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I played 20 hours of Wayfinder so you don’t have to
Wayfinder is initially engaging and breathtakingly gorgeous, but there's nothing beneath the surface.

Tom Foley | Published: Oct 19, 2023 5:52 PM UTC

Screenshot by Dot Esports

Something compelled me to try Wayfinder the other day.

I didn’t dare touch it during its disaster of a launch; back in August, prospective players faced four-

hour queues, progress-halting glitches, and devastating crashes that sent users back to the start of

the login queue. It was shambolic all around, and now Wayfinder’s reputation is irredeemably (and

deservedly) tarnished in the eyes of many.

At present, Wayfinder has a meager smattering of around 500 players on Steam, a far cry from the

tens of thousands of active users enjoyed by similar RPGs like Warframe. Early access to Wayfinder
costs $20 for the base package, and to put it bluntly, you’re paying to be a beta tester. It’s a

worryingly prominent trend in gaming nowadays, and still, somehow, I was suckered in.

I’m not sure if it was the gorgeous graphics, charming art style, eclectic characters, or the promise of

an “MMO lite” at a time when the genre is more stagnant than ever, but they got me, and and they

got me good. I played just over 20 hours of Wayfinder and was astounded by how much I enjoyed

the game, but at the same time, kept finding myself frustrated by the myriad issues that easily

explain its dwindling playerbase.

What is Wayfinder?

Wayfinder launched into early access on Aug. 17, 2023. It bills itself as an “MMO lite” and has a

persistent world where you’ll encounter other players, as well as a communal hub area, three-player

PvE dungeons, and outdoor explorable zones à la Destiny and Warframe.

Just like Warframe, Wayfinder is all about its characters: You’ll need to craft (or buy) characters

rather than creating your own, and there are six available to begin with, one of whom is locked

behind the battle pass. Each character has four unique abilities—there’s a rogue who can

shadowstep, a tanky paladin with a healing spell, and so on.

Every Wayfinder can use every weapon, and weapons all come with a unique ability, so you can mix

and match to make a somewhat distinct character. Other than this, though, there’s very little in the

way of customization, and the biggest changes come when you unlock a new hero. This underpins

Wayfinder’s entire gameplay loop, and it’s nothing we haven’t seen before.

For most of your time in Wayfinder, you’ll be grinding dungeons for XP to level up your current

Wayfinder and to acquire the materials you need to craft a new one. There are a few quests, but they

all involve running dungeons, killing enemies, or collecting items (usually in some combination).

Wayfinder is all about gradually working toward your next goal, but everything is available in the cash

shop if you’d rather pay to skip the grind.

The Good: Stunning visuals and satisfying combat

Every inch of Wayfinder’s (admittedly very limited) playable world is visually stunning and oozes charm.

Screenshot by Dot Esports

Wayfinder is an absolute treat for the eyes, and that’s likely the reason most players gave it a try. The

whole game is striking and colorful, not quite as cartoony as Fortnite but far more upbeat and

stylized than most RPGs in 2023.

The explorable world of Wayfinder is dazzling and bursting with character from the get-go. It’s

reminiscent of Ratchet and Clank and especially Wildstar, a vibrant MMORPG once considered a

WoW-killer, now switched off and lost to time. The hub area, Skylight, gorgeously blends fantasy and

magi-punk elements, with neon signs and arcane mechanisms adorning ornate brick townhouses

and cobbled streets. There’s a giant stone portal at one end and a great lift at the other, with winding

alleys and bustling markets in between. Everything fits together perfectly, and I love it.

At the time of writing, there’s one zone to explore, the Highlands, as well as nine procedurally

generated dungeons, all of which are similarly stylized and aesthetically well-composed. The open

world has stunning vistas in every direction, and the dungeons are just about interesting and varied

enough that they’d be satisfying were it not for Wayfinder’s repetitive gameplay (more on that later).

Wayfinder’s playable characters—the Wayfinders themselves—take center stage. There are only six,

but they’re all charming, eccentric, and colorful, with distinct personalities and clear silhouettes that

are easy to distinguish from a distance. Think Overwatch but with a far more limited selection.

