EXCLUSIVE READER OFFERS PROMOTION ENDS 8PM 9™ DECEMBER 2025 CRUISE !

NO-FLY 2026
EXCLUSIVE SALE EVENT
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SMALL SHIP
CRUISING

DURATION/DEPARTURE ITINERARY

MOUNTAINS, ISLANDS & LAKES OF THE
DALMATIAN COAST

Embark and depart Liverpool - Gibraltar - Valletta,
24nts Malta - Dubrovnik, Croatia - Hvar, Croatia - Koper, Slovenia -
28/04/26 Zadar, Croatia - Split, Croatia - Kotor, Montenegro - Kerkira,
Corfu, Greece - La Goulette, Tunisia - Tangier, Morocco -
Liverpool

ISLANDS & BAYS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN

Embark and depart Liverpool - Ceuta, Spain -
Cartagena, Spain - Cagliari, Sardinia - Cruising by the Aeolian
2 92/31‘3t/s2 6 Islands, Vulcano Island & the Strait of Messina - Messina,

Sicily - Siracusa, Sicily - Dubrovnik, Croatia - Split, Croatia
- Cruising the Bay of Kotor - Kotor, Montenegro - Bari, Italy -
Valletta, Malta - Gibraltar - Liverpool

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR IN THE CARIBBEAN 3%

Embark and depart Southampton - Santa Cruz,
Tenerife - xSpend Christmas Day relaxing at seax -
31nts St. John's, Antigua (overnight) xNew Year's Evex -
18/12/26 Philipsburg, St. Maarten xNew Year's Day* - Basseterre,
St. Kitts - Castries, St. Lucia - Bequia, Port Elizabeth,
St. Vincent - St. George's, Grenada - Bridgetown, Barbados
- Funchal, Madeira (overnight) - Southampton

ROL 79)

TRUSTED FOR OVER 30 YEARS

SECURE THESE
FARES TODAY
WITH A DEPOSIT

Inside from £2,899pp
Ocean View' from £3,879pp
Terrace from £6,649pp
Suite from £7,759pp

Solo fares are available from £5,499

Inside from £2,889pp
Ocean View' from £3,699pp
Terrace from £5,399pp
Suite from £6,459pp

Solo fares are available from £4,899

Inside from £3,989pp
Ocean View' from £4,899pp
Terrace from £7,059pp
Suite from £7,999pp

Solo fares are available from £6,989

WHAT'S INCLUDED

* EXCLUSIVE FREE ON BOARD SPEND OF UP TO £200
FOR ALL BOOKINGS'

* No-fly cruising on board or including**:
- INCLUDED drinks with lunch and dinner
- INCLUDED gratuities

- On board currency of pound sterling

- OCEANS MEMBERS SAVE 5%*

- FREE self-service tea and coffee (at selected venues)
- Guided shore walks more information

www.rolcruise.co.uk/thei CALL ONE OF OUR
CRUISE SPECIALISTS

FREE ON

Agent to ATOL Holder
TRAVEL WITH 4 $BABTA
CONFIDENCE  Fred-OlsenCruise  Ser it o

- A wide choice of restaurants, lounges and bars

- A different show every night, from cabaret shows and
comedians to live music and dancing

- On board leisure facilities including heated outdoor
swimming pools, Jacuzzis and gyms

» PLUS, book an Ocean View or above by 8pm 9t
December 2025 to receive a FREE Duo of Wine Gift*

15% OFF TRAVEL INSURANCE" - Please call for

0808 258 0259

WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK FROM
8:30AM - 8PM
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SAVE EVERY TIME YOU BOOK - EARN EXCLUSIVE
CRUISE MILES’ worth £££s off your next booking” g%

CLAIM YOUR CHRISTMAS *
GIFT VOUCHER WORTH .

vrto £100

When you book with Reader Offers Ltd
between 1%t — 31t December 2025**

*
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Lines 5016

QUOTE OFFER REF 642325

Prices are based on two adults sharing may increase or be withdrawn at any time. Offers apply to new bookings only. Pricing and availability correct at time of sign off 02/12/2025. ++Voucher is tiered dependent on grade booked and will be subtracted from the total booking value. For new bookings only and
not combinable with FCC's. #*15% off travel insurance is only applicable when making a new booking with ROL Cruise quoting AUTUMNT15, further terms and conditions apply. +Oceans Members T&C's apply. +Gift is based on one per booking, for UK mainland addresses only. ++Subject to cruise line’s T&C's.
tGrade has a restricted view. *On board spend is per cabin and tiered depending on grade booked. ttCruise Miles® T&Cs apply. Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines T&Cs apply. E&OE.

€€ major eruption
could happen lit-
erally any day
now; it’s about
50-60 years over-
due.” Paulina Anna, a geologist
at the aptly-named Lava Centre
in Hvolsvoéllur, on Iceland’s south-
ern coast, is matter-of-factly re-
plying to my question about when
the country’s most dangerous vol-
cano, Katla, might go off.

Her last eruption - Katla is one
of only two volcanoes here with
a female name, after a mythi-
cal sorceress - was in 1918. She
dislodged flood water equivalent
to the world’s four biggest riv-
ers combined, as lava and rocky
debris melted the thick ice cap
that had covered the crater since
her previous eruption in 1860.
There was significant damage to
nearby property and farmland.

Throughout my five-day trip
following the Volcanic Way, devel-
oped last year, I find most experts
I speak to united in the belief that
another significant eruption is
only a matter of time. It adds a
frisson to the experience.

