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BLACK  MYTH: WUKONG

Black Myth Wukong review: Exceptional combat but frustratingly
restrictive
Despite a few shortcomings, Black: Myth Wukong earns its place in the Soulslike pantheon.

Tom Foley | Published: Aug 16, 2024 2:00 PM UTC 0

Image via Game Science

We’re living in the age of the Soulslike, and Black Myth: Wukong is living proof. Gone are the

days of mediocre action-RPGs that barely hold a candle to FromSoftware’s greats; developers

are spitting out exceptional Soulslikes left and right, and now it’s Wukong’s turn to take center

stage.

RECOMMENDED VIDEOS

Black Myth: Wukong is the first AAA-standard release from Chinese developer Game Science.

It’s loud and dramatic from the get-go, with top-tier combat and more top-quality boss fights

than I’ve ever seen in a Soulslike. But while it does lots of things right, it’s missing a few

important elements of the formula, stopping it shy of achieving true greatness.

If you came for the boss fights, you’re in the right place

The Yaoguai range from gorgeous to grotesque, and he’s definitely part of the latter. Screenshot by Dot Esports

I’ll get straight to the point: Black Myth: Wukong’s combat and boss fights are excellent.

Shortly after finishing the opening section, you awaken in a patch of dirt with nothing but a

staff and a health bar, and a few moments later, it’s time to start smashing skulls. While

Wukong lacks the build diversity of Souls games and most Soulslikes, its combat is refined,

tightly designed, and—best of all—fun. You can’t parry, but there’s a perfect dodge system

that feels satisfying and responsive, although the slow-mo effect when you evade perfectly

does throw me off occasionally by making me mistime my next dodge roll.

Hitboxes feel pixel-perfect for the most part, and attacks are well-telegraphed, so when you

die, it’s usually because you need to git gud. Importantly, there are tons of different enemy

types (with a whole host of new enemies every chapter), so combat always feels fresh, and

my god, the boss fights. They’re ruthlessly challenging, especially from chapter two onward,

and there are so many—from field minibosses to full-scale battles with Yaoguai—gargantuan

Chinese mythological monsters ranging from gorgeous to grotesque. You could transpose

these boss fights into a FromSoftware game and probably wouldn’t know the difference,

which is a glowing compliment to Game Science’s boss designers.

So, if you love Souls games for their rigorously refined combat and bombastic bosses, you’re

in for a treat. But if you love Souls games for their build diversity, replayability, and

exploration, you’re out of luck. There’s little in the way of build customization, and your version

of Sun Wukong probably plays almost identically to mine. There are passive skill trees, and

you can occasionally choose which permanent stats to upgrade; just don’t expect anything

close to the freedom of other mainstream Soulslikes. You’re playing one character with one

moveset and a (somewhat customizable) handful of spells, and you should expect that to stay

the same throughout most of your playthrough.

The world is visually gorgeous, but shallow beneath the
surface

Don’t expect as many branching paths and shortcuts as a Souls game. Image via Game Science

Likewise, if you’re hoping for a wide, open world to explore with lots of shortcuts and

branching paths, you’ll be disappointed. Black Myth: Wukong isn’t an open-world game and

doesn’t pretend to be. Each chapter has its own distinct biome—think green forests, yellow

deserts, and snowy peaks, with zero overlap. There are cutscene transitions between each

chapter, but you can freely travel back to old areas whenever you want. And while the first

chapter is mostly linear, I was very impressed by the openness of the second. 

Black Myth: Wukong doesn’t have an open world, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t worth

exploring. The outdoor environments are jaw-droppingly beautiful, which is likely down to the

power of the Unreal Engine, but hats off to Game Science for making it work so well. But while

the world is stunning, the level design leaves a lot to be desired. There are a few important

(and missable) things to find off the beaten path, like treasure chests, meditation spots, and

plants to mix into stat-buffing potions, but good luck working out where you’re going.

