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color, pattern and texture offer a family-friendly spin on luxury

LIVABLE      LUXE



LIVABLE      LUXE

this spread: In the living 
room, a curved sofa lends 

itself to intimate conversations 
during family gatherings. A 

Stark carpet grounds the floor, 
the backs of the chairs are 

covered in a Kravet Couture 
fabric and the sconces are 

from Kelly Wearstler.

interview with cami fareri  luppino & al ana irwin,  lulu home  |   photo grapher jane beiles
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These are clients you’ve worked with before, right?

Cami Fareri Luppino: Yes—the clients are Bruce and Hilary Murray, and 
they’re wonderful people and great to work with. Bruce is a SiriusXM 
NFL Radio host, and Hilary is a luxury travel advisor. They have 
three boys and two dogs, and we had designed their previous home in 
Chappaqua. Very sadly, they had a devastating house fire and lost all of 
their belongings. They never had intentions of moving, but as a result 
of losing their home, they found this new home in Greenwich built by 
an amazing builder, Jim Gardiner of CLT Development. They called 
us and said, “We think we found our home. Would you come look at it 
with us?” They then brought us on, and it was a very fast turnaround. 
From the moment we stepped inside the house for the first time to the 
moment we received their sign-off, we had all of our orders placed and 
everything set within three weeks. The house stayed as is, but we did go 

in with a cabinetmaker and outfitted a ton of custom built-ins. We also 
built out the entire basement. 

What was their vision for their new home? CL: They wanted luxe, 
they wanted memorable, they wanted color, and they wanted some 
unexpected touches. Since we had worked with them in the past, Bruce 
and Hilary really trusted our vision, and with the timeline we were 
working with, it was helpful to be on the same visual page as them. 
Alana Irwin: I would say the home is very luxe, but in a family-friendly 
way. For example, there is a grand leather chandelier in the dining room—
it’s not glitzy, but it’s still impactful. The home is luxe without the glitz.
CL: It’s livable luxe.
AI: Cami and I looked at the bones of the house and what we thought 
would work best, and that’s what we presented to Bruce, Hilary and 



opposite: An Arteriors lamp 
provides a source of light 
in the living room, and the 

drapery fabric is  
from Casamance.  

this page, bottom left  
and bottom right: Original art 
by Jacques Nestlé is displayed 

in the living room 
built-ins; a SkLO vase 

 is an elegant accessory. 
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“The dining room is 
my favorite space. It’s a 
marriage of everything 

I love about design.”
—cami fareri luppino

this page: The family 
room’s neutral palette 
gets a dose of texture 

from a Phillip Jeffries’s 
wallcovering on the 

ceiling. A Lee Industries 
sectional in a Crypton 

Performance fabric offers 
ample seating, and an 

Aronson Woodworks 
console and a Ben & Aja 

Blanc mirror create a chic 
vignette in the corner. 
opposite: The dining 

room’s statement-maker 
is a leather chandelier 

custom-made in South 
Africa, and a pair of lamps 

by Thomas O’Brien for 
Visual Comfort flanks  

a mirror from 
Modern History.



the boys on presentation day. We prayed that they would love it, and 
thankfully, they did! 

Did you collaborate with other design professionals on this project?

CL: The builder was instrumental. Jim is such a yes man. We’d say, “Do 
you think it’s possible…,” and before we could finish our sentence, he 
would say, “Yes.” We felt as if we had all been working together for years, 
and we really functioned as a cohesive team. This was also the first 
project for Alana and me together as lulu HOME.