Each character offers a different gameplay style with themed abilities that (usually) cleverly

synergize with each other. Combat, while basic, is enjoyable enough to serve as a solid foundation

for Wayfinder’s gameplay loop. Hacking, slashing, and blasting your way through dungeons and

open world content is fun and satisfying, if a bit mindless, and it’s a decent way to unwind after a

long day in the same way you’d sit back on the couch to grind a few hours of Diablo or Path of Exile.

The Bad: Repetitive, grindy, and stretched too thin

I hope you enjoy Wayfinder’s scant selection of dungeons, as you’ll be running them ad nauseum.
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Speaking of grinding, you’ll be doing a lot of it in Wayfinder, and that’s where my criticism begins.

Like butter scraped over too much bread, Wayfinder spreads its content far too thin, and despite its

initial luster and charm, the game feels sparse from the very beginning.

You’ll be slowly drip-fed new dungeons to explore over dozens of hours of gameplay, and after

unlocking one, you’ll be running it time and time again with different affixes. The dungeons

themselves do contain a few clever puzzles and events, but every quest sends you to find pointless

MacGuffins that aren’t guaranteed to show up each run, and you’ll be repeating these dungeons so

much that you’ll be beyond sick of them before you’re even halfway through your quest log.

It’s not just the dungeons that are tedious: Wayfinder’s open world quests send you back and forth

between the Highlands and Skylight so many times it’s agonizing, especially when the game

frequently takes over a minute to load and sometimes gets stuck on loading screens. Every time you

load, it’s a gamble whether you’ll need to force quit and relaunch, which only makes tedious back-

and-forth fetch quests take even longer.

The whole game is deliberately padded out like this because beneath the surface, there just isn’t

much there. It hurts even more that these issues are only the icing on the cake.

The Ugly: Queues, loading screens, and glitches galore

You better get used to seeing this screen a lot… unless you buy a new loading screen from the battle pass (yes, that’s a thing).
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I played on PS5 and needed to quit and relaunch Wayfinder no less than 10 times in 20 hours.

Often, you’ll wait two or three minutes for the game to load the next area, only to realize that the

game has crashed and you’ll either need to relaunch or sit there forever. Relaunching isn’t fast,

either, as you’ll usually be waiting in a queue before you can play.

Yes, you read that correctly, Wayfinder still has login queues. Granted, there were always less than

five players in the queue, at least when I played, that speaks volumes about the issues with the way

Wayfinder handles its online servers. These server issues are likely responsible for the long load

times, too, and players on Reddit aren’t short of complaints.

In response to a post asking “How are the servers now?,” this Reddit user gave an insightful reply.

Despite Wayfinder’s issues, the developers continue to add new weapons and cosmetics that

players can purchase for real money. The game launched with so little to offer that I find it truly

egregious for the developers’ efforts to focus on purchasable items above fixes and new content, but

I guess that’s 2023 for you.

Is Wayfinder any good?

With all that said and done, I could get past the glitches, long load times, and unfriendly

monetization if there was some substance—some meat in the sandwich—but there just isn’t.

Wayfinder is a thin game through and through, and until the developers make some meaningful

updates with new content, particularly new open world areas, dungeons, and quests, the game is

impossible to recommend in its current form.

Still, I might play it again this evening.
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Still not great. There's a queue of 1 to 8 people whenever you log in. Logging in takes a full minute or two. Entering
and exiting dungeons also takes at least a full minute. Same goes for changing zones. I occasionally get kicked
from zoning, but it's an uncommon occurrence for me nowadays. I'm running a 13th-gen i9, RTX 4080, 2TD M2
SSD, and 32 GB RAM, fwiw.

Is it better than the first week of early access? Yes. How much of that improvement is because less than 10% of
the original population is still playing? Unclear.

Until this game has load times at least rivaling those of WoW, I'd say to save your time and money and play other
games while Wayfinder still gets the kinks worked out.
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Librerías Cuando Sus Empleados Están…
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No matter how you play, ROG has the greatest gaming gifts this
holiday season
Something for every gamer on your list.

