, before
he died a few years ago.

Co-author of the book with Tay-
lor is her mother-in-law, Katherine
Taylor, of Camarillo, Calif., who
shared her family experience from
World War II. She described the
sobering statistic of submariners.
“Twenty percent of the submarines
did not return from battle,” Taylor
said. Her uncle/godfather, Electri-
cian’s Mate 3rd Class John Patrick
King, U.S. Naval Reserve, stationed
on USS Grayback, was part of that
percent.

“We have our freedom today lit-
erally because (all veterans) chose
to offer up their lives as a potential
sacrifice to ensure that freedom.
There are plenty of service person-
nel who never made it back from
many conflicts and wars, who paid
the ultimate sacrifice,” said Build-
er 2nd Class Douglas Hoffman,
NOSC Port Hueneme. “It is my
humble opinion that if we fail to re-
spect and recognize those who did
return, it would be as if those who
didn’t return sacrificed in vain.”

The event concluded with taps
played by former U.S. Air Force
Staff Sgt. Joe Saenz of the local
volunteer Military Honor Detail.

“This is the best opportunity for
us to celebrate our Memorial Day.
We should thank our heroes or love
ones when they can still appreciate
our gesture,” said Master Chief
Petty Officer Terry Delacruz, com-
mand master chief, NOSC Port
Hueneme. N1

MecLendon is assigned to Navy Public Affairs
Support Element West.

AT LEFT: Oswald speaks with another female
veteran from World War Il. “It was such an
extraordinary honor to meet and say, ‘Thank you

for your service.’ These cherished soldiers, sailors,
airmen, Marines and WAVES of America’s *

greatest generation’ inspire our generation to be
better servicemen and servicewomen,” said Oswald,

commanding officer, NOSC Port Hueneme.

PHOTOS BY MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST
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Navy welcomes
USS San Diego to the fleet
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The official party salutes
during a 17-gun salute in
honor of Adm. Mark Ferguson,

during the commission
ceremony of the newest.

San Antonio-class amphibious
transport dock ship USS

San Diego (LPD 22).
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The ship will be homeported
here. It is the only ship in the Navy
homeported in its namesake city.
San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders
presented the commanding officer
of San Diego, Cmdr. Kevin P. Mey-
ers, with the key to the city, saying
it was, “in honor of wel-
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Pacific; and when we face increas-
ingly complex and global security
challenges in an uncertain fiscal
environment.

“Take a good look at this ship
because she will be very busy,”
Ferguson said. “Her time will

be consumed fulfill-

coming America’s finest — > ing the tenets of our
ship to America’s Finest I? x x Navy. She will focus
City.” — on war fighting, she

Adm. Mark Ferguson, s THIRD will operate forward and

vice chief of naval op-

erations, delivered the
ceremony’s principal address. He
said that San Diego and her crew
arecomingintotheNavyatanimpor-
tant time.

“Our expectations for this ship
are very high,” Ferguson said.
“It arrives at a time when nearly
half of our ships are underway on
a given day, when we are surging
forces to the Middle East to deter
the threat of aggression, when we
are rebalancing our forces to the

FLEET

she will spend her time
being ready. This is our
charge to the fleet and the expecta-
tion of our nation that our Navy be
ready to answer the call to defend
freedom on the seas.”

Vice Adm. Richard W. Hunt,
commander Naval Surface Forces,
said he admired the work the crew
put into making this ship a reality.

“Thank you for the dedication,
professionalism and perseverance
you have displayed over the years
as you brought this ship to com-
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missioning,” Hunt said. “USS San

Diego always keep warfight-
ing first. I promise that you will
operate forward. I charge you to
always be ready. It is demanded
by the surface warfare profession
and a mandate for a ship with
this incredible capability.”

The ship’s sponsor, Linda Win-
ter, wife of former Secretary of the
Navy Donald C. Winter, gave the
order to the ship’s approximately
377 officers and enlisted person-
nel to “man our ship and bring her
to life.” With that order, the crew
began a spirited charge up the
brow to take responsibility for the
Navy’s newest warship. Marines
from the 1st Marine Expeditionary
Force, based at Camp Pendleton,
Calif., soon joined the sailors to
man the rails of the ship, as a show
of the Navy/Marine Corps team
that will serve aboard.

