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THE TINY, COLOURFUL ITALIAN ISLAND “‘"’T g
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OF PROCIDA 1S PACKING A PUNCH AS
THE COUNTRY'S 2022 CAPITAL OF

CULTURE, LAURA MILLAR DISCOVERS

N A small patch of land by

the harbour of Procida, a

picturesque little island just

an hour by ferry from

Naples, a man has enlisted
a gaggle of children to help him build
an oversized paper boat.

The paper has been treated to be
water resistant - just as well as the
man, German artist Frank Bolter, then
plans to sail out to sea in it. Once all
the necessary (giant) folds are made,
the heavy but surprisingly
substantial- looking contraption is
carted down to the beach.

After a few moments making sure
it's definitely seaworthy, Frank is
helped in and, towed by a friendly
sailing boat, his maiden voyage on the
Med begins.

It’s one of the delightfully eccentric
pieces of performance art marking the
inauguration of Procida, a previously
under-the-radar destination, as Italy’s
Capital of Culture. Although it was
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among the locations used for Jude
Law and Gwyneth Paltrow’s 1999 film
The Talented Mr Ripley, Procida is
usually overlooked in favour of its
glitzier Bay of Naples sisters, Capri
and Ischia. This year, however, this
charming, vibrant island is grabbing
a slice of the limelight.

From the moment I arrive, greeted
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Corricella colour:
Laura Millar (top]
falls in love with
Procida island

by a profusion of buildings in chalky,
Neapolitan ice cream shades, I fall in
love. I take one of the island’s compact
electric-powered buses (free to use
until the end of the year) to my hotel
in Chiaiolella, right by the water.

The driver navigates incredibly
narrow roads, often overtaken by
plucky nonne and nonni
(grandmothers and grandfathers) who
sail effortlessly up the sometimes
steep streets on e-bikes, dodging
delivery vans who hurl themselves
out of alleyways as the scent of
honeysuckle permeates the air.

The island is largely visited by
in-the-know Italians from the
mainland but this year’s programme
of cultural projects - from music to art
and cinema, involving 240
international artists - aims to attract
a wider range of visitors.

It’s the first time the title has gone
to an island, and the laid-
back locals are fiercely
proud. I get chatting to
Vincenzo, a handsome,
craggy-faced 78-year-old
who owns Ristorante
Graziella in the ridiculously
pretty fishing village of
Corricella, where each
building is the colour of a

His friend Giulia, who is volunteering
during the initiative, adds: ‘Procida is
a really open, friendly place - there’s
a big sense of community.

I notice this from wandering around,
as people greet each other in passing
or stop for short gossips
outside supermarkets (there
are only 10,000 inhabitants
and the island covers less
than two square miles).
Then I head up a winding
incline, past lemon and olive
trees, to the Terra Murata,
the walled area at the top of
the island where the

Flights to Naples
from £75 return,
wizzair.com.
Ferry from Naples
to Procida from

sugared almond. As I tuck
into a plate of the local
speciality, spaghetti with
lemon sauce, he tells me:
‘Ischia is the big island and
Capri is the rich one but we

are the authentic island so caremar.it

£14 one way, shop.

population first lived in the
15th century. They perched
up here to get away from
pirates, including Barbarossa
and his gang, later
fictionalised as Barbossa in
Pirates Of The Caribbean.

it's great we're being noticed’ IS Dominating the skyline is

Maiden voyage: An artist
gets help with his paper boat

the Palazzo d’Avalos, built as a
fortification and lived in by a
succession of aristocratic families
until it was converted into a prison in
1830. Now it’s used for events and
exhibitions, and offers great views out
to Naples and Vesuvius, and the black
volcanic beaches of the coastline.

I end my day with a dip in the sea,
squinting to see any sign of Frank,
though later I hear his boat trip passed
without incident. That night, the
sunset is striking, evolving from pink
to orange and deep violet; just Procida
being colourful to end.

Rooms at the Grand Hotel

Oriente, Naples, from £158pn,
grandhoteloriente.it/en

Rooms at the Crescenzo Hotel

from £104 pn, hotelcrescenzo.it
Download the Procida Island app for
bus and ferry timetables, and more.
procida2022.com and visitprocida.com

BUUKING CENTRE

Jet2holidays

Package holidays you can trust

Hays Travel

*Terms and conditions apply. A Jet2holidays rain cheque voucher entitles you to £60 off your next Jet2holidays booking. Free Child places are subject to availability and are only applicable on selected accommodation / departure dates / departure points / room types and board basis. Free Child Places may be added or withdrawn at any time prior to booking. The deposit is £60 per person, for adults and children. ‘Infants’, who are defined as children being under 2 years on the date of return, are not entitled to a flight seat. There is no deposit charged for
Infants. If you make a booking within 10 weeks of your departure date, you must pay the full cost of the holiday at the time of booking. Jet2 checked baggage allowance means you can book up to three bags of up to 22kg per person (excluding infants), per flight. Any baggage that exceeds your total weight allowance will be carried subject to availability and at Jet2 discretion. You will also need to pay an excess baggage fee, which is £12 per kg. Savings are included in prices shown. Please contact Hays Travel for more information.

BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE WITH THE UK’S LARGEST

BENIDORM

August 2022

T nights | 3* Half Board
Sol Pelicanos Ocas
Includes flights + transfers

FROM

:149,

SAVINGS OF £80 INCLUDED
FREE CHILD PLACES AVAILABLE

TURKEY

May 2023

T nights | 4* All Inclusive
Julian Forest Suites
Includes flights + transfers

FROM

s043.

