AND EMOTION

Shoegaze

My Bloody Valentine What is it?

signed to Creation
Records in 1988,

We all remember the dance, if you can call it that.

and their second studio Almost an antitoxin to the blissed out hand waving
album, 1991 is Loveless, of acid house dancing, the obligatory movement
is now heralded as a to a shoegazing number was exactly that, stare at

shoegaze masterpiece o . g
. P your shoes fi which must remain fixed to the ground,

natch fi with the most passionless face you can muster
as you sway your body, putting as little effort into the
whole thing as possible. If acid house, then, was the
sound of chemically-assisted exuberance,

shoegaze was its shyer, more introverted cousin.
Characterised by distorted guitars, droning riffs and
woozy vocals, this was The Velvet Underground meets
Phil Spectoris Wall of Sound. Its frontline artists,

from Ride to My Bloody Valentine to Slowdive,
werenit exactly known for their elaborate stagecraft

fi it was de rigueur for this music that its practitioners
would glare intensely at their feet i or sometimes their
effects pedals fi while playing, hence the genreis
pejorative music critic-coined name.
Shoegazingis time in the sun was short-lived,
however fi grunge and Britpop would sideline it in
the second half of the 90s and its headline

acts would either split (Chapterhouse called it
aday in 1994, Slowdive in {95, Ride in 96,

My Bloody Valentine in i97) or adapt to the
changing times (Lush, who had started out
shoegaze, discovered melody with their second
album). Those pining for its distorted, feedback-
fuelled sounds, however, can rest assured that
Ride, Slowdive and My Bloody Valentine have
since reformed and are very much keeping the
shoegazing flame alive.
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Noughties, and guitarist
Rowe released a solo recorf
featuring many of his forme
bandmates, in 2023.

<4 MY BLOODY VA

Kevin Shieldsi band were t

1983 in Ireland, they signe(

Isnit Anything in the Novem

opener Soft As Snow (But

melodies, creating a sound S
studio perfectionism fi layering guitars to the po
album Loveless a landmark of the genre. The reg
influencing everyone from Radiohead to US shq