After his ship was manned and
brought to life, Meyers told the au-
dience that the San Diego memo-
rabilia donated to the ship by the
city, including street signs, was
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proof that “the city has open its
heart to us and we are truly, truly
appreciative.”

Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class (SW)
Joshua Cuevas said he was proud to
be part of the ship’s first crew, tra-
ditionally known as a “plankowner”
because they were present as the
ship was being built.

“It took a lot of hard work in build-
ing this ship, so to be a plankowner
is an overwhelming achievement,”
said Cuevas, a Miami native.

Cuevas added that having a ship
named for San Diego is fitting.

“The city has always supported
the Navy, and having a ship named
for the city of San Diego in San Diego
is a way of giving back,” he said.

Built by Huntington Ingalls In-
dustries in Pascagoula, Miss., San
Diego is 684 feet long, has an overall
beam of 105 feet, a navigational draft
of 23 feet, displaces about 24,900
tons and is capable of embarking a
landing force of about 800 Marines.
Four turbo-charged diesel engines
power the ship to sustained speeds
in excess of 22 knots.

Sailors cross the brow to man the ship and bring her to life during the
commissioning ceremony of the newest San Antonio-class amphibious
transport dock ship USS San Diego (LPD 22).

is the fourth ship named

for the city and the first to be

homeported in San Diego.

San Diego is the sixth amphibi-
ous transport dock ship in the San
Antonio class and the fourth ship
to carry the name. Her principal
mission is to deploy combat and
support elements of Marine Expe-
ditionary Units and Brigades.
With the capability of transporting
and debarking air cushion or con-
ventional landing craft and aug-
mented by helicopters or MV-22
vertical take-off and landing air-
craft, these ships support amphibi-
ous assault, special operations and
expeditionary warfare missions.
The ship will provide improved
warfighting capabilities including
an advanced command-and-control
suite, increased lift capability in-
creased vehicle and cargo-carrying
capacity, and advanced ship sur-
vivability features. l

Bryan is assigned to Navy Public
Affairs Support Element West.
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Ride
safely

Seabee unit serious
about reducing
motorcycle risks

By Construction Mechanic 1st Class Jason R. Poole

onstruction Battalion Maintenance Unit 303 re-

cently conducted its second quarterly command

motorcycle safety ride since the program’s inception.

The ride, which took place throughout San Diego
County, is intended to raise awareness of safety protocols and
minimize risk while enhancing riding abilities and promoting
safe operation of two-wheeled vehicles.

The rides are required components of the Navy’s Motor-
cycle Safety and Mentorship Program and were established
by CBMU 303 in August 2011. These critical training rides
not only raise awareness and minimize risk but also serve to
improve rider morale and emphasize positive behavior while
operating two-wheeled vehicles.

As with any Navy command, the priority at CBMU 303 is
safety. The command’s goal is to decrease the number of mo-
torcycle- and ATV-related mishaps.

“Riding a motorcycle fundamentally exposes its operator to
risks not associated with a operating a car. With proper train-
ing, operational risk management and safety precautions,
these risks can be mitigated and even eliminated to some
extent,” said Lt. Cmdr. Jeff Bartlett, the Seabee unit’s
commanding officer.

Strict guidelines have been implemented for all personnel
who either own a motorcycle or are thinking of purchasing
one. It starts when each member of the command receives a
motorcycle safety brief at Command Indoctrination and then
signs a Page 13 stating that they either own a motorcycle, do
not own one but wish to or do not own and do not plan to own
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a motorcycle. In all cases, the Page
13 states what training is required
to own and operate a motorcycle as
a member of the Navy. Lastly, all
CBMU 303 sailors and Seabees are
expected to be familiar with and
follow the Navy Traffic Safety Pro-
gram guidelines while signing up
for the command’s Motorcycle Safe-
ty and Mentorship Program.
Construction Mechanic 1st Class
(SCW/EXW) dJason Poole recently
led a group of on-road riders on a
six-hour safety ride throughout San
Diego County. On the same day, and
as an extension to the command’s
motorcycle safety program, Con-
struction Mechanic Chief (SCW) Ian

The command’s goal is to decrease

the number of motorcycle- and

ATV-related mishaps.




