[T’S NOT JUST}
ABOUTTHE |/
BUBBLY...

Southern Champagne-Ardenne is home to
many traditional French hand-made crafts,
beautiful towns and villages steeped in
history and art. And then there's the
champagne. i | takes a tour
of Aube and Haute-Marne




AT THE SOUTHERN END  OF
{'h.l|1||:1.1_|_',|1»-:—.-"l.n!r.'r1||.r.-, Aube and Haute-
Marne  form  the “like
champagne’. A stay in  the
départements” precipal towns of Troyes or

disirict  of
EW

Chaumont offers the opportunity o stock
upy on champage whilst mking in the rural
|_J.|.|:||. ._|_'||.d SUK '.'1_':1.-'|_|'|:-_1 At .IIT.'t'f.' o artasarn ¢ I!'.Iri!"-.
Aubes central town of Thoyes & a
bustling, country town with narrow streets
half~timbered
capital  of

11
ing by wrain from Pans and
has some excellent hotels and restaurants,

with
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bualclings. former

stopover if ravel

Troyes  (pictred  lefi) also  prowvides an
excellent base from which to explore both
Aube and Haute-Marne by car.

Taking the A5, the main arverial road
that and Chaumane, |
headed straight for the Champagne
Route of the Cote des Bar. The route

links Troves

handily links a number of mdependent
champagne producers scartered between
a series of picturesque villages. Ten can
be counted beoween Celles-sur-Qurce
and Essoves alone.

Loches=sur-Ource 15 the home of the
tamily run Champagne Rachardor, which
owverlooks the lush, sunny slopes of the
Charce Valley A tour of the Richardor cellars
unravels several champagne producing
Madame HRichardot = a

congenial host and lets visitors into, the

INysierics,

secret l.'l-r.L i'l-;."l'l'r.‘\i'r harvest:a ALITITEY SLETATIET,

which 1snt too warm, and then rain for a
few days before harvest to make the grapes
bigger She also reveals that Aube has 3
Burgundian climate, ideal for growing
make  fruiny

champagne. Unfortunately 2003 hasn'

pinot noir grapes  that
been a gmn{ yiear T he surimiies was too hait
and produced small; shrivelled crops,
Visitors are welcome o w-ump!l:.' the
chamipagne and to adomire the breathtaking,
panoramic views of the vineyvards below
the tsting room whilst toastng themselves
the
Fradition
Richardor, which tastes of summer fruoits

betore an invitng log fire. [ mstec
impressive  Champagne  Brut

bt mosint 11I:' LiTIJL]]‘. ".'n-'l[ll L8 i'l{'l'i l.'||.I['L'. .I1L|.'|

the more rounded Cuvee Prestige
Fenowned for its production of Iugh
guality grapes, Champagne Richardot also
produces grapes for 60 clients including
Veuve Clicquot Pomandin

The early Troves champagne  fairs,
intraduced i the 1ikh century, soon led to
a demand for crystalware and effeetively
created  another  champagne-related
mdustry in Aube. The village of Bayel is

situated at the crossmoads of the D396 and

L OLAUVIEAA T IN E=A SRININE

the D47 and houwses champagne’s List cryseal
manufacturer, Set up m 1666 by a Murmo
glassmaster called Mazzalay, it became a
natural oyal court supplier to Lows XIV.

A g:lh{ul tour of the I-.ut{:lr} by sy

guide Jean-Claude Duvivier reflects this
proud history and reveals a close-knir
factory operation with 160 employees. The
skilled craftsmen | meet display a terce
pricke and camaraderie with which they go
about their work. Hiving worked ac the
vieurs,  thew
old fshoned  bur

factory for the lase 20
craftsmanship 18
rsTrerising o wiitch.

