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A new SECOND HOME puls FAMILY FIRST on MARTHA'S VINEYARD

INTERVIEW WITH KAREN BOW, KAREN BOW INTERIORS | PHOTOGRAPHER AMY VISCHIO

left: In the mudroom, a built-in
bench features a cushionin a
C&C Milano fabric by Artistic
Upholstery, and baskets by
Serena & Lily corral essentials;
the powder room's nautical
theme comes to life with a
mirror and wallpaper from
Serena & Lily; a Nantucket-
style door by Simpson Door
Company with added hardware
conceals the laundry room.
opposite: The dining area is
furnished with a table and
chairs by Richard Wrightman
Design; the fabric is by
Rosemary Hallgarten.
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These clients are good friends of yours—how far do you go back?

I met them when our daughters were in kindergarten, so they’re lifelong
friends of mine. Theyre based in Darien, and this is their new second
home on Martha’s Vineyard. I did their Darien home as well, so this wasn’t
my first project with them, and it was truly an honor to work on this
house. They were really involved, and it was definitely a collaboration.

How have they been using the home? At this time, they’ve actually been
self-isolating here, and they told me it’s really been a gift. The husband
works in the city, their daughter works in Boston, their son goes to school
in Boston, and the daughter’s boyfriend works in the city, so all five have
been staying here together. It’s such a beautiful, peaceful place. The house
has many areas where people can gather and get together, but it also has
plenty of spaces where people can duck away and do their job. Everyone
has their designated area to get work done, and it’s funny—the daughter’s
“office” is in the basement in the fly room, where her father keeps all of

his fishing equipment!
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this spread: In the

living room, bottles and
glassware are displayed on
bar shelving by Amuneal.
The shades on either side
of the bar and the drapes
were crafted from Romo
fabrics, and the pillows
on the sofas are covered
in Rosemary Hallgarten
fabrics; the shades, drapes
and pillows were all made
by Artistic Upholstery.
Arug by Elizabeth Eakins
is underfoot, and the pair
of coffee table/benches
by The New Traditionalists
doubles as a large serving
tray when the two are
pushed together

during parties.
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this spread: The floor wa:
dropp&dfrom the kitche
into the living roomto adc
dimension to the oper
space. Kitchen stools by
0&G Studio offer plenty.c
seating at the island,
the B&B ltalia sofas
living room. The sofa
coffee table/benche
arranged as mirror i
of each o
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this spread: The spacious
kitchen is fitted with
cabinetry by Dillon
Creations, island lights
and tile from Waterworks,
hardware by Merit and a
Lacanche stove. Marble
from Everest Marble was
installed by Stepping
Stones Marble & Granite,
and vases from Terrain dot
the windowsill.
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this spread: Grounded by a rug from Elizabeth Eakins, the cozy office is furnished with chairs from Serena & Lily in a C&C Milano fabric, and the ottoman fabric
and blanket are both from Rosemary Hallgarten. A C&C Milano fabric was also used for the shades and the window seat pillow, all made by Artistic Upholstery.
A photograph by Barbara Erdmann Photography hangs above the fireplace.

What were the priorities for this house? They wanted it to be very user-
friendly—they’re the most social family you’ll ever meet, and they love
entertaining. Things couldn’t be precious, but they still needed to look
really pretty. For instance, in the living room, those sectionals are outdoor
furniture from B&B Italia. Since they’re floating, it was important to me
that they have a great-looking profile, but they needed to be durable as
well. We used an indoor/outdoor fabric on them, and you can sit on the
arms and they’re not going to cave in. This is a party house, so we needed
furniture that would hold up.

Tell me about the ottomans and the bar there. My friend is a very gra-
cious host—she could give Martha Stewart a run for her money—and she
throws the best parties. They wanted ottomans that you could put your
feet up on, but they also needed a place where you could put a cheese plate
or drinks when entertaining. I designed these ottomans to do both—there

is a cushion to put your feet on, a place to put food or drinks next to it,
and the cushion can slide left or right. And while the ottomans are sepa-
rate pieces, the genius of them is that you can push them together during
a party and create one giant serving tray. The sectionals and ottomans
are mirrored in each other, which is also fun. As for the bar, the pool is
just outside those doors, so we needed the bar to be close. A carpenter
made it, and it’s decked out with a refrigerator, bar and ice maker, and the
glass-and-brass shelving is a classic nod to the Vineyard. There are a lot

of subtle plays on the Vineyard throughout the house.

I'll bet the kitchen and dining area are getting a lot of use. Yes—since
they’ve been self-isolating here, my friend has been cooking for everyone
and has really learned how to use the Lacanche stove, and she said the
space has been working beautifully. They needed a really well-functioning
kitchen, and for a house this large, this is a classic kitchen that is pretty
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this spread: The serene master
suite is outfitted with a bed,
rug and nightstands from
Serena & Lily, and Coyuchi
bedding from Home Boutique
of Greenwich adds a luxurious
touch. A photograph by
Barbara Erdmann Photography
presides over the bed, and

the window treatments were
made by Artistic Upholstery

in a C&C Milano fabric. In the
bathroom, towels from Home
Boutique of Greenwich and a
stool from Serena & Lily stand
ready by the tub. Moroccan tile
from Greenwich Tile & Marble
covers the floor, the vanity is
by J. Tribble and the shower
hardware is from Barber
Wilsons & Co.

“We wanted (0 EMBRACE (he
[act that you're on
MARTHA'S VINEYARD without
gelting Kitschy.”

—KAREN BOW
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“The BEST part about this project was
being wilh DEAR FRIENDS.”