Dot Esports Brand Partnerships | Published: Nov 20, 2024 5:17 PM UTC

This article was written in partnership with Asus

Stuck for gaming gifts this holiday season? Don’t panic, ROG is here, with enough gaming gifts to

knock Santa’s socks off! It doesn’t matter how and where you game, ROG has you covered with

some world-class gaming gear. 

ROG is the king of gaming hardware, and for nearly 20 years it’s been providing the tech to keep

players ahead of the game. So if you’re hunting for a gaming present, whether it’s for you or a loved

one, skip Santa’s workshop and head to ROG for gifts that are guaranteed to make a splash. 

Game on the go with the ROG Ally X handheld PC, the perfect gift for playing whatever you

want wherever you like

Want to play games on the go? Level up with the ROG Ally X, the perfect, ultra-portable powerhouse

for gaming anywhere. Powered by Windows 11, it has a pin-sharp, VRR-enabled 7-inch screen and a

massive battery for hours and hours of portable fun. Soar through the cosmos with Starfield or get

down and dirty with Street Fighter 6, it’s up to you. It boasts:

An 80 watt hour battery life, for up to 2.7 hours of serious gaming or 14.5 hours of video

playback and streaming

24GB of memory, 8GB of which can be allocated to VRAM for those more demanding games

Full compatibility with all Windows 11 games, so no need to check if your favourite game is

supported

Don’t let its ultra-portability fool you; the ROG Ally X is a dynamite gaming device and perfect for

playing PC games wherever you might feel that gaming itch.

Buy the ROG Ally X here

Need to play and create on the move? ROG has you covered with the powerful and versatile

Zephyrus G14 and Zephyrus G16.

The Zephyrus G14 and G16 are ROG’s lifestyle gaming laptops. These dream machines boast epic

image quality and next-level gaming performance, with the quality and reliability you can expect from

ROG. You don’t have to lock yourself into gaming or creating, either; these laptops have the power to

juggle both, perfect when you need a break. Whichever model ends up under the tree this holiday,

the lucky recipient can look forward to:

A beautiful, sleek aluminum chassis

A stunning, color accurate ROG Nebula OLED display, with a mind-blowingly low 0.2ms

response time, perfect for gaming

Enough power for games and professional tasks such as video editing and design 

The Zephyrus G14 and Zephyrus G16 can also be equipped with up to a RTX 4070 and RTX 4090

respectively, giving these powerhouse laptops an extra boost. Whether you’re gifting for a student, a

professional, a gamer or somewhere in between, the Zephyrus G14 and G16 offer a brilliant balance

of power and portability.

Buy the ROG Zephyrus G14 here and the ROG Zephyrus G16 here.

Gift the ultimate PC powerhouse with the Strix series, perfect for hardcore gamers who

demand the best

But what if the person you’re buying for is a hardcore gamer who wants their games to run super-

smooth and look amazing with it? That’s where ROG’s Strix series of laptops comes in. There are

several to choose from, but every Strix is designed to deliver the ultimate in gaming performance.

ROG has used their years of expertise to squeeze every last drop of power out of these models and

it shows.

Gift a ROG Strix this holiday season and you’re getting ultimate PC power, including:

A top-tier gaming CPU and GPU, with upgradeable memory and storage, with a responsive

2.00mm key travel keyboard

ROG Intelligent Cooling, to ensure your Strix hits high wattage, letting you eke out every last

drop performance

A ROG Nebula HDR Display, Mini LED capable of up to 1100 HDR peak brightness

The ROG Strix doesn’t compromise; ROG has gone all out to make the Strix a perfect gift for

hardcore gamers who need the absolute best, so if you’re shopping for power, the Strix series

should be your first choice.

Buy a ROG Strix gaming laptop here

 Unwrap Exclusive ROG Holiday Deals! 

Take advantage of these limited-time offers to make your holidays unforgettable.

ROG Zephyrus G16  – Enjoy up to $400 off this powerful and versatile gaming laptop!

ROG Strix G18 – Save up to $400 on this powerhouse gaming machine, perfect for hardcore

gamers!

ROG Flow X16 – Don’t miss out on one of the season’s biggest discounts on this stunning,

high-performance convertible gaming laptop!