Wukong’s biomes are disappointingly homogenous, so aside from a few striking exceptions,

every area within a chapter looks almost identical. You start in a green forest, and a few hours

later, at the end of chapter one, you’re still in that same green forest. There are very few

discernable landmarks, unlike in Souls games, where past and future areas are clearly

telegraphed on the horizon. Chapter two is full of branching paths, though, and even a door

that “doesn’t open from this side” (praise the Souls!), but the whole map looks so goddamn

similar that backtracking for things you missed is an exercise in patience.

The worst part is that there are invisible walls everywhere. It’s not uncommon to see a path

that looks like it hides a secret, but nope, there’s an invisible wall blocking the way. There’s a

strange design dissonance in having secrets tucked in unlikely places, but to find those

places, you need to repeatedly bash your head against invisible walls until you find a spot that

isn’t blocked off.

A worthy addition to the Soulslike pantheon

Bosses are ruthlessly challenging and satisfying to beat, and that’s probably why you’re here. Image via Game Science

Despite their shortcomings, these design elements come together to form a tight, polished

package that feels deliberate and engaging from the start. Black Myth: Wukong certainly isn’t

without its flaws, and I amassed a fair few gripes during my playtime, but they didn’t

substantially detract from my enjoyment.

There are a few bugs (but nothing game-breaking), the story is woefully confusing (but that’s

par for the course in a Soulslike), and I wish there was more freedom to create and explore.

But all things considered, Game Science did an excellent job at making an action-RPG that

stands up to the titans of the genre, which is especially commendable considering it’s the

developer’s first big project. So, despite allegations of sexism running rife within Game

Science, I’m confident this isn’t the last we’ll be seeing of them. Black Myth: Wukong is a top-

tier Soulslike, and if you love Souls games for their combat and boss fights, you won’t regret

your purchase.

8 Black Myth: Wukong

Black Myth: Wukong is living proof that developers other than

FromSoftware can create top-tier action-RPGs. Its exploration and

character customization are more restrictive than I'd have liked, but its

combat and boss fights are second to none.

Pros

Great combat

Great bosses

Beautiful graphics

Polished and well-presented

Cons

Limited build diversity

Limited exploration

Invisible walls

Confusing story

A copy of this game was provided by Game Science for review. Reviewed on PC.
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Black Myth Wukong developer controversy, explained
Hopefully, it doesn't affect Black Myth Wukong.

Andrew Highton | Published: Aug 15, 2024 2:41 PM UTC

Image via Game Science

Controversy is courting Black Myth: Wukong ahead of its big release. No matter how

promising Game Science’s action title looks, allegations of rife developer sexism are shrouding

its potential.

Black Myth: Wukong looks incredible, it has to be said. All of its pre-release trailers and

gameplay footage wowed us in some capacity, but the sexism controversy has overshadowed

its long-awaited release (check out our countdown).

What is the Black Myth Wukong controversy?

The game itself is free of controversy at least. Image via Game Science

The Black Myth: Wukong sexism controversy stems from employee reports that developers at

Game Science have been making sexist comments for many years, and there’s a suggestion

the company doesn’t want women playing its games.

In the last few years, we’ve seen a series of worrying insights into the video game industry’s

behind-the-scenes nature. Activision notoriously came under fire in 2021 after a report

indicated sexual harassment and sexism were ongoing in the company. Ubisoft was also

accused of embodying a similar “toxic culture.”

According to IGN, posts from members of the studio were found on Chinese social media site

Weibo containing “multiple references to genitalia and sexual innuendos. These have

provoked a backlash among some in the games community, many of whom are women.”

The Gamer also reported alleged recruitment posters for Game Science advertising a “friends

with benefits” culture at work, as well as a disturbing implication: “Fatties should fuck off.”

Worse still, using translated Weibo posts again, Game Science co-founder Yang Qi ranted

about how certain games are specifically made for different genders. He claims games for

men are like “holding a heavy machine gun and shooting at governments in your dreams, what

the ladies are dreaming about are bags that would make their friends jealous.”

It remains to be seen if the controversy will negatively impact Black Myth: Wukong’s sales.

The action title will be released on Aug. 20, 2024, in several editions and with special pre-

order bonuses.

This isn’t all, either, as you can download the Black Myth: Wukong benchmark tool to

ascertain how well your gaming rig performs ahead of the review embargo lifting.
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How to download and use the Black Myth Wukong Benchmark
Tool
How well does Black Myth: Wukong run on your machine?

