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Modern Soulslikes are missing the one thing that makes
FromSoftware games great
It's good to get out of your comfort zone.

Tom Foley | Published: Aug 9, 2024 1:05 PM UTC  0
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Souls games and Soulslikes have never been more popular. As a die-hard FromSoft fan,

I couldn’t be happier, but most recent Soulslikes are missing an important piece of the

puzzle—and it’s holding them back from reaching their true potential.

RECOMMENDED VIDEOS

Over the last few years, we’ve been graced by some outstanding approximations of the

FromSoftware formula. Think of Wo Long: Fallen Dynasty, Nioh 2, and the near-

masterpiece, Lies of P. It’s clear developers other than FromSoftware can deliver

exceptional Soulslikes, and it can only be a good thing for fans of the genre.

These games have a lot of good things in common, like top-tier combat, bombastic

boss fights, and solid build diversity, all of which are key components of the Souls

schematic. But they’re missing something vital. The one thing that makes Souls games

easy to get lost in, gratifying to explore, and endlessly replayable, with a surreal sense

of mystery and wonder that other games fail to capture: An interconnected world with

branching paths, optional content, and myriad secrets to find.

Live by the sword, die by the sword

There’s more to life than taking a pummeling. Image via NEOWIZ

Soulslike developers tend to overfocus on combat difficulty, especially boss fights, and

it’s hurting the genre. Don’t get me wrong—I love challenging bosses, but there should

be more to these games than combat. Specifically, they need deep and rewarding

exploration.

The original Dark Souls’ world design is nothing short of genius. It’s impressively

vertical and teeming with secrets from top to bottom. Starting in Firelink Shrine, you

can head to Undead Burg, New Londo Ruins, or the Catacombs, or traverse the Valley

of Drakes to reach Blighttown or Darkroot Garden. Many of these areas are connected,

so you can take a different route each playthrough. The game always feels fresh,

especially in its first half and especially when you come back to try a new build.

Bloodborne continues the trend, and while the Souls sequels are a bit more linear,

Elden Ring blows the doors off the hinges. Mainstream Soulslikes, with one sole

exception (that I’ll talk about at the end), don’t even attempt to rival FromSoftware in

this realm, which is a crying shame. Exploration is vital to the Soulslike formula, and

constraining players to a linear path doesn’t mesh well with its core ethos. Allow me to

explain.

Let’s mix things up a bit

Dark Souls has the best world design in gaming history. Image via Bandai Namco

Souls games are difficult. Ruthlessly difficult. So, when you’re stuck on a boss or

struggling in a difficult area, it helps if you can head somewhere else for a bit—down a

different route or to a different dungeon—for a change of pace, to level up, or to get

some new items. Lies of P and most other recent Soulslikes are one-track affairs from

start to finish. The only way forward is through, so you have to keep banging your head

against the wall until it cracks. Some players love this kind of difficulty, and I sometimes

enjoy it myself, but I’d at least like the option to go somewhere else. And that’s what

Soulslikes are meant to be about: choice.

Soulslikes have so many weapons and viable builds that they’re substantially more

replayable than most games by nature. It’s so much fun to experiment with new

combinations, and approaching the game with an entirely new playstyle often totally

refreshes the experience. That’s all well and good, but if there’s only one route through

the game, those levels quickly get boring. Plus, when there’s little to find off the beaten

path, you’ve no incentive to explore, and every run becomes a race from A to B.

“
Players need to be pushed out of their comfort zones by a desire to

discover.

In the Souls games and Elden Ring, your choice of build influences your path through

the world. In Dark Souls 3, for example, if you’re playing a Pyromancer, you head to

Farron Keep, the Catacombs of Carthus, Smoldering Lake, and then the Demon Ruins

to get your spells before approaching the Cathedral of the Deep or Irithyll of the Boreal

Valley. In Lies of P, if your weapon of choice comes from the seventh major boss,

there’s nothing you can do but push through until then.

Lastly, Soulslikes need lots of secrets and lucrative rewards stashed away in unlikely

places. They need optional, missable content off the beaten path to incentivize you to

explore and return for a second, third, and fourth playthrough. Soulslikes have brutal,

unforgiving, hostile worlds, and players need to be pushed out of their comfort zones

by a desire to discover. Venturing into a new area unsure of the dangers ahead but

certain there’s valuable loot fosters an enthralling, adrenaline-inducing rush that linear

games simply can’t offer.