Youngs led a small group of off-road
riders on a safety ride of their own.

The off-road group started in
Lakeside, Calif., where they met
and convoyed to the Plaster City
Off-Highway Vehicle Area. The
area provided ample opportuni-
ties to test individual riding skills
over a variety of terrain.

The on-road motorcycle group
started their ride from Naval
Base San Diego and rode east to
Lakeside, Calif., and visited the
Barona Speedway. Poole observed
that the track can provide a place
for riders and drivers to safely and
legally drag race. His intent was
to discourage illegal street racing
by demonstrating that there are
safe alternatives. As the group
continued their ride northward
and stopped in Julian to refuel,
Poole took the opportunity to talk
about proper riding techniques
and touched on proper riding gear
in different weather conditions.

These rides were coordinated
to include skilled and experienced

riders to demonstrate safe motor-
cycle and off-road vehicle opera-
tions to junior riders. Riders were
able to get hands-on training
about lane sharing, riding around
curves, and traffic safety. Not
only were these rides for training
benefits, but they were also orga-
nized to place a positive image of
the command’s motorcyclists to
the local populace.

The clear message to riders
from CBMU 303’s Motorcycle
Safety and Mentorship Program
is: “You are an irreplaceable de-
fender of the freedoms we enjoy
in this country. To your friends
and family, you are absolutely
unique and priceless. Therefore,
we are offering you an opportu-
nity to pledge your commitment
to safely operate your motorcycle
and other vehicles in every situa-
tion, watch out for your fellow
riders and come back alive.” B

Poole is assigned to CBMU 303.
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1st Class Eli Medellin

ore than 200 sailors, Marines and Navy civil-
ians participated in the Naval Weapons Sta-
tion Seal Beach fifth annual Environmental
Sustainability and Wellness Fair on May 24.

The fair promoted environmental awareness as well as
personal health and fitness.

More than 30 local environmental organizations and fitness
centers set up booths to exchange ideas and opportunities in
the area.

“Our main goal is education,” said fair organizer Marcelle
Miller, a base environmental protection specialist. “I want ev-
eryone to take away from here a way that they can change
their lives, either at work or at home, to make a difference for
the environment or for their health and fitness.”

McGaugh Elementary, a local school, also sent their
kindergarten and third grade classes to show their knowledge
of environmental awareness.

“That’s my favorite part of this event,” said three-time at-
tendee Mineman 3rd Class Courtney Sutphin. “Every time
I come to this event they have different fun displays. This
year they recycled old T-shirts into pillows, they made trash
bags for cars and even made a diagram to show how pollution
affects the beach.”

Mineman 2nd Class Mathew Brewer explained that it was
a “win-win” situation for his family. Seeing the local venues
made him more aware of the local support available for mili-
tary personnel and their families in the community.

Brewer, whose wife and 5-year-old daughter also attended
the event, said he enjoyed the fitness booths the most.

“I always try to help my daughter be more active and show
her that being active is good,” he said. “That’s how I want her
to live.” N

Medellin is assigned to Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach.

By Mass Communications Specialist

| Healthy
environment,
M healthy people

Seal Beach fair promotes
sustainability, fitness

ABOVE: Mineman 3rd Class Courtney Sutphin listens
as McGaugh Elementary School kindergartener Mily
Verdugo shows off her display during the fifth annual
Environmental Sustainability and Wellness Fair aboard

Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach.

BELOW: Master-at-Arms 2nd Class Jessica Reed and
her husband, Kyle, check out an environmental
display created by a third grade class from nearby
McGaugh Elementary School during the fifth annual
Environmental Sustainability and Wellness Fair aboard
Naval Weapons Station Seal Beach. More than 200
sailors, Marines and civilians viewed displays from the
school and more than 30 vendors and environmental

groups during the event.

