MICHELLE DBAMA. 9EAR DKL

JANUARY 2009. THE INAUGURAL
BALL IN WASHINGTON D.C. FIRST
LADY MICHELLE OBAMA'S YEAR
BEGING IN HIGH STYLE.

ME? I'M HOME IN BROOKLYN,
NEW YORK, WATCHING ON
"'ELE‘HIE-I{'JN LIKE EVEEYEC‘D‘#‘
ELSE. F Il




THIS ALL STARTS FOR ME, A FEW WEEKS EARLIER. GUY SAYS "I THINK HER FIRST YEAR AS FIRST
GUY WALKS UF TO MY DESK, PROFS A FOLPER ON LAPY MIGHT MAKE FOR AN INTERESTING STORY.™
IT. DAVIS, I THINE HIS NAME WS, 3 WHO AM 1 TO PISAGREET I'M. JUST A EHL.LJB

COMIC BOCJF WRITER.

S0 I FOLLOW MICHELLE OBAMA'S JOURNEY

VERY CLOSELY OVER THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS. ||
I TELL DAVIS I'LL FAX HiM MY FINDINGS BEFORE
THE FIRST SHNOW FALLS IN WASHINGTON D.C.

AND NOW T'M GONNA TELL YOU THAT STORY. || gl
50 SIT TIGHT AND LISTEN KEENLY WHILE || | RIGHT ON!
10O IT TO YOU IN YOUR EAR HOLE. I THINK

YOU'RE GONNA DI& WHAT 1'M SAYING.

RIGHT, MR. PEEPERS?




JUST TO BACKTRACK A LITTLE BIT

YOU'LL RECALL THAT BARACK OBAMA
DEFEATED JOHN MCCAM IN THE 2008
FPRESIPENTIAL ELECTION BY A SOUND
MARGIN.

MICHELLE OBAMA WAS TO BECOME
THE NATION'S FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN
FIRST LADY. SHE WAS NOT, CONTRARY
TO POPULAR BELIEF, THE TALLEST.
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WITH THAT IN MIND, SHE ASKED HER MOTHER,
MAREIAN ROBINSON, TO MOVE INTO THE WHITE |
HOUSE AND HELF LOOK AFTER HER CHILPREN,
SASHA AND MALIA. ¥

AMERICA WOULD NOT ONLY HAVE A NEW PRESIPENT
ANC? FIRﬁT LAD‘#' IT WOULD HAVE TS FIRST-EVER

IF Nl:’l'l'llﬂl’:-" ELSE, THE UNUSUAL
ARRANGEMENT SEEMELD SURE TO

SUPFLY LATE-NIGHT COMEDIANS iR
WITH ENOUGH MATERIAL FOR AN - TP I EVER
ENDLESS SUPPLY OF MOTHER-IN- |0 Sl i S TELL YOU ABOUT MY

LAW JOKES. : . W : MOTHER-IN-LAW,
PALL?




ON JANUARY 17TH, THREE DAYS BEFORE SHE WOULD
OFFICIALLY BECOME FIRST LAY MICHELLE CELEBRATED HOW PO I ENOW THIS?
HER 45TH BIRTHDAY WITH HER HUSBAND AT THE EQUINOY, WHC PO YOU THNK WAS
AN UPSCALE WASHINGTON D.C. RESTAURANT.

THAT DINNER WAS A NICE MOMENT-PROBABLY ONE OF THE LAST TRLILY PRIVATE
PINNERS EITHER OF THEM WILL HAVE FOR AT LEAST FOUR YEARS. THREE DAYS
LATER, BARACK OBAMA WAS SWORN INTO OFFICE...AND EVERYTHING CHANGED.
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WHEN A PROMINENT U.5. TOYMAKER TRIED TO MARKET
"BEANME" STYLE POLLS HAMED "SWEET S45HA™ AND
"HARVELOLS MALM,T THE NEW FIRST MOM HIT THE CEILING.

