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ARTS

The Ridgewood Arts Council is pre-
senting an artist talk with actress and
Ridgewood native Ali Stroker from 8 to 9
p.m. on April 19 via Zoom.

The talk is the first of a series that the
council will host.

“Having Ali Stroker as our first artist
talk speaker since shutting down due to
the pandemic was Dana Glazer's amaz-
ing idea,” said Sherry Frank, co-presi-
dent of RAC. “Ali was the perfect person
to ask to be our featured speaker and
she was our first choice." 

“Ali epitomizes the values that we
hope will be associated with Ridge-
wood,” said Glazer, co-president of RAC.
“Beyond being a Tony Award-winning
celebrity, she’s considered to be a hero
to many as she serves as an example of
strength, resilience and hope.” 

Stroker won the Tony Award for Best
Featured Actress in a Musical for her
performance as Ado Annie in “Oklaho-
ma!” She made history in 2015 as the
first actor in a wheelchair to appear on
Broadway. Stroker also has numerous
television credits, including starring
roles on “The Glee Project” and most re-
cently in Lifetime’s film, “Christmas
Ever After.”

“I loved performing and growing up
in Ridgewood and am so grateful for the
incredible support I received from this
community,” Stroker said. “I’d never be
where I am today without all of you.”

Laurie Sales, who directed Stroker in
several plays at Ridgewood High School,
will conduct the interview. “I'm so excit-
ed to be back in my hometown to chat
about the last decade of my life with one
of my favorite people in the world, Lau-
rie Sales,” Stroker said.

RAC’s mission is to promote and sup-
port the vital part the arts play in en-
riching the lives of Ridgewood resi-
dents. “We feel passionate about creat-
ing meaningful experiences that’ll help
shape, connect and define the distinct
character of our incredible town,” Glazer
said.

Arts events help foster a feeling of
rootedness in the community, which is
especially needed during the pandemic,
according to Frank. “It helps us experi-
ence a deeper connection to our neigh-
bors, friends and family, which will im-
pact our local economies, as well,” Frank
said. “Our talented pool of local artists
makes Ridgewood a lively and more ro-
bust place to be.”

In addition to future artist talks, RAC
is in the process of updating their web-
site, which will include a community
arts calendar where local organizations
and artists can share information about
their upcoming events. They also hope
to have an art festival in The Village this
fall.

The Ridgewood Arts Council’s artist
talks are free and open to the public.
Contact RidgewoodArtsCouncilE-
vents@gmail.com to RSVP for the event.
Those interested in joining RAC can
contact RAC@ridgewoodnj.net.
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You're not the only one who's been
anxiously awaiting a COVID relief
check.

Theaters, museums and other New
Jersey arts institutions, faced with the
daunting task of starting up again after
a disastrous year, are about to get $15
million worth of needed help.

A bill signed into law Thursday by
Gov. Phil Murphy — S-3521 — will pro-
vide $7.5 million in federal aid to for-
profit arts organizations, to be dis-
bursed through the state's Economic
Development Authority. Another $7.5
million will be available to not-for-profit
groups, through the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts.

All eligible groups will be invited to
apply to the appropriate agency at some
point in the near future: keep an eye on
the two web sites for further updates.

"This is needed desperately by arts
groups as they begin to plan for reopen-
ing," said Ann Marie Miller, director of
advocacy and public policy for ArtPRide
NJ, an arts advocacy group.

Many venues need to upgrade, in
terms of air circulation and other health
concerns, in order to operate in a post-
COVID world, Miller said. And many
have to rehire staff on furlough in order
to start back up — only, with nothing
coming into the box office for more than
a year, they have no money to rehire
with. 

"Many people have been furloughed
or laid off," Miller said. "The state num-
ber I heard, within the [arts] industry is
63%. Meanwhile, the earned revenue in
these places is zero, for the most part.
Most of these arts groups have been do-
ing virtual programming, and most of it
has been for free."

The arts, in New Jersey, are getting a
small but significant slice of a $100 mil-
lion pie. Federal COVID relief is being
distributed to New Jerseyans through
five bills that have been making their
way through the state Legislature over
the past month. 

Restaurants will be getting $35 mil-
lion, microbusinesses (five employees
or less) will be getting $25 million, day
care centers will be getting $10 million,
and another $15 million will be going to
miscellaneous other businesses and
nonprofits. Some of these bills are
pending.

"This money is really important to get
New Jersey's economy back up and run-
ning," said Darryl Isherwood, spokes-
man for the governor's office.

The arts bill was sponsored by sena-
tors Joseph Lagana (D-Bergen/Passa-
ic), Dawn Marie Addiego (R-Burling-
ton), and Vin Gopal (D-Monmouth) and

assembly members Linda Carter (D-
Middlesex), Angela McKnight (D-Hud-
son), and Eric Houghtaling (D-Mon-
mouth).

"We're incredibly grateful to Gover-
nor Murphy and the Legislature for rec-
ognizing the importance of the arts as
part of New Jersey's overall recovery,"
said Michelle Baxter-Schaffer, spokes-
woman for the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts. "We look forward to putting
New Jerseyans back to work and allow-
ing our state's arts community to wel-
come audiences back safely."
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Fremont Community Theatre hasn't had any audience members since March 2020, with the COVID-19 pandemic shutting
down productions at the theater. FCT hopes to start holding live performances again in 2021. DANIEL CARSON/THE

NEWS-MESSENGER
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