BRAMLEY

1 he roots ot
a gardening
celebrity

Bramley House's artistic connection
influenced Jekyll's sense of colour

Words by Penelope Parkin

Left: A blocoming legacy, ERTRUDE |EKYLL 15 widaly
the Gertrade Jekyll rose ENOwn  as ar Expert
plantswoman and garden

Jesrrer wid ke an indelble mack on the
concent of an Englsh country sarden and
A fegacy ol beaidtiful gardens designed 1o

omplement architect Sic Edhean Lutyens
houses, many of them n ';’::.'l-_"_.

Her roots in Br IMmiley Are s el
knorem, desnie the fact that she lived
ining vilape T-r-"‘:-_'_r', Aot e cheldbond

and returmed [ater in her life

Jekyll developed a love
of nature wandering
the countryside

The fifth al seven childrer, ekyll's
parents moved 1o Brambey, four mibes
sceuthy of Gutldford, i | B48 when she
wits four-and-a-half years old. The
famdy rented Bramiley House, "IF wal
a typecal couniry house of the ke
".-l aargian  penod Wikl ChassiCa

porticons and codonnades,” &xplains
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JEkyll's great

The impressive house had been
RBUIlL in the early |B00s by Lord
,.E_gren'.-nr'-r of Petworth, W Turner’s
SBatrodn, and that connection was 1o
dprove influental i
gevelopment, As she

JEEylS artishc
gres up at
H.!‘il!‘l'l"f_'{r Haouwse, |exyll developed &
fove o
eountryside and learmi

ratureg  wandering  the

e many of the

facal country crafts the area had to offer,
Piten accomparued by her pory and her
Ihﬂ ahe was fascinated by fowers or
phnis. the lanes, heaths and woods
Bround Surrey, which she painted

i 86| she studied art - and in
' puirticalar Tumer's wiorlk
Eehool of Art

gerise of calour she used in her gardens

at Kensngton
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The famaly lefi Brambey in | BEB — b
nol hor pood
Wargrave. Jekyll was travelling and
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siettling in Berkshire at

a8 lohn - Ruslan, William Moms, GF
Wakts
Brsbazon. But wher her father died in
187H she returned with her-tamily to
Bramley, lwing in a Georgar
Eaked Sommerpoal.

and Hercules: HBrabazon
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I he family stayed at Sommerpoo
while Munstead House was built
nearby. There |ekvll desipned the
garden for her mother and made
frisnds with GF Wilson. the owner af
‘Wisley Gardens and creator of the

expenmantal wild panting there

diesm a cottape for her garden znd they
explored the Surrey countryside in
ekyll's pony. cart analysing the area’s
I I'-l.‘ff'l...rL.l = antl scenery

In | 894 Lutyens designed Munstead
Waod Hut for [ekdl 1o lve in until his

ezrly masterpiece Munstead Wood

Abave: A pony cart
drtves up Bramiey High
Stroet jut ke jekyll and
Lutysns used to explore
the countryside

They explored the countryside
in Jekyll’s pony cart analysing

architecture and scenery
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Lutyens had despned a house. The palr
guickly establshed a2 rapport that
developed into a 44-vear fnendshipn and
collaboration. OF their meeting, Lutvens
writes “We miet at 3 teia-table, the siver
ketthe and the conversaton reflecting
rhododendrons.” At their second
maeting LUtvens sad she was g
andl commuinicative

[ekyil sUbtequenthy asked Lulyens to

was completed. The pair conbinued to
collaborate on many garden designs
with jekeyl adhising the planbing plars and
materals, including Millmead House in
Snowdenham Lane, Bramley, initiated
i 04 a5 a speculabwve development
The pair also eollaborated an Orchands
in, Munstead, bullt entirely ol local
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wtesial r'_-':'.'r._'ll,.'l e Cowurt m Witley and

Cordards in Abmper whers the Lutvens
Trust is based
Dhuning thes penod and for the rest of her

i, Jekvll wrote Jor several magannes



BRAMLEY

Above: The family plot, E.u'l:rldj_:r: Church
Left: Gertrude jekyll [ 1843-1932)
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