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‘Pete’ area testimony
to narrow planning

\ § .
I angalore’s oldest commercinl hub,
y the pere area, bas over a thousand

L silk shops, makina it the most five-
prone place in the City, One of the high-
CSt revenue-genoerating localitics, it dooes

not have a solid road stvacture and an o
i la et e potentind fee

ing floots to their buildings, but
the labyrinth of passages and staircases
will prove fatal for people in case of a fire
accident.

“There is no law prescribing safety
measures for expansion of roads and
streets. Soon, there will be many more
tall buildings. When a fire accident oc-
curs, the situation will be really danger-
ous,” says a local shopkeeper.

Tharagupet houses a variety of traders
who constantly need supplies of raw ma-
terials. The police have given permission
for mrucks and autorickshaws to enter the
area for frequent transportation of
goods, leaving only half the road space
free for a fire tender to pass through in an
emergency situation. The constant move-
ment of vehicles will be an obstacle for a
fire tender.

Atrader says, “IpayRs 1.2 lakh a
month as rent. But my customers are not
allowed to park their vehicles outside my
shop. They are in constant fear of their
vehicles being towed away. Sometimes,
trucks are parked along the roads the
whole day for no reason. This road is
thoroughly misused and will pose hurdles
for people escaping a fire.”

Avenue Road was dug up a month ago
to replace the 40-year-old drainage sys-
tem. Though the shopkeepers are happy
with the project, they are apprehensive
about the time taken to clean up the mess
it has created. The road is uneven and up-
kempt. The Avenue Ro_ad Association,
armed with a petition signed by 50 shop-
keepers, approached local corporator
Shiva Kumar over the narrow roads and

‘s, But thfl corpora‘% did not re-

d. A jeweller says, “Ihe uneven path
%’&em{e hurdles for a fire engine and
prevent it fn')’m reaching the troubleq

in time.

SPO;;I?O?(T(‘““M’ owner of a hardware

. one of the inconspicuous lanes,
shopin @ of shrinking space. “Ten years
complains orickshaw could park outside
ago,an an'O day, itis impossible. None of
my shop. coming up has any back-up

the buil ituation. There is no facility
Janina govemment to ensure of-
pr'OVided by 1o let a fire engine
g

ganis p ik .
hinan T
ol there 1s?1re m,)it can easily spread
e : 15 shOPS- .
g;ihe nel bgllnnenr%ial hub, firecrackers

are sold in abundance by hawkers and
shops here during, Deepavali. The area

becomes overcrowded during, the festival

and entry is blocked for vehicles, Crackers

are burst on footpaths, in the middile of
i

was a fireat

8 : . .
Unix Plaza on Avenue Road during Deep-

avali last year. The damage was minimal,
but it failed to serve as a wake-up call to

the police who are indifferent to the con-
sequences of bursting crackers,” he says.

Congested Goripalya _

“The thought of a fire accident in Gori-
palya is worrying. But we have equipped
ourselves with mist bikes and small four-
wheelers by which our fire personnel can
quickly reach the spot and put out minor
fires,” says Chengappa of the Karnataka
State Fire and Emergency Service.

There has been no progress on BBMP’s
one year-old plan on road-widening at
Goripalya. Traffic congestion on narrow
roads continues to be a big problem for
the residents.

According to officials at the North Fire
Station, Mysore Road, there are frequent
calls from the area about LPG cylinder
leak_s,, electric short circuits and people
getung trapped inside their houses after a
fire accident. However, given the congest-
ed roads in the area, the fire department
initially dispatches a bullet mist bike ‘Agni.
with two firemen, to douse minor fires. In
case of a major fire, the Agni team will as-
sess the situation and communicate it to
1ts parent station about the machinery and
manpower required to contain it.

Mohammed Hameed, a local resident,
says, “Many times, emergency services
are required in the area. Unfortunately,
they are not able to reach the spot. Butwe
co-ordinate with the officials to make

s easier for them. We either rescue
the fire accident victims or carry fire ex-
tinguishing equipment ourselves to the
accident spots. We feel the fire depart-
ment’s work will be easier if the road ex-
Pansion work is undertaken.” e

There are no inflammable industries in
the area, but due to a large number of
People thronging mﬁgjqus placesn Gort-
palya, evacuation of victims during em’er:
g%l']lcies is a major c%geﬂfor condcern, says
a e d tofhaad,
Completely jnaccessible o heavy ﬁlr"e ol
ders, the fire department depISATES
that are appm\'j{nafeb'.g‘ooo's‘ . Nﬂ:
tes long, The exercise iS¢ only :
Sonsuming, ut large QU ¢
Wasted ip the process, he st
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