"WE BELIEVE IT IS INAPPROPRIATE TO USE YOUING FRIVATE CITIZENS
FOR MARKETING PURPOSES, * SHE SAID THROUGH A SPOKESWOMAN.
AND THE DOLLS WERE IMMEDIATELY TAKEN OFF THE MARKET.
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PETERMINED NOT TO BE PIGEONHOLED—AS PREVIOUS FIRST
LAPIES HAD—AS AMERICA'S STYLISTA-IN-CHIER MICHELLE ALSO
CARVED OUT A ROLE FOR HERSELF IN THE AREA OF PUBLIC

LIKE THE LILY LEPBETTER RECEFTION, THOSE
APFEARANCES RECEIVED SCANT COVERAGE IN
SHE SPOKE OUT EAELY AND OFTEN ON THE PRESS, WHICH SEEMED UNNATURALLY OBSESSED
BEHALF OF HER HUSBAND'S STIMULUS WITH THE NEW FIRST LADY'S WELL-TONED ARMS. ?‘

- =
ADMITTEDLY, THAT FIRST OFFICIAL \
WHITE HOUSE PORTRAIT DIDN'T HELR.
WELCOME TO THE &UN SHOW, AMERICA!

WARMING IN FRONT OF AN AUPIENCE OF 1000
AT THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY..

I LIKEWISE, A FEBRUARY SPEECH ON GLOBAL =

WS DEOWNED OUT BY THE CACOPHONY
THE UNVEILING OF A MICHELLE OBAMA WAX DUMMY AT
MAPAME TUSSAUD'S IN WASHINGTON D.C.




IF THERE WERE PITFALLS TO BEINGS AN INTERNATIONAL THE EURCOPEAN TOUR WAS A MIX. OF STYLE, SUBSTANCE...
CELEBHEITY, THERE WERE PERKS AS WELL. N APRE AND SLAPSTICK. IN ENGLAND, SHE VISITED A CANCER WARD
MICHELLE MADE HER FIRST TEIF ABROAD AS FIRST LADY WITH THE WIFE OF BRITISH FRIME MINISTER SORPON BROWN.

IT WAS A GOOR PHOTO OP=AND IT HELPER
WiN OVER THE LSUALLY SNARKY BRITISH
TABLOWDS TO HER SIDE. ONE NEWSPAPER
ACCOUNT CRACKED THAT, NEXT TO AMERICA'S
FIRST LADY, SARAH BROWN LOOKED AT

THEW THERE WAS A BIT OF A
KERFUFFLE IN THE PEESS WHEN
MICHELLE BREACHED ROYAL
ETIGUETTE BY TOUCHNG GIUEEN
ELIZABETH'S BACK PURING A
RECEFTION AT BUCKINGHAM
FALACE.




THIS MINOR FAUX PAS HAD THE POTENTIAL TO CAUSE MAJOR
HEADACHES FOR THE WHITE HOUSE. THE BRITISH PRESS WAS
ALREADY SEETHING OVER BARACK OBAMA'S ALLEGEDLY TACKY
GIFT OF Z5 DVDS TO PRIME MINISTER GORPON BROWN.

You
HAVEN'T SEEN
AZE VENTURA LINTIL
YOU'VE SEEN IT IN
BLLU-RAY!

THE GOOD VIBES CONTINLIED OVER THE
CHANNEL IN FRANCE, WHERE MICHELLE
SCHMOOZED WITH THAT OTHER GLAMOROUS

EVERYONE SEEMED TO BE EXPECTING
A MAJOR CATFIGHT/SMACKDOWN
BETWEEN THE TWO INTERNATIONAL
STYLE ICONS—EXCEPT THE TWO .
WOMEN IN GLESTION, WHO &OT
ALONG QUITE CORDIALLY.