Zack Palm | Published: Aug 14, 2024 5:44 PM UTC

Image via Game Science

Making sure your machine can run a game is always important before you purchase it,

especially one as hefty and beautiful as Black Myth: Wukong. The developers were kind

enough to create a Benchmark Tool that allows you to test your hardware before you play the

game.

The Benchmark Tool for Black Myth: Wukong shouldn’t take you longer than 10 minutes to

download to ensure your machine can run the game. The download may take longer than the

use of the tool, though. After it’s done, you’ll have a good idea if your computer hardware can

withstand the graphics and breakneck speeds of Black Myth: Wukong, making sure it’s a

worthwhile purchase.

How the Black Myth Wukong Benchmark Tool works

You can download the Black Myth: Wukong Benchmark Tool on Steam. Screenshot by Dot Esports

You can download the Black Myth: Wukong Benchmark Tool by visiting the game’s Steam

Page. If you don’t have a Steam account, you’ll need to create one if you want to use the tool.

It shouldn’t take too long, and the Benchmark Tool is free. After you add it to your library and

download it, launch the Benchmark Tool to begin the process. You’re likely waiting for the

review embargo, too.

The application is a rather straightforward process. Once you’ve launched the Black Myth:

Wukong Benchmark Tool, it’s time to let the application work its magic and go through certain

areas of the game to test your machine. This is primarily why the application takes up eight

gigabytes of memory on your hard drive. It needs to go through areas of the actual game to

ensure your setup can handle it. We recommend not running any other applications

simultaneously while the Benchmark Tool works its magic.

Wait for the Benchmark Tool to run through the entire process. Screenshot by Dot Esports

When you reach the end of the Benchmark Tool, there should be a full breakdown of the FPS,

preferred settings, and overall graphical demand Black Myth: Wukong has on your machine.

Based on these details, you can decide to purchase the game or reconsider if you might want

to buy the game on a different platform, such as PlayStation 5.

Receive a full breakdown of recommended settings. Screenshot by Dot Esports

The choice is yours, but the overall breakdown at the end of the tool should give you an idea

of whether running Black Myth: Wukong on your setup is a good idea. When you finish using

the tool and reach the end, you can screenshot the recommended settings to adjust the

game to them. For those who grab the game before it’s released, there are several pre-order

bonuses for reserving your copy before launch.
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When does the Black Myth Wukong review embargo lift?
The final verdict is coming.

Andrew Highton | Published: Aug 14, 2024 1:07 PM UTC

Image via Game Science

Black Myth: Wukong looks flashy, fun, and frantic, and it could be one of the great titles of

2024. Its genre is all the rage, the story and concept look intriguing and more, and the gaming

world is desperate for the review embargo to lift.

Tackling the unique world of Chinese Mythology, Black Myth: Wukong looks to be a fantastical

ride, and like ourselves, many outlets are desperately waiting for the review embargo to lift to

share all of our thoughts—but we can reveal the time and date for you.

Black Myth Wukong review embargo time and date

We need to do a lot of healing. Image via Game Science

Black Myth: Wukong‘s review embargo officially lifts on Aug. 16 at 9am CDT / 7am PDT / 10am

EDT / 3pm BST / 10pm AEST.

We’ve provided a second-by-second timer (displayed in CDT) showing you how long is left

until the Black Myth: Wukong review lifts so you can see its scores.

Black Myth: Wukong review embargo is now lifted!

Wukong’s action-adventure genre seamlessly combines the calculated combat of an action

game with the innovative and explorative nature of an adventure game to create a coherent

experience. Stellar Blade did this effortlessly a few months ago, as did Final Fantasy 7 Rebirth

and, more recently, Shadow of the Erdtree.

We can’t share any details with you yet, but rest assured, we’ve had more than enough time

with Black Myth: Wukong, so be sure to check back to see Dot Esports’ full review to see if we

liked it!

Keep your Black Myth: Wukong release excitement going by checking out its different editions

and pre-order bonuses.
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All Black Myth: Wukong pre-order bonuses
Get your pre-order in early.