—KAREN BOW
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above: In the son’s room, the wallpaper, bed, nightstands and rug, all from Serena & Lily, set a calming tone, with linens from Home Boutique of Greenwich dressing the bed. In the corner,
a comfy chair is topped with a nautical-themed pillow and seated next to a cleaned-lined dresser and lamp, all from Serena & Lily. opposite: Built-in shelving and built-in toe-to-toe tandem
beds with trundle beds underneath, all by Dillon Creations, offer storage and seating in the bunk room. The bedding is from Home Boutique of Greenwich, and the rug and
Riviera baskets are from Serena & Lily. A Jack-and-Jill bathroom, covered in Moroccan floor tile from Greenwich Tile & Marble, connects the two bedrooms.

yet still so functional. In the dining area, I really love the chandelier over
the table. We wanted to embrace the fact that you're on Martha’s Vineyard
without getting kitschy, and I'm just crazy about that light; it’s like a work
of art. It's made of matte ceramic fish, and it’s just amazing. The painting
behind the table is by a local artist, and I loved that as well. The table is by a
designer in Long Island City—I went to his showroom and found inspira-
tion in what he does, and he custom-built this table for me. What's great
is that the table expands to 17 feet and takes up the entire length of that
space, which is wonderful for entertaining. We also had the designer make
the bench along the back and the chairs.

| see an office—who is using this space? There’s where the husband
is working at the moment. Since it’s right off of the main entrance, we
wanted it to have a bit of a formality to it. We also wanted it to feel like a
cozy winter room, to have some warmth yet still live well with the rest of
the house.

What drove the look of their master suite? They were looking for a calm,

serene feel and a relaxed elegance, which is a feeling found throughout the

rest of the house as well. There is also a loft area in this bedroom, and I
felt strongly about the type of staircase we needed for the loft and where it
should go. The mudroom just outside the bedroom is a primary entrance
from the front of the house, and when you come inside that door, the
master bedroom is to your left. I wanted people to walk into the house,
look around, peek into the master bedroom and say, “Ooh, what is that?”
when they saw the staircase. I felt that putting the staircase where it is
definitely created that moment, and the cables on it are another nod to
the Vineyard. I'm also all about making something your own—I was at
Terrain and saw these scalloped marble cutting boards, and I used them
to top the blue linen nightstands. That choice made those nightstands
their own.

Tell me about the bedrooms upstairs. These are technically guest rooms,
since the children are older, and I like that it’s transitional from room to
room—when you're upstairs, your eye just effortlessly travels around, and
the bedrooms all live so well together. I sort of treated the upstairs like an
open floor plan in that way. This is a party house, and I didn’t want any-

one to feel like the bedrooms were so intimate that they couldn’t go into
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this page: A pair of dressers from Serena & Lily offers pleasing
symmetry in the daughter’'s room. In the bathroom, lights from
Urban Archaeology flank the mirrors, the Moroccan floor tile is
from Greenwich Tile & Marble, and the towels are from
Home Boutique of Greenwich.
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this page: A loveseat from
Serena & Lily gives the space
a suite-like feel, and the rug is
also from Serena & Lily.
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left: The daughter’'s room
opens up to an outdoor deck
with views of the water. The
wallpaper, bedding and lights
are by Serena & Lily.

them. It was all about scale and proportion, and furniture placement was
really important. The daughter’s room is the one with the bathroom with
the blue walls, and I wanted this room to look more like a suite. We placed
the bed looking out toward the deck (you can see the ocean from up
there), and we gave balance to the space with the twin dressers—I loved
that symmetry. The medallion wallpaper transitioned into the bathroom
as the paint color. There wasn’t space in the bunk room for bunk beds, so
the built-in téte-a-téte beds with trundle beds underneath make the room

a space to hang out in as well as to sleep.

Any overall favorite pieces? I really do love the sectionals in the living
room. I feel like they’re high style yet durable, and they meet the needs
of the space really well. Those sofas are going to be around for life. They
can easily be reupholstered, and we have a winter fabric we want to use to
make slipcovers. And the ottomans are definitely another favorite—that
was one of the things my friend asked for, and I was really proud that I
was able to create ottomans for her that have form and function.

What was the best part about working with such good friends? It was
wonderful to have this lifelong friendship and to take it on the road. She
is a road warrior—we went everywhere together. We would go into the
city and shop and had so much fun doing it. At a time like this, with
everything going on, I could start crying because I miss her so much.
The best part about this was being with dear friends. I asked my friend
how she feels about spending this time here, and she said, “Although we
are obviously thinking of all of those suffering with their health or losing
jobs or businesses, we feel very lucky to be able to spend so much time
together in our beautiful home. And it also feels nice to be able to support
this small, hardworking island community and their businesses that have
given so much to us. We never thought wed have the opportunity to live

in and love this home so much.” —INTERVIEW BY LAUREN FETTERMAN

Resources:

Interior designer: Karen Bow Interiors, Darien; 914-953-1517; karenbow.com
Architect: Patrick Ahearn, Patrick Ahearn Architect, Edgartown and Boston, MA;
508-939-9312; patrickahearn.com

Builder: John Magnuson, Burnham & Magnuson Builders, Edgartown, MA;
508-627-5019; burnhamandmagnuson.com

Kitchen cabinets: Ryan Dillon, Dillon Creations, Vineyard Haven, MA; 508-939-0469
Upholstery workroom: Artistic Upholstery, Norwalk; 203-849-8907;
artisticupholsteryandfabrics.com
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