U.S. NAVY PHOTOS BY MASS COMMUNICATIONS
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CALIFORNIA HOMES ARE ON SALE
Learn How Military Can Buy A Home With No Money Down

www.militaryhomebuying.com

No Down Payment, No Mortgage Insurance & No Money Needed To Move In
In Many Cases Your 1¢t Payment May Not Be Due Until Your 2" Month

$1,500 A Month is Learn the Secrets of Home Buying Search MLS to Find Your Home
The Same as Owning a ot
BT D B * Free New Home Listings

¢ Free Foreclosure and Fixer Lists

¢ Free Bank Owned Property Lists

¢ Free Evaluation, What’s Your Home Worth
¢ Free Investor News Letter

¢ Free Credit Report and Pre-Approval

Any Size Home,
New Construction &

.. Call Larry Today
Condominiums (619) 988-4700 s
I hort Sal
Proudly Serving Our Military in All of Southern California LarDrzE m‘;gfiithy F°7f4?|ﬁi‘:;eafﬁcfélﬁasiﬁxi'c’f"s

CAVITIES & CROOKED TEETH
IN NORTH COUNTY
BEWARE...

THE SUPER HEROES OF N
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY & B e

ORTHODONTICS o 4

ARE HERE!

B Chula Vista Eastlake Oceanside *
. 345 F Street Suite 260 2226 Otay Lakes Road 3625 Vista Way
| @& Chula Vista, CA 91910  Chula Vista, CA 91915 Oceanside, CA 92056 L) _

DENTISTRY FOR CHILDREN AND TEENAGERS 4 BRACES FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS
We offer the latest techniques in childrens dentistry, teeth whitenting and CLEAR braces!

Phone:(760)or(619)DENTIST(336-8478) ¥ www.TheSuperDentists.com

www.navycompass.com 27




NOW LEASING

Inspired.
Beautifully.

* 1,2, & 3 Bedrooms

= Gated Community

= Urban Window Design

» Stainless Steel Appliances

» Dishwasher = Microwave

= Central Heat & Air

= Walk In Closet (select apts)

= Assigned Covered Parking

* Trash Chute

= Full Size Washer/Dryer in each
apartment

= Sundeck/Lap Pool/BBQ Area

» Resident Lounge

* Close to Freeway, Downtown,
Shops & Dining

» Minutes to 32nd St., North Island
Naval Station & Balboa Medical
Center

Whether you are new [o the natural
splendor of Southern California, or you are
a native of the area, you will surely be
inspired by the effortless comfart and
seductive beauty that awaits all who
choose to call Centro home,

Be one of the first to experience Centro
Reserve your new home today

45 East 12th Street « National City, CA 91950
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Weapons
and
warfighters

Seal Beach missile shop
celebrates 20 years of
fleet support

By Mass Communications Specialist 1st Class Eli Medellin

avy Munitions Command

CONUS West Division

Unit Seal Beach employ-
ees reached major milestone June
9 with the 20th anniversary of
the command’s Standard Missile
Intermediate Level Maintenance
Facility.

The missile shop, which officially
opened on June 9, 1992, marked a
significant improvement in the Seal
Beach Naval Weapons Station’s
ability to support the Standard
missile. The Standard is the Navy’s
primary area air defense weapon.

“Prior to 1992, the propulsion
dock, production, testing and qual-
ity assurance were all in differ-
ent locations,” said Richard Dan-
ner, an employee at the base since
1979. “They would truck missiles
from the old production building
across the street to test them here
then truck them back.”

The introduction of vertical
launch systems into the fleet
necessitated a more modern build-
ing, and having a much larger
space brought all departments
together into one building, consol-
idating the work at one location.
The layout for processing also
became more effective.