Foermarkabily all Bavel crystalware 15 still
hand blown, Stens and bases are added
wparately to each gliss and each finshed

item 15 unitormily cooled o M) -.ll:}'_r-.'l.'a in

an annealing nnel After quabey checking
for thickeness and Haws, rims are precisely
icut, sand blisted and heated to produce a
curved hip, then cooled and packaged for
distribution o either the Dayel factory
shop, the larger Paris stores or directly 1o

chents.

CHAMPAGNE FAIRS
INTRODUCED IN
THE 10TH CENTURY
SOON LEDTO A
DEMAND FOR
CRYSTALWARE

GLASS BLOWER: Cristalleries de Bayel




Today the crystal works  prodoces
L'|I.I|H|l.|_|_'1||.' .|_:|.-H.'|1‘1 for Venwe l.'|||'|;'||||3-l,
Ponsardin, pegfuiers such as Hermids, and
haxury oads users such o5 Orient Express
In an attempt to keep op with current
treiacls, the |..I|'[-|-lr'!| 15 CXperimenis with
new techmigues, Dent can be made and

frosted mnto  the '::I..'I"i"-l."\.. and !_'-.i-||| il

platmiam can be used to coat the rims, An
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General de Gaulle (1890=1970) was a

fan of Bayel crystal and ordered it for stare

futictions held at his home La Boisserie in
the nearty towm of Colmmbey-les-deux-
l.Z-_L',lI'-'l"n- Boughe i 1933, La Bowserie was
badly damaged and abindoned  during
Wordd War [1 After 1o restoranon, e Gaulle
returned ab weekends oo write s raemoirs
He died at La Bosserie an 9 Novemnber
19700 froam 4 heart attack at the patiénce
table close to i |I'|JI_._:|::1:II.'-|.'I'-|: sroicdy, wlieh
commmands  stunming  views . of  the
srronmding countryade. The house 5 now
a minsctem with menorabilia from his hie
President of France from 1955 tol 96t
e Ganlle now fies in a simple toanb in the
|ll‘-|n.'ff|.rr Cotombey village clurmchyvard and
i% biiried with his beloved daughter Anne
whase health dictated thar the fanuly settle
i Colombey mather than Paris, A number
af permanent tributes have been laid close
by and a sentry ensares that the General
FiPsI% 1 |'-|'.u = rh:- 1|er\\|:.3|' 5 |.||'|||. '1||n|_ar'.t1_'~1[
(el l:hl.' l.'.'.L|| 4% ONe enters. .'1\ Iy ~1r|l,||i_;_';.

though ondoubtedly les  personal

moriieEnt to De Gaudle, is the giant paok

Granite cross of Lorraine

The old mill wh

La Fleuristerie

W CITALLDOHT



L. CHAMPAGNE-ARDENNE

e
I 5
- L 1
ol
[

Cour du Lion Noir, Troyes (g S M Tioyes Impaossibly narrow streets, Troyes




RENOIR

Charming, peaceful, and rural, Essoyes ks
also famous for the workshop and home
of Plerme-Auguste Renolr (1841-1919)L
The town was the birthplace of Aline
Charigot. Renoir's model and
companion. The couple married in 1890
and bought a home heraip 1895, which
comprised a family residence containing
a small workshop. The new workshop
wias commissianad in 1905,

Aline appears in seversl of fenoir's
paintings including featuring as the
young girlin'a straw hat in The
Luncheon of the Boating Forty, painted
In 1881. Apparently she knew little of
Paris sophistication and so
entertained Renair's famous friends,
including Monet, with hir country
cooking. The couple’s son Claude
appears as a clown in his painting of
the same name, which was completed

in Essoyes in 1909,
An aura of calm and stillness

surrounds the house whilsk the
workshop, bullt in 1905, commancds
fantasthc views of the surrounding
countryside wiich ls mainly farmland.
Back butside, a gaggle of geese leads
us on g frosty but sunny moming Lo a
peaceful country cemetery where
both Renoir and his wife are buried.
The graves are casily recognisable—
baoth have memorial busts made by
Aenoir's apprentice Guino,

Ranaoir's workshop Is currently open
ta the public but thie family home
ramains a private propoerty, The owner,
Renoir's great-great-granddaughter
Saphie recently spoke at the Courtauld
institute in London and gave a vivid
portrayal of her happy chitdhood In
Essayes She also admits to frequent
visits 10 the Musse d'Orsay to see her
favourite Renoir paintings.