 Grab These ROG Deals Before They’re Gone!

Which gift you should go for depends on who you’re buying for. The ROG Ally X should be your

choice for handheld PC gaming, and if it’s versatility you’re after, the ROG Zephyr G14 and G16 are

ideal. But if you want the ultimate in gaming power and performance, it’s the ROG Strix all the way.

Those are just some of the highlights of ROG’s massive range, which encompasses everything from

handhelds and laptops to graphics cards and desktops. Whether you’re hunting for that perfect

gaming gift, or just buying for yourself, save yourself some serious time and stop by ROG. Just don’t

tell the elves, they’ll only get jealous.
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Best games to play first with PS5 Pro Enhanced
The best of the best on PS5 Pro Enhanced.

Abdul Saad | Published: Nov 14, 2024 5:34 PM UTC

Screenshot by Dot Esports

The PlayStation 5 Pro is finally available to several loyal PlayStation fans who demand more from

their consoles and require better visuals and performance. Several first-party and third-party games

take advantage of the console’s new capabilities, but some do so better than others.

Here are some of the best-looking and most responsive games that take advantage of the

PlayStation 5 Pro.

Best games to play on PS5 Pro Enhanced

Dead Island 2 

Dead Island 2 gets a visual overhaul. Image via Deep Silver

Dambuster Studios’ excellent second installment in the Dead Island series already launched with

marvelous visuals, crisp models, responsive motions, and a great, consistent frame rate. However,

the PlayStation 5 Pro takes things up a notch by cranking up the resolution to 4K, with an increased

lower bound of 60fps. Additionally, the PlayStation 5 Pro update adds improved shadow quality,

longer draw distances, higher-quality motion blur and depth of field, plus better texture filtering. All

these new additions make this hack-and-slash more fun and the overall zombie-slaying experience

more enjoyable and engaging.

Demon’s Souls

Demon’s Souls is even more engaging on PlayStation 5 Pro. Screenshot by Dot Esports

Demon’s Souls launched with the base PlayStation 5 and showcased what the console is capable of

across the board. As such, it’s no surprise the game is also among the first titles to take advantage

of the PlayStation 5 Pro’s capabilities with its changes. The most important new change is the

PlayStation 5’s base Fidelity mode, which has been significantly upgraded from a 30fps cap to 60.

The game utilizes the console’s Spectral Super Resolution support to do this and improves its

dynamic lighting in the process. The new improvements make exploring Boleteria and overcoming all

its challenges even more engaging to experience.

The Last of Us Part I

The Last of Us Part I makes a good story even better. Image via Naughty Dog

The third release of the first The Last of Us game already launched with impeccable visuals, better

frame rates, and newer, more modern-looking models, allowing for the best gameplay experience.

The new PlayStation 5 Pro update provides even sharper details and bumps the frame rate to 60fps

while outputting 4K resolution. The bump in visuals is incredibly noticeable, especially when

compared to other games that have received the Pro treatment. Additionally, the Performance and

Fidelity rendering modes are still available and provide a smoother experience and high frame rates

compared to the original PS5. These upgrades make the excellent narrative more immersive in the

remake and provide a more engaging experience.

Marvel’s Spider-Man 2

Marvel’s Spider-Man 2 gets more detailed models and reflections. Image via Insomniac Games

Insomniac’s latest release in the Spider-Man series is already a juggernaut in both visuals and

performance. Exploring New York City as your favorite web-slinger has never been as fun or as

immersive due to the modern capabilities of PlayStation 5. Combat has a lot more variety and, in the

process, is more fun and engaging. The sequel makes a giant leap from the previous title in terms of

visuals by including all-new models, expanded cities, a slew of new costumes, and much more. 

However, the new PlayStation 5 Pro support update takes things further by overhauling ray tracing,

making New York more vibrant than it has ever been in a video game. The enhancements provide

more reflective surfaces and puddles and better performance across the board, making Marvel’s
Spider-Man 2 on PlayStation 5 Pro the best way to play the game.

Horizon Zero Dawn: Remastered

Horizon Zero Dawn Remastered runs amazingly on the PlayStation 5 Pro. Screenshot by Dot Esports

Horizon Zero Dawn: Remastered launched at a fortuitous time, shortly before the launch of the

PlayStation 5 Pro. It promises several improvements over the original, including amazing visuals with

4K and HDR support, faster load times, adaptive trigger support, and much more. The remaster

builds upon the original game in many ways and looks as good as a remake when compared to

other modern remasters. The PlayStation 5 Pro update further enhances the experience by

upgrading the game’s already stellar lighting effects and reflections. It also upgrades the frame rate,

provides faster loading times, and crisper textures. While the remaster already offers players a whole

lot more to enjoy, the PlayStation 5 Pro nearly perfects the experience and makes Horizon Zero
Dawn: Remastered the definitive version of the game.

Alan Wake 2

Alan Wake 2 gets a significant quality bump thanks to PSSR. Screenshot by Dot Esports

Alan Wake 2 is one of last year’s most memorable and entertaining survival horror games that offers

both Alan Wake and horror game fans an unforgettable narrative and gameplay experience. The

game’s original PlayStation 5 launch is no slouch, as it sports a good Quality and Performance mode

that sports a stable 60fps. However, the PlayStation 5 Pro version enhances the visual experience

by adding new ray tracing features that are highly noticeable in many of the vibrant areas around

Bright Falls, improving the overall cinematic experience. It also improves performance mode by

adding even more frames than the base version, thanks to the power of the PSSR.

Hogwarts Legacy

Hogwarts Legacy is more immersive on PS5 Pro. Image via Avalanche Software

Hogwarts Legacy already launched with impressive visuals last year. With outstanding effects,

amazing art direction, and detailed models, the game is a feast for the eyes. And while the

PlayStation 5 Pro version does not add any new modes, it upgrades the graphical features using

PSSR and enhances the visual fidelity to 4K. The console’s High Frame Rate performance mode

also uncaps the frame rate at 4K. Additionally, the Pro version upgrades the game’s Ray Tracing

capabilities, resulting in clearer reflections, more vibrant colors, and more detailed models. All these

improvements make the wizarding world more inviting and the gameplay experience more

engaging. 

Baldur’s Gate 3

Baldur’s Gate 3 is better on PlayStation 5 Pro. Image via Larian Studios

Larian Studio’s installment in the Baldur’s Gate series is no slouch in terms of graphics and

performance. While the quality pales in comparison to the PC version, the console version (and

specifically the base PlayStation 5 version) has great quality and performance features. However, the

PlayStation 5 Pro goes even further by boosting performance throughout the game’s three acts. The

new console also upgrades the game’s lighting and provides more detailed environments. So while

the Pro doesn’t add any new modes, it improves stability, image quality, and performance

throughout. This makes exploring the world of the Forgotten Realms, meeting its many interesting

characters, and saving it from the Illithid invasion much more immersive.

Stellar Blade

Stellar Blade is more thrilling with the technical enhancements. Screenshot by Dot Esports

Stellar Blade launched earlier this year and amazed fans with its impeccable gameplay and, well,

stellar visuals. The PlayStation 5 Pro version upgrades the experience in all the right ways as it

improves visuals and adds two new performance settings, the Pro and Pro Max modes. The Pro

mode provides you a stable and constant 60fps framerate with high-quality fidelity, including 1080p

and 1440p. The Pro Max mode, on the other hand, boosts the resolution to 4K at just under 60fps.

The extra frames and the improved image quality make Stellar Blade more enjoyable than it already

is.

Final Fantasy 7 Rebirth

Final Fantasy 7 Rebirth gets a much needed visual boost. Image via Square Enix

Another game that launched as a PlayStation 5 exclusive, Final Fantasy 7 Rebirth sports great

visuals at 1080p and 2K fidelity, but is often inconsistent on the base console. Now, with its latest

PlayStation 5 Pro-targeted update, the game has received a Versatility Mode, which combines both

the 60fps of Performance Mode and the high resolution of Graphic Mode by using the power of

PSSR. This allows Final Fantasy 7 Rebirth to run at an impressive and consistent 60fps at 4K, giving

the game the much-needed quality and performance boost it deserves.
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