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Meet the Candidates
ECTION ;
[Words to Know ot o months away. support. Each TioN &
candidate: (kan-duh-date) noun. The U.S. has two major politi- will run adver- :
Someone who is running in an election.  cal parties: the Republican Party tisements telling
and the Democratic Party. Each voters why he would make
mericans are preparing to party nominates a candidate to run  the best President. Both men will
Aselect anew President of for President. U.S. Senator John attend events around the country to
the United States. McCain of Arizona is the Republi- share their ideas about improving
A President can serve only two can candidate. U.S. Senator Barack the country.
four-year terms. President George Obama of Illinois is the Democratic Read the Venn diagram below
W. Bush is in his second term. candidate. to learn more about these two 3
The election to choose a new Both men will be working hard candidates.
President will be held November 4, until Election Day to get voters’ —Rebekah C. Linga
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mave: John McCain

POLITICAL PARTY: Republican
BIRTHDAY: August 29, 1936

******

name: Barack Obama

POLITICAL PARTY: Democratic 47¥g% o
BIRTHDAY: August 4, 1961 * Both

= o have written books.
HOME: Chicago, lllinois

HOME: Phoenix, Arizona
% Both

FAMILY: wife, Michelle; two
daughters, Malia, 10, and
Sasha, 7

PETS: None (The Obamas have
promised their daughters

a dog after the

election is over.)

HOBBIES:

Spending

time with
family; reading;

basketball

FAVORITE FOOD: Chili

FAVORITE KIDS’ BOOK:
The Harry Potter
o series

are U.S. Senators.

% Both
were born in August.

% Both
are left-handed.

% Neither
is a current President
or Vice President.
It’s the first time since
1952 that neither
major-political-party
nominee is the
current President
or current Vice
President.

FAMILY: wife, Cindy; four adult
sons: Doug, Andrew, Jack, and
Jim; three daughters: Sidney
and Meghan (both adults), and
Bridget, 17

PETS: Many, including dogs Sam
and Coco; birds Buttercup (or
Butter) and Skipper;

a cat named Oreo;
and a tank of fish

HOBBIES: Hiking;
watching sports

FAVORITE FOOD: Mexican

FAVORITE KIDS’ BOOK: King
Arthur and His Knights
of the Round Table



IIo Classroom Pets?

Many classrooms in the U.S. have pets, which usually live in cages or
tanks. Some people say that class pets are a good idea because they
teach students responsibility. Others say that class pets are not a
good idea because they can spread diseases, and some students could
be allergic. What do you think? Should classrooms have pets?

Classrooms should
have pets because
¢ [kids] could learn
:’:Lﬁ‘ai“f things, such as how
to take care of them.
A pet might also encourage kids to
get their work done so that they have
time to play with the animal.

WRITE TO US! Tell us what YOU
think of the stories you read

on pages 2 to 6. We love hearing
from you! (Letters may be
edited for clarity and length.)

Mail your letters to:
Scholastic News
Edition 5/6
557 Broadway

" New York, NY 10012
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Republican

will be posted online and in a future issue!

STICKY SITUATION ILLUSTRATION BY KELLY KENNEDY; DEBATE

Vote for President
You can vote for President in Scholastic’s Student Vote.
Put a check mark next to the candidate of your choice.

Barack Obama

Paper ballots must be postmarked no later than October 3,2008.
Or you can vote online at www.scholastic.com/vote until
October 10. Who is the students’ pick for President? Results

a
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Pets shouldn’t be al-

/ lowed in classrooms
£ S because sometimes
JESSICA FUSILIER animals bite. If the
Orsgon pet bit a student,

the school could get in trouble. And
the pet could possibly spread a dis-
ease. Also, not everyone likes pets.

I hereby consent to Scholastic's
publication of the attached photo and
biographical information, together with
my child’s debate response, if any.

STUDENT NAME AND AGE

ADORESS, CITY, STATE, 2P

PHONE NUMBER

Mail this ballot, or the
class ballot that your
teacher has, to:
SCHOLASTIC NEWS
Election 2008

c/o Scholastic Inc.
P.0.Box 829

New York, NY
10013-0829
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