Today, visitors can retrace Renoir’s
footsteps and take a walk along one of
the many Renoir-related walks in
Essopes. They can even eal the same
maals he used to enjoy at 'Hbtel des
Canotiers. set to apen on 12 March
2004. The hotel restaurant will sarve
recipes belonging to Rencie's mother
that Plerre-Auguste shared with
Matisse and Maillol in Essopes.
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granite crovs of Lorrine that dominates the

Colombey skyline. Erected in 1972, ut
personifies e Gaulles notion of la glore
and ook five months to buald from when
the foundation Block was first lnd.

P south of Colombey, another
thriving  cotape  industry  peculiar o
southern Champagne-Arndenne s o be
found in the rural village of Crees in the
Hante-Marme deépartement. The Moulin
de la: Fleuristerie # the only rematmng
foral design centre in France and thrives in
the river valley thar powers iis impressive
water wheel. Having remained an exclusive
secret for over a century, La Fleuristerie
anly recently opened to the pubhe.

A tour-of the mll expliins. how an
anpresave total of 2,300 different Howers ane
made and offers 3 history, of s eardy
frcarnation as a working four mill The old
rull wheel is sull vsed today o power an
electric turbine to provide the necessary 110
volts to light its workshiop Indde, three hardy
local women brave the cold o operite
origing machmery dating back o 1945,
inclading  Joons that work in gross,
Particularly intrigamgz is a wooden apparatus
for cuttng Hower stems, which ane then
dipped in cowicous and dyed with food
colouring to produce Livender flower.

Ohwaing 1o s mencpaly 55 the only
operanon of s kind m France, the mill



naturally produces flower pars for haute

couture howses. Chanels Spring/Summier
200 collecton nicluded an embroidened
cumielli dres mde with pink b fromm La
Fleursterie, It abo supplies flowers for
nulhmery; the confectonery mdustry and for
interior deag and wedding acoessonies,

Fon El:"-l"-'.' 1T '.I i arimsan crabts,

santhern Champagne-Ardenne i difficult

ESSOYES: birthplace of
Alime Changot, Renair's

model and companion

o beat. In addinon w champagne,

.'r'n.'-.:_l|\'..|l'l.' .|I|-.| |I.|||I|.' coitiang I]n\'. ers, rE|-_-
resrion also boasts basket weaving in Fayl
Billot, cutlery making in Mogent and
wrought imonwork . in the villiges of
Domumarnn-le-Frane, Somvevoire  and
Whsew Whether vou ke the Parss train to

Troves  or Chawmont, you wont be

disappointed. =

CHAMPAG

IE-ARDENNE

CHAUMONT
Charmant Is the principal toven of Haute-
Marre and doubles as the administrative
capital of Champagne. a tithe it stole from
thve qusaing neardry fortified toemn of Langres,
Builly on a rocky limestone spur, it was the
formier residence of the Counts of

‘Champagne during the 13th contury,

A guided tour of the ald town reveals
the 15th and 16th conturdes. Perched over
tha grey cobbled sireets of th rue
Menseigneur-Desprez, they sport elaborate

doors and tiny elevated roof windows.
Quirky corbelled turmets were alwo

curmningly employed to house spiral
staircases in onder ta minimise bullding tax,
The e du Palais leads to the keep of
the comtes de Champagne. which s all
that now femalng of the old chatead.
Towdring 45 metres above the Suize
Valley, it commands a speciacular view of
Haute-Mame's forests, rivers and verdant
countrysidie, An impressive viaduct
designed by the civil engineer Decomble
runs across the Sukze Valley beyond the
towrn and can be traveried by walkers,
Back in the heart of the old town, the
basilica of Saint John the Baptist i