Since the opening of the missile
shop, the missiles have evolved
from Standard Missile 1 to Stan-
dard Missile 2, and now the facil-
ity is starting to take on Evolved
Sea Sparrow Missile mainte-
nance. The ESSM is the Navy’s
newest medium range self defense
weapon and is capable of using
the same test sets already in place
for the Standard missile.

“In the past few years we have
upgraded to an improved test set,
which simulates flight,” said test
set operator Vinh Nguyen. “The



sophistication of the test set has
evolved with the weapons.”
“Production and maintenance
data is now electronically pro-
cessed where it used to have to be
hand-written,” added Missile Di-
vision Head Mike DeLuna, a 21-
year employee at the base. “It has
now become a robust data system
which was created here. This is a
key to quality and response time in
returning weapons to the fleet.”

In the 20 years since the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony, the missile
shop has processed close to 20,000
weapons for both the U.S. Navy
and many allied navies who also
use the Standard missile. “We are
pushing the weapons out as fast
as we can get a hold of them,” said
Diane Fodness, the command’s
Missile Department Head.

“The civilians who work here
are 89 percent former military,

and a majority have been here for
more than 20 years, giving you a
more established expertise,” Fod-
ness said. “We have a very low
supervisor-to-employee rate and
we're spread out through several
missile programs which keeps us
cost effective, and that’s a winning
combination.” W

Medellin is assigned to Naval Weapons
Station Seal Beach.

www.navycompass.com 29



usicians from Navy Band Southwest taught, mentored and
performed with students from the Mark Keppel High School Aztecs
band at Naval Base San Diego May 25. The students participated
in specialized group clinics for brass, woodwind and string instruments. Later,
the high school band performed patriotic pieces by John Philip Sousa and a
New Orleans-style jazz concert with the Navy band. Mark Keppel High
School is in the Los Angeles County city of Alhambra, Calif. B

PHOTOS BY MASS COMMUNICATION SPECIALIST 1ST CLASS BILL LARNED
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CALEN DARf Events

Naval Air Weapons
Station China Lake

www.navylifesw.com/chinalake/events

JULY 4

Fourth of July BBQ

Noon, Oasis Pool

First 50 patrons get a free hot dog, chips and
water. Barbecue available while supplies last. Pool
fees apply.

Naval Base
Coronado

www.navylifesw.com/sandiego/events

AUG. 16

Military Parent Resource Night
6-7:30 p.m., Burress Auditorium

South Bay Union School , District Office

601 Elm St., Imperial Beach

Enjoy an evening of fun with fellow military fami-
lies, the Commanding Officer of Naval Base
Coronado and your SBUSD superintendent, all
while learning about the military resources in
your area. Free refreshments and prize draw-
ings make the evening more fun. Free childcare
will be available. Reserve a space by emailing
kelly.donahue@navy.mil.

Naval Air Facility
El Centro

w w w . navylifesw.com/elcentro/events

Naval Air Station
Fallon

www.navylifesw.com/fallon/events

Naval Air Station
Lemoore
www.navylifesw.com/lemoore/events
JULY 4
Fourth of July Celebration
4-6 p.m., Gym & Fitness Football Field
The whole family will get a kick out of free games,
entertainment and other activities. Picnics, coolers,
blankets and chairs are welcome. Food and drink
concessions provided by NAS Lemoore commands
and organizations. Fireworks will start at about
9:30 p.m. Live music by The Trip.

32 JULY/AUGUST 2012

Naval Support
Activity Monterey

www.navylifesw.com/monterey/events

JULY 10

Travel/New Student

Information Fair

11 a.m.-1 p.m, Barbara McNitt Ballroom
Stroll through the Travel/New Student Informa-
tion Fair and visit with more than 60 vendors who
will share exciting and fun opportunities for local
leisure time. Lots of giveaways and fabulous
prizes.For more information, call (831) 656-3223 or
email itt@nps.edu.

