


TRAINS

[RAVEL LOIR-ET-CHER

of feudal chiateau, Lavardin

, TOWNS

AND TROGLODYTES

A visit to Loir-et-Cher reveals a small region full of diverse history and
attractions—both on and off the fast TGV track—as PENNY PARKIN

ISCOVETS

FERCHEL BESIDE THE LOIR
Villey rourrist train on a bridgze mVirennes,
IGv
Mtlantique shot past underneath. Monsieur

we  watched  ansfied a5 the

Liermann, our driver, leapt down from his
th and explained that on 20 May 1900 the
TG

".||r|-_||:n:|:_1.|l-.'.|n}1 1 srmtlae steeteh of track

irain had  beaten  the pegord,
it an astomshing 320mph. Back aboand our
I50s-stvle preen and yellow carringe, we
onneed our Journey at o much more
edave  Jhwph.  Despite his  elderdy
passengers, M Crermain wasn't done with
s agle theatrics. Scrambling past us 1o
semmbark at an womanmed level crossing,
¢ Proc éeded to wove a2 red il 12 il the

it non-existent Sepoember raffic

Feverang back along the trick, we

headed on past a furviale landscape of

verdang forests and white, limestone clifls wo
the sleepy town of Montoine-sur-le-=Loir,
which sprang to fame during World War 1]
on 24 Octaber 1940, thanks to a meeting
between Hider and General Pétmin, The
towns remote location, four-lme ralway
station angd S0%9-metre-long tunnel offered
a number of escape routes and protection
fromt an ar attack. Monrodee el was 10
retite that it could easily be shot down for
i l|-|'!|' in order oo Pre— TPt imy asassination
arreripds o Hitlers hie

Hitlers mam resson bor the IRCeiTgs was

to sevure France co-opernation in breakang
lines in the

Enghsh  communication
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Mediterranean. After fuiling to invade
Britain, he France’s
corstderable fleet in Africa with Pétain's

needed acoess o

coisent, Despite his muspivinges, Pécin
e=LLEE

agrecd o the meeting because defeated
France wanted to mitigate the armisoce
conditions  signed on 22 June 1940
Howwewer, he refused to accept another war
without Parliament’ backing as the French
people  were
Mevertheless, the meetme marked the
beginning of collaboraton lretween the
Vichy government and Naa Gerouany.
Adter World War 11, many war films
deraled the use of the French rmilways

exhausted  and  poor

during the battle and the Chivean du Loir
ratlway sation starred m muy such CPICs, s



VLT gall-,h' 1,'!-(]"![.!“!:'11 The smbon ltu.']j,
including various annexes, pladforms and a
level crosing, was used in the film o La
Bataille du ml by Reené Clement, which was
shot in 1945 and recerved a Palme d'Or the
following vear. The station’s restored swing
brracdge, La Iotonde, i the last swang E‘F!uh:w_‘
of 15 kind m Western France and remains ae
the front of the former engine depot close
to the station. Meglected over tune, 1t is in
nesd of either renovation or reorenicnt
Back tovwards Montoire, the simall wwn

of Troo offers some reliel from the trams 1t

you e not an enthusast, The towin self s
famous for i gquitky roglodyvee dwellings,
which nesde inside the town’s white tfa
mck cliffs and peek out in neat rows linked
by rams

nackle paths with steep stone steps.

Some of the dwellings retain  the

prn:h—grd cavie-cdhweller status to this day;

Renovated by enthusuises, they are now

equipped with modern comtors and have
electmicity and running water. 1fvou fancy a
peck mside one of the dwellngs, don’t miss
the Cave Yuccas, Narmow and dark, it is
nevertheless clean and habitable wach any
windows and low ceilings, and exudes
mestalma of bygone days.

A short distmce further along the Raver

' 15 - i .
Loir Vendome 15 ;.li‘.?l“'ll a% o boAwWTLOF are,

stunming but sinister gargoyles and offers
free concerts i s old clojsens nearly évery
weekend in sumimer.

A mour of the toan also offers some
interesting literary landmarks. Starting in
fromt of the racher gramd wwan lell, the per
Foonsard pays homage o the funmous 16th-

century poet, dubbed *prince of poetry’ by

NEATALGIA waglodyte building
La Cave Yuccas

Ciratoran College rom: 1807 o 1813
|'|1|L||_||-|_' “.IH it l:|:|.4|: hl,' ||.||;1,'|| |]|L' p!.l:u.'_ N
often grven the strap and was once even
lockied up o the 15th-century turret of
Belliww  for  hs

["'Hotel du iy

behmour—an experience later repheared
i his mowel Loy Lamiert

Terday the town has a less disciplinarian

The town is famous for its quirky troglodyte dwellings, which nestle
inside the town’s white tufa rock cliffs and peek out in neat rows

history and flowers, and was an important
pilgrim stop en route to Compostela in
Spain. Trinity Abbey (picruned | pape 62)
retains the towns Gathie fieel with i