‘anather striking plece of architecturs and

demonstrates both sarly and late Gathic
styles, It also howses many interesting
stainied-glass windows, pews and

Bouchardon woodcarvings, including the

high altar and the pulpit,




RESTAURANTS

AUBERGE DE LA MONTAGNE

(7 MICHELIN STAR)

Arlette and Gérard Matall run this
classically decorated Michelin-starred
restaurant with beautifUlly |aid tables and
attentive staff. Palntings of country
scenes and the low-key buzz of regional
chatter lend an atmosphere of sedate
elegance, A fabulous 10-course meal
includes such delights as a mushroam
soup with mussels. salmaon spring rolis
with sweet and sour oysters, and 3 melt-
in-the-mouth créme bridde.

17 rue de la Montagne

52330 Colombey-les-deus-Eglises
Tel:{Fry3 2507 51 69

TERMIMUS REINE

The highlight of the Terminus Reine,
handily situated by Chaumont station, i
Its excallent restaurant, After truffie
hunting with Frangols Jehles charismatic
chef, you can cook the truffles you find
and then tuck into a three-course truffle
extravaganza, Courses include salmon in
a delicious butter sauce with grated
white truffles, venison with taglatelle and
trufiles and ice cream with a grated black
truffle sauce.

Place du Général-de-Gaulle

52000 Chaurmont

Tet;{Fri 3 2503 66 66

HOTEL LES REMPRATS

Owners Dominique and Gérard Guy offer
good food and fdendly, helpful service. |
can recommend the kir royal
accompanied by some ingenious amose-
bouches, in particular the sardine paté
and 1oast. As a main course, the duck in
red-wine sauce with cold pear was
excellent,

72 e de Verdun

52000 Chaumont

Tet: (Fr) 3 25 3264 40

gne festival s
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Basiligque St-Jean, Chaumont

HOW TO GET THERE

By train: Eurostar from London
Watertoo to Paris Gare du Nard, then
TGV frovm Paris Est to Troyes (90
minutes). Book with Rall Europs,

| teb 08705 848 848,

whanw ratleurope.couk

By car; Dover-Calais ferry crossing of
Eurotuninel, then AZ6 to Troyes. PO
Fermies, tel: 08705 20 20 20: Eurotuninet,
tek 08705 35 35 35,

W eurotunnal.com

BEST TIME TOVISIT
March to October

WIHERE TO STAY
Royal Hagel

22 bd Camot

10000 Troyes
Tek(Fi32573 1999

Hostellerie de la Chaumiéne
&1 Route Nationale 19
10200 Arsonval

Tek (Fri 325 27 9102

Au Rendez-Vious des Amis
4 place du Tillewl

52000 Chamarandes
Tek(Fri325 32 20 20

Hétel Les Remparts
72 rue de Verdun
52000 Chaumaont
Tek(Frl 32532 64 40

CONTACTS
Comité Départemental du Tourisme de
I'Aube

34 quai Dampleme

10000 Troyes

Tet: (Fri 3 25 42 50 00,

www aube-champagne.com

Comité Départemental du Tourisme of
dlu Themmnalisme de I Haute-Mame
40 bis, av Foch

52000 Chaumant

Tek (Fri3 25 30 39.00;

Wi lourisme-hautemame.com

Champagne Richardot

38 rue Rend-Cuinton

10110 Loches-sur-Ournce
Tek(Frk325 2971 30

Open every day by appointment
encept Sundays

Office de Tourisme, Bayel
Tek{Fi3 25924268

Renoirs Workshop, Essoves

Open 15 May-1 Now, 2pm-6.30pm
Tel:(Fr} 3. 25 38 56 28

L Maulin de s Fledrstene
Tel: (Fr} 3 2500114 72

La Boisserie, Colombey-les-deux-Eglises
Tel(Fr}3 250152 52

Cpen Feb-Nov, Wed-Mon by private
appointrment