Other developers should step up to the challenge

Lords of the Fallen has a wonderfully interconnected world, and I wish other developers would attempt the same. Image via CI

Games

The only Soulslike that does these things right is 2023’s Lords of the Fallen, but it

(quite rightfully) was met with harsh reviews from most critics and the community at

launch. PC and Xbox players faced substantial performance issues on release, and

some players were dissatisfied by its enemy variety. But in my opinion, Lords of the

Fallen has the best interconnected world since the original Dark Souls.

You can probably guess that I absolutely loved it, and I still play occasionally just to

explore and experiment with new builds. Most areas connect to the hub, Skyrest

Bridge; there are long (and perilous) stretches between checkpoints, and every

shortcut feels like a lifesaver. Give it a try if you fancy a Soulslike that feels like a love

letter to the original Dark Souls with a dash of Diablo.

There’s so much untapped potential for developers to create cleverly designed

interwoven worlds that are satisfying to explore in a 3D space, and I sincerely hope

more studios take on the challenge. The next mainstream Soulslike, Black Myth:

Wukong, is right around the corner, launching on Aug. 20. Will it be any different, or will

it continue the trend of linear Soulslikes? If the previews are anything to go by, it’s

essentially a boss rush, but I’d love to be surprised.
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Dot Esports and GG.BET join forces to celebrate the most
epic Dota 2 records ever
To honor Dota 2's incredible legacy, Dot Esports has teamed up with GG.BET to celebrate the game's most epic records.

Dot Esports Brand Partnerships | Published: Jul 25, 2024 1:30 PM UTC
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This article is written in partnership with GG.BET. Check out the DOTA World Records

here.

Looking back at legendary Dota 2 accomplishments.

It’s been over ten years since Dota 2 was released, so there’s no better time to

recognize the amazing accomplishments this MOBA has seen.

Who could have dreamt that something that started life as a Warcraft III mod would

have become a global esports phenomenon? But Dota 2 has gone from strength to

strength, bringing us phenomenal players, epic, nail-biting matches, and much, much

more. 

So, we’ve teamed up with GG.BET Esports betting brand to recognise Dota 2’s game-

changing impact. We’ve created a virtual monument, celebrating the legends who have

elevated this MOBA and turned it into the world-class esport it is today.

We’re not just talking about Dota 2’s big winners, either; with GG.BET’s help, we’ve dug

into every element of this esport, from players to content creators to presenters and

matches and beyond. Ever wondered which player made the most money from their

Dota 2 skills? Which was the longest competitive game? And which presenter appeared

at the most TIs? Those are just some of the Dota 2 records we’ve preserved for

posterity.

We pride ourselves on being esports experts, and we dug deeper than ever to unearth

these records, achievements that we were truly worthy of preservation. But we felt that

to make this project truly outstanding, we’d need some equally special support. GG.BET

has a history of investing in esports and supporting the creation of top-tier esports

content, which is why we turned to them to help launch this epic Dota 2 project.

Few games have the sheer staying power of Dota 2. It’s captured the hearts and minds

of not only its competitors but the millions of eager spectators who, offline and online,

cheer their gaming heroes on. It’s exciting to imagine just what the next decade will

hold, and the players and creators who’ll usher in a new age of Dota 2.

But that doesn’t mean we should forget the pioneers who first stepped up, many of

whom are still battling away. Dota 2 would be a dim memory without them, instead of

the magnificent, much-loved MOBA it is today. With our dedicated Dota 2 records site,

their epic esports accomplishments will live on forever.
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From Elden Ring to God of War, gamers debate which title
has the best first boss
Which big bad boss set the standard?

Imag
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There’s nothing like turning on a new video game and experiencing its gameplay for the

first time, especially a game’s first boss battle.