Anather troglodyte dwelling'in Trdo

the French, wha apparently owned the
Renatssance manor house at the entrance
o thie |"-.Lr'h'. The novelst Honore de Balzic
5 waid o have

.I[[l.']ll,iq'l.l ".,-'Iu-|h||-||:1|"-.

feel. Despite Balzacs poor performance at
school, modern legend has it that it you
kiss the check of s sttue 1 the oan

sequare vou will pass your e, In July and




RELAX BY THE RIVER: the
Loir at Vendame

August you can abso escape any scholarly
overtones with a relased mow along the
river undet all thi: old bridges

The nearby wvillage of Lavandin i
another delight—it i one of the pl e
pllipes de France. Irs Gothie, fairytale casde
s atop an imposing mck onterop above 3
cluster of picturesque howses and a Godha
bridge ~.|r.n|..l||r1_p_ the laey Loor, [Ddespite the

castle’s prominence and ongimal four

hectare expanse, only the Keep and part of

IE Famparts TEIAN OWIIE oD 1
destrocton by Henn IV, The village's steep
witlkwy Ay up o thi: saewpdint Lad Rotie i
Higues as expected provides o great vantage
point over the town and leads past a

numiber of inhabited cave dwellings, one of

which was for sale i we wandered pase. At
the bottom of the hill meanwhile, the early
Romanesque church of Si-Genst, Gmous
for ies 1 2th= and 1 3dh-centory frescoes, is
ateo well worth o visit

When vou et ored of walking, you'll

A

be graveful for a rest at Le Relais
d'Antanasian pub or Le Caveau restaurant
in the village square. The local Coteanx du

Vendomorw wine & 2 great - accom-

PATIRTICTEL b0 any el .HI1| L'1I.IF.I\ CETISTIC Of

thie regron’s northern clmute, Keen o mste
mione, we headed to M Jumere’s cellars in
the village: of Villiers-sur-Loar where we
INCE u.|[|| HEUrHs 41F-:-|'.|rn'-|:. |'1‘:-|'|I|'\-rh'|:|1_|.1 |
Laddder, grape skins and what looked like o
wirie fountain, athoogh we were hastily
peassured thae this contraption was all part
iaf the process, The vimevards fice south
ind are grown on a clay and fline soil,
Apparently 2003 was an excellent year
vielding simall, high qualicy grapes as in
1947 dand in 1H43.

Boarding the TGY in Tours on our
journey back to Paris, we felt wed come
full cirele and learnt a lot about the mangul
charis of a small, authentic region packed
with trains, history and some strange b

charmung visitor atractions.

HOW TO GET THERE

By train: Eurastar from Waterlo to
Paris, then TGV from Paris
Montpamasse to Venddmea.

Rall Evrope reservations:

Tek 08705 848 B4S or visit

Wi railieLsrope.conk

WHERE TO STAY

Hétel le Capricorne

8 bd de Trémault, 41100 Vendbme
Ted: (Fr) 2 54 80 27 00

capricomed Fhotmail.com
L'Hétel de France

20 place de la Republicue

72340 La Chartre-sur-he-Loir
Tel:(Fr) 243 44 40 16
hoteldefrance@worldoniinefr

WHERE TO EAT

M et Mme Maubouet
Auberge de i Madelzine
6 place de la Madeleine
41100 Venddme
Tel:(Fr}2 54 77 2079
Hatel du Pont

15 rue du Maréchal de Rochamibeadd
41100 Thoré-ta-Rochette

Tel:(Fr) 2 54 72 80 62

Le Caveau

10 rue Vaux Boyers, 41800 Lavardin
Tet:(Fri 2 54 B5 31 1

Le Védaguais

Place de la Liberte, 72500 Vaas
Tek:{Fri 243 4601 41

CONTACTS

Loir Valley Tourist Office

3 bd René Levasseur

Passage du Commence
F2000 Le Mans

Telk:(Fr1 243 3995 02
Fanc:(Fr) 243 3995 09,
wiwwloir-alley.com
Vendome Tourist Office

47 rue Poterde

41100 Venddme

Tel:(Fr1 2 54 77 05 07

Fa: (Fr) 2 54 73 20 B1
obtvendomewanadoo fr
Lodr Valley Tourist Train
Micnsetr Genmain, La Maire,
Tek: (Fr) 2 54 72 B0 B2
thorematnedwanadoof
Chateau du Loir Station
Monsieur Regls Hamel

L' Assaciation pour I Animation
Ferrowiaire en Vailée Du Loir
Teel: (Fr) 2 43 44 00 00

Trdo Exhibition Cave

Les Amis de Trdo, 41800 Trdo
Tel:(Fr) 2 54 72 53 35

Wine Cellar

Coteais du Vendomols ADC wine
Jumert Charles

4 rue de la Barthelotitre
417100 Villizrs-sur-Lodr
Tel:{Fr) 254 7294 09



