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CLNitra Santk
melting pot

Seema Prasad

BANGALORE: On Sunday, all

roads led to the Karnataka
Chitrakala Parishath. The

annual exhibition of India's

finest artistic talent, Chitra

Santhe, drew a large crowds
of both aficionados and first

timers.

A variety of styles were

showcased proving the eclec-
tic skills and vast landscapes of

the art scene. An increased

awareness among Bangalore-

ans about the genres of art

and tasteful choice could be

sensed in the air.

Sarika, a software profes-
sional, was disappointed that
she could not find adequate
authentic Indian art. It's a
change from last year and the
contemporary move is visible,
which no longer fits the tradi-
tional Indian outlook.”

A few foreigners could also
be spotted among the crowd.

Nikola, a tourist from France,
said: “I just dropped in to wit-
ness something new. I am go-
ing back with a work on tribal
art representing India and I
am truly happy with whar I
have to show my friends back
in France,” he said.

Chitra Santhe, that pro-
vides a platform for amateurs
and professionals, has given
ample opportunities for them
toshowcase their talent. For
several artists, art is a hobby

as well as a medium to express
their creative urges. The Chi-

CONFLUENCE OF ARTISTS: Visitors throng Chitra Santhe organised by the Chitrakala Parishath
on Kumara Krupa Road on Sunday. bH PHOTO

tra Santhe offers them an op-
portunity to be professional
and also be appreciated. A few
artists therefore produce art
specially for the event.
Sunanda, a homemaker
from Bangalore, prepares her-
self for the Chitra Santhe
every year. She ensures that
she delivers her best perspec-
tive of Indian tribes. “For me,
this is a platform to express
freely and also a chance to dis-
play my talent,” she added.
Bhama, Gauri and Shubha

are wives of professors from
the Indian Institute of Science.
The trio are blessed with skills
to dabble with brushes and
colours and have displayed
their works side by side at the
event. While one of them is an
expert in handicrafts, the oth-
er two dabble with colours to
bring out the best of their art
On canvas.
According to Bhama,

“Since we three strive to bring
out the best of our skills, we

decided to take our friendship

a step ahead.” Abhishek from
Chennai sketches portraits
with his deft hands in a few
minutes. “Charcoal is my
favourite medium through
which I can easily capture the
fluidity of the horse move-
ments,”headded.
Priyank Sukhanand is dis- ’
playing his works for the thir
time. This time around, his
works display beer bottles 11
the shape of lamps. “This is
ixing the old and
my way of mxing te
the new styles," he said

people kept throngjn

Santhe tilldusk,one gf s
itors, Ananya Revanna, was at
aloss for words. “I am amazeq
by the variety of expressions
around me. I am tempted 1,
take home all the works, if
only it was possible,” she said_
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Shirish Deshpande from

Belgaum excels in balipen i
painting, Five yearsago,he -
i triedhishandsinacrylicand
oil paints. When they failed 1o | |
satiate his creative urge, he
decided to master the art of
ballpen painting. According to |
him, ballpoint paintingsare
intricate and complicatedand |
; challenges him to bring out
£ the best of his talent.

Business low

spite of the wide range of dis- |
plays. A few artists were fum-
ingover the lacklustre sales. |
Deshpande wasunable tosell |
asingle piece. ’

Paramesh Jolado, who spe-
cialises in abstract painung |
andcityscapes, said business |

i
|

~ wastnusually dull this year.

Samewas the plight of
Prathzp, who lamented that
several artists were not happy
with the space allotted to
them.

“Either, we were placed far
from the crowd or our stalls
failed to grab the attention of
the art lovers, since they were
not located at prime spots,” h
added !
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