How did you arrive on the color palette? CL: There is a continuity in the 
various spaces, in the sense that the background colors all seamlessly flow 
from one space to the next. Each room required its own identity, in that 
we chose to implement a saturated color into each space, giving them all 
a different color vibe. The clients are drawn to blue, so that’s definitely a 
theme throughout, with a different hue of it found in each space.
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left: A sofa and chairs from 
Restoration Hardware and 

the use of Perennials fabrics 
on the upholstery ensure 
the four-season porch is 

fit for family as well as the 
Murrays’ two dogs. opposite, 

clockwise from top left: 
A custom banquette designed 

by lulu HOME maximizes 
space in a high-traffic area; 

a Cole & Son wallcovering 
is a whimsical touch in the 

powder room, and the Roman 
shade is made from a Zinc 

Textile fabric; lanterns by 
Circa Lighting preside over the 

island in the kitchen, and the 
cherry sculptures on top of 

the island are from Arteriors; 
Hilary’s office is crowned by 
an Arteriors chandelier, and 
Vanguard swivel chairs offer 

comfy perches for clients.
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AI: In the family room, we didn’t actually use that much color. We wanted 
this room to be more layered, neutral and quiet. We didn’t want it to be 
overpowering with color, but rather relaxing and calm. We think of it as 
“the Hamptons in Greenwich,” and the Phillip Jeffries grasscloth on the 
ceiling adds so much texture to the room. We used a lot more color in the 
bedrooms—we had a lot of fun and went mad with color up there.

The living and dining rooms flow into each other. How did you design 

these two? CL: I think the rooms are great counterbalances to one 
another. There are various structural components that repeat, like the 

texture and the shape and form of the upholstery fabric on the backs 
of the living room chairs, and we were very mindful about picking the 
drapery fabrics. Patterns repeating was important. We didn’t want the 
two rooms to conflict.
AI: When you’re in the dining room looking into the living room, you see 
the backs of the two chairs in the living room. We came up with the idea 
to use this structural, almost art-like fabric on the backs of the chairs, 
and that was the jumping-off point for the living room; we built the 
space around that. For the dining room, the focus is definitely the leather 
chandelier, and there is a beautiful gray putty color lacquered on the walls. 
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this spread: A wallcovering by Emma 
Hayes for Bradley launched the design 
of the master bedroom, and the sofa in 
the seating area adds another pop of 
blue to the space. A Currey & Company 
chandelier is above, and a pair of 
Arteriors lamps flanks the bed. In the 
master bath, honed dolomite was used 
on the floor, in the shower and for the 
countertop of the dark blue vanity.

“I would say the home 
is very luxe, but in a 
family-friendly way.”

—alana irwin
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The color is more in the living room, and there are more muted tones in 
the dining room. The star was the chandelier.
CL: We were strategic about keeping the dining room quieter, and to 
Alana’s point, the artwork is certainly the chandelier, so it was intentional 
that we didn’t include any other art.

this spread: In one of the 
sons’ bedrooms, a blue 
geometric wallcovering 
from Kravet is echoed in 
Roman shades made from 
a Kravet fabric, and the 
light fixture above the bed 
is from Jonathan Adler. In 
the en suite bath, a graphic 
Villa Nova wallcovering 
bears the same tones as 
the Schumacher fabric 
used for the Roman shade.

AI: And both rooms are definitely being used—right after we installed, 
Bruce and Hilary had a party the following weekend!

I spy a blue banquette in the kitchen. What was the thought behind this?

CL: The window behind the banquette is on axis with the front door. 
From a usage and space-planning perspective, this area was a bit snug for 
a dining table. Because they’re a large family with kids coming and going, 
it was important to maintain an open flow from the foyer into the kitchen 
and between the kitchen and the family room. We designed the banquette 
to nestle into that corner to buy more circulation space.

How did the kitchen and family room influence the design of each other?

CL: As we mentioned, there is a reoccurring pop of blue in various shades 
in the house. We carried the blue into the family room in a more muted 
way, just in the artwork and pillows. If you’re in the family room looking 



into the kitchen, you see a sliver of the blue banquette, and there’s also 
a blue door that leads into the pantry. The pantry door is mimicked by 
the artwork in the family room. Given that they’re adjoining spaces, the 
layering in and continuity of color were purposeful.

