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expressbeauty Feature

TEXT tan siok hoon  PhoTograPhy steve koh   
STyling karen hoo & tan siok hoon  

EdgE Of 
ElEgancE
Celebrate the return of the elegant 
female with the season’s refined 
dresses and the most beautiful, 
precious jewellery

a
ndrogyny and fetish-inspired 
fashion may have taken the 
spotlight on the catwalks of 
FW 2011/12 but brewing on 
the fringes of these attention-
grabbing trends lies a style 

that will offer a welcome relief from all the 
fashion aggression. Inspired by the grandeur of 
mid-century couture worn by screen sirens of 
the late 30s, film noir femme fatales a decade 
later and smouldering actresses of the 60s, this 
renewed elegance flaunted by retro hotties 
the likes of Rita Hayworth, Lauren Bacall, 
Marlene Dietrich, Catherine Deneuve, Grace 
Kelly and Tippi Hedren will be an ally worth 
getting re-acquainted with after a long fashion 
chase of edgy trends. A model we worked with 

recently was heard lamenting, “I am 23 and 
I want to look like a woman,” after fashion 
stylists repeatedly instructed her to project 
fierce, brooding and androgynous looks time 
after time.

As if on cue with this craving for a 
fashionable, feminine redux, you can bet on 
Miuccia Prada to be the first to tap on this 
zeitgeist. She trawled the broad-shouldered 
elegance of the 40s and subverted it to create a 
sexy avant-garde for her other label, Miu Miu. 
Marc Jacobs interjected his fetish-esque looks 
at Louis Vuitton with French maid dresses 
which were full of decorum yet simmered with 
a restrained sensuality. Hitchcock heroines 
lent Tomas Maier at Bottega Veneta creative 
leeway for a line of lacy 
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Mod Luxe
Onda earrings and necklace 
in yellow gold with peridots, 
citrine quartzes, amethysts 
and diamonds, Flora ring in 
yellow gold with amethysts, 
peridots and diamonds and 
Parentesi cocktail ring in 
pink gold with citrine quartz 
and pavé diamonds (top to 
bottom), all Bulgari; pailette 
dress, Prada.
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