SAVINGS OF £80 INCLUDED
£60r DEPOSIT /7 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF £69¢»

Visit your local Hays Travel branch
Find us on Facebook

haystravel.co.uk

MENORCA

October Half Term 2022

T nights | 3* Self Catering
Globales Binimar
Includes flights + transfers

**FAMILY OF 4 PRICE** FROM

;1,669

SAVINGS OF £100 PER FAMILY INCLUDED
FREE CHILD PLACE

TENERIFE

May 2023

T nights | 3* Self Catering
Hotel El Duque
Includes flights + transfers

FROM

:492,

SAVINGS OF £80 INCLUDED
£60r» DEPOSIT /8 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF £49e

ALGARVE

October Half Term 2022

T nights | 4* All Inclusive
Jupiter Albufeira Hotel
Includes flights + transfers

**FAMILY OF 4 PRICE** FROM

:2,199

SAVINGS OF £100 PER FAMILY INCLUDED
FREE CHILD PLACE

MAJORCA

June 2023

14 nights | 4* Bed & Breakfast
Eix Lagotel Holiday Resort
Includes flights + transfers

FROM

124,

SAVINGS OF £80 INCLUDED
£60r DEPOSIT / 8 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF £83¢

Call 0800 412 5296

INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENT @BABTA (&)

Save up to 40%
FREE Half Board Dine Around” i

Kids Stay & Dine for FREE~
Access to Atlantis Aquaventure”

4% OBLU NATURE Helengeli, Maldives

7 nights Al
FREE Transfers” from
| One 45 Minutes Spa Treatment’ | 23 |75

Save up to 20%

*«

FAR EAST SPECIALS

4% Centara Pattaya Hotel, Thailand
7nts BB fr £629 “pp
Save up to 20% | Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~

3 nights HB
£969"pp

4% Patong Merlin Hotel, Phuket, Thailand
7nts BB fr £769pp
Save up to 28% | Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~

4% Krabi La Playa Resort, Thailand
7nts BB fr £865 pp
Save up to 30% | Stay 7, Pay 5 Nights
Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~

Call us today free on

5% Hilton Dubai Jumeirah

Save up to 40%

. from
Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~

3 nights BB
£585"pp

or visit

5% Grand Hyatt Dubai
EXCLUSIVE OFFER

Save up to 35% an
FREE Room Upgrade” 3 mgft\::HB+
Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~ £599*
20% Off on selective F&B & SPA" PP

MALDIVES SPECIALS MAURITIUS SPECIALS

4% Kuredu Resort Maldives
7nts FB fr £1,115™pp
Save up to 25%

FREE use of the Kuredu Lounge*

5% Coco Bodu Hithi
7nts BB fr £1,585pp
Save up to 45%| Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~
20% Off on Speed Boat Transfer”

5% Kandima Maldives
7nts DAI fr £1,899 pp
Save up to 40%

4% Sands Suites Resort & Spa
7nts HB fr £1,039"pp
Save up to 25%

4% Maritim Crystals Beach Hotel
7nts Al+ fr £1,199"pp
Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~

5% The Westin Turtle Bay Resort & Spa
7nts HB fr £1,285"pp
Save up to 20% | Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~

4% SAii Phi Phi Island Village, Thailand
7nts BB fr £899pp
Save up to 30% | FREE Room Upgrade*
Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~

5% PARKROYAL Penang Resort, Malaysia
7nts BB fr £939 % pp

Stay 7, Pay 5 Nights | FREE Room Upgrade®

5% Nusa Dua Beach Hotel & Spa, Bali,
Indonesia
7nts BB fr £1,055"”pp
Save up to 35%

TURKEY SPECIALS

5% Royal Asarlik Beach Hotel & Spa, Bodrum
5nts Al fr £469™pp

5% Ramada Plaza by Wyndham
Istanbul City Center
5nts BB fr £479 pp

5% Rixos Beldibi, Antalya
5nts Al fr £545"pp
Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~

5553 (A‘

0800 408 8021 www.southalltravel.co.uk eie & Tarr

5% Andaz Dubai The Palm

Save up to 38% 3 nights HB
Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~ from
FREE Half Board
ST T

5% InterContinental Mauritius Resort
Balaclava Fort

7 nights HB
Save up to 10% from -

Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~ £1255%

USA, MEXICO & CARIBBEAN SPECIALS

4% Rosen Shingle Creek, Orlando, USA
7nts RO fr £815%pp
Stay 7, Pay 6 Nights
Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~

5% Hard Rock Hotel Riviera Maya, Mexico
7nts Al fr £1,265pp
Kids Stay & Eat for FREE~

4% Hyatt Ziva Cap Cana, Punta Cana,
Dominican Republic, Caribbean
7nts Al fr £1,459"pp

Prices shown are per person based on sharing a twin/double room including return flights. Correct at the time of publishing. *All prices and offers are subject to change and are extremely limited. ~All Kid & Teen offers are valid when staying with paying adults, number,
age restrictions apply. Terms and Conditions apply. All prices and offers are based on selected departure dates in Aug-Sep”, Sep’22«, Sep-Oct'220, Sep-Dec’22», Oct'22<, Nov'22¥, Nov-Dec’22f. Supplements on request for travel from regional airports, upgraded flights/room

types and longer durations.