----

BUT GUESS WHATT THE DOG PIDNT HUNT.
WHILE THE AMERICAN MEPIA COVERED THE
"BREACH OF ROYAL PROTOCOL,” THE
BREITISH PRESS WAS TOO SMITTEM WITH
MICHELLE OBAMA'S ERSONAL STYLE TO CARE.
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BACK IN THE STATES, THE FIRST LADY WARMED THE
HEARTS OF FOOPIES EVERYWHERE BY PLANTING
AN ORGANIC GARDPEN AT THE WHITE HOUSE.

BY LATE SPRING, THE PRESIPENTIAL VESGIE F':T-_C-HW

THE FARM LOBBY, TO BE FAIR, WAS NOT EXACTLY STOKED THAT
THE FIRST COUPLE WAS GROWING THEIR OWN TOMATOES, THYME,

"OREANIC LIMOLSINE LIBERALS. "
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| | NOW ME, I'VE ALWAYS BEEN IN FAVOR OF GROWING
YOUR OWN. AND I MAINTAIN SOME HYDROPONIC
"CROPS" AROUND MY HOME FOR JUST THAT PURPOSE.

JUST POIN' MY PART
FOR THE CAUSE.
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UNPETERRED BY THE MAYSAYERS, MES. O PRESSED ON WITH
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ELMO WASN'T THE ONLY ADORABLE FURRY CREATURE TO
MEET THE FIRST LAD'Y THAT SPRING. THE EASTER BUNNY

HIMSELF DROPPED BY THE WHITE HOUSE FOR THE ANNUAL |/
HDLLINE'GFTPEEEEE.' _— -

YOU CYNICS OUT THERE CAN CHUCKLE ALL
YOU WANT, BUT THE KIDS DUG IT AND THE
FIRST LARY USED THE EVENT TO PROMOTE
THE IPEA OF PHYSICAL FITNESS AND
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IN ANY CASE, I MISSED THE WESTERN
SWING DUE TO AIRPORT REGULATIONS
ON PERSONAL HYGIENE. BUT I WAS
FULLY CLOTHED AND BACK ON THE
CASE WHEN THE OBAMAS MADE THEIR
NEXT STOR, ON MARTHA'S VINEYARD.
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UNFORTUNATELY, SUMMER VACATION WRAPFPED UF ON A SAP
NOTE WITH NEWS OF THE PASSING OF SENATOR EDPWARD
KENNEDY, ONE OF BARACK OBAMA'S PFOLITICAL PAPRONES,

THE FIRST COUPLE
HEADED TO
MASSACHUSETTS
FOR THE FUNERAL.

ATTENDING FUNERALS |5 ONE
OF THE LEAST GLAMOROUS,
MOST UNHERALDED ASFECTS
OF BEING FIRST LADY. YOU
PON'T READ ABOUT THIS PART
OF THE &1& IN THE STYLE
PASES, BUT IT'S ABSOLUTELY
NECESSARY. YOU TAKE THE
CEUNCHY WITH THE SWEET,

I clESS. |
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OF CVIC RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE FIRST LADY

SWIVELS—BREEAKING FAT NIXON'S
OLP RECORD, OR SO I'M TOLP. |
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OF 45 PIECES OF ART TO HANGS ON
THE WALLS OF THE WHITE HOUSE
PRIVATE RESIPENCE AND OFFICES.
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SPEAKING OF PASTRY... ENTERTAINING CONTINUED TO TAKE UP
A LOT OF THE FIRST LAPY'S TIME. IN SEFTEMBER, SHE HAD
PUTCH CEOWN PRINCE WILLEM-ALEXANDER AND PRINCESS

MAXIMA OVER FOR TEA. | T

,.’F
{.-:J_ /
S J.'
- FOLLOWING HER LEAD ON THE HEALTHY
. Q% ® EATING FRONT, A LOCAL WASHINGTON
D.C. EATERY INTROPUCED THE MICHELLE
MELT, A TURKEY BURGER MADE WITH
K FRESH: LOCALLY GROWN INGREDIENTS.
{ 7
THE FIRST LAPY TRIEP ONE HERSELF
AND PRONOUNCED IT GO0 BATING.
LOCAVORE THAT 1 AM, I'M INCLINED
O ASREE.
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ONE PRESUMES THE GRUB WASNT GUITE
AS NOURISHIMNG LATER IN OCTOBER, WHEN |
MICHELLE AND VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN'S
WIFE JILL ATTENDEDR GAME ONE OF THE [
WORLDP SERIES AT YANKEE STADIUM. i

YOG| BERRA WAS ON
HAND—ANP 50 WAS 1.