There have been plenty of great first boss battles over the years, but a recent Reddit

thread posted on r/Gaming asked which one was the best. The original poster listed

several examples that they believe “set the standard of bosses for that game.” These

included Valus from Shadow of the Colossus and Poseidon from God of War 3. The

latter franchise was one that frequently came up in replies to the thread, with some

even saying that every first boss in PlayStation’s fantasy action series was fantastic but

for different reasons. However, Baldur/The Stranger from 2018’s God of War got plenty

of love for its music, gameplay, and how well it sets up the rest of Kratos and Atreus’

journey in the reboot.

One of the many bosses in Elden Ring. Screenshot by Dot Esports

Several titles developed by FromSoftware were also discussed in the thread. There

were mentions of the Cleric Beast (or Gascoigne depending on how you played, as

there were several conflicting answers) from Bloodborne and Gundyr from Dark Souls

3. FromSoftware’s masterpiece Elden Ring also came up several times, unsurprisingly.

Due to the open-ended nature of the game’s world, players came up with several

different answers for who is the true first boss of the game.

Is it the Grafted Scion that you encounter after you initially create your character? Is it

the Tree Sentinel in Limgrave that pops up after the tutorial? Or maybe it is Margit the

Fell Omen, the beast that lives outside of Stormveil Castle. It makes for a fascinating

discussion in the midst of an already interesting question.

But the debate also underscores just how good the boss battles in FromSoftware

games can be, first or otherwise, and that each one fulfills the purpose of setting their

respective games up for what is to come.

Dot Esports is supported by our audience. When you purchase through links on our site, we may earn a small affiliate commission. 
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The 5 best demos from Summer Game Fest you need to try
right now
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Steam Next Fest has seen hundreds of demos available to try out—a daunting prospect

for players due to the wealth of options available. But we’re here to help with our tip on

five titles you should download immediately.

From creature-collectors to racing games, everything is covered in Steam Next Fest’s

abundant list of demos. We’ve picked out five in particular that have quickly struck a

chord with players around the globe.

Creatures of Ava

Sheer beauty. Image via 11 Bit Studios

This creature-collecting game is the complete opposite of Palworld, where you exploit

the Pals you encounter for your benefit; the premise of Creatures of Ava is to save the

animals you meet on your travels and help cure the planet of a life-consuming infection.

This action-adventure provides gorgeous environments, puzzles to solve, and adorable

creatures while teaching a lesson on empathy that we should all take to heart to solve

environmental issues on our own planet.

Tiny Glade

Castle on the hill. Image via Pounce Light

Tiny Glade has no objectivess—nothing to manage, no enemies to defeat, no tasks to

complete, and no direction. Instead, it’s a cozy game where you doodle buildings and

castles, watching how the pieces you place interact with each other—and it’s addictive.

I’ve played my fair share of city-builders where you’re left juggling sanitation,

education, traffic, and everything else, and there’s no such stress with Tiny Glade.

Instead, there’s freedom to explore, experiment, and cherish the cute creations that will

come to life in front of you.

First Dwarf

Build away. Image via Star Drifters

I was sold the minute I realized I could play as a mech-riding Dwarf and a Dragon, but

there’s a lot more to offer in First Dwarf than just those two fantasy creatures. It

immediately scratched my itch for gathering resources and expanding my base, with a

nice bit of combat thrown in too.

The demo gives a great taste of what you can expect during early access, which is due

to be released on June 19, so I highly recommend testing it out before then to see if it

floats your boat.

Test Drive Unlimited Solar Crown

Up to speed. Image via KT Racing

If you’re looking for something different to the Forza Horizon series, look no further

than Test Drive Unlimited Solar Crown. After a 13-year hiatus, the franchise returns for

a full launch on Sept. 12 and you can enjoy a chunky taste of what’s on offer in the

Steam Next Fest demo.

Car-collecting, finding bonuses, setting records at speed traps and, of course, racing

will be familiar to those who enjoy games like Forza Horizon and The Crew. But the big

difference is Test Drive Unlimited Solar Crown isn’t just about the cars; there’s plenty of

player customization, and, when you do get behind the wheel, you have the option of a

leisurely Sunday drive using indicators and obeying traffic laws.

StarVaders

Deck it out. Image via StarVaders Studio

I’m sad I have to wait until 2025 for this rogue-like, deckbuilding, turn-based strategy

game. It scratches several itches in my brain thanks to its mash-up of different games

and styles, so I found myself wishlisting it within just a few rounds.
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