Naval Base
Point Loma

www.navylifesw.com/pointloma/events

Naval Base
San Diego

www.navylifesw.com/sandiego/events

JULY 14

NBSD Auto Skills Monthly
Training: Oil Change &

Under Car Inspection

9 a.m., Auto Skills Shop

Learn general preventive vehicle maintenance from
a certified mechanic on the second Saturday of
every month. The free workshop includes refresh-
ments. No vehicle needed to attend, just bring
a pen and notebook and dress accordingly with
closed-toe shoes. Call (619) 556-7009 to reserve
your space.

JULY 21

Olde Gym Strength Challenge

9 a.m., Olde Gym

The free Olde Gym Strength Challenge consists of
a tire flip, hex bar hold, drag medley and truck pull.
For more information, call (619) 556-9509.

JULY 26

The RECYARD Luau

5 p.m., Bldg. 221

It's a tropical get-away in our own backyard, fea-
turing authentic Hawaiian dishes and Polynesian
dancers. Open to junior enlisted and guests, 18 and
older. For more information, call (619) 556-5085 or
email soli.lawson@navy.mil.

NOTE: For events at Naval Base Coronado, Naval Base Point

Loma, Naval Air Station Lemoore and Naval Air Facility El
Centro, visit www.navylifesw.com.

Naval Weapons
Station Seal Beach

www.navylifesw.com/sealbeach/events

JULY 4

4th of July Freedom Festival

4-10 p.m., Navy Golf Course, Cypress

The festival is the Navy’s primary local 4th of July
event thanking and honoring the contributions and
sacrifices of military personnel and their families.
More than 1,500 sailors, DoD civilians, military re-
tirees, community members and their families will
celebrate an All-American Independence Day.

Naval Base
Ventura County
www.navylifesw.com/
ventura/events

JULY 16-AUG. 3

Junior Lifeguard Program

The NBVC JR. Lifeguard Program is for youths
10 and up. Instructors will introduce students to
fundamental lifeguarding skills, including first
aid and CPR, rescue swimming skills, lifeguard
fitness training and more. For more informa-
tion about the course and registration fees, call
the NBVC MWR Aquatics Department at (805)
982-4752 or (805) 989-7788.

AUG. 2

Heat of the Summer

5K/1K Kids Run

10:45 a.m., registration; 11:15 kids run;
11:30 5K; Picnic Pavilion, Point Mugu

Stay active even during the dog days of summer
with this 5K and 1K fun run. This event is free to
all hands, with no pre-registration necessary. For
more information, call (805) 989-7378.

AUG. 18-19

NBVC Point Mugu Surf Contest

7 a.m.-5 p.m., Surfer’s Beach, Point Mugu
One of the most secured surf spots in America will
once again be open to the public. For two days in
August, NBVC Point Mugu will allow public visitors
to see and surf the famous break of Point Mugu.
This annual event benefits NBVC Quality of Life
Programs for service members and their families
stationed at NBVC. NBVC hosts this community
engagement event to highlight its award-winning
environmental stewardship of the sensitive wet-
lands and beach areas within the base’s gates.
Garnering worldwide attention from the surf
community, this event should not be missed. In
addition to the surfing, visitors will enjoy live music
and an extensive surf vendor village.
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TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAMES!

The San Diego Padres are proud to honor the
Armed Forces, and special promotions at PETCO
are just a few of the ways the Major League
Baseball team supports and pays tribute to the
military community. Throughout the season, the
Padres not only recognize Navy personnel, but
all branches, veterans and military families with
appreciation nights. In addition, military in uniform
can receive a 50 percent discount on tickets at
Sunday home games. Padres tickets are also
sold at MWR/MCCS locations throughout
the county.

2012 PADRES
MILITARY APPRECIATION NIGHTS

July 8:  U.S. Marines Appreciation
July 22:  California National Guard Appreciation
Aug. 5:  U.S. Coast Guard Appreciation
Aug. 19:  Salute to Veterans
Sept. 9:  Military Family Appreciation
Sept. 16:  U.S. Air Force Appreciation
Sept. 30:  Military Salute; POW/MIA Appreciation

For more information about the Padres’ military appreciation efforts,
visit http://sandiego.padres.mlb.com/sd/military/outreach.jsp
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