SOMEWHERE IN THAT WHIELWIND OF ACTIVITY THE OBAMAS
FOUND TIME TO CELEBRATE THEIR CELEBRATING THEIR

SEVENTEENTH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY AT THE BLUEPUCK
TAVERN, A SOIGNEE RESTAURANT IN THE NATION'S CAPTTAL. |




IEHELLE ST 2 By i

OLYMPIC COMMITTEE PRESIPENT
JACGUES ROGGEE AND PRESSED
HER HOMETOWN'S CASE AT A
SERIES OF HEH-FROFILE
SCHMOOZEFESTS.

e e |'--,__ X
i e

N THE ENP, SAPLY, IT WAS NOT TO BE. CHICAGO CAME IN FOURTH
MAKING THEIR FITCHES IN THE

THE FOUR FINALISTS
CAPITAL. CHICAGOANS WERE CRUSHED. IT WAS A RARE

DANISH
MOMENT OF PISAPFOINTMENT IN AN OTHERWISE SUCCESSFUL YEAR FOR THE FIRST LADY




A ELLE aaa =L 20

AFTER THE STING OF THE OLYMPIC REJECTION THE FIRST LADY GAVE A SFEECH ON WOMEN AND HEALTH

CARE AT THE EISENHOWER EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING N
WASHINGTON. BUT ALL THE PEESS WANTED TO TALK ABOUT
WAS THE LARSE BELT SHE WORE FOR THE OCCASION.

AND WHEN TEAUMATIC REAL-LIFE EVENTZ INTERVENE--LIKE THE FUNERALS OF SLAIN
SOLPIERS AT FORT HOOP—WELL, YOU HAVE TO SWITCH GEARS AND HANDLE THAT TOO.




THAN ON NOVEMBER 24, WHEN BARACK AND MICHELLE

nﬁmwmﬁaﬁmmmﬂmmﬁmm
I‘DETED THEIR FIRST STATE PINNER AT THE WHITE HOUSE.

INPIAN PRIME MINISTER MANMOHAN
SINGH COULDPN'T HAVE ASKED FOR

A BETTER HOST AND HOSTESS.

INVITATIONS CRASHED THE PARTY, CREATING

1%
£ THEN TWO WHACK JOBS WHO PIPNT HAVE
f AN INTERNATIONAL MEDIA UPROAR.
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L HELLE DBFR, 2 .25

WORRY, WITH THREE YEARS TO GO IN BARACK'S WHY, IF THIS WERE A SUPERHERC cOMIC BOCK,
FIRST TERM, THIS E REALLY OHL-Y‘I'I'E' BEGINNING WE'D HAVE JUST GOTTEN THROUWSH THE ORIGIN
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ol L e p— TORY AND THE HERC'S FIRST ADVENTURE.
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\ ' .| |RULL EXTENT OF HER POWERS, MAKING SMALL

\ N I | |ALTERATIONS TO HER COSTUME, AND GETTING
—_—— b READY TO TAKE ON HER FIRST SUPERVILLAIN.

BUT WHILE SHE'S AN EXTRAORDINARY
WOMAN IN MANY RESPECTS, MICHELLE e
OBAMA 15 NOT A SUPERHERD. NOT Pty N

YET ANYWAY. BUT WHO KNOWS? [ / 7 N
T i'r //'

e W% e || AFew BUcKS SELLING THE
| | : L'w«;‘( " 7| | PICTURES TO THE PAPERS.
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OH, UH,
GO00 MORNING,
CHIZHESTER.
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