But this route was con-
ceived to give visitors a reason
to spend longer in, and explore
more deeply, southern Iceland,
notably the Reykjanes penin-
sula. It has been highly impacted
upon by volcanic activity - there
have been 12 eruptions since 2021
- that most recently concluded
in August.

Volcano tourism is both a boon
and a bane here, attracting curi-
ous visitors to witness explosions,
but also curbing arrivals when
activity has become particu-
larly violent - for example, when
earthquake swarms and lava
flows closed the Blue Lagoon
in 2024.

Right now, things are rela-
tively quiet, although magma
accumulation beneath the
Svartsengi volcanic system,
next to the Blue Lagoon, is cur-
rently being monitored by the
Icelandic Meteorological Office.

The full Volcanic Way is 700km
across the entire south coast of
Iceland, from Reykjanesbaer in the
south-west to Hofn in the south-
east. Divided into eight stages, it
takes you (safely) into the proxim-
ity of several volcanoes, encourag-
ing you to better understand how
the landscapes have evolved over
millions of years.

The full route takes just over
a week there and back, but I'm
doing a slightly shorter snapshot
of four stages over five days, as
far as the mid-point town of Vik.
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trip is a blast.

The Volcanic Way through Iceland’s south gives
visitors the chance to experience the land of fire
and ice in all its glory. By Laura Millar

While cold, the weather stays dry
and bright. As Ilearn at the Lava
Centre, an immersive exhibition
about Iceland’s unique geological
history (tickets £30), volcanic ac-
tivity occurs here every day. This
ranges from minor earthquakes
(“we get up to 100 tremors a day,
but Icelanders only really start
noticing them when they’re three

The Volcanic Way winding through Vatnajokull, Iceland’s largest ice cap

or above on the Richter scale,” re-
marks Paulina, casually) to
occasional wafts of whiffy sul-
phuric gas or scalding steam ris-
ing from fumaroles.

When I stand in the room
that emulates the biggest recent
quake, which measured 6.3 in
2008, I almost lose my footing.

My trip had got off to a thrill-
ing start when I was roused by
the “aurora wake-up” call in
my room at the charming Hotel
Ranga in Hella, just before mid-
night. It was the first time I'd seen
them, and I was mesmerised.

I last visited Iceland in 2021,
hoping to see the eruptions
of Fasgradalsfjall but was
thwarted by fog. This time,
I stop at a viewpoint overlooking
Eyjafjallajokull, the stratovol-
cano near Katla whose ash cloud
brought hundreds of planes to
a standstill in 2010. It looks like
an innocent mountain, draped
peacefully with ice and snow.

My journey is similarly tran-
quil. When I collect my hire car
at Reykjavik Airport, I am reas-
sured that it is fitted with winter

There aren’'t many
roads so navigating
is straightforward...
there’s little traffic

tyres, essential for grip on snow
and ice. There aren’t many roads,
so navigating is straightforward,
particularly when there’s very lit-
tle traffic and plenty of places to
pullin and admire the landscape.
The route is a masterclass
in dramatic, volcanic scenery,
from hot springs such as the fa-
mous Blue Lagoon, to lava fields,
black ash beaches, and hexago-
nal basalt columns. Skogafoss,
one of Iceland’s largest falls, thun-
ders and the twisted sea stacks
of Reynisdrangar, off Reynisfja-
ra beach, are Tolkienesque.
Jokulsarlon is an impressive
lagoon dotted with chunks of
blue-white ice broken off from
a glacier, and Diamond Beach’s
coal-black shore glitters with ice.
Icelanders have to live with un-
certainty, but they’re pragmat-
ic. “Two key words describe our
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Getting there

The writer was a guest

of Icelandair, which flies
from Gatwick to Reykjavik
from £119 return, icelandair.
com

Staying there

Skyrhusid guesthouse near
the Vatnajokull Glacier
has doubles from

£114, skyrhusid.is.

Hotel Ranga has doubles
from £300, hilton.com.

Moreinformation

The Lava Centre has
tickets from ISK5,200
(£30), lavacentre.is

The Lava Show costs
ISK6,590 (£39), lLavashow.
com/vik

Crystal Ice Cave treks start
at ISK21,900 (£130) for a
half day, glacieradventure.
is/tour/
crystal-ice-cave-adventure/

More information
south.is/volcanicway

The Reykjanes peninsula has
experienced a lot of volcanic
activity - there havebeen 12
eruptions since 2021

situation,” explains Vala Hauks-
déttir from Visit South Iceland,
who helped develop the Volcanic
Way. “Resilience, and humil-
ity towards nature. There’s a
popular saying here, ‘petta red-
dast, which means ‘it will all work
out okay in the end’.”

Driving through the town
of Grindavik, on the Reykjanes
peninsula, I see that resilience in
action. Grindavik was nearly de-
stroyed in the winter of 2023 after
earthquakes split roads and lava
from the Sundhnikur volca-
no gushed to its edges, burying
several houses.

All 3,700 residents were safe-
ly evacuated, and to date, only
a quarter have returned. But
homes are still inhabited and
businesses are open, including
the Bryggjan café by the work-
ing harbour, where I stop for a
bowl of tasty lobster soup.

I join a hike on Vatna-
jokull, Europe’s biggest glacier.
It sits above several volcano
systems and is riven with ice
caves and crevasses. The ice is at
first grubby-looking thanks to the
ash lying underneath it. As it gets
purer, light refracts into myriad
shades, from teal to electric blue.

This land of fire and ice is con-
stantly changing, and no matter
how many times you visit, you
won’t see the same landscape
twice. I know I'll be back.