What can you tell me about the master suite? AI: We started with the 
wallpaper, and we used the blue on the sofa to play off of that wallpaper. 
The nightstands are a shimmery grasscloth, the headboard is a dark gray, 
and the vanity in the master bath is a very dark blue. We wanted the 
master suite to be beautiful, serene and elegant, but not too feminine.

I see a room with a herringbone pattern behind the bed—whose is this?

CL: This is one of the sons’ bedrooms. He’s older, so we wanted to give 
him more of an adult room, yet fun for his age. It’s a rather tonal space, 
so again it was important that patterns repeat. There’s a grid-like form 

on the carpet that is carried up through the back wall with the wood 
herringbone pattern, and then we married that with the wallcovering in 
a similar pattern in the en suite bath. The room is restful on the eye even 
though it has a lot of big patterns. It’s very consistent.
AI: We didn’t want any blue in here, and we found that yellow art that 
we absolutely loved, and we inverted it. We played off of the pattern with 
the fabric on the Roman shades, and we introduced some citron with the 
pillows. The bedding is very quiet, the woodwork is quiet, and the carpet 
is quiet. The room has just a touch of color, but it’s memorable.

What about the room with the blue wallcovering? AI: This is a younger 
son’s bedroom, and he’s very into Legos. We wanted it to be a cool, in-
your-face room, and he loved it. Everything about this room is just fun. 
We presented our designs to the boys just as we would to the adults, and 
none of the boys changed a thing, not even a pillow. At the end of the day, 
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these are their rooms, and we wanted them to be happy.

Is there a space you love the most? CL: The dining room. It’s a marriage 
of everything I love about design. It has super impactful moments. I love 
a tonal interior. I love the texture of the chandelier. I love the materials, 
like the mohair on the chairs, the balance of the leather with the lacquer. 
It’s a thoughtful, layered space.
AI: She took my mine! [laughs] Cami and I finish each other’s sentences.

Any favorite moments on this project? AI: It goes back to the chandelier. 
It was the longest lead time we had waited for, and when the chandelier 
came, we were having such problems installing it. We were just holding 
our breath as they uncrated it. It was scary! [laughs]

CL: That chandelier was a hard sell for Hilary. But she believed in us, and 
she believed that if we felt so strongly about it, it would work out well.
AI: We definitely decided to go big or go home.
CL: Bruce and Hilary had not set foot in the house from the second they 
signed off on the designs until the day we revealed it to them after install. 
They were over the moon. It was so rewarding.
—interview by lauren fetterman

Resources:

Interior designer: lulu HOME, Greenwich and Bedford, NY; 914-234-8684;  

luluhomedesign.com

Builder: Jim Gardiner, CLT Development; 646-256-3199

Architect: Marc G. Andre Architects, Fairfield; 203-979-0589; mgandregroup.com

above: In another son’s bedroom, a wallcovering by Kelly Wearstler for Lee Jofa adds drama. The chandelier is from Currey & Company, and the Roman shades are 
crafted from a Zoffany fabric. In the en suite bath, the wallcovering is from Schumacher, and the lighting is by Thomas O’Brien for Circa Lighting.  

A photograph from the Conversations series by Christos J. Palios is just outside the door. 



opposite: In the master bedroom, an 
oversized arched window provides 
unobstructed views to the Sound. In 
addition to the coziness of a bedroom 
hearth, the walls are covered in a 
soft gray shagreen pattern from 
Surfaces by David Bonk. In the 
evening, the room is illuminated by 
a custom chandelier from Ochre. 
below: Hirsch designed the ottoman 
in the bathroom, upholstered in a 
Perennials outdoor fabric.

below: A Design Within Reach 
chandelier and a grid-like Stark rug 

furnish another son’s bedroom. 
Wood was applied in a herringbone 

pattern behind the bed.

“There is a continuity in the various 
spaces, in the sense that the background 

colors all seamlessly flow 
from one space to the next.”

—cami fareri luppino
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