Andrew Highton | Published: Aug 13, 2024 3:32 PM UTC

Screenshot by Dot Esports

Black Myth: Wukong is expected by many to be one of 2024’s biggest titles and threaten the

GOTY conversation, so that means it’s time to get involved and secure yourself a handsome

pre-order bonus.

You’re the odd one out if you’re a developer or publisher not doing at least a pre-order bonus

now. Most companies do them as they reward you for adopting a game early and incentivize

you to do so. Black Myth: Wukong joins the ranks and follows suit with its own pre-order

bonus promotion.

If the power of Wukong himself isn’t enough, maybe the allure of free goodies will make you

go bananas.

Every Black Myth: Wukong pre-order bonus

Not an immediate item. Image by Dot Esports

If you pre-order Black Myth: Wukong, you’re entitled to the “Trailblazer’s Scarlet Gourd” in-

game bonus.

From what we understand, Gourds are Wukong’s main source of healing. It’s unclear at this

time, though, if the bonus is a cosmetic touch to make the Gourd look flashier or if it gives the

consumable practical effects.

If you’re apprehensive about pre-ordering Black Myth: Wukong but don’t want to miss out on

the Trailblazer’s Scarlet Gourd item, “the developers have stated that this item is also

available through in-game progression, but will be available early for those that pre-order,”

according to Game Rant.

There you have it: It’s in Wukong anyway. Pre-ordering or not, the Trailblazer’s Scarlet Gourd

is a universal goodie, and if you’re pre-ordering regardless, getting it early is a bonus.

Black Myth: Wukong has a ton of hype, so check out the latest buzz surrounding the action-

adventure title: How to preload, is it on Game Pass, and what editions are available.
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How to preload Black Myth Wukong
Get Black Myth: Wukong ready.

Andrew Highton | Published: Aug 12, 2024 2:18 PM UTC

Image via Game Science

Black Myth: Wukong is a highly anticipated action-adventure title based on the powerful and

mythical creature—Sun Wukong—and if the allure of Chinese mythology and intense battles is

up your alley, learn how to preload it.

The last few years have seen a flurry of new action-adventure franchises rise. Already in

2024, the style of Stellar Blade lit up screens, and to a more difficult extent, Shadow of the

Erdtree has put its name forward for the Game of the Year candidacy.

Now is the turn of Black Myth: Wukong. Trailers and demos have shown that Wukong has all

the hallmarks of a monumental effort and ticks every box, and you can preload to ensure it’s

available for you the second it’s live.

How to preload Black Myth Wukong on PS5

Do it for Wukong. Screenshot by Dot Esports

To preload Black Myth: Wukong on PlayStation 5, pre-order the action title via the

PlayStation Store and wait for the option to download it to become available.

Check out these detailed steps to preload Black Myth: Wukong on PS5:

1. Boot up your PlayStation 5 and go to the Store to find the Black Myth: Wukong page.

2. In the search bar, look for “Black Myth: Wukong“—although “Black Myth” should suffice.

3. Purchase it to lock in your pre-order.

4. It may not appear right away, but eventually, where the option was to buy it, this will

change to give you an option to download it.

5. Keep checking back for the preload live date, and once available, click to download Black

Myth: Wukong.

6. After downloading, all you have to do is wait until it’s released to play it.

How to preload Black Myth Wukong on PC

Following a similar pattern, Black Myth: Wukong can be pre-ordered on PC through Steam,

and you need to head to the Store, buy Wukong, and download it.

Find out how right here:

1. Go to the Black Myth: Wukong Steam page.

2. Buy either the Standard Digital Deluxe Edition.

3. Complete your pre-order.

4. Now, wait for the opportunity to download and install Wukong.

5. When the title has been installed, you can click to play the second it goes live.

How to preload Black Myth Wukong on Xbox Series X

Preloading Black Myth: Wukong on Xbox Series X also requires you to pre-order the

adventure through the console’s storefront and download it—once the option is allowed.

The Xbox version has been delayed, meaning Xbox players must wait a bit longer before

getting their hands on Black Myth: Wukong.

The action game is expected to arrive on Xbox, so when it does, here’s another quick run-

through of steps to follow:

1. Turn on your Xbox Series X and locate the Store.

2. Search for “Black Myth: Wukong” or “Black Myth.”

3. Pre-order it.

4. Wait for Black Myth: Wukong‘s “Download” option to go live and install it.

5. Once the countdown timer hits 0, jump into the game.

For more on Black Myth: Wukong, check out whether it’s coming to Xbox Game Pass.
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Black Myth Wukong dominates Steam top seller list a week ahead
of launch
The soulslike title seeks to challenge FromSoft's dominance over the genre.

Andrej Barovic | Published: Aug 11, 2024 7:28 PM UTC

Screenshot by Dot Esports via Game Science.

One of the most anticipated titles of the latter half of 2024 is slowly picking up steam on

Steam as its release date gets ever closer. Black Myth: Wukong now sits at the prestigious

number-one spot on Valve’s storefront as its current best-selling game.

The Soulslike game is currently aiming for an Aug. 20 release date and is dominating the top

seller list at the time of writing. It’s pushing ahead of numerous flagship and blockbuster titles,

including God of War (which is currently at a steep discount) and the upcoming Warhammer

40K: Space Marine 2, which holds the third spot. Other games include Elden Ring and

Borderlands 3, the latter of which is also selling at a 90 percent price decrease and is likely

riding the hype of the movie adaptation.

Black Myth seeks to challenge the established soulslike titles. Images via NEOWIZ/Game Science/FromSoftware. Remix by Dot Esports

Black Myth: Wukong aims to challenge the position of critically acclaimed Souls games

developed by FromSoftware, particularly Elden Ring which is one of the best-selling games of

all time. Though, from what we could see in the trailer footage, it might do the game more

justice to compare it with the likes of Lies of P that proved FromSoftware isn’t the only studio

out there capable of creating titles in this mysterious genre.

The Journey to the West-inspired game is being developed by Chinese studio Game Science

and is one of many new games we’re seeing coming out of the country to tackle the massive

Western gaming sphere. Fans are also expecting another similar game, Phantom Blade Zero,

whose release date is unknown and details are few and far between other than a gameplay

reveal shown during the Summer Games Fest.

Whether or not the hype and massive sales are justified will be revealed when the game drops

in less than two weeks’ time on Aug. 20.
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How to find and beat Mysterio in Fortnite Chapter 5, season 4
Master of illusions.

Josh Challies | Published: Aug 16, 2024 8:58 AM UTC

Image via Epic Games

Another new season in Fortnite means there are new bosses to challenge. Spider-Man villain

Mysterio is among them, and we’ve got a guide to help you defeat the master of illusions.

Overcoming Mysterio in Fortnite is worth the effort because it provides top-tier loot. Taking

down the Spider-Man foe rewards you with a Mythic version of the Sovereign Shotgun and

the Stealth Medallion—which provides temporary invisibility when crouched.

As you may expect, defeating Mysterio is not an easy task. We’re here to help, though, with all

the details you need.

Mysterio location in Fortnite

Mysterious girl. Screenshot by Dot Esports

You can only find Mysterio at Doomstadt in Fortnite. As with the other bosses this season,

there’s a change from Chapter Five, season three, and you don’t have to worry about one of

him traveling across the map in a convoy.

Doomstadt is located in the north of the map and is one of the new locations in Fortnite

Chapter Five, season four. It’s east of Rebel’s Roost and north of Restored Reels. Mysterio’s

exact location is visible on the map by the Medallion marker.

How to beat Mysterio in Fortnite

Before tackling bosses like Mysterio in Fortnite, it’s important to collect weapons and fully

charge your shields. Bosses are tough to take down and are supported by minions, while it’s

likely that other players will also be nearby with the same intentions as you.

Where possible, eliminate the goons first to decrease the chances of being overwhelmed.

There’s no specific weapon to use for Mysterio; just ensure it’s one with decent damage and a

quick reload time. Make sure you also have spare shields in case you need to recharge.

Be aware of your surroundings when tackling Mysterio—enemy players may surprise you.

Mysterio does not target other players unless he’s shot by them, so you